
	

 
M U RIE  A U D U B ON ’S  

PLAINS & PEAKS 
D e c e mb e r  2 0 1 9 / J an u a r y  2 0 2 0   VOL .  5 4  IS S UE  1  

                                         https://www.murieaudubon.org  I  Facebook@MurieAudubonSociety 

	

	
 
U P CO MI NG EV E NT S  
December 14 Christmas Bird Count 
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January 10  MAS Program- Black-footed Ferrets  
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Road 
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FR OM TH E P RE SI D E NT ’ S  F I EL D NO T E S  
 

 

Merry Christmas! 
 
I just got back from a "winter" "hike".  It's a challenge to work in the outdoors 
this time of year because dusk comes so early.  However, it has to be a 
priority at some point during my day. I was brainstorming where I can go 
walking once access to more remote areas disappears with the winter 
weather.  Here's my shortlist I thought I'd share with you.   
1. Rotary Park- access is open all winter now, and as long as you have sturdy 
boots for snow, its a go.  This time of year, I stick to the short loop to ensure 
that I can finish before dark. 
2. Amoco Park- the river trail gives me a bit of nature while I can still be close 
to my car.  I can also change routes for the amount of time I have.   

3. Morad, Piggery, and Game and Fish- Morad is a no leash dog park, but continue west to Murie 
property which we call "the piggery" and follow the pathway to the Game and Fish Office.  Check out 
the fence we're building, to protect bird habitat. 
4. Around the house- Checking in on the wildlife in our neighborhoods is extremely helpful, and no 
driving is required.   
 
I am also excited to get out and enjoy some of the monthly field trips Stacey Scott has planned for us.  
Look for those posted, the Saturday following our Murie meeting. 
 
And... As you know, you can get outdoors by participating in our Christmas bird counts.  We take 
volunteers of all levels, and there's always a good story or two, bird data, warm soup, and strong 
coffee.  This year we're offering bird identification classes prior, and pot luck the night of the count.  
See the rest of this newsletter for more information.   
 
I hope to see you enjoying Wyoming's outdoors this winter! 
Jenny 
 
President 
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KIDS CORNER 

 

 

  
Can one bird have multiple names? 
 
Living things from bacteria to birds are given a scientific name. The nice thing about 
scientific names is that they are universal, meaning it doesn’t matter which language 
you speak or where you are from the scientific name will be the same.  Names 
commonly used for living things, known as the “common name”, can be a bit tricky.  A 
great example of a bird with multiple common names is the Canada jay.  This bird is 

also known by such common names as the gray jay, robber jay and whiskey jay.  However the 
scientific name for all the common names of this bird is Perisoreus canadensis.  Another example is 
Passer domesticus.  This bird has at least two common names; do you know what they are?  
So yes, birds can have more than one common name but they have just one scientific name.   
 
 
By Kelly Keenan 

 

													

 

 

FEEDERWATCH; LEARNING ABOUT BIRDS ON YOUR BACKYARD 

Following last month’s Newsletter note about eBird, this time we will explain what the 
project FeederWatch is and share a personal experience of how to use and enjoy this program. 
Established first as the Ontario Feeder Survey in 1976 by Erica Dunn at Long Point Bird 
Observatory (now Bird Studies Canada), and later (in the winter 1987–88) expanded to cover all of 
North America in association with the Cornell lab of Ornithology, FeederWatch is a continent wide 
winter-long (November-April) survey of birds at feeders. This citizen-science project is “a proven 
tool for understanding what is happening in your own backyard and to track long-term trends in the 
distribution and abundance of winter bird populations for scientists.”  

This project is supported almost entirely by its participants.  The annual participation fee is 
$18 for U.S. residents ($15 for Cornell Lab members). This fee covers materials, staff support, web 
design, data analysis, and the year-end report. To be part of this project, you can visit the 
FeederWatch website (https://feederwatch.org/) to explore and learn more about what is known or 
what’s been done with the data. If you decide to be part of this project, and you have an eBird 
account, you can use it to add and explore your data to FeederWatch. This is possible because both 
eBird and FeederWatch are part of the Cornell Lab. If you have a feeder, birdbath, or habitat that 
attracts birds, and you can define a schedule that best matched with you free time to count birds, 
this can be an interesting activity to keep in mind during the winters, huh? 

As a personal experience, Bart Rea comments: “FeederWatch is an easy and fun way to add a 
little science to what you see out your kitchen window on weekends. You can count the birds at 
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your feeders for as little as 1/2 hour or all day long for two days each week, list them on a tally 
sheet along with some weather information and submit it each week on the Feeder Watch website. 
It is a great way to see what other folks are seeing around Wyoming and North America each week 
and an easy way to keep a record of which species are visiting your own feeders throughout the 
winter. 

I have been doing this for about ten years and find that it is not only fun but that it adds a 
little discipline to my observations. The data is collected and compiled at Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
which knows which species are apt to be common at your location and will question your reporting 
of an unusual bird and ask for confirmation either by describing the bird or submitting a photo.” 

For more information please visit: https://feederwatch.org/about/project-overview/ 

By Bart Rea & Luis Alza 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT ID CLASS AND THANKFUL THURSDAY 
 
Murie Audubon, in partnership with Audubon Rockies, will offer a bird identification course prior to 
the December 14th Casper Christmas Bird Count. If you are interested, please contact Zach 
Hutchinson at zhutchinson@audubon.org to register. 
 
Here is our current class schedule (subject to change based on availability): 
 
Date: 12/9 & 12/12 
Time: 6 - 8 PM 
Location: Izaak Walton League Lodge, Chapter 9 
Address: 4205 Fort Caspar Road 
Casper, WY 82604 
 
Thankful Thursday Fundraiser at The Beacon 
 
Audubon Rockies will be co-hosting a Thankful Thursday Fundraiser with The Beacon and 
Townsquare Media on January 16th, 2020. All Murie Audubon Society members are invited to join us 
for an evening of fun, raising awareness for our work in the community.  
 
Date: 01/16/2020 
Time: 5:00 PM - Night Begins 
6:30 PM - Live Auction 
Location: The Beacon Club 
 
Zach Hutchinson 
Community Naturalist c: 307.247.0700   Audubon Rockies, 116 N College Ave, Suite 1 
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MURIE AUDUBON PROGRAM PRESENTS 
 

 
 
 

 

BLACK-FOOTED FERRETS IN WYOMING 
 
One of North America’s most endangered mammals, the black-footed ferret, will be the topic of the 
January meeting.   
In July of 2016, 35 ferrets were released on the Lazy BV and Pitchfork Ranches, outside Meeteetse, 
Wyoming. This is the same spot where ferrets were rediscovered 37 years ago when they were 
thought to be extinct. 
Ferrets were reintroduced to the Shirley Basin 27 years ago. This was the first wild reintroduction site 
in the country and remains the largest lasting reintroduction sites.  The Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department continues to monitor both sites annually.   
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The ferrets that were found near Meeteetse in 1981 were captured and served as the basis for the 
captive breeding program that was started in 1986.  Since the program began, ferrets have been 
reintroduced to two sites in Wyoming, as well as in South Dakota, Montana, Arizona, Utah, Colorado, 
Kansas, New Mexico, Canada and Mexico.  
Wyoming Game and Fish Non-Game Biologists Nichole Bjornlie and Dana Nelson will present the 
program about the ferrets, their ecology, and their status in Wyoming. 

Join us on Friday, January 10, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. at the Izaak Walton Clubhouse located at 4205 Fort 
Caspar Road for this program. 

 
 
  

FIELD TRIPS 
 
Murie Audubon is going to try to have a field trip the day following the regular meeting every month.  
Depending on the season and where we are going, the times will vary, but we hope to have a field trip 
once a month, even in the summer.  When the birding is good, during the spring and fall migration, we 
will probably have additional field trips.  If anyone has ideas about a good field trip (we are open to 
ideas that don't include birding), or would like to lead one, please contact Stacey Scott at 
hustace@gmail.com or 262-0055. 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 
 
Christmas Bird Counts  -  Casper Christmas Bird Count - Saturday, December 14.  We will meet at 
7:00 to 8:00 AM at a new location, the Sonrise Room of the First United Methodist Church, and have 
a potluck supper after 5:00 PM at the same location to compile what was seen during the day.  The 
Sonrise Room is the room on the east side of the main church that is entered from under the 
breezeway between the Asbury Center (on the corner of Beech & Second Streets) and the main 
church.  The Methodist Church is located in the 300 block of East 2nd Street.  We will split into groups 
(called parties by the count bureaucrats) that will cover as much of the 15 mile diameter circle as we 
can.  Some of the parties like Jackson Canyon and the Mountain will be pretty energetic outings, but 
others will mostly be driving.  This is a really fun way of going birding in December.  I find the 
compilation of the results after the potluck to be really worthwhile.  It is amazing how many 
interesting birds can be found when you put 30 to 40 birders in a 15 mile circle.  Call Stacey Scott at 
262-0055 or Bruce Walgren at 234-7455 for more information.  Also, note that Zach Hutchinson has 
two classes on birds that can be seen in December. 
 
The Bates Hole Christmas Bird Count will be Wednesday, January 1, 2020.  This count is one of the 
only rural counts in the country.  The first count was in 1978 and the circle is centered southeast of 
the Two-Bar Headquarters.  For those interested in owling, we usually find quite a few Great-Horned 
Owls, and occasionally Saw-whet or Eastern Screech Owls.  We will meet at Charlie Scott's house on 
the Two-Bar at 7:30 AM to split into the different parties.  We will meet back at Charlie's about noon, 
so it is easy to do a half day if you would like.  Usually the weather is horrible in Casper with strong 
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southwest winds and clouds, but Bates Hole will be calm and sunny.  Come out for some pleasant 
winter birding and a great way to start the New Year.  We will finish with supper at the Two-Bar and 
compile the results.  For more information, call Charlie Scott at 473-2512 or Stacey Scott at 262-
0055. 
 
 
Field Trip - Saturday, January 11 - We will meet at 9:00 AM at the Casper Game and Fish parking lot 
for a bird trip to Gray Reef and Alcova to look at wintering birds.  We should be back about noon.  Call 
Stacey Scott at 262-0055 for details. 
 
First United Methodist Church parking areas map: 
 
 

 
 
 
Dec. 14, 2019, 7-8:30AM pre-count gathering, 5:30 - 8:00PM Potluck and count tally, 302 East 2nd 
Street, across from the Natrona County Library. 
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WYOMING’S BIRDS FAMILY ORDERS 
	

The classification of bird species involves grouping them into categories defined by their internal (including 
DNA) and external morphological similarities. As a part of that classification, birds can be grouped in 36 orders 
(base on Winkler et al. 2016). Some of the orders present in Wyoming are listed below. From Luis Alza 
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EVEN EAGLES HAVE DATA ROAMING LIMITS, RESEARCHERS FIND 

 

 

By Elian Peltier 

 

When one bird being tracked by Russian scientists flew to Iran, its transmitter sent a flood of text 
messages that ate up the tracking budget. Russian ornithologists tracking the migration routes of 13 
endangered steppe eagles carrying SMS transmitters ran out of money when one of the birds, Min, 
drained the researchers’ phone credit for the project. 

 

He suddenly sent hundreds of backlogged text messages at once as he flew from Kazakhstan, where 
rates are cheaper, to Iran, where they are more expensive, a researcher said. Russia had fewer than 
10,000 steppe eagles in 2013, according to the conservation group. The bird breeds in southern 
Russia and in Kazakhstan, but their yearly migration can take them as far as India, the Middle East and 
Africa. 

October 26, 2019 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/26/world/europe/eagles-data-roaming-charges.html 
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M AS V I S IO N ST AT E ME NT  

The vision of Murie Audubon Society is to 
instill a passion for nature in present and future 

generations through awareness, enjoyment, 
understanding, appreciation, conservation, and 

advocacy. 

 

M AS MI SSI O N S T AT EM E NT  
The mission of Murie Audubon Society is to 
promote the conservation of birds and other 
wildlife through education and enhancement 

of natural habitats, understanding, 
appreciation, conservation, and advocacy. 

 
N O T IC E  T O ME M B E R S  O F M U R I E  N E W S L E T TE R  R E C IP I E N T S  

 
Those who have not paid in one year or more should see “Exp:” and a date of expiration on your 
mailing label, on the same line as your name. You will only receive one more issue after the 
expiration date. If you feel this is in error, please contact Harry Martin 307-258-1255 to update 
details. 
 
Please be patient if you have renewed your membership. It could take up to 60 days for the 
renewal to be updated in our database. A good reason to renew before your expiration date. 

 

ABOUT MURIE AUDUBON 

 
Please See: https://murieaudubon.org/about/ 
E-Mail: murie@murieaudubon.org 

 

RENEW OR BECOME A REGULAR MEMBER OF MURIE AUDUBON FOR ONLY $10 
 
Today’s Date: ________________________ 
 
__ $10 One Year __$20 Two Years __$30 Three Years or electronic payment on our website 
 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 
City: _______________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ____________ 
Phone: ______________________________________________(Not shared with anyone – honest!) 
Email: _________________________________________________(Again, not shared with anyone) 
 
Please check:  __ I want the Plains & Peaks newsletter delivered to the above address. 
   __ I want to save a tree and postage. DO NOT SEND ME SNAIL MAIL! I will 
   download a digital copy of the Plains & Peaks Newsletter from 
   http://MurieAudubon.org ☺ 
 
Please make checks payable to: Murie Audubon Society, PO Box 2112, Casper, WY 82602 
�- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -	
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Murie Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 2112 

Casper, WY  80602 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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