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UPCOMING EVENTS

SPECIAL FEATURES

October 14 at Izaak Walton Clubhouse
General Meeting
7:00 PM

Teen Naturalist Club

pg 9

Field Trips
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October 16 at 9 AM, Morad Park
Field Trip to Gray Reef/Alcova
Membership Renewal
During the month of September
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OCTOBER BIRDS TO
SEE CHECKLIST

FIELD NOTES FROM THE
PRESIDENT
You guys! Our Morad property is well
on its way to being fenced!
I joined Wyatt Warner, his scout troop
1035, and his family. WOW! This group
of people were simply the best! Wyatt
was very busy, answering questions,
and running tools, and being a great
leader!
We laughed, we sweated, we worked hard together and
the fence is well on its way to being built.
I was very proud of our organization accomplishing a
goal that we set out pre-COVID. Thanks so much Zach
Hutchinson, for your vision and the expansion idea of
our area. Thanks to the board for your hard work and
dedication.
I can’t wait for us to ﬁnish the fence next weekend,
September 22nd. Next dream… interpretive center,
anyone?
We weren’t able to meet as a board last month, because
we had quite a few members out with COVID. We have
heard your concerns about not receiving the newsletter
in a timely manner, and we’re brainstorming ideas for
remedies. Thanks for your patience! Hope you all have a
wonderful fall season!

Welcome these October Birds
❏
Canada Goose
❏
Hooded Merganser
❏
Northern Flicker
❏
Blue Jays
❏
Mountain Chickadee
❏
Ruby-crowned Kinglets
❏
Nuthatches (Red and
white)
Possible Migrants
❏
White-crowned Sparrow
❏
Warblers
(Yellow-rumped,
Townsend, Wilson’s,
Orange-crowned)
❏
American Redstart
Birds on their way out
❏
Killdeer
❏
Double-crested
Cormorant
❏
American White Pelicans
❏
Turkey Vulture
❏
Western Wood Pewee
❏
Kingbirds
(Eastern/Western)
❏
Swallows
❏
House Wren
❏
Gray Catbird
*data compiled from eBird.

Jenny Edwards

KIDS CORNER
It’s beginning to look, feel and smell like fall, why?
Here in Wyoming we experience seasonality. This means we get to enjoy all
the interesting things winter, spring, summer and fall have to offer.
Much of the seasonality in WY is due to where our state is located on Earth
and the position of Earth relative to the sun. As Earth orbits the sun over
the course of a year, its orientation relative to the sun changes because of
the tilt of its axis of rotation. In North America, the September 22nd equinox
marks the ﬁrst day of fall. Soon after, the environment begins to undergo
changes such as fewer hours of daylight and cooler temperatures.Plants
and animals respond to seasonality.
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KIDS CORNER Continued
The environmental changes that fall brings can trigger transitions such as the leaves of
some trees to change color and fall, many insects to move to dormancy, many bird
species to migrate south to warmer areas, and even some mammals to begin
preparing for a speciﬁc state of dormancy known as hibernation. There are certainly
numerous other changes to the environment that are triggered by fall. Can you think
of any?
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MURIE AUDUBON OCTOBER PROGRAM PRESENTS:
MIGRATION OF WYOMING’S BURROWING OWLS ACROSS NORTH
AMERICA

Our October program will be an in person updated version of the May 2021 program. The
presentation itself is a collaborative effort sponsored by the Wyoming Game and Fish
Department and Murie Audubon Society.
Andrea Orabona is the statewide Nongame Bird Biologist for the Wyoming Game and Fish
Department’s Nongame Program based in Lander and will be presenting the Zoom
meeting. She is collaborating on this project with colleague Dr. Courtney Conway from the
University of Idaho and his research partners from the U.S., Canada, and Mexico.
Recent developments in solar-powered GPS technology in the form of smaller transmitters
are helping researchers collect data on the elusive seasonal migration and winter ranges of
Burrowing Owls that nest in Wyoming during the summer months. In the past few years,
researchers have placed satellite transmitters on Burrowing Owls in western states.
Unfortunately, many of those have died or their transmitters have stopped sending
locations. Owls outﬁtted with the new transmitters from Wyoming, along with other owls
from western states and Canadian provinces, will add new data and hopefully new
understating about these mysterious little birds.
The Burrowing Owl is classiﬁed as a Species of Greatest Conservation Need in Wyoming,
making this full annual cycle conservation project extremely important. Andrea will discuss
the need for this work, project objectives and methods, and results of Burrowing Owl
migration.
Remember folks, we’ve have moved to the 2nd Thursday of the month, but at the same
venue. Please join us on THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2021 at 7 pm at the Izaak Walton
Clubhouse at 4205 Fort Caspar Road for this program. As always, the program is free and
open to the public! Hope to see you there!
Bruce Walgren
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FENCING PROJECT AT “THE PIGGERY”
The right shows a photo of Wyatt’s family and
Scout Troop working to install our fence.
Remember, the purpose of this fence is to
keep dogs from Morad’s off-leash park from
encroaching on important bird habitat.
Once we start protecting this area, we hope
to see the following bird return to nesting in
this special area:
●
Virginia rail
●
Sora
●
Marsh wren
●
Common yellowthroat
●
Wood duck
●
Gadwell
●
Black-crowned night heron
If you get a chance, check out the new trai
and let us know if you spot any of these birds
returning!

SOURCE:
https://oilcity.news/wyoming/outdoors/2021/08/24/off-leash-dog-activity-at-cas
pers-morad-park-may-be-causing-wetlands-to-become-dead-zone/

5

ITS TIME TO TURN OFF LIGHTS TO SAVE BIRDS:
Millions of birds are moving through Colorado, and they need dark
skies.

Fort Collins, Colo. (August 30, 2021)—Over the next two nights, 9.5 million birds are
expected to migrate south over Colorado, according to the CSU Aeroeco Lab.
Although it may still be summer to people, it’s not to birds. Fall migration is
underway and the peak is expected to occur over the next month. During this
spectacular and perilous journey, birds need a simple favor. They need us to turn off
our lights.
To take advantage of calmer air and protection from predators, most birds migrate
at night. To navigate, they rely on cues in the night sky. Artiﬁcial light—ever
increasing with Colorado’s population—poses a serious threat to migratory birds.
“Outdoor lights attract and disorient birds. Some birds collide with buildings, while
others exhaust themselves in confusion,” said Zach Hutchinson, community science
coordinator for Audubon Rockies. Building collisions kill millions of birds each year,
and light pollution is an important contributor.
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ITS TIME TO TURN OFF LIGHTS TO SAVE BIRDS (Continued)
“The good news is that it’s very easy to do your part. Simply turning off or shielding
your outdoor lights during migration can save birds’ lives,” said Suzy Hiskey,
conservation coordinator for Denver Audubon. To maximize their impact,
Coloradans should turn off their lights as early in the evening as possible during
September.
Lights Out Colorado provides two simple steps people can take to have a big impact
on birds:
Shield outdoor lights to prevent light from being emitted upwards.
Turn off lights by midnight during bird migration seasons (April-May and
August-September).
“In addition to helping birds, reducing light pollution has the beneﬁts of lowering
energy usage, saving money, and preserving night skies for everyone,” said Richard
O’Brien, International Dark-sky Association Colorado chapter member.
To learn how to help birds in their communities, Colorado residents should visit the
Lights out Colorado website, where they can pledge to help migratory birds and
encourage local governments and businesses to take action.
(re-pinted with permission from Audubon Rockies.)
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Field Trips

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS

I will send out a notice on wyobirds about the ﬁeld trips and any changes, so if you
get wyobirds you will be notiﬁed of any changes. If you don't want to sign up for
wyobirds (which I completely understand), you can call me at 262-0055 or email
me at hustace@gmail.com and tell me you are interested. I can let you know if
there are changes or if the weather cancels a ﬁeld trip. Also, call me if you have
any questions about any of the trips, or if you have any ideas for ﬁeld trips. Stacey
Scott
Saturday, Oct. 16 to Gray Reef and Alcova. Meet at 9:00 AM at Morad Park for a
trip to Gray Reef and Alcova to see what is migrating. We should be back by noon.
Saturday, Nov. 13 to Casper Mountain. Meet at 8:00AM at Morad Park. We will try
an energetic hike on Casper Mountain with the objective of getting back about
noon. The weather will dictate what we can do.
December and January. We will have the Casper (74th) and Bates Hole (44th)
Christmas Bird Counts again this year. We will have more details later.
Stacey Scott
tice on wyobirds trips and any chan

BOOK CLUB
The Bird WayA New Look at How Birds Talk, Work, Play,
Parent, and Think, by Jennifer Ackerman
* * * * 4 stars
This book provided fascinating stories about how smart
birds truly are. I learned about birds playing,
communicating and using tools. I was most surprised by
birds and forest ﬁres chapter! My only criticism is that few
birds discussed in the book are local to the United States.
Maybe you read “The Genius of Birds, by Jennifer
Ackerman?” Same author, and similar material.
Jenny Edwards
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

It's that time again folks!
This is just a friendly reminder that September 30 is our annual membership and
renewal drive. All memberships expire on that date each and every year, so this is
our big push to renew current members and to encourage visitors and guests to
join.
We would love to have you as part of our education and conservation team.
Features and beneﬁts:
Monthly Newsletter
Education Programs
Guest speakers
Guided ﬁeld trips
Community projects
Education Grants
You can be part of our citizen scientist efforts. You do not have to be a birder to
join, enjoy, or take advantage of everything this site has to offer.
So, please, take a moment to sign up. The registration link is on our home page.
We have on-line payment options for electronic payment, and of course, you can
mail in payments using snail mail.
As always, thank you for your continued support.
Kind regards,
Harry
Murie Audubon Society
Membership Chair
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MAS VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Murie Audubon Society is to instill a passion for nature in present
and future generations through awareness, enjoyment, understanding,
appreciation, conservation, and advocacy.

MAS MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Murie Audubon Society is to promote the conservation of
birds and other wildlife through education and enhancement of natural
habitats, understanding, appreciation, conservation, and advocacy.

ABOUT MURIE AUDUBON
Please See: https://murieaudubon.org/about/
E-Mail: murie@murieaudubon.org

RENEW OR BECOME A REGULAR MEMBER OF MURIE AUDUBON
FOR ONLY $10
Today’s Date: ________________________
__ $10 One Year __ $20 Two Years __ $30 Three Years or electronic payment on our
website.
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ____________
Phone: ______________________________________________(Not shared with anyone – honest!)
Email: _______________________________________________(Again, not shared with anyone)
Please check: __ I want the Plains & Peaks newsletter delivered to the above address.
__ I want to save a tree and postage. DO NOT SEND ME SNAIL MAIL! I will
download a digital copy of the Plains & Peaks Newsletter from
http://MurieAudubon.org ☺
Please make checks payable to:
Murie Audubon Society, PO Box 2112, Casper, WY 82602
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Please Join Us For An
In-Person October 14th for
General Meeting

October
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