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UPCOMING EVENTS

November 9th Butterflies of Natrona County
MAS Program
7:00 pm at the Oil and Gas Commission Building
2211 King Blvd.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S FIELD NOTES
Happy November~
Welcome to the end of fall in Wyoming. I
recently took a trip to the Pacific
Northwest and enjoyed Indian summer
days, while Wyoming was under its first
snow and freezing temperatures. Yes, I’m
a little smug about it, apologies. I think I
should always travel mid-October. It’s very
refreshing, but I’m always thankful to
return home.
Speaking of being thankful, November is
the month to be thankful, so they say. I’m
continually thankful for Murie Audubon
Society. I’ve learned so much from our
monthly programs and field trips. I feel like I’ve traveled to see birds in
Africa; cruised around the Galapagos; and opened up killer beehives in
Mexico. I’ve also utilized Murie in my classroom I’ve had the pleasure of
building contacts for my students with experts from Wyoming Game and
Fish, they have gone Owl Banding and Sage Grouse watching. These are
just some examples of how Murie has impacted me personally. Thank you
so much for organizing, speaking, waking up early or staying up late for my
sake!
I’m also excited about Murie’s upcoming Strategic Planning Meeting. I
know, odd to be excited about a meeting. I’m looking forward to seeing
wonderful ideas generated from passionate people. I can’t wait to see
where Murie takes us this next year!
Thank you all for what you do for Murie. You all are truly appreciated. I
look forward to working with you to expand all of these wonderful things
Murie does for our community.

Where to See Birds this Winter
I actually really enjoy winter
bird watching. As someone
who doesn’t get as much
practice as she should with bird
identification, winter provides
some of the best viewing. I
don’t have to worry about
leaves getting in the way, and I
have fewer species to worry
about. Here are some great
locations to view birds during
the winter.
r National Elk Refuge- Bald
and Golden Eagles, Ravens,
Magpies.
r Seedskadee National
Wildlife Refuge- Hawks,
finches, trumpeter swans.
r Bear River State Parkvarious species of birds.
r Whiskey Mountain- Golden
Eagles, Ravens
Don’t let short days and cold
temperatures get you down this
winter. Bundle up, bring a
thermos of soup and enjoy
Wyoming’s wildlife.
Good birding to all.
Jenny Edwards

Jenny Edwards

KIDS’ CORNER

Magpies! The magpie is a large bird in the crow family, Corvidae. It is a general scavenger
and predator of insects, small mammals, and other birds' eggs and young.
The word "magpie" usually means the European magpie (Pica pica), which is a very common
bird. There are other magpies in Europe, in Spain and Portugal. Elsewhere, there are other
species of magpie. Some are black and white and are in the genus Pica. Some are green and
blue and are also known as "oriental" magpies (Genus Urocissa and Cissa). There is also one species of
blue and white magpie, the azure-winged magpie Cyanopica cyana.
There are also two other species of bird that are called 'magpie', though they are not true magpies.
There is the black magpie, which is really a treepie. There is also the Australian magpie It is not a
member of the crow family at all. It is in the Artamidae family.
Continued onto the next page.

Magpies are large birds. They often have long tails. They
also walk or hop along the ground.
Magpies eat lots of different kinds of food. They will eat
meat such as baby birds, eggs and carrion (dead animals).
They will also eat seeds and other parts of plants.
Magpies are clever birds. They can pass the mirror test. This
is when the bird can see itself in a mirror and understand
that it is a reflection. Magpies also like bright, shiny things,
such as aluminum.
https://kids.kiddle.co/Magpie
Photo by Casey Leary

BUG vs. BIRD: PRAYING MANTISES FEAST ON FEATHERED
PREY
By Mindy Weisberger, Senior Writer | July 6, 2017

Many bird species are known to dine on insects, but for a dozen
species of praying mantises, birds aren't the predators — they're
the prey.
Carnivorous mantises are deadly hunters that use their powerful
front legs to capture insects and spiders; some larger species have
even been observed nabbing small vertebrates, such as
amphibians, lizards, snakes and mice.
And now, scientists have found that mantises distributed around
the world are also regularly catching and eating small birds,
according to a new study. The researchers discovered 147
examples of mantises hunting birds in 13 countries, on every
continent except Antarctica.

As ambush predators, mantises lie in wait until their prey is close.
They hold fast to a perch with four hind limbs as they strike with
their front legs, and they begin to feed on the living victim once it
is in their grasp. In some cases, the birds' brains appeared to be a
Photo by Casey Leary
favorite part of the meal, the scientists wrote. In total, about 24
species of birds were identified as mantis prey. This group included hummingbirds and small passerines
— perching birds such as sparrows, finches and canaries. And once a bird was caught, its fate was as
good as sealed, with only 2 percent able to free themselves from the insects’ clutches without human
intervention, the scientists found.
Most of the birds caught by mantises were relative lightweights, weighing in at less than 0.2 ounces (6
grams). By comparison, some of the mantis species weighed as much or slightly more than their prey.
https://www.livescience.com/59700-praying-mantises-eat-birds.html
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MURIE AUDUBON PROGRAM PRESENTS

Dwaine Wagoner returns as our guest speaker for the November program. Dwaine, who
describes himself as “a 73-year-old curmudgeon with a high school diploma and an
advanced degree of curiosity,” will discuss the beautiful winged insects that can be found
in Natrona County. A longtime Werner Wildlife Museum and Tate Museum volunteer,
Dwaine wrote and photographed “Butterflies of Natrona County” which is currently on
display downstairs at the Werner Wildlife Museum. If you have ever wondered about the
identity of those butterflies that visit your garden each year, this is the man to ask.
Please join us on Friday, November 9, 2018 at 7 pm at the Oil & Gas Conservation
Commission Building at 2211 King Blvd. for this program. As always, the program is free
and open to the public! See you there!
-Bruce Walgren

HELP SUPPORT MURIE AUDUBOND SOCIETY CHAPTER
BECOME A ‘FRIEND’ OF MURIE AUDUBON
The annual cost of being an individual or family ‘Friend’ is a donation of $10 or more.
Benefits include:
* Free monthly programs * Field trips * Monthly subscription to Plains and Peaks newsletter
Your generous donations support:
* MurieAudubon.org - our website * Local conservation efforts * Local Environmental Education
* WYOBIRDS email list server * Audubon Adventures * Annual Banquet
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ All of your funds are used locally here in Wyoming ~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Today’s Date: ________________________
r $10 One Year __________________________________________________________________
r Audubon Adventures ($46.65 per classroom)__________________________________________
r Other (Please Designate) $________________________________________________________
Total $________________
Please check one: ☐ New Member

☐Change

☐ Correction

☐ Update

☐ Renewal

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ____________
Phone: ______________________________________________(Not shared with anyone – honest!)
Email: _________________________________________________(Again, not shared with anyone)
Please check:
r I want the Plains & Peaks newsletter delivered to the above address.
r I want to save a tree and postage. DO NOT SEND ME SNAIL MAIL! I will download a digital
copy of the Plains & Peaks Newsletter from http://MurieAudubon.org ☺
Please make checks payable to:
Murie Audubon Society
PO Box 2112
Casper, WY 82602
Thank you for your support!
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CALL FOR NEWSLETTER CONTENT
Send us your Christmas Bird Count Stories! The next edition of the newsletter will be a special Christmas
Bird Count Edition. Please send your CBC information, stories, lists of best birds found, photos, etc.
Casey Leary is our new newsletter editor, so please send these stories to casefish6@msn.com.

CALL FOR PHOTOS
New Marketing Committee! Murie just formed a new marketing committee in charge of updating our
on-line presence. We are in desperate need of quality photographs to post on our website. Please send
bird photos to Jenny5526@myncsd.org. Thanks in advance!

MAS CHAPTER OFFICERS
PRESIDENT— Jenny Edwards (307-259-9956)
jenny5526@myncsd.org
VICE-PRESIDENT—Larry Keffer (259-9778),
keffer2005@yahoo.com
RECORDING SECRETARY—Kim Grant,
kimgrant5000@gmail.com
TREASURER—Stacey Scott (262-0055),
hustace@gmail.com
PROGRAM CHAIR—Bruce Walgren
CIRCULATION/MEMBERSHIP RECORDS—Jan Whitney
(237-7709), janw@tribcsp.com
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR—Harry Martin (258-1255),
harry@harrymartincartoons.com
EDUCATION CHAIR— VACANT
NEWSLETTER EDITOR—Casey Leary (247-3470),
casefish6@msn.com
WEBSITE— Harry Martin (258-1255),
harry@harrymartincartoons.com
HOSPITALITY CHAIR—Kathy Knapp (259-2165),
KathyaKnapp@hotmail.com; Nancy Stichert (265-0144),
nstichert@teglerinsurance.com
PUBLICITY CHAIR—Jenny Edwards,
jenny5526@myncsd.org
FIELD TRIP CHAIR—Sarah Baird, sbaird75@yahoo.com
BANQUET CHAIR—VACANT
EMERITUS—Bart Rea (234-6282), bdrea@tribscp.com
PAST PRESIDENT— Zach Hutchinson (307-247-0700)

AUDUBON ROCKIES - REGIONAL OFFICE OF
NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
Regional Office: 106 N. College Ave., Suite 1, Fort Collins, CO
80524. Phone: 970-416-6931 (Contact number for staff)
Regional Community Naturalists, 410 McKean Rd., Moorcroft
WY 82721, Phone: 307-756-3149.
Dusty Downey—Cell: 504-453-4124, ddowney@audubon.org,
Jacelyn Downey—Cell: 504-453-4139, jdowney@audubon.org;
Casper Community Naturalist—Zach Hutchinson
—Cell: 307-267-7560; zhutchinson@audubon.org
Allison Holloran - Executive Director of Audubon Rockies
Region, aholloran@audubon.org
John Kloster-Prew, Development Director
Daly Edmunds, Regional Policy Coordinator
Abby Burk, WRAN Coordinator Jamie Weiss, Habitat Heroes
Coordinator
Mandi Casolo, Office Assistant
Audubon Rockies website - http://www.rockies.audubon.org
Facebook under Audubon Rockies

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Term Expires 2018
Bob Yonts, (473-3045), bbyonts@juno.com, Chris Michelson
(234-8726), michelsonce@aol.com
Term Expires 2019
Jenny Edwards, jennny5526@myncsd.org
Tiffany Leary
Luis Alza
Kelly Keenan
Harry Martin
Sarah Baird

MAS VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Murie Audubon Society is to instill
a passion for nature in present and future
generations through awareness, enjoyment,
understanding, appreciation, conservation, and
advocacy.

MAS MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Murie Audubon Society is to
promote the conservation of birds and other
wildlife through education and enhancement
of natural habitats, understanding,
appreciation, conservation, and advocacy.

NOTICE TO FRIENDS OF MURIE NEWSLETTER RECIPIENTS

The membership wizards have updated the mailing label process. If you think your P&P will expire and
you are not sure when, check your P&P Newsletter label. Your expiration date will show when your
subscription should expire. After that, your name gets flagged and the subscription stops until you
renew. You will receive only two more issues after your expiration date. If you feel this is in error,
please contact Harry Martin (307-258-1255) to make any corrections. Thanks! Please Note: There is a
computer involved with maintaining membership records and so if there are any errors, I am most
likely to blame because computers don’t make mistakes (so I am told). ☺
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