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Reshaw Park Field Trip
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Christmas Bird Count Data
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President’s Day, Monday Feb 21
pg 7
President’s Day Hike to Jackson Canyon
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FEBRUARY BIRD
CHALLENGE

FIELD NOTES FROM THE
PRESIDENT

February’s challenge is to ﬁnd
Happy New Year, Everyone!
some of the most romantic
birds! These birds either mate
This time of year is always difﬁcult for me to for life or perform elaborate
watch wildlife. The days are so short and the courtship displays.
weather isn’t always pleasant which leaves
❏
Bald Eagle
me with little time.
❏
Canada Goose
❏
Eurasion Collared-Dove
I need to remind myself that I still can get out and enjoy. ❏
Trumpeter Swan
I can still watch my feeders, I can improve my waterfowl
❏
Pied-billed Grebe
identiﬁcation skills, and I can begin planning for the busy ❏
Red-winged black bird
spring.
❏
American Robin
❏
Townsend’s Solitaire
I’m excited that Murie is planning so many opportunities
for learning this Spring. We are currently planning a
Good luck! Can’t wait to see
variety of bird classes, ﬁeld trips, teen events, and
pictures and reports of your
exciting monthly programs. These activities always
birds!
inspire me.
Data compiled from eBird.

We so look forward to seeing you all at some of these
activities. Thank you so much for educating us all!
Jenny Edwards

KIDS CORNER
A closer look at the Blue Jay
Let’s highlight a few interesting facts about one of
the birds we get to see year-round here in this
area of Wyoming (WY), the blue jay (scientiﬁc
name Cyanocitta cristata)! While we are fortunate
to be able to observe this bird regularly, folks in
states to our west, and especially southwest, are
not as fortunate. This brings us to the ﬁrst
interesting fact. The blue jay’s year-round
residency range ends just west of our area here in
Casper (see range map). The number of blue jay
sightings drops greatly in states west of WY.
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KIDS CORNER Continued
Another interesting fact is that unlike many bird species, the male and female blue
jay plumage is similar making it difﬁcult to identify them by sight as a male or female
for most birders. Lastly, are blue jays actually blue? The technical answer is no. The
pigment in their feathers called melanin is brown, however due to the way the light is
refracted when it hits the pigment, the color appears blue!
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Blue_Jay/overview

Kelly Keenan (Figures below from eBird, range map left; sightings map right)

BOOK CLUB
Dirt to Soil: One Family's Journey Into Regenerative
Agriculture
by Gabe Brown, Courtney White
****
4 stars
Have you seen the Netﬂix documentary “Kiss the Ground?”
This book deals with similar topics in a very practical, almost
local way. I found myself, as someone who doesn’t farm,
thinking about cover crops, healthy soils, native species, and
pollinators. Thank you, Stacey for the great
recommendation!
Jenny Edwards
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MURIE AUDUBON PRESENTS
THE PLATTE RIVER FISHERY BY MATT HAHN

This month we will learn about the North Platte
River in, around, and through Casper. We will
learn about the history of the river from pioneer
times, through dam building, and oil and other
pollutants that ended up in the river, to where it
is today.
Matt Hahn, a ﬁsheries biologist for the Wyoming
Game and Fish Department will be our guest
speaker. A twenty year veteran with the
Wyoming Game and Fish Department, Matt
began his career in Green River, then in Laramie,
before coming to Casper in 2006.
Matt will bring us up to date on status and
health, as well as the management challenges
of the North Platte River.
Please join us on Thursday, February 10, at 7
PM at the Izaak Walton Clubhouse, at 4205
Fort Caspar Road, for this program. As always,
the program is free and open to the public!
Hope to see you there!
-Bruce Walgren
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HARLEQUIN DUCKS REVISITED
At the October program, Andrea Orabona talked to us about
Harlequin ducks in Wyoming. At the end of the program,
Andrea took questions about this species, and has since sent
me the answers to the questions. Thank you Andrea for the
follow up.
From Andrea: I ﬁnally had a moment to send the questions
received from my presentation to Murie Audubon, to Lucas
Savoy, our project lead from Biodiversity Research Institute,
here are his answers:
1.

2.

3.

4.

What is the typical brood size in WY?
a.
Typical brood size: very little information in general for Harlequin Ducks and especially WY.
Generally 5-6 eggs are laid. For the few broods observed in WY, 1-3 ducklings observed. So
perhaps that is the norm.
Are there thoughts of closing nesting areas to ﬁshing?
That thought has come up in the National Parks just during nesting period (June). Would like
a.
to avoid total closures during breeding. The nesting period is the most sensitive time for
breeding Harlequins.
What are the movements of the Atlantic population?
a.
There are no breeding Harlequin Ducks in Atlantic US, only wintering areas. Some studies
have been conducted in the Atlantic, using satellite transmitters. All breeding occurs in
Quebec and Labrador. There tends to be two differing migration areas. More southerly
breeding birds in Quebec and southern Labrador molt in Labrador and Quebec, and mostly
winter in eastern US (from Maine as far south as New Jersey - most in Maine). More northerly
breeding birds in northern Labrador were tracked to SW Greenland to molt and likely winter
there. That said, some birds tagged in Quebec traveled to SW Greenland to molt, and then
migrated to Maine to winter.
Do Harlequins migrate during the day, or at night?
a.
To our knowledge, mostly during the day. We are looking at this from the satellite telemetry
data – some collaborators suspect they may occasionally migrate at night, likely on brighter
moon night.

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 2021 RESULTS

Murie Audubon’s CBC this year was held on December 18, 2021. As has become more
common than not, it was a windy day with temperatures ranging from 4 to 31 degrees. Snow
cover was also variable, depending upon location; some areas were blown completely clear,
while places on Casper Mountain had 18 inches of snow. Cold, overnight temperatures
leading up to Count Day resulted in still water ponds frozen over, and moving water in creeks
and the river being partly frozen
A total of 65 species were reported. There were fewer species of ducks than usual , tho
Gadwall numbers were up (116), as were Green-winged Teal (50). Canada Goose numbers
were also up (3,154). Common Merganser numbers were down (4). Wild Turkey numbers
were up (246). A Gyrfalcon was also seen (a ﬁrst on Count Day!).
No Bushtits were found, and no Pygmy Nuthatches. Junco and Common Redpoll numbers
were average.
We had 49 participants – 31 in the ﬁeld, and 18 feeder watchers -- Thanks To All!!! Your efforts 5
are greatly appreciated!!!!

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 2021 RESULTS
Species

Cackling Goose
Canada Goose
Gadwall
American Wigeon
Mallard
Northern Pintail
American Green-winged Teal
Bufﬂehead
Common Goldeneye
Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
Dusky (Blue) Grouse
Wild Turkey
Great Blue Heron
Golden Eagle-Mature
Golden Eagle - Immature
Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper’s Hawk
Bald Eagle - Mature
Bald Eagle - Immature
Red-tailed Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
Ferruginous Hawk
Wilson’s Snipe
Ring-billed Gull
California Gull
Rock Pigeon
Eurasian Collared-Dove
Great Horned Owl
Northern Saw-whet Owl
Belted Kingﬁsher
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker (Red Shafted)
Merlin
Gyrfalcon
Prairie Falcon
Steller’s Jay
Blue Jay
Black-billed Magpie
Clark’s Nutcracker
American Crow
Common Raven
Horned Lark

Total

2
3,154
116
2
695
3
50
1
158
2
4
3
246
1
11
4
1
5
2
8
2
9
2
1
1
56
3
816
935
4
1
2
11
7
66
1
1
1
29
59
132
29
133
23
60

Species

Black-Capped Chickadee
Mountain Chickadee
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
Townsend’s Solitaire
American Robin
European Starling
Cedar Waxwing
American Tree Sparrow
Junco - Dark-eyed
Junco - Slate Colored
Junco - Oregon form
Junco - Pink-sided
Harris’ Sparrow
Song sparrow
Common Grackle
Gray-crowned Rosy Finch
House Finch
Cassin’s Finch
Red Crossbill
Common Redpoll
Pine Siskin
American Goldﬁnch
Evening Grosbeak
House Sparrow
Total number of Species
Total Individuals

Total

76
41
12
10
24
101
1,603
22
55
82
11
10
1
1
5
1
42
170
4
24
171
3
14
10
3,329
65

12,674

Dusky (Blue) Grouse. Dec. 18, 2021. Luis Alza
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS
I will send out a notice on wyobirds about the ﬁeld trips and any changes, so if you get
wyobirds you will be notiﬁed of any changes. If you don't want to sign up for wyobirds
(which I completely understand), you can call me at 307 262-0055 or email me at
hustace@gmail.com and tell me you are interested. I can let you know if there are
changes or if the weather cancels a ﬁeld trip. Also, call me if you have any questions
about any of the trips, or if you have any ideas for ﬁeld trips. Stacey Scott
Saturday Feb. 12 We will meet at the east end of Reshaw Park at 10:00 AM to look at
the birds in Reshaw Park in Evansville.
President’s Day, Monday Feb 21 We will meet at the Wyoming 220 pullout across from
the road to the Goose Egg Inn at 3:30 in the afternoon for a hike up Jackson Canyon.
This is a strenuous hike that is a little dependent on almost decent weather.
Saturday, March 12 We will go owling if the wind will abate a little, or we can drive out
of the wind. The weather is going to dictate where we will go. We will meet at 6:00 PM
at the Game and Fish Parking lot. Since this is so weather dependent, anyone
interested ought to let me know so I can notify you if we have to change the date due
to the weather.

BATES HOLE CHRISTMAS COUNT RESULTS
JANUARY 1, 2022
Luckily the winds died, but that meant that it was -2º when we started with a skiff of
snow over most of the circle. The drought over the last 2 years is really apparent, and
we did not ﬁnd the scattered small birds that we usually do. The most interesting birds
were 2095 Canada Geese and 360 Redpolls. I think when the wind died the geese saw
a chance to ﬂy south. The 136 Sage-grouse is a very good number for Bates Hole. The
Lek counts are way down, and for 40 plus years the lek counts and the Christmas
Count followed the same trend. Our guess is that we are missing several good leks.
The total of 51 species is near the top end of the species we have seen in the past. We
had 4 species that were only seen in count week and not on count day (designated as
cw in the list). With 16 people in the ﬁeld and 2 at feeders, we covered the area pretty
well. The 4,194 individual birds is much more than we have ever had in the past.
Mostly that is due to the geese ﬂying south.
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BATES HOLE CHRISTMAS COUNT RESULTS
JANUARY 1, 2022
Species
Canada Goose
Mallard
Pintail

Total
2,095
190
7

Green-winged Teal

59

Ring-necked Duck

1

Common Goldeneye

75

Common Merganser
Hooded Merganser
Gray Partridge
Sage-Grouse
Wild Turkey
Great Blue Heron
Golden Eagle - Adult

Total

Prairie Falcon

1

Northern Shrike

3

Blue Jay

1

Black-billed Magpie
Clark's Nutcracker

246
3

Common Raven

19

2

Horned Lark

52

1

Black-capped Chickadee

6

American Dipper

4

Townsend's Solitaire

5

21

European Starling

3

cw

Lapland Longspur

cw

American Tree Sparrow

133

19
136

16

Immature

4

Northern Harrier

2

Sharp-shinned Hawk

Species

cw

Cooper's Hawk

1

Bald Eagle - Adult

9

Immature

4

Red-Tailed Hawk

3

Rough-legged Hawk

6

Wilson's Snipe

3

Ring-billed Gull

4

Rock Pigeon

26

Eurasian Collared-Dove

48

Eastern Screech-Owl

1

Great Horned Owl

2

Belted Kingﬁsher

5

Downy Woodpecker

3

Red-shafted Flicker

7

Dark-eyed Junco

72

White-crowned Sparrow

cw

Harris's Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Red-winged Blackbird
Western Meadowlark
Gray-crowned Rosy Finch
Black Rosy Finch
Common Redpoll
House Finch
Cassin's Finch

1
10
150
5
184
4
360
72
5

Pine Siskin

38

American Goldﬁnch

24

House Sparrow

43

Total number of Species

51

Total individuals

4,194
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THANK YOU to the TATE MUSEUM!

Thank you so much for allowing Murie’s Teen Naturalist Club to use your space for
our January meeting!

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

It's that time again folks!
This is just a friendly reminder that last fall was our annual membership and
renewal drive. All memberships expire on that date each and every year, so this is
our big push to renew current members and to encourage visitors and guests to
join.
We would love to have you as part of our education and conservation team.
Features and beneﬁts:
Monthly Newsletter
Education Programs
Guest speakers
Guided ﬁeld trips
Community projects
Education Grants
You can be part of our citizen scientist efforts. You do not have to be a birder to
join, enjoy, or take advantage of everything this site has to offer.
So, please, take a moment to sign up. The registration link is on our home page.
We have on-line payment options for electronic payment, and of course, you can
mail in payments using snail mail.
As always, thank you for your continued support.
Kind regards,
Harry
Murie Audubon Society
Membership Chair

10

MAS VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Murie Audubon Society is to instill a passion for nature in present
and future generations through awareness, enjoyment, understanding,
appreciation, conservation, and advocacy.

MAS MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Murie Audubon Society is to promote the conservation of birds
and other wildlife through education and enhancement of natural habitats,
understanding, appreciation, conservation, and advocacy.

ABOUT MURIE AUDUBON
Please See: https://murieaudubon.org/about/
E-Mail: murie@murieaudubon.org

RENEW OR BECOME A REGULAR MEMBER OF MURIE AUDUBON
FOR ONLY $10
Today’s Date: ________________________
__ $10 One Year __ $20 Two Years __ $30 Three Years or electronic payment on our
website.
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ____________
Phone: ______________________________________________(Not shared with anyone – honest!)
Email: _______________________________________________(Again, not shared with anyone)
Please check: __ I want the Plains & Peaks newsletter delivered to the above address.
__ I want to save a tree and postage. DO NOT SEND ME SNAIL MAIL! I will
download a digital copy of the Plains & Peaks Newsletter from
http://MurieAudubon.org ☺
Please make checks payable to:
Murie Audubon Society, PO Box 2112, Casper, WY 82602
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