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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S FIELD NOTES
Happy Fall!
I love autumn activities. I went hiking on
Casper Mountain early this morning and my
crockpot is simmering tonight’s dinner. I love
that while fall is the end of summer, oddly, it’s
a time of beginning for me. One of the things
I appreciate about being a teacher, is I get a
fresh start every year. I challenge myself with
a few goals that I created over the summer,
work on building relationships with my new
students, and look for new opportunities to
engage students.
I also appreciate that Murie kicks off a new
year in the fall. As a group, we have the
chance to create goals and challenge ourselves. In the next few months
Murie’s board will be collaborating to update Murie Audubon Society’s
constitution, a task that hasn’t been done in at least fifteen years. We also
will be meeting together to brainstorm a strategic plan for the year including
both conservation and education projects.
The board would love to hear your input on these topics. Please feel free to
e-mail me (jenny5526@myncsd.org) with any ideas you’d like to contribute.
No idea is too small or too grand at this point in time!

Owls In Wyoming
Last year, Zach entertained
some of my students with Owl
Banding. I learned quite a bit
from Zach, including how many
owl species we actually have in
Wyoming. How many of these
owl species have you seen?
r Barn Owl
r Flammulated owl
r Western screech-owl
r Eastern screech-owl
r Great horned owl
r Snowy owl
r Northern hawk owl
r Northern pygmy-owl
r Burrowing owl
r Barred owl
r Great gray owl
r Long-eared owl
r Short-eared owl
r Boreal owl
r Northern saw-whet owl

Thanks so much for all you do and for all your ideas!

Good birding to all!
Jenny Edwards
Wyoming Game and Fish Bird List

Jenny Edwards

KIDS’ CORNER

Burrowing Owls! This small bird, found in North and South America, is
different from most other owls. While other owls are active only at
night, a burrowing owl hunts during the day as well as at night.
Instead of nesting in a hollow high up in a tree, it nests in an
underground burrow. But it doesn't dig the hole itself! Burrowing
owls take over holes and tunnels dug by ground squirrels, prairie dogs,
armadillos, tortoises, and skunks. When they move into an abandoned
burrow, these little owls do some "decorating." They gather grass, feathers,
and even chunks of animal dung and line their underground home with it.
They also leave some just outside the entrance. Biologists think the items might help keep the inside
of the tunnel at just the right temperature. The dung outside would attract insects that the owls can
eat. When you drive by a prairie dog town, make sure to keep an eye out for Burrowing Owls.
https://kids.sandiegozoo.org/animals/burrowing-owl

OCTOBER OWL BANDING

Owl banding is right around the corner, so I wanted to alert you all to a few changes expected for this
fall:
1.
2.
3.
4.

New Location – Edness Kimball Wilkins State Park
New Days – Only 3-4 days each week (Th-Su), subject to weather
New Times – 6 PM to Midnight
New Scheduling – Attendants will NOT be required to register

The banding will likely occur in either the Platte River or Centennial Shelter at the State Park. I will do
my best to create a warm experience, but dress extra warm!
The first day of public banding is scheduled to be 10/5. I will attempt to band Thu-Sun each week, but
the weather patterns will determine our maximum opportunities to capture owls. That means, you
should contact me the afternoon (around 4 PM) of the day you seek to attend. My cell is
307.247.0700 or feel free to email me.
All ages are welcome to attend! You do not have to be a member of Audubon to attend, and the
wonderful staff at the state park allow banding participants attend for FREE!

PENGUIN SWIMS 5,000 MILES EVERY YEAR FOR REUNION
WITH THE MAN WHO SAVED HIS LIFE
BY ALISON LYNCH, METRO

Today’s most heartwarming story is brought to you
from a beach in Brazil. It’s the story of a South
American Magellanic penguin who swims 5,000
miles each year to be reunited with the man who
saved his life. Retired bricklayer and part time
fisherman Joao Pereira de Souza, 71, who lives in
an island village just outside Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
found the tiny penguin, covered in oil and close to
death, lying on rocks on his local beach in 2011.
Joao cleaned the oil off the penguin’s feathers and
fed him a daily diet of fish to build his strength. He
named him Dindim.
After a week, he tried to release the penguin back
into the sea. But, the bird wouldn’t leave. ‘He stayed with me for 11 months and then, just after he changed his coat with
new feathers, he disappeared,’ Joao recalls.
And, just a few months later, Dindim was back. He spotted the fisherman on the beach one day and followed him home.
For the past five years, Dindim has spent eight months of the year with Joao and is believed to spend the rest of the time
breeding off the coast of Argentina and Chile.
It’s thought he swims up to 5,000 miles each year to be reunited with the man who saved his life. ‘I love the penguin like
it’s my own child and I believe the penguin loves me,’ Joao told Globo TV. ‘No one else is allowed to touch him. He pecks
them if they do. He lays on my lap, lets me give him showers, allows me to feed him sardines and to pick him up.

‘Everyone said he wouldn’t return but he has been coming back to visit me for the past four years. ‘He arrives in June and
leaves to go home in February and every year he becomes more affectionate as he appears even happier to see me.’
Biologist Professor Krajewski, who interviewed the fisherman for Globo TV, told The Independent: ‘I have never seen
anything like this before. I think the penguin believes Joao is part of his family and probably a penguin as well.
‘When he sees him he wags his tail like a dog and honks with delight. And, just like that, the world seems a kinder place
again.
Lynch, Alison. “Penguin Swims 5,000 Miles Every Year for Reunion with the Man Who Saved His Life.” Metro, Metro.co.uk, 10 Feb. 2017,
metro.co.uk/2016/03/09/penguin-swims-5000-miles-every-year-for-reunion-with-the-man-who-saved-his-life-5741518/.

MURIE AUDUBON PROGRAM PRESENTS

Audubon Rockies Community Naturalist Zach Hutchinson will be the guest speaker at the Audubon
program for October.
Zach returned at the end of September from a whirlwind, five-week journey around the globe! He
spent two weeks in South Africa, two weeks in southeast Arizona, and one week in southern Colorado.
Okay, not so much the globe, but he did cross an ocean! He will present mostly on his time in South
Africa, where he experienced safaris, sharks, and sunbirds! While birds were not the focus of his trip, he
will share some of the photos of birds he took in between his other adventures. Prepare to hear about
amazing sightings, harrowing escapes, and awful misfortunes!
Zach’s presentations are always entertaining, educational, and fun, so you won’t want to miss this.
Please join us on Friday, October 12, 2018 at 7 pm at the Oil & Gas Conservation Commission Building
at 2211 King Blvd. for this exciting program. As always, the program is free and open to the public! See
you there!
- Zach and Bruce

BACKYARD BIRDING
BY HARRY MARTIN

This is not a picture of a Sparrow feeding. This is a picture of a Sparrow with its head stuck in the feeder.

I'm not sure how long it was stuck in there as it was not moving and I figured it had died from shock or stress. I
gently removed the feeder and tilted it to the side to extract the poor bird. To my surprise, it was still alive as it
started to struggle. After several tries, I could not remove the bird. From a side view, the bird got its head far
enough in and twisted so that the beak was locked like a toggle bolt behind a plasterboard wall.
Now this is a real problem I thought, how am I going to solve this without harming the bird? I tried tilting the
feeder at a different angle. I gently grasped the bird and tilted the feeder a different direction. The bird began
to struggle and after a few seconds, its beak unlocked and came free, flying away at Mach speed.
That bird must have been pretty hungry. The feeder was empty and the few remaining sunflower seeds were
just barely out of reach. Stretching its neck, it was hoping for that last seed.
So, what have I learned from this? Keep the feeder topped off so this doesn't happen again and check the
feeders regularly. Mine was damaged from recent hail damage and needs to be replaced.
It's time for me to build a new feeder. I'm going to try and build one from PVC pipe and make it as bird friendly
as possible. I'll let you know how I make out in a future article.
Good birding to all. -Harry

HELP SUPPORT MURIE AUDUBOND SOCIETY CHAPTER
BECOME A ‘FRIEND’ OF MURIE AUDUBON
The annual cost of being an individual or family ‘Friend’ is a donation of $10 or more.
Benefits include:
* Free monthly programs * Field trips * Monthly subscription to Plains and Peaks newsletter
Your generous donations support:
* MurieAudubon.org - our website * Local conservation efforts * Local Environmental Education
* WYOBIRDS email list server * Audubon Adventures * Annual Banquet
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ All of your funds are used locally here in Wyoming ~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Today’s Date: ________________________
r $10 One Year __________________________________________________________________
r Audubon Adventures ($46.65 per classroom)__________________________________________
r Other (Please Designate) $________________________________________________________
Total $________________
Please check one: ☐ New Member

☐Change

☐ Correction

☐ Update

☐ Renewal

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ____________
Phone: ______________________________________________(Not shared with anyone – honest!)
Email: _________________________________________________(Again, not shared with anyone)
Please check:
r I want the Plains & Peaks newsletter delivered to the above address.
r I want to save a tree and postage. DO NOT SEND ME SNAIL MAIL! I will download a digital
copy of the Plains & Peaks Newsletter from http://MurieAudubon.org ☺
Please make checks payable to:
Murie Audubon Society
PO Box 2112
Casper, WY 82602

Thank you for your support!

MAS CHAPTER OFFICERS
PRESIDENT— Jenny Edwards (307-259-9956)
jenny5526@myncsd.org
VICE-PRESIDENT—Larry Keffer (259-9778),
keffer2005@yahoo.com
RECORDING SECRETARY—Kim Grant,
kimgrant5000@gmail.com
TREASURER—Stacey Scott (262-0055),
hustace@gmail.com
PROGRAM CHAIR—Bruce Walgren
CIRCULATION/MEMBERSHIP RECORDS—Jan Whitney
(237-7709), janw@tribcsp.com
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR—Harry Martin (258-1255),
harry@harrymartincartoons.com
EDUCATION CHAIR—
NEWSLETTER EDITOR—Jenny Edwards, (259-9956),
jenny5526@myncsd.org
WEBSITE—Rose-Mary King
(262-4861), kingchick3547@live.com
HOSPITALITY CHAIR—Kathy Knapp (259-2165),
KathyaKnapp@hotmail.com; Nancy Stichert (265-0144),
nstichert@teglerinsurance.com
PUBLICITY CHAIR—Jenny Edwards,
jenny5526@myncsd.org
FIELD TRIP CHAIR—Sarah Baird, sbaird75@yahoo.com
BANQUET CHAIR—VACANT
EMERITUS—Bart Rea (234-6282), bdrea@tribscp.com
PAST PRESIDENT—Chris Michelson (234-8726),
michelsonce@aol.com

AUDUBON ROCKIES - REGIONAL OFFICE OF
NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
Regional Office: 106 N. College Ave., Suite 1, Fort Collins, CO
80524. Phone: 970-416-6931 (Contact number for staff)
Regional Community Naturalists, 410 McKean Rd., Moorcroft
WY 82721, Phone: 307-756-3149.
Dusty Downey—Cell: 504-453-4124, ddowney@audubon.org,
Jacelyn Downey—Cell: 504-453-4139, jdowney@audubon.org;
Casper Community Naturalist—Zach Hutchinson
—Cell: 307-267-7560; zhutchinson@audubon.org
Allison Holloran - Executive Director of Audubon Rockies
Region, aholloran@audubon.org
John Kloster-Prew, Development Director
Daly Edmunds, Regional Policy Coordinator
Abby Burk, WRAN Coordinator Jamie Weiss, Habitat Heroes
Coordinator
Mandi Casolo, Office Assistant
Audubon Rockies website - http://www.rockies.audubon.org
Facebook under Audubon Rockies

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Term Expires 2018
Bob Yonts, (473-3045), bbyonts@juno.com, Rose-Mary
King, Chris Michelson (234-8726), michelsonce@aol.com
Term Expires 2019
Jenny Edwards, jennny5526@myncsd.org
Tiffany Leary
Luis Alza
Kelly Keenan
Harry Martin
Sarah Baird

MAS VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Murie Audubon Society is to instill
a passion for nature in present and future
generations through awareness, enjoyment,
understanding, appreciation, conservation, and
advocacy.

MAS MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Murie Audubon Society is to
promote the conservation of birds and other
wildlife through education and enhancement
of natural habitats, understanding,
appreciation, conservation, and advocacy.

NOTICE TO FRIENDS OF MURIE NEWSLETTER RECIPIENTS

The membership wizards have updated the mailing label process. If you think your P&P will expire and
you are not sure when, check your P&P Newsletter label. Your expiration date will show when your
subscription should expire. After that, your name gets flagged and the subscription stops until you
renew. You will receive only two more issues after your expiration date. If you feel this is in error,
please contact Harry Martin (307-258-1255) to make any corrections. Thanks! Please Note: There is a
computer involved with maintaining membership records and so if there are any errors, I am most
likely to blame because computers don’t make mistakes (so I am told). ☺
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