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FIELD NOTES FROM THE
PRESIDENT

SEPTEMBER BIRD
CHALLENGE

This month’s bird challenge is
to document the latest you
Greetings!!
see these birds. As they
migrate away from us, we
Welcome back to a new season of Murie
wish them safe travels!
Audubon. We are so excited to have you all
❏
Common Nighthawk
join us for so many events this year.
❏
Broad-tailed
Hummingbird
❏
Killdeer
Hopefully, you were able to join us in August for our
Greater Yellowlegs
summer picnic. If not, you missed a great time. The food, ❏
❏
Double-crested
as always, was wonderful, and the conversation even
Cormorant
better!
❏
American White Pelican
❏
Turkey Vulture
We are especially looking forward to our newly
❏
Swainson's Hawk
revitalized Fall Banquet on September 16th. This
❏
Western Wood-Pewee
banquet is another opportunity for us to connect, but
❏
Eastern Kingbird
also a fundraiser to support several habitat restoration
❏
Swallow species
projects at Edness Kimball Wilkins State Park.
❏
House Wren
❏
Warbler species
We so look forward to seeing you all at some of these
activities.
Good luck! Can’t wait to see
pictures and reports of your
Jenny Edwards
birds!
Data compiled from eBird.

KIDS CORNER
Dabbling and Diving
Let’s take a closer look at how some ducks feed in the
water. Ducks demonstrate different feeding methods,
dabbling and diving are both examples. You may have
spotted a duck in the river with its head and chest down
in the water and its tail feathers sticking straight up and
out of the water, or with just the head underwater as in
the photo on the next page. This body position is
characteristic of ducks that demonstrate the dabbling
feeding style, which enables them to “dabble” in the
water as they search and ﬁnd food sources within inches
of the water’s surface. Mallard and wood ducks can be
observed doing this on the North Platte River (Anas
platyrhynchos and Aix sponsa respectively).
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KIDS CORNER Continued
The diving ducks feed just as their name implies, by diving underwater to search for
food. Ruddy ducks (Oxyura jamaicensis), for example, dive to search for aquatic
invertebrates and can be observed at Goldeneye Reservoir, for example. Having the
ability to dive affords them the option to search deeper in the water for their food
sources.
For both feeding methods, ducks need to hold their breath during the time they’re
underwater searching for food. Can you imagine all the different characteristics and
abilities these ducks must have to be able to feed underwater compared to those that
do not? You can learn more about diving ducks at the Murie Banquet this month from
our guest speaker (see page 4).
Lastly, it is important to note that several types of birds, not just ducks, use both
dabbling and diving feeding methods.

Photo by Kevin McCracken, Ruddy Duck at Lake Titicaca, Peru - diving duck

Photo by Luis Alza, Blue-winged Teal at N. Platte River, Reshaw Park WY - dabbling ducks

BOOK CLUB
American Buffalo: in Search of a Lost Icon
by Steven Rinella
****
4.5 stars
This book provides an in-depth analysis of the history of the
bison on the plains while also taking the reader on an
adventure hunt in Alaska. This book communicates
conservation, history, respect, and hunting in a way that
many Wyomingnites will recognize.
Jenny Edwards
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MURIE AUDUBON PRESENTS:

This month’s program will take place during our fall banquet. We are especially looking forward to
hosting Dr. Kevin G. McCracken (duckdna.org). He received his Ph.D. in Wildlife & Fisheries at the
Louisiana State University in 1999 and B.S. in Biology at the University of Notre Dame in 1994. He
currently serves as an associate professor at the Department of Biology, Rosenstiel School of Marine
and Atmospheric Science, and Human Genetics & Genomics at the University of Miami. He also holds
an afﬁliate faculty position at the University of Alaska Museum of the North, as well as South American
universities and research institutes, including the Centro de Ornitología and Biodiversidad (CORBIDI).
His lab studies the evolutionary biology of waterbirds. Integrative studies linking population genomics,
physiology, biochemistry, and wildlife biology are used to answer questions about adaptation and
natural selection. Systematics and phylogeography are used to establish a historical context for the
evolution of populations and selected traits. His research currently includes high-altitude waterbirds in
the Andes as well as diving bird species experiencing intermittent hypoxia at both low- and high
altitudes.
The title for Dr. McCracken’s talk for this month’s program is “Ducks, Guns, & Trucks” where he will
take us on a journey of his and his student’s research on waterfowl in South America and the US.
Please join us on Friday, September 16th, at 5:30 PM at the Tate Pumphouse. Ticketing information is
on the following page.
-Luis Alza-Leon
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS
I will send out a notice on wyobirds about the ﬁeld trips and any changes, so if you get
wyobirds you will be notiﬁed of any changes. If you don't want to sign up for wyobirds
(which I completely understand), you can call me at 307 262-0055 or email me at
hustace@gmail.com and tell me you are interested. I can let you know if there are
changes or if the weather cancels a ﬁeld trip. Also, call me if you have any questions
about any of the trips, or if you have any ideas for ﬁeld trips.
Wednesday, Aug 31, EKW
Wednesday, Sept 7, EKW
Saturday, Sept 17, Goldeneye
Saturday, Oct 15, ???? (I am scheduled to lose my appendix on Oct. 4, and don't know if
I will be available by the 15th)
Saturday, Nov. 12, Casper Mountain
Saturday, Dec. 17, 75th Casper CBC
Sunday, Jan 1, 2023, Bates Hole CBC
Stacey Scott

TEEN NATURALIST CLUB
The Teen Naturalist Club will begin a new season this school year starting with an
organizational meeting, August 24th, at Cold Stone at 1:00 pm. Teens will be coming
up with ideas for the school year. If you are interested, or know a teen in middle
school, please contact Sarah Burger sarah6122@myncsd.org.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

This is just a friendly reminder that each September is our annual membership and
renewal drive. All memberships expire on that date each and every year, so this is our
big push to renew current members and to encourage visitors and guests to join.
We would love to have you as part of our education and conservation team.
Features and beneﬁts:
Monthly Newsletter
Education Programs
Guest speakers
Guided ﬁeld trips
Community projects
Education Grants
You can be part of our citizen scientist efforts. You do not have to be a birder to join,
enjoy, or take advantage of everything this site has to offer.
So, please, take a moment to sign up. The registration link is on our home page.
We have on-line payment options for electronic payment, and of course, you can mail in
payments using snail mail.
As always, thank you for your continued support.
Harry
Murie Audubon Society
Membership Chair
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MAS VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Murie Audubon Society is to instill a passion for nature in present and future
generations through awareness, enjoyment, understanding, appreciation, conservation, and
advocacy.

MAS MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Murie Audubon Society is to promote the conservation of birds and other
wildlife through education and enhancement of natural habitats, understanding,
appreciation, conservation, and advocacy.

OPEN POSITIONS

We have a couple of Murie Audubon Society Chapter open volunteer positions for your
consideration.
●
Membership Chair – This position requires some knowledge of working with
spreadsheets and working with other Board Members to update our membership
database, recruit new members, and other duties related to membership.
●
Webmaster/IT Manager – This position requires knowledge of WordPress and cPanel,
updating and managing our website.
Experience desired, but not necessary. We can train you if you are interested and have a
computer with Internet access. If interested, please send an email to
murie@murieaudubon.org
These are volunteer positions only.
-Harry

ABOUT MURIE AUDUBON
Please See: https://murieaudubon.org/about/
E-Mail: murie@murieaudubon.org

RENEW OR BECOME A REGULAR MEMBER OF MURIE AUDUBON
FOR ONLY $10
Today’s Date: ________________________
__ $10 One Year __ $20 Two Years __ $30 Three Years or electronic payment on our
website.
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ____________
Phone: ______________________________________________(Not shared with anyone – honest!)
Email: _______________________________________________(Again, not shared with anyone)
Please check: __ I want the Plains & Peaks newsletter delivered to the above address.
__ I want to save a tree and postage. DO NOT SEND ME SNAIL MAIL! I will
download a digital copy of the Plains & Peaks Newsletter from
http://MurieAudubon.org ☺
Please make checks payable to:
Murie Audubon Society, PO Box 2112, Casper, WY 82602

7

Murie Audubon Society
P.O. Box 2112
Casper, WY 80602

NON-PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT 165
CASPER, WY 82602

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

8

