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OCTOBER BIRD
CHALLENGE

FIELD NOTES FROM THE
PRESIDENT

This month’s challenge is to
ﬁnd bird that are the most
Fall Greetings!!
often seen in our area during
What a fantastic banquet full of great food, the month of October.
❏
Bufﬂehead
company, rafﬂe and auction items. You
❏
Bonaparte's Gull
name it. I had so much fun with bird trivia,
❏
Belted Kingﬁsher
and Kevin’s talk was excellent. The tally is
❏
Downy Woodpecker
still coming in, but it appears like we raised around
❏
Blue Jay
$2000.00 for habitat restoration projects at Edness
❏
American Crow
Kimball Wilkins State Park! In case you missed it, you
European Starling
can still donate to this cause on our website. I wanted to ❏
❏
Common Redpoll
especially thank everyone who donated money, items,
White-crowned
time, and hard work to make this event a success. Thank ❏
Sparrow
you, thank you!
❏
Yellow-rumped Warbler
This event was a great kick-off to our 2022/23 season.
Make sure to keep in touch with our general meetings
on the second Thursday of each month at 7 pm and ﬁeld
trips, the following Saturday. Also, remember to renew
your membership if you’ve not had the chance yet!

Good luck! Can’t wait to see
pictures and reports of your
birds!
Data compiled from eBird.

Enjoy the fall!
Jenny Edwards

KIDS CORNER
Time to rake up the leaves. Or is it?
Almost like clockwork, the leaves of the deciduous trees in our area
have begun to fall off. It’s time for these trees to take a winter’s rest as
they shed their energy-making organs, leaves. As a result, and also
like clockwork, many folks begin racking up these leaves and getting
rid of them by the trash bag full. While the abundance of these leaves
can be overwhelming and present what some might view as an eye
sore, others have found that the leaves, and other dead plant parts,
can enrich the living things in their area if left alone.
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KIDS CORNER Continued
Skipping the traditional fall cleanup, or
even some of it, can be beneﬁcial in many
ways. When the leaves rot they release
important nutrients into the soil and can
act as a natural fertilizer for lawns and
garden beds. Leaf litter can provide
habitat for vertebrate and invertebrate
species, which can serve as food sources
for birds. Seeds left on other plants can
also serve as an important food source for
birds in the winter. Lastly, all those twigs
and tree branch pieces can be used to
build a brush pile, or winter refuge for all
sorts of critters to use.
https://www.audubon.org/news/to-help-birds-winter-go-easy-fall-yardwork#:~:text=A%20healthy%20layer%20of%20undisturbed,crucial%20
food%20source%20for%20birds.

Kelly Keenan

American Goldfinch nibbling on bergamot seeds.
Photo: Ross Frid/Alamy

BOOK CLUB
Coyote America: A Natural and Supernatural History
by Dan Flores
****
4.5 stars
This book pairs legend and myth with the natural history of
the coyote. The coyote is quite the character, and we
humans can ﬁnd something identiﬁable this trickster’s
creativity and resiliency. I laughed out loud and have a
new-found and deep appreciation for the coyote these days.
Jenny Edwards
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MURIE AUDUBON PRESENTS:
SHARING TWO YEARS OF SUCCESSES WITH THE
WYOMING NATURALIST PROGRAM

This is the 2022 Wyoming Naturalist class, organizers, and trainers.
The mission of the Wyoming Naturalist Program is to cultivate a community of volunteers to steward
the state's natural resources through conservation, education, and service. The program provides
education and training to participants in biodiversity, ecology, conservation, management, and
interpretation so that they can become leaders in the effort to protect our natural resources and the
special places where we live. Zach Hutchinson, community science coordinator from Audubon Rockies,
will share stories from the ﬁrst two years of the program.
If you wish to learn more about Wyoming Naturalists, of how to become one, come to the Murie
Audubon free talk on October 13, 2022, at 7 p.m., at the Izaak Walton Clubhouse, at 4205 Fort Caspar
Road.

Zach Hutchinson
Community Science Coordinator
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MARCH 2022 PROGRAM–REVISITED

Photo: Trapper’s Point Crossing over US 191 near Pinedale, WY
At our March 2022 program, Speaker Ben Robb, currently a research ecologist for the U.S.
Geological Survey’s Fort Collins Science Center, presented a program entitled
“Pronghorn Migrations and Barriers-Predicting Corridors across Wyoming’s Interstate 80
to restore Movement”. Ben studied the impacts of Interstate 80 on pronghorn migration
and crucial habitat for his master’s degree at the University of Wyoming. His study
predicts the best corridors to restore pronghorn movement.
We follow up on that program with the information gathered from
CowboyStateDailey.com below.
According to Mark Heinz, outdoors reporter for CowboyStateDailey.com, the ﬁrst wildlife
overpass across Interstate 80 will be built near Elk Mountain. Gov. Mark Gordon
requested, and received $10 million appropriation from the legislature for wildlife
crossings and game fence supported by the highway system.
Three top priority projects the funds are intended for include a proposed overpass for
wildlife at Halleck Ridge on Interstate 80 near Elk Mountain, improvements to wildlife
fencing and an underpass along US Highway 189 near Kemmerer, and improved wildlife
fences, three underpasses, and an overpass near Dubois.
The $10 million will be used to match funding through the Federal Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act, but it’s not a 1-to 1 match.
Bruce Walgren
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS
We will try to have a ﬁeld trip the Saturday after every membership meeting. I will try
to update the events page on our website and on WYOBIRDS, so if you have any
questions look at either of those places. Also, you can call me at 307 262-0055 or email
me at hustace@gmail.com and tell me you are interested. I can let you know if there
are changes or if the weather cancels a ﬁeld trip. Also, call me if you have any
questions.
Saturday Oct 15, Bird Trip somewhere in the Casper area. I’m not sure where the best
place will be, so I will make a decision based on what is being seen and the weather.
Where we go will dictate the time. and meeting place.
Saturday, Nov. 12, Casper Mountain. We will meet at 8:00 AM at the Game and Fish
Parking Lot for a hike on Casper Mountain. The weather will dictate exactly what we
will do..
Saturday, Dec. 17, 75th Casper CBC. The ﬁrst Casper Christmas Bird Count was the
second day of the Blizzard of 49. To run this count for ¾ of a century is quite an
achievement, and we want to make this our best count ever with lots of people
participating.
Sunday, Jan 1, 2023, Bates Hole CBC. This is one of the only truly rural counts in the
country, and a great way to start the New Year.
Stacey Scott

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

This is just a friendly reminder that each September is our annual membership and
renewal drive. All memberships expire on that date each and every year, so this is our
big push to renew current members and to encourage visitors and guests to join.
We would love to have you as part of our education and conservation team.
Features and beneﬁts:
Monthly Newsletter
Education Programs
Guest speakers
Guided ﬁeld trips
Community projects
Education Grants
You can be part of our citizen scientist efforts. You do not have to be a birder to join,
enjoy, or take advantage of everything this site has to offer.
So, please, take a moment to sign up. The registration link is on our home page.
We have on-line payment options for electronic payment, and of course, you can mail in
payments using snail mail.
As always, thank you for your continued support.
Harry
Murie Audubon Society
Membership Chair
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MAS VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Murie Audubon Society is to instill a passion for nature in present and future
generations through awareness, enjoyment, understanding, appreciation, conservation, and
advocacy.

MAS MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Murie Audubon Society is to promote the conservation of birds and other
wildlife through education and enhancement of natural habitats, understanding,
appreciation, conservation, and advocacy.

OPEN POSITIONS

We have a couple of Murie Audubon Society Chapter open volunteer positions for your
consideration.
●
Membership Chair – This position requires some knowledge of working with
spreadsheets and working with other Board Members to update our membership
database, recruit new members, and other duties related to membership.
●
Webmaster/IT Manager – This position requires knowledge of WordPress and cPanel,
updating and managing our website.
Experience desired, but not necessary. We can train you if you are interested and have a
computer with Internet access. If interested, please send an email to
murie@murieaudubon.org
These are volunteer positions only.
-Harry

RENEW OR BECOME A REGULAR MEMBER OF MURIE AUDUBON
FOR ONLY $10
Today’s Date: ________________________
__ $10 One Year __ $20 Two Years __ $30 Three Years or electronic payment on our
website.
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ____________
Phone: ______________________________________________(Not shared with anyone – honest!)
Email: _______________________________________________(Again, not shared with anyone)
Please check: __ I want the Plains & Peaks newsletter delivered to the above address.
__ I want to save a tree and postage. DO NOT SEND ME SNAIL MAIL! I will
download a digital copy of the Plains & Peaks Newsletter from
http://MurieAudubon.org ☺
Please make checks payable to:
Murie Audubon Society, PO Box 2112, Casper, WY 82602
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