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MARCH BIRD
CHALLENGE

FIELD NOTES FROM THE
PRESIDENT

March’s challenge is to ﬁnd
Welcome to Spring, Everyone!
those birds that let us know
spring is coming and get us
Murie Audubon has some exciting news! We through our dismal weather
are currently working on a sign project to
and spring snow storms.
promote our organization, conservation, and ❏
Killdeer
birding for our property at the Piggery.
❏
California Gull
❏
Double-crested
As mentioned before, with the changing weather, we
Cormorant
have new opportunities for classes, ﬁeld trips, and
❏
Osprey
programs. There will be a birding class offered through
❏
Tree Swallow
OLLI, and bird identiﬁcation classes, and check out the
❏
Mountain Bluebird
ﬁeld trip list.
❏
Western Meadowlark
Another group is looking into planning social events for
❏
Grackle
our organization.
As always, we are always open to free thinking and
Good luck! Can’t wait to see
brainstorming. If you have any new ideas, we’d love to
pictures and reports of your
hear them!
birds!
We so look forward to seeing you all at some of these
activities. Thank you so much for educating us all!

Data compiled from eBird.

Jenny Edwards

KIDS CORNER
Canada Geese – The most widely distributed
geese in North America
If you’re out doing some winter birding around
the rivers in our local area you’re bound to see a
Canada Goose (scientiﬁc name Branta
canadensis). In fact, you’re likely to see a Canada
Goose in the Casper area no matter the season.
Many of these geese stay here all year (see range
map below). Additionally, the Canada Goose is
described as the most widely distributed goose in
North America - it can be found it most areas of
Canada and the United States.
The Canada Goose is fairly easy to recognize. It is a
relatively large bird. The most consistent and
obvious identiﬁcation marking for this bird is its
long black neck with a white band under the chin,
which it referred to as the “chinstrap” (see ﬁgure
right).
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KIDS CORNER Continued
You will likely see this goose amongst other Canada Geese. The Canada Goose is
highly social in that it likes to be around other birds of the same species. This is true
whether you spot them on the ground or in the air ﬂying in their notorious
V-formation.
It is important to note that the Canada Goose has multiple subspecies which vary in
appearance. More information about these subspecies and the Canada Goose can be
found on the eBird website.
Kelly Keenan (Picture below left by Luis Alza Feb 2022 Reshaw Park MAS Field Trip, range map right from eBird)

BOOK CLUB
The Pollinator Victory Garden: Win the War on Pollinator
Decline with Ecological Gardening; Attract and Support
Bees, Beetles, Butterﬂies, Bats, and Other Pollinators
by Kim Eierman
****
4 stars
As I think about how I can do my part to increase
biodiversity and increase habitat for birds, this book
provided a practical guide and great advice to get started.
The lists and checklists have been very helpful in planning to
help pollinators and birds.
Jenny Edwards
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PRONGHORN MIGRATIONS AND BARRIERS: PREDICTING CORRIDORS
ACROSS WYOMING’S INTERSTATE 80 TO RESTORE MOVEMENT
By Ben Robb

Pronghorn contemplates I-80. Photo supplied by Ben Robb.
Speaker Ben Robb, currently a research ecologist for the U.S. Geological Survey’s Fort Collins Science
Center, studied the impacts of Interstate 80 on pronghorn migration and crucial habitat for his master’s
degree at the University of Wyoming. His study predicts the best corridors to restore pronghorn
movement.
Robb’s research was supported by the Wyoming Migration Initiative at the Wyoming Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife Research Unit at UW. His research focuses on wildlife found along the periphery of human
development, and how this research can be applied to try and improve access to habitats.
Audubon members and the public are welcome to a free talk March 10, 7 p.m., at the Izaak Walton
Clubhouse at 4205 Fort Caspar Road concerning pronghorn migration and habitat and the barrier
I-80 presents. The speaker will be joining us remotely via Zoom. Participants can either join us at the
Clubhouse or register in advance for this meeting:
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ucOitrjwvH9I9k-eqEQm-1miywppsEXaV
After registering, you will receive a conﬁrmation email containing information about joining the
meeting.
-Bruce Walgren

CITIZEN SCIENCE

Looking for a new citizen science project? Please Consider Cocorahs. What is that you
might ask? Well, in a nutshell, you collect rainfall, snow, and hail data each and every day
using a super accurate rain gauge and report to the Cocorahs website your observed
numbers. Annual rainfall is an important metric that could affect migrating birds, crops,
and weather safety announcements. March is the recruiting drive and if you apply, you
could help Wyoming win the coveted Cocorahs Cup! It costs nothing to join! Talk to Harry
or Stacey for more info.
Website -> https://www.cocorahs.org/
Apply —-> https://www.cocorahs.org/application.aspx
FAQ —---> https://www.cocorahs.org/Content.aspx?page=Help
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS
I will send out a notice on wyobirds about the ﬁeld trips and any changes, so if you get
wyobirds you will be notiﬁed of any changes. If you don't want to sign up for wyobirds
(which I completely understand), you can call me at 307 262-0055 or email me at
hustace@gmail.com and tell me you are interested. I can let you know if there are
changes or if the weather cancels a ﬁeld trip. Also, call me if you have any questions
about any of the trips, or if you have any ideas for ﬁeld trips.
Stacey Scott
Saturday, March 12 We will go owling if the wind will abate a little, or we can drive
out of the wind. The weather is going to dictate where we will go. We will meet at 6:00
PM at the Game and Fish Parking lot. Since this is so weather dependent, anyone
interested ought to let me know so I can notify you if we have to change the date due
to the weather.
Saturday, April 16 We will go to Goldeneye to look at the early duck migration. Meet
at 9:00 AM at the Game and Fish Parking Lot. We should be back by noon.
April I will be counting Sage-Grouse Leks in April and early May. If anyone would like
to see this amazing performance, call me. I can take a few people at a time, on a ﬁrst
come ﬁrst serve basis. The roads to the leks are dirt two-tracks, so they have to be dry
before I will go. The protocol calls for me to be at the lek half an hour before sunrise,
and the leks are about 45 minutes from the west side of Casper.

BIRD IDENTIFICATION CLASSES
Luis Alza and Stacey Scott are going to teach a 4 week bird identiﬁcation class
starting Tuesday April 19. We will meet at 7:00 every Tuesday night for 4 weeks, and
have a ﬁeld trip each Saturday after the class. We will cover the basics of how to use
ﬁeld guides and binoculars, then talk about the most common birds that are around
here. Our objective is to teach how to identify the common birds, and how to look up
any that puzzle you. Murie Audubon will have several ﬁeld trips after the class is over
so that you can continue what you learned in the class.
OLLI Class: Stacey Scott is going to teach an OLLI Class on bird identiﬁcation on June
1 and June 8. The ﬁrst class will concentrate on birds in EKW with a ﬁeld trip to EKW
on June 2. The second class will concentrate on birds on Casper Mountain with a ﬁeld
trip to the mountain on June 9.
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THANK YOU to Rod Kennedy and the
PLANETARIUM!

Thank you so much for allowing Murie’s Teen
Naturalist Club to use your space for our
February meeting! Thanks Luis and Kelly for
providing breakfast!!

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

This is just a friendly reminder that last fall was
our annual membership and renewal drive. All
memberships expire on that date each and
every year, so this is our big push to renew
current members and to encourage visitors
and guests to join.
We would love to have you as part of our
education and conservation team.
Features and beneﬁts:
Monthly Newsletter
Education Programs
Guest speakers
Guided ﬁeld trips
Community projects
Education Grants
You can be part of our citizen scientist efforts.
You do not have to be a birder to join, enjoy, or
take advantage of everything this site has to
offer.
So, please, take a moment to sign up. The
registration link is on our home page.
We have on-line payment options for
electronic payment, and of course, you can
mail in payments using snail mail.
As always, thank you for your continued
support.
Kind regards,
Harry
Murie Audubon Society
Membership Chair
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MAS VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Murie Audubon Society is to instill a passion for nature in present and future
generations through awareness, enjoyment, understanding, appreciation, conservation, and
advocacy.

MAS MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Murie Audubon Society is to promote the conservation of birds and other
wildlife through education and enhancement of natural habitats, understanding,
appreciation, conservation, and advocacy.

OPEN POSITIONS

We have a couple of Murie Audubon Society Chapter open volunteer positions for your
consideration.
●
Membership Chair – This position requires some knowledge of working with
spreadsheets and working with other Board Members to update our membership
database, recruit new members, and other duties related to membership.
●
Webmaster/IT Manager – This position requires knowledge of WordPress and cPanel,
updating and managing our website.
Experience desired, but not necessary. We can train you if you are interested and have a
computer with Internet access. If interested, please send an email to
murie@murieaudubon.org
These are volunteer positions only.
-Harry

ABOUT MURIE AUDUBON
Please See: https://murieaudubon.org/about/
E-Mail: murie@murieaudubon.org

RENEW OR BECOME A REGULAR MEMBER OF MURIE AUDUBON
FOR ONLY $10
Today’s Date: ________________________
__ $10 One Year __ $20 Two Years __ $30 Three Years or electronic payment on our
website.
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ____________
Phone: ______________________________________________(Not shared with anyone – honest!)
Email: _______________________________________________(Again, not shared with anyone)
Please check: __ I want the Plains & Peaks newsletter delivered to the above address.
__ I want to save a tree and postage. DO NOT SEND ME SNAIL MAIL! I will
download a digital copy of the Plains & Peaks Newsletter from
http://MurieAudubon.org ☺
Please make checks payable to:
Murie Audubon Society, PO Box 2112, Casper, WY 82602
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