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Izaak Walton Clubhouse
General Meeting
November 11, 7:00 PM

Teen Naturalist Club
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Field Trips
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Morad Park
Field Trip to Casper Mountain
November 13, Meet at Morad Park 8 AM

Migration Hormone
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Membership Renewal
Memberships Expire September 30
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NOVEMBER BIRD
CHALLENGE

FIELD NOTES FROM THE
PRESIDENT
Happy November!

See if you can ﬁnd these 10
species of birds in Natrona
As you know, ‘tis the season to be Thankful! County during the month of
I’m so thankful for how Murie worked
November. Post results to our
towards meeting its mission, despite major facebook page for a prize!
setbacks this year.
❏
Snow Goose
❏
Canada Goose
Our mission “The Mission of Murie Audubon Society is to ❏
Cackling Goose
promote the conservation of birds and other wildlife
❏
Gadwall
through education and enhancements of natural
❏
Bufﬂehead
habitats, understanding, appreciation, conservation and ❏
Common Merganser
advocacy”, is a lofty one!
❏
Hooded Merganser
I’m proud to say that in the last year, we’ve been able to
❏
Common Goldeneye
support the education of fourth graders through the
❏
Mallard
ﬁeld science program, that you’ll hear more about, and
❏
Wild Turkey
our general meetings, our new teen club, and ﬁeld trips.
We’ve been able to enhance natural wildlife habitat at
the Piggery by our fence building project, and we’ve
made plenty of partners this year.
I just wanted to send out a thank you to our
membership stepping up to attend City Council
meetings (and other meetings), meeting with our new
partners, offering/organizing ﬁeld trips and classes, and
those informing us all about the events.
You’re the reason why we’ve been so successful in
meeting our mission this year! What a pleasure it is
working with you all!
Jenny Edwards

KIDS CORNER

Bird Feet Sure Do Vary
While the feet of humans may vary slightly by size, shape and color, the
feet of birds exhibit much, much more variability! One reason is because
“humans” are just one species and there are over 10,000 species of birds.
Also, if we consider factors such as variety of locomotion (movement) and
habitats used by birds, this variability makes sense.
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KIDS CORNER Continued
If we compare aquatic birds, those that live in or around water, to more terrestrial birds,
those that live on or near land, we can see some clear differences in feet. Most aquatic
birds will have webbed feet, which enable them to easily move in the water. Terrestrial
birds lack webbing because it is not needed to navigate on land. An interesting
example is the Coot, which is considered aquatic yet exhibits a different kind of
webbing from ducks, for example, because it can spend a signiﬁcant amount of time
on land.
Bird feet are typically unfeathered, however factors like habitat can dictate this as in
the case of some ptarmigans, owls and grouses who can have the entire foot covered
in feathers. Can you think of any reasons why these birds would have feathered feet
considering their habitat? Check out the different kind of bird feet shown in the ﬁgure
below, speciﬁcally the ones mentioned in this article.
Kelly Keenan
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MURIE AUDUBON NOVEMBER PROGRAM PRESENTS:
CASPER FIELD SCIENCE CAMP
The ﬁeld science camp for elementary
students currently in the fourth or ﬁfth
grade has been a program for students
in Casper since 2015. Last summer’s
camp ran June 14-18 from 8:45 a.m. to 4
p.m. The ﬁve-day camp provided ﬁeld
experience for students with an interest
in science and nature.
This camp was a great way to get fourth
and ﬁfth graders outdoors and excited
about nature and discovery. Instructors
included geologists, biologists, and
educators who invited the children to
share in the wonders of the natural world
of Wyoming, close to home.
Students participated in ﬁeld trips throughout the area to learn about the local plants, animals,
rocks, and fossils. They visited Casper city parks, Edness Kimball Wilkins State Park, the
Alcova/Pathﬁnder area, Casper Mountain, Bates Creek, and the Speas Fish Hatchery.
Jessie Anderson, a Field Science Leader, will be our guest speaker for the November 11 program.
Jessie has a BA in Earth Science from Wellesley College and a MS in Geology/Paleontology from the
University of Wyoming. She has experience as a Vet Tech, a Geologist, and is now part of the family
ranch at Bates Creek Cattle Company. As a volunteer, she has also been a Science Club leader and
Science Fair coordinator at Fort Caspar Academy.
Dr. Terry Logue, a 42 year Field Science veteran, will also present at the November 11 program to give
a historical perspective. Dr. Logue taught in the Natrona County Public Schools for 22 years and is an
Emeritus Professor of Earth Science from the University of North Alabama. He won the “Lifetime
Achievement Award in Science” from the Wyoming Science Teachers Association in 2000 and the
Murie Audubon Society 2014 Education Award.
Beth Wisely is an educator, hydrogeologist and geophysicist. She began teaching at Casper College
in 2013 following completion of her Doctoral Degree at the University of Oregon in Eugene, Oregon.
She is a member of the Diversity and Inclusion Committee at the college and is an advocate for
promoting equity in education and science. As the college sponsor and ﬁrst-year instructor for the
Field Science Camp, Wisely says, "That camp was the most fun I have had since moving to Casper.
Can I do it again next year?"
Remember folks, we’ve have moved to the 2nd Thursday of the month, but at the same venue.
Please join us on THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2021 at 7 pm at the Izaak Walton Clubhouse at 4205 Fort
Caspar Road for this program. As always, the program is free and open to the public! Hope to see
you there!
Bruce Walgren
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MURIE’S TEEN NATURALIST CLUB TAKES FLIGHT

On the last day of summer, September 21, which happened to be the ﬁrst hard frost
in many parts of Casper, Murie’s Teen Naturalist Club met for the ﬁrst time at Nancy
English Park at sunrise to learn about birding. The inaugural event brought three
youth together including Alayna who is a homeschooled 8th grader that wants to
be an ornithologist when she grows up, Tristan who is a 7th grader at CYMS and is
considering careers in geology, paleontology and falconry, and Austin who is also a
7th grader at CYMS and is aspiring to become a geologist or biologist. The session
was led by Luis Alza and also present was Jenny Edwards and Sarah Burger to assist.
We had a very eventful morning and spotted the following species:
Duck. One individual, ﬂying high. Difﬁcult to identify the species.
Rock Pigeon (Columbia livia). Group of individuals ﬂying around the northern part
of the park
Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto). Several small groups of individuals
standing in tall structures around the park
Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus). One individual at the top of a tree out of the
park
Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata). Several individuals moving around and eating
peanuts
American Robin (Turdus migratorius). Individuals around detected by calls
Gray Catbird (Dumetella carolinensis). One individual moving among the shrubs
close to the picnic table
Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum). A group of them moving around the park
Common Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula). Many individuals ﬂying around but also a big
group resting on a tree at the northern part of the park
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MURIE’S TEEN NATURALIST CLUB TAKES FLIGHT (continued)

The meeting concluded with a delicious hot breakfast specially prepared by Janice
Scott. The next Teen Club meeting will be Tuesday, October 26th at 6:30 am. If you
know of a youth who is in grades 6-12 and interested, please have them scan the QR
code to register for Remind text messages, text (see below) or email Sarah Burger at
sarah6122@myncsd.org.

BOOK CLUB
The Demon-Haunted World by Carl Sagan
* * * * 4 stars
An oldie, but a goodie. This book was written by our good
friend Carl, who tries to explain how the process of science is
humanity’s best chance at explaining the natural world. This
book was published in 1997, yet, it is disturbingly applicable
to today’s world. The UFOs, faith healing, and tabloids
popular in the 90s could certainly be replaced with modern
examples. I really like how Carl presents critical thinking as
our “bologna detector” tool to help us uncover truth, or as
close to truth as possible.
Jenny Edwards
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS
I will send out a notice on wyobirds about the ﬁeld trips and any changes, so if you get
wyobirds you will be notiﬁed of any changes. If you don't want to sign up for wyobirds
(which I completely understand), you can call me at 307 262-0055 or email me at
hustace@gmail.com and tell me you are interested. I can let you know if there are
changes or if the weather cancels a ﬁeld trip. Also, call me if you have any questions
about any of the trips, or if you have any ideas for ﬁeld trips. Stacey Scott
Saturday, Nov. 13 to Casper Mountain. Meet at 8:00AM at Morad Park. We will try an
energetic hike on Casper Mountain with the objective of getting back about noon. The
weather will dictate what we can do.
Saturday, Jan. 15 to Gray Reef and Alcova. Meet at the Game and Fish parking lot at 9:00
AM. There are usually lots of wintering ducks on Gray Reef, and sometimes we get lucky
and see Trumpeter Swans. This is a great way to see the wintering ducks and get a real
boost to your year’s bird list. We will also look around the Russian Olives on the edge of
Alcova to see what is wintering there.
Christmas Bird Counts - The Casper CBC will be on Saturday, Dec. 18. Please call Bruce
Walgren at 307 234-7455 or Stacey Scott at 307 262-0055 for information or assignments.
This is an organized count where we try to completely cover a 15 mile diameter circle and
only count each bird once. We have everything from feeder watchers to those that drive
around counting birds to those energetically hiking around looking for birds. Birding
skills are not necessary, we can team you with someone who knows the birds. What we
do need is to know who is going where so we can make sure as much of the circle is
covered as possible. Afterwards, we will have a potluck and then compile the results.
The Bates Hole CBC will be on Saturday, Jan. 1, 2022. This is a great way to start the New
Year. Call Charlie Scott at 307 473-2512 or Stacey Scott at 307 262-0055 for details. This is
one of the last truly rural counts in the country. Normally the weather in Casper is awful
on January 1, with cold, high winds, and blowing snow. In Bates Hole it is frequently cold
with no wind and bright sunshine. We usually have a wonderful time in really nice
January weather, so come out and join us for the count. We will meet at 7:30 in the
morning at Charlie’s house. We will split up into groups at that time.
Stacey Scott

Images taken from:

Kiddle
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RESEARCHERS IDENTIFY THE HORMONE THAT TELLS
MIGRATORY BIRDS TO STOP EATING AND KEEP MOVING
According to a new study, the same hormone that signals to humans we've eaten our
ﬁll triggers migrating birds to continue their trek. Just off the western coast of Italy
sits a ﬁve-mile-long island called Ponza, which is all that remains of the caldera rim of
an extinct volcano. Today, it's an important re-fueling station for migratory songbirds,
as it's often the ﬁrst stop they can make as they return to Europe after wintering in
Africa. Arriving at Ponza after a non-stop ﬂight over the Mediterranean, the birds
show up ready to eat. But after gorging themselves and before taking off again, the
birds engage in a frantic, curious behavior common to many migratory species and
known to ornithologists by the German word zugunruhe. Research performed on
poultry about a decade ago provided a clue: The hormone ghrelin, which signals to
humans and other mammals that it’s time to stop eating, plays a similar role in
chickens and quail. Fusani knew that migrating birds exhibit signs of zugunruhe
after they've stored up enough fat from their diet—or, in other words, when they’re
full. So he suspected that ghrelin might also be involved in their migration, perhaps
signaling when it's time to keep moving.
From Audubon: Researchers Identify the Hormone That Tells Migratory Birds to Stop Eating and Keep Moving
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

It's that time again folks!
This is just a friendly reminder that September 30 is our annual membership and
renewal drive. All memberships expire on that date each and every year, so this is
our big push to renew current members and to encourage visitors and guests to
join.
We would love to have you as part of our education and conservation team.
Features and beneﬁts:
Monthly Newsletter
Education Programs
Guest speakers
Guided ﬁeld trips
Community projects
Education Grants
You can be part of our citizen scientist efforts. You do not have to be a birder to
join, enjoy, or take advantage of everything this site has to offer.
So, please, take a moment to sign up. The registration link is on our home page.
We have on-line payment options for electronic payment, and of course, you can
mail in payments using snail mail.
As always, thank you for your continued support.
Kind regards,
Harry
Murie Audubon Society
Membership Chair
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MAS VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Murie Audubon Society is to instill a passion for nature in present
and future generations through awareness, enjoyment, understanding,
appreciation, conservation, and advocacy.

MAS MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Murie Audubon Society is to promote the conservation of
birds and other wildlife through education and enhancement of natural
habitats, understanding, appreciation, conservation, and advocacy.

ABOUT MURIE AUDUBON
Please See: https://murieaudubon.org/about/
E-Mail: murie@murieaudubon.org

RENEW OR BECOME A REGULAR MEMBER OF MURIE AUDUBON
FOR ONLY $10
Today’s Date: ________________________
__ $10 One Year __ $20 Two Years __ $30 Three Years or electronic payment on our
website.
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ____________
Phone: ______________________________________________(Not shared with anyone – honest!)
Email: _______________________________________________(Again, not shared with anyone)
Please check: __ I want the Plains & Peaks newsletter delivered to the above address.
__ I want to save a tree and postage. DO NOT SEND ME SNAIL MAIL! I will
download a digital copy of the Plains & Peaks Newsletter from
http://MurieAudubon.org ☺
Please make checks payable to:
Murie Audubon Society, PO Box 2112, Casper, WY 82602
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