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U P CO MI NG EV E NT S  
Feb 8th   Birds of Argentina 
7pm at Izaak Walton Clubhouse, 4205 Fort Caspar 
Road 
 
Feb 21st   Audubon Fund Raiser 
5-7 pm at 5700 West Poison Spider Rd  
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FR O M TH E P RE SI D E NT ’ S  F I EL D NOT E S  
 

Advice to a New MAS Member- a parody 
So, you’ve decided to join Murie Audubon.  We are so very thankful for your patience! 
First of all, maybe you joined because you joined one of our riveting bird lectures on a 
Friday night or perhaps you banded some birds at EKW this summer and it still wanted 
more.  Either way, you’re stuck with us now.  And you’ll probably be asked to volunteer in 
the mud, the snow, the wind in the future, and we are so thankful.  I mean, seriously, I 
thought birds were fair weather creatures? 
As president, I decided to impart some advice, not personal advice, but advice from a 
friend, as you navigate the social dynamics of this unique and passionate group. 
1.     Always have a cool bird sighting to announce on Friday Night Programs.  This IS a 
competition. 
2.     If you don’t have a cool bird sighting, you can always one-up your neighbor.  This 
works, especially when shared with enthusiasm.  For example “Oh yea, Rose-Mary? Well, I 
saw 5 American Robins at my feeder!”  You see, Robins aren’t cool per se, but the number 

and enthusiastic tone allows me to win, as it is a competition. 
3.     Never go birding without a sandwich.  Beginning birders may think that they will be back by 
lunch.  Advanced birders know that if Stacey is involved, they’re committed all day and will probably help with 
the cows at dinner.  
4.     If you’re birding with Zach, bring running shoes, preferably track shoes with spikes.  You’ll be jumping over 
logs, running through the woods, and hurtling sagebrush to catch a view of the illustrious American Dipper that 
Zach swore he heard. 
5.     Driving on a birding expedition is a multi-person endeavor.  Everyone in the vehicle is in charge of 
watching the road and watching for birds.  Back seat drivers welcome! 
6.     When you’re birding with a large group of birders through Jackson Canyon… NEVER whistle a tune to 
yourself.  Doing so will initiate all manner of reactions from ssshhh's to "that's a three-legged snipe."  Actually, 
it's quite fun, maybe you should try it while you’re still a rookie and can get away with it! 

  
We thank you so much for joining us!  We promise to share our binoculars but probably not our sandwiches. 
 
Jenny Edwards 
 
	

Kids Corner 
 

The Blue jay is a songbird that belongs to the family of crows. Blue jay inhabits 
deciduous, coniferous and mixed forests and lives close to human settlements. Major 
threats for the survival of blue jays in the wild are collision with man-made structures, 
diseases (such as West Nile Virus) and predation (domestic cats). Despite these factors, 
population of blue jays in the wild is large and stable.	Blue jay can reach 9 to 12 inches 
in length and 2.5 to 3.5 ounces of weight. Males are slightly larger than females. Blue 
jay has crest on top of the head. Erect crest is a sign of aggression, while brush-like 
crest symbolizes fear. Flattened crest can be seen in relaxed birds. Blue jay has a 

wingspan of 13 to 17 inches and it flies at speed of 20 to 25 miles per hour. Blue jays are very 
intelligent birds. Captive birds use rolled paper to reach food located outside the cage. Wild birds are 
waiting for people to leave the fields before they dig out seed from the ground. Blue jay can survive 
around 7 years in the wild and up to 26 years in the captivity. 
http://www.softschools.com/facts/animals/blue_jay_facts/1139/ 
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BATES HOLE CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 
	
The Bates Hole Christmas Bird Count was held January 1, on the coldest day of the winter so far.  The 
temperatures started at -19° and warmed to +12°.  Owling at those temperatures with a light wind was 
not much fun, except that I did hear 5 Great-horned Owls.  After the sun came up, it really wasn't that 
bad.  As usual, we were in the sunshine and the wind was calm, while in Casper the wind was blowing 
and it was miserable weather.  Everyone came prepared for the cold, and no one got really cold; I even 
had to take off a couple of layers when it got to +1° and I was walking along Bates Creek.  All in all it 
was a fun day of birding. 
 
The best bird of a day was a really lucky find.  We had finished counting birds at the Garrett Ranch bird 
feeder and were walking back to the pickup after a very pleasant talk with Mrs. Garrett when Luis Alza 
and Ellis Hein spotted a flock of Rosy Finches.  While Luis was getting pictures of the Rosy Finches, I 
got our list up to date.  I then decided to watch the Rosy Finches, which I really enjoy doing.  The first 
group I looked at had a Green-tailed Towhee on the ground with them.  Luis got very nice pictures of 
it.  If the Rosy Finches had been a few minutes later, we would have missed both the Rosy Finches and 
the Towhee.  I think luck is always part of birding. 
 
The 178 Sage-grouse are a very good number for this count.  Hopefully, it means that the Lek counts 
in the spring will be up as well.  It is interesting to note that the two counts that have had the most 
Sage-grouse over the last couple of decades are the Evanston and Bates Hole counts.  In both cases, 
the grouse live on rangeland that is managed by time controlled grazing where the cattle are rotated on 
a regular basis and the plants are allowed to recover before being grazed again.  In Bates Hole, the last 
time a Sage-grouse was seen on the CBC on rangeland that was not under a time controlled grazing 
program was on January 1, 2001.  We used to find the grouse on various ranches within the count 
circle, but since 2001 they have been concentrated on the part of the circle controlled by the Garrett 
Ranch and the Two-Bar Ranch.  These are the only large ranches within the circle that follow the time 
controlled grazing system.  This is not an isolated incident; many ranchers following a time controlled 
rotation that allows the plants to recover before grazing again have also seen grouse that do well 
compared to their season long grazing neighbors. 
 
We are pleased with the 30 Golden Eagles that we saw.  The Eagle numbers have been down for 
several years, and it is good to see good numbers again.  The rabbits, the primary food for Golden 
Eagles, are also doing well, but the rabbits are probably several years from their peak. 
 
Below is the list of what was seen. 
 
Canada Goose    882 (high) (several large flocks flew south through the circle on January 1) 
Mallard   145 
Common Goldeneye  5  (low) 
Common Merganser  1 
Gray Partridge  5  (low, but not many have been seen for several years) 
Greater Sage-Grouse 178  (a very good count) 
Wild Turkey 124 
Great Blue Heron  1 
Bald Eagle  23  (10 Adults, 13 Immature) 



 
	

	

Northern Harrier  6 
Red-tailed Hawk  6 
Ferruginous Hawk 1 
Rough-legged Hawk 12 
Golden Eagle 30  (high) (23 adults, 7 Immature) 
Prairie Falcon  2 
Wilson's Snipe  7 
Rock Pigeon 22 
Eurasian Collared-dove  39 
Great Horned Owl  6  (low) 
Belted Kingfisher 3 
Downy Woodpecker 1 
Northern Flicker (Red-shafted)  2 
Pinyon Jay 14 
Blue Jay 2 (new this year) 
Black-billed Magpie 189 
American Crow 3 
Common Raven 49 
Horned Lark 65 
Black-capped Chickadee 6 
Mountain Chickadee 9 
White-breasted Nuthatch 1 
American Dipper 2 
Townsend's Solitaire 9 
American Robin 3 
European Starling 126 
Green-tailed Towhee 1 (only 2 other spotting for this count) 
American Tree Sparrow 84 
Song Sparrow 9 
Harris's Sparrow 3 
Dark-eyed Junco 68 
Red-winged Blackbird 46 
Gray-crowned Rosy Finch 67 
House Finch 43 
Common Redpoll  cw (count week) 
American Goldfinch 14 
House Sparrow 109 
 
Total of 45 species and 1 count week, and 2,423 individual birds. 
 
 
Stacey Scott 
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MURIE AUDUBON PROGRAM PRESENTS 

 

 
PHOTO BY By Enaldo Valadares - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=32922684 

 
 

Kent Sundell returns as our guest speaker for our February 8 program.  
Kent’s travels took him to Argentina, primarily for hunting, but he also 
has pictures of other bird and wildlife species for our enjoyment.  Kent 
will share his experience with the bird species that are thriving in the 
agricultural areas of this part of Central Argentina. 
Please join us on Friday, February 8, 2019 at 7 pm at the Izaak Walton 
Clubhouse at 4205 Fort Caspar Road for this program.  As always, the 
program is free and open to the public!  See you there! 
 

-Bruce Walgren 
	 	



 
	

	

 
CASPER CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

 
The 71st Casper Christmas Bird count was held Saturday December 15th, 2018, on a very windy (25 to 
40 mph winds) day.  Fortunately, the temperatures weren’t too extreme – 41 to 48 degrees at the 
lower elevations and 28 degrees on Casper Mountain.  Still water was partly frozen and moving water 
was also partly frozen.  Despite the unpleasant windy conditions, almost 60 volunteers participated, 
either in the field or monitoring their feeders and yards – many thanks go out to all that helped with the 
annual census!  16,721 individual birds, representing 65 species, were tallied throughout the day.  Three 
more species were seen during count week.  The number of individuals is a new record for Casper, due 
in part to the record number of Canada Geese that were in the area.  Many counts are reporting large 
numbers of over-wintering Canada Geese in recent years.  European Starlings, Eurasian Collar-Doves, 
and House Sparrows were reported in large numbers, but no Pine Siskins, Cassin’s Finches, or Red 
Crossbills were found. A new species to the count (seen during count week) was the Eastern Bluebird 
seen by Stacey Scott in the Bessemer Bend area.  An American Three-toed Woodpecker (found on 
Casper Mountain by Zach Hutchinson), a Canyon Wren (found by J.P. Cavigelli), and a Snow Goose 
(seen by Joe Scott) were some of the more uncommon species that were found.  Thanks again to Kim 
Grant and Murie Audubon for providing the after count meal from Qdoba.  Below is the complete count 
results: 
 
Snow Goose 1  Steller's Jay 24 
Cackling Goose 12  Blue Jay 60 
Canada Goose 4552  Black-billed Magpie 157 
Gadwall 14  Clark's Nutcracker 1 
American Wigeon 3  American Crow 79 
Mallard 792  Common Raven 50 
American Green-winged Teal 8  Horned Lark 20 
Ring-necked Duck 2  Black-capped Chickadee 58 
Bufflehead 7  Mountain Chickadee 70 
Common Goldeneye 254  Red-breasted Nuthatch 12 
Barrow's Goldeneye 2  White-breasted Nuthatch 7 
Hooded Merganser 5  Pygmy Nuthatch 16 
Common Merganser 36  Brown Creeper 3 
Wild Turkey 180  Canyon Wren 1 
Great Blue Heron 1  Eastern Bluebird cw 
Golden Eagle MATURE 8  Mountain Bluebird 1 
Golden Eagle IMMATURE 8  Townsend's Solitaire 29 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 5  American Robin 385 
Cooper's Hawk 1  European Starling 4077 
Northern Goshawk 2  Cedar Waxwing cw 
Bald Eagle MATURE 5  American Tree Sparrow 1 
Bald Eagle IMMATURE 1  Junco - Dark-eyed 73 
Red-tailed Hawk 8  Junco - SLATE COLORED 14 
Rough-legged Hawk 4  Junco - OREGON FORM 8 
Ferruginous Hawk 2  Junco - PINK-SIDED FORM 1 
Wilson's Snipe 2  White-crowned Sparrow 1 
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Ring-billed Gull 102  Harris' Sparrow 3 
Rock Pigeon 929  Song Sparrow 7 
Eurasian Collared-Dove 1100  Pine Grosbeak 6 
Mourning Dove 11  House Finch 267 
Eastern Screech-Owl 1  American Goldfinch 12 
Great Horned Owl 3  Evening Grosbeak 67 
Belted Kingfisher 1  House Sparrow 3045 
Downy Woodpecker 9    
Hairy Woodpecker 5    
AmericanThree-toed Woodpecker 1    
Northern Flicker (Red Shafted) 71  Number of Species 65 
Northern Flicker (Unknown) 1    
Merlin 1  Total Individuals 16721 
Peregrine Falcon cw    
Pinyon Jay 16    
     

 
COMMUNITY NATURALIST UPDATE 

 

Established in 2016, this MAPS Station is located near Casper, Wyoming. The station manager for the 
EKWS station is Zach Hutchinson. The primary habitat type for this station is a riparian cottonwood 
gallery dominated by narrowleaf, eastern, and hybrid cottonwoods.  

By The Numbers 
Each year, our stations seem to catch one species of bird over other species by a large margin.  

At our Edness K. Wilkins State Park, two species always seem to bring home the prize for most 
numerous birders! Luckily, for our team, one is gorgeous and both are amazing vocalists! Here are our 
top 5: 

1. Yellow Warbler – 60 

2. House Wren – 43  

3. Western Wood-Pewee – 17 

4. American Robin – 14 

5. Chipping Sparrow – 13 

The Cool Stuff! When banding birds, you never know what species will show 
up. It is almost like unwrapping a birthday present every time you walk to the 
nets! 

In the state of Wyoming, finding a Dickcissel in proper habitat is a great day. But, to find a Dickcissel in 
your net is an earth shattering moment! The Dickcissel is definitely the bird of the year for our EKWS 
Station, but the bird we missed would have been the bigger prize. Five of our seven banding weeks, we 
had a Yellow-billed Cuckoo visit our station. Every morning he would start singing just before sunrise 
and stop before 8 am. On our final day of banding, he swooped low over Net 07, but alas, he guided 
himself over our outstretched strings and left at the end of summer. Bandless. 

Heroes and Visitors 



 
	

	

This summer, Audubon Rockies collaborated with the Central Wyoming Boys & Girls Club to bring over 
500 students out to our Casper banding stations! We had volunteers, train and band, from the Bureau 
of Land Management and the Wyoming Game & Fish.  

I want to recognize Larry and Kathy Keffer for their devotion to the station over the years. They are a 
bird banding power couple! Additionally, Lewis Hein was one of our strongest young banders. Our hero 
award goes to volunteer extraordinaire, Ellis Hein! Ellis is an assistant bander who has not missed a 
single banding, and works hard to minimize mistakes at our Casper stations. Thanks for all you do Ellis! 
 
If you want to see the rest of the report for all of Audubon Rockies’ MAPS stations, email me at 
zhutchinson@audubon.org! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUDUBON ROCKIES FUNDRAISER 
 
Join us on February 21st from 5 to 7 pm at Uncorked! This fundraiser will support the Casper 
Community Naturalist program, which worked with over 3,400 students in 2018. These students 
experienced amazing programs like our Sagebrush Trunk, MAPS Bird Banding Station, and Saw-whet 
Owl Bandings!  
 
If you have an amazing item for donation to our silent auction, contact me at zhutchinson@audubon.org. 
See you February 21st! 

 
Date: February 21st, 2019 
Time: 5 to 7 pm 
Cost: $10 at the door 
Location: Uncorked! 
Address: 5700 West Poison Spider Rd 
Mills, WY 82604 

 
 

BIRD FEEDER PART III 
 

In my last article, I presented PVC materials to 
construct a bird friendly feeder. Something that 
could withstand hail stones, deer attack, and prevent 
big bird from cleaning out the feeder. I got this idea 
by poking around on the Internet and watching 
countless YouTube videos. A painful experience I 
might add as everyone wants to combine the worst 

music and narrating skills imaginable. I finally got through it all and decided on this particular design. I used 
thin wall 4" PVC piping for the feeder. The ports were drilled with a 1-1/4 inch round saw. A 1-1/2 inch 
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piece of PVC joined the two ports, and two 1-1/4 inch holes were drilled 
into the bottom of the pipe thus creating a baffle to prevent the seed from 
spilling out. 
The base of the feeder was sealed off using a pressure cap held in place 
with two tie-wraps. You simply drill small holes just big enough to run the 
tie wraps through the holes, locking the cap into place. Clip off the 
excess length of tie-wrap and you are done. The remaining tie-wrap is 
short enough so that big bird has no chance of feeding as the tie wrap 
bends under the weight of anything weighing more than a sparrow. If 
done right, it's all press fit construction. No glue or screws required.  
So how did it work? See the photos. The birds started feeding from it 
right away. Pros and Cons? You bet. Pros: Fairly easy to construct, cheap, 
easy to repair, and you can make this feeder ten feet long if you want. 
Deer and turkey proof. 
Cons: Bottom of feeder slowly fills with debris, difficult to clean, can't see 
from afar when the feeder is empty, picky sparrows fling uneaten seed. 
Can't see bird on far side of feeder. 
Conclusion: A good durable inexpensive feeder that should last a lifetime. 
Needs extra attention to check feed level and cleaning. 
After building this feeder, I came up with a better idea. That will be the 
subject of my next article. 
Stay tuned for more updates from the Martin Bird Feeder Research & 
Development Testing Grounds. 
 
 
Harry 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
	

	

 
H ELP  S U PP O RT M U RIE  A U D U BO N D SO CI ET Y C H AP TE R  

B E CO ME A ‘ F RIE N D’  OF  M U RI E  A U D U BO N  
	

The annual cost of being an individual or family ‘Friend’ is a donation of $10 or more. 
 
Benefits include: 
* Free monthly programs * Field trips * Monthly subscription to Plains and Peaks newsletter 
 
Your generous donations support: 
* MurieAudubon.org - our website * Local conservation efforts * Local Environmental Education 
* WYOBIRDS email list server * Audubon Adventures * Annual Banquet 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ All of your funds are used locally here in Wyoming ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Today’s Date: ________________________ 

r $10 One Year __________________________________________________________________ 

r Audubon Adventures ($46.65 per classroom)__________________________________________ 

r Other (Please Designate) $________________________________________________________ 

 

Total $________________ 

 

Please check one:  ☐ New Member      ☐Change      ☐ Correction      ☐ Update     ☐ Renewal 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ____________ 

Phone: ______________________________________________(Not shared with anyone – honest!) 

Email: _________________________________________________(Again, not shared with anyone) 

Please check:  

r I want the Plains & Peaks newsletter delivered to the above address. 

r I want to save a tree and postage. DO NOT SEND ME SNAIL MAIL! I will download a digital 
copy of the Plains & Peaks Newsletter from http://MurieAudubon.org ☺ 

 
Please make checks payable to: 
Murie Audubon Society 
PO Box 2112 
Casper, WY 82602 

Thank you for your support!  
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MAS CHAPTER OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT—Jenny Edwards (307-259-9956) 
jenny5526@myncsd.org 
VICE-PRESIDENT—Larry Keffer (259-9778) 
keffer2005@yahoo.com 
RECORDING SECRETARY—Kim Grant, 
kimgrant5000@gmail.com 
TREASURER—Stacey Scott (262-0055), 
hustace@gmail.com 
PROGRAM CHAIR—Bruce Walgren 
CIRCULATION/MEMBERSHIP RECORDS—Jan Whitney 
(237-7709), janw@tribcsp.com 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR—Harry Martin (258-1255), 
harry@harrymartincartoons.com 
EDUCATION CHAIR—Vacant 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR—Casey Leary, (247-3470), 
casefish6@msn.com  
WEBSITE—Harry Martin, (258-1255), 
harry@harrymartincartoons.com 
HOSPITALITY CHAIR—Kathy Haden (259-2165), 
KathyaKnapp@hotmail.com; Nancy Stichert (265-0144), 
nstichert@teglerinsurance.com 
PUBLICITY CHAIR—Jenny Edwards, 
jenny5526@myncsd.org 
FIELD TRIP CHAIR—Sarah Baird, sbaird75@yahoo.com 
BANQUET CHAIR—VACANT 
EMERITUS—Bart Rea (234-6282), bdrea@tribscp.com 
PAST PRESIDENT—Zach Hutchinson (307-247-0700) 
  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Term Expires 2018 
Bob Yonts, (473-3045), bbyonts@juno.com, Rose-Mary 

King, Chris Michelson (234-8726), michelsonce@aol.com 
Term Expires 2019 
Jenny Edwards, jennny5526@myncsd.org 
Tiffany Leary 
Luis Alza 
Kelly Keenan 
Harry Martin 
Sarah Baird 

 

AUDUBON ROCKIES - REGIONAL OFFICE OF 
NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 

 
Regional Office: 106 N. College Ave., Suite 1, Fort Collins, CO 
80524. Phone: 970-416-6931 (Contact number for staff) 
Regional Community Naturalists, 410 McKean Rd., Moorcroft 
WY 82721, Phone: 307-756-3149.  
Dusty Downey—Cell: 504-453-4124, ddowney@audubon.org, 
Jacelyn Downey—Cell: 504-453-4139, jdowney@audubon.org; 
Casper Community Naturalist—Zach Hutchinson 
—Cell: 307-267-7560; zhutchinson@audubon.org 
 
Allison Holloran - Executive Director of Audubon Rockies 
Region, aholloran@audubon.org 
John Kloster-Prew, Development Director 
Daly Edmunds, Regional Policy Coordinator 
Abby Burk, WRAN Coordinator Jamie Weiss, Habitat Heroes 
Coordinator 
Mandi Casolo, Office Assistant 
Audubon Rockies website - http://www.rockies.audubon.org 

Facebook under Audubon Rockies 
 
 

 
 

M AS V I S IO N ST AT E ME NT  
The vision of Murie Audubon Society is to instill 

a passion for nature in present and future 
generations through awareness, enjoyment, 

understanding, appreciation, conservation, and 
advocacy. 

 

M AS MI SSI O N S T AT EM E NT  
The mission of Murie Audubon Society is to 
promote the conservation of birds and other 
wildlife through education and enhancement 

of natural habitats, understanding, 
appreciation, conservation, and advocacy. 

 
NO T I CE TO F RI E N DS  OF  M U RI E  NE WS LET TE R R E CI P IE NT S  

 
Those who have not paid in one year or more should see “Expired” and a date of expiration on your 
mailing label, on the same line as your name.  You will only receive one more issue (February) after 
this one.  If you feel this is in error, please contact Harry Martin (258-1255) to update details. 
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