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UPCOMING EVENTS

SPECIAL FEATURES

Christmas Bird Count
December 18th, 8 am
Pot Luck Dinner at 5 pm
SonRise Room of the First United
Methodist Church
332 East 2nd St

Christmas Bird Count Information pg 5
January Program Information pg 4

Bate’s Hole Christmas Bird Count
January 1st, 2022, 7:30 am
Charlie Scott’s House
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JANUARY BIRD
CHALLENGE

FIELD NOTES FROM THE
PRESIDENT
Happy Holidays, Everyone!

December’s Challenge is to
participate in the Christmas Bird
Count

See if you can ﬁnd these 10
species of birds in Natrona
County during the month of
January. This month’s
challenge is around winter
song birds, in different forms.
Post results to our facebook
We are also looking forward to the Christmas Bird Count. page for a prize!
❏
Juncos- Slate
Please join us for this festive, citizen science project and
❏
Juncos- Oregon
meet us for potluck dinner that evening!
❏
Juncos- Pink-sided
❏
Song Sparrow
And my ﬁnal pitch, as we wrap up the year, is to
❏
House Finch
encourage everyone to get involved next year. How can
❏
Cedar Waxwing
Murie include more people, more talents, more events,
❏
American Robin
etc.? How can we continue our mission to promote the
❏
Townsend’s Solitaire
conservation of birds and other wildlife through
❏
Red-breasted Nuthatch
education and enhancement of natural habitats,
❏
White-breasted
understanding, appreciation, conservation, and
Nuthatch
advocacy?
❏
Mountain Chickadee
❏
Black-capped
Jenny Edwards
Chickadee
The Murie Board of Directors is looking to
improve our general meeting experience by
upgrading technology and audio system.
We hope that these updates will allow us to
continue to host our general meetings at the
Izaak Walton Clubhouse in the future.

Good luck! Can’t wait to see
pictures and reports of your
birds!

KIDS CORNER
What is the Christmas Bird Count?
The months of December and January marks an important event for both
people and birds in the United States and other areas of the Americas – the
Christmas Bird Count! This is an organized event that happens each year
where people of all ages identify and count birds in their local area.
Information from the Christmas Birds Counts serves as data to help
monitor bird population health, guide conservatory efforts and much more.
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KIDS CORNER Continued
The Murie Audubon Society chapter in Casper organizes a Christmas Bird Count for
our community. Many volunteers are needed to help count the birds; they are the
ones that make the count a success year after year. Counts for the Casper area will
occur on two different days, December 18th and January 1st. More information on the
Christmas Bird Count for this area can be found in this newsletter and on the Murie
Audubon Society website.
https://www.audubon.org/conservation/history-christmas-bird-count

Kelly Keenan (photo below by Luis Alza - Mountain chickadee - Casper Mountain Nov 2021)

BOOK CLUB
A Life on Our Planet: My Witness Statement and a Vision
for the Future
by David Attenborough, Jonnie Hughes
* * * * * 5 stars
Wow! This might be the most important non-ﬁction book
to bring the world to awareness of our environmental issues
we’ve created. At ﬁrst I was depressed, reading about the
damage we’ve caused during David’s lifetime, but then he
focuses on solutions that seem plausible. I have to admit,
I’ve not ﬁnished this book, but I know I’m going to be
recommending it to nearly everyone I know. Christmas
Gifts, perhaps?
Jenny Edwards
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MURIE AUDUBON JANUARY PROGRAM PRESENTS:
ANDREA OROBONA
Due to circumstances beyond our
control, Andrea Orobona was unable
to present the Burrowing Owl
program in October. She did present a
very interesting program on Harlequin
ducks via Zoom instead. Barring any
other problems, Andrea will be able to
do an in person updated version of the
May 2021 program on January 13, 2022.
The presentation itself is a
collaborative effort sponsored by the
Wyoming Game and Fish Department
and Murie Audubon Society.
Andrea Orabona is the statewide Nongame Bird Biologist for the Wyoming Game
and Fish Department’s Nongame Program based in Lander, and will be presenting
the meeting. She is collaborating on this project with colleague Dr. Courtney
Conway from the University of Idaho and his research partners from the U.S.,
Canada, and Mexico.
Recent developments in solar-powered GPS technology in the form of smaller
transmitters are helping researchers collect data on the elusive seasonal migration
and winter ranges of Burrowing Owls that nest in Wyoming during the summer
months. In the past few years, researchers have placed satellite transmitters on
Burrowing Owls in western states. Unfortunately, many of those have died or their
transmitters have stopped sending locations. Owls outﬁtted with the new
transmitters from Wyoming, along with other owls from western states and
Canadian provinces, will add new data and hopefully new understating about these
mysterious little birds.
The Burrowing Owl is classiﬁed as a Species of Greatest Conservation Need in
Wyoming, making this full annual cycle conservation project extremely important.
Andrea will discuss the need for this work, project objectives and methods, and
results of Burrowing Owl migration.
Remember folks, we have moved to the 2nd Thursday of the month, but at the same
venue. Please join us on Thursday, January 13, 2022 at 7 pm at the Izaak Walton
Clubhouse at 4205 Fort Caspar Road for this program. As always, the program is
free and open to the public! Hope to see you there!
Bruce Walgren
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MURIE AUDUBON’S 74TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

The Casper Christmas Bird Count will be conducted Saturday, December 18.
We will meet at 8:00 AM at the SonRise Room of the First United Methodist
Church (332 East 2nd St), and have a potluck supper after 5:00 PM at the same
location to compile what was seen during the day. The SonRise Room is on
the east side of the main church that is entered from under the breezeway
between the Asbury Center (on the corner of Beech & Second Streets) and
the main church. On Saturday morning we will split into groups that will
cover as much of the 15 mile diameter circle as we can (map is on the
following pages). Some of the parties, like Jackson Canyon and the Mountain,
will be pretty energetic outings, but others will mostly be driving. Everyone is
welcome to participate, regardless of experience, even for part of the day. Call
Stacey Scott at 262-0055, or Bruce Walgren at 234-7455 for more information.
Bruce Walgren
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS
I will send out a notice on wyobirds about the ﬁeld trips
and any changes, so if you get wyobirds you will be
notiﬁed of any changes. If you don't want to sign up for
wyobirds (which I completely understand), you can call
me at 307 262-0055 or email me at hustace@gmail.com
and tell me you are interested. I can let you know if there
are changes or if the weather cancels a ﬁeld trip. Also, call
me if you have any questions about any of the trips, or if
you have any ideas for ﬁeld trips. Stacey Scott
Saturday, Jan. 15 to Gray Reef and Alcova. We will meet at
9:00 AM at the Game and Fish parking lot to see what
wintering ducks we can ﬁnd on Gray Reef and Alcova.
This is a great way to get your year’s list off to a good start.
If I know you are planning on coming, I can call you if the
weather cancels the ﬁeld trip. If there are any changes, I
will put out a notice on WyoBirds. For more information,
call me at 262-0055, or email me at hustace@gmail.com.
Stacey Scott
Re-Cap of Christmas Bird Count 2021- Summarized
from Stacey Scott’s report in February, 2021.
“[Last] year 12,491 individual birds were counted, including
61 species. The lowest number of birds counted occurred
in 1956 when 1,658 birds were found. The highest number
of birds counted was just three years ago when 16,721 (lots
of waterfowl that year) were tallied. By-the-way, we
recorded the most species (74) in 2012 and the least (28) in
1949. Generally, I think that we can say that practice and
the number of participants certainly helps in conducting
a CBC. I don’t have data that shows the number of
participants in this CBC over the years, but I’m guessing
that in the ﬁrst years there weren’t near as many counters
as we enjoy now.”
Last year also had 52 participants.
What better way to celebrate the end of a very strange
year than to wander around counting birds, sharing data,
and enjoying a good meal together.
We look forward to seeing you all there!
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Bates Hole Christmas Bird Count - On Saturday, January 1, 2022 we will have the
Bates Hole Christmas Bird Count. Meet at Charlie Scott’s house at 7:30 AM; we will
assign areas at that time. This is one of the last truly rural counts in the country,
and a great way to start the New Year. The Bates Hole Count started in 1978, and
the 15 mile diameter circle goes through Clark’s Corner, includes Lusby on the
River, crosses Wyoming 487 south of the Stock Trail and includes most of Corral
west of the bridge. In the last 30 years, only Bates Hole and Evanston have had
the most Sage-Grouse in the country. Bates Hole wins the competition in years
that the weather doesn’t force the Sage-Grouse into the Evanston Circle. Bates
Hole doesn’t get as many birds as the Casper Count, with less species (45-53 in
recent years) and many less individuals, but has lots of really good birds. We
usually ﬁnd lots of Golden Eagles and Rough-legged Hawks, Sage-Grouse,
Dippers, Snipe and Rosy Finches. When there are lots of people scattered over a
15 mile diameter circle, quite frequently we ﬁnd something unusual. You just
don’t know who will ﬁnd the really good birds. The weather in Casper on January
1 is usually cold with strong winds and blowing snow, while Bates Hole is usually
cold, sunny and calm. The sun and lack of wind make for a very nice day of
birding. Call Charlie Scott at 473-2512 or Stacey Scott at 262-0055 for more details.
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THANK YOU WERNER WILDLIFE MUSEUM!

Thank you so much for allowing Murie’s Teen Naturalist Club to use your space
really, really early in the morning! They were able to really learn a lot and stay
warm and safe during the wee hours. We so appreciate you!

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

It's that time again folks!
This is just a friendly reminder that September 30 was our annual membership
and renewal drive. All memberships expire on that date each and every year, so
this is our big push to renew current members and to encourage visitors and
guests to join.
We would love to have you as part of our education and conservation team.
Features and beneﬁts:
Monthly Newsletter
Education Programs
Guest speakers
Guided ﬁeld trips
Community projects
Education Grants
You can be part of our citizen scientist efforts. You do not have to be a birder to
join, enjoy, or take advantage of everything this site has to offer.
So, please, take a moment to sign up. The registration link is on our home page.
We have on-line payment options for electronic payment, and of course, you can
mail in payments using snail mail.
As always, thank you for your continued support.
Kind regards,
Harry
Murie Audubon Society
Membership Chair
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MAS VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Murie Audubon Society is to instill a passion for nature in present
and future generations through awareness, enjoyment, understanding,
appreciation, conservation, and advocacy.

MAS MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Murie Audubon Society is to promote the conservation of
birds and other wildlife through education and enhancement of natural
habitats, understanding, appreciation, conservation, and advocacy.

ABOUT MURIE AUDUBON
Please See: https://murieaudubon.org/about/
E-Mail: murie@murieaudubon.org

RENEW OR BECOME A REGULAR MEMBER OF MURIE AUDUBON
FOR ONLY $10
Today’s Date: ________________________
__ $10 One Year __ $20 Two Years __ $30 Three Years or electronic payment on our
website.
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ____________
Phone: ______________________________________________(Not shared with anyone – honest!)
Email: _______________________________________________(Again, not shared with anyone)
Please check: __ I want the Plains & Peaks newsletter delivered to the above address.
__ I want to save a tree and postage. DO NOT SEND ME SNAIL MAIL! I will
download a digital copy of the Plains & Peaks Newsletter from
http://MurieAudubon.org ☺
Please make checks payable to:
Murie Audubon Society, PO Box 2112, Casper, WY 82602
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