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UPCOMING EVENTS

Sept 14th Birding and Other Adventures in India
MAS Program
7:00 pm at the Oil and Gas Commission Building
2211 King Blvd.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S FIELD NOTES

will continue to meet our mission.

Thank you so much for your hard work and support!

Good birding to all.
Chris Michelson

Jenny Edwards

KIDS’ CORNER

Watch out for the Birds! As summer vacation comes to an end, and you’re going back to
school, your parents and teachers have warned you of hazards and how to be safe. For
example, using a crosswalk when you cross the street and wearing your seat belt. Birds
encounter hazards also. We are entering into fall migration; so many birds will be traveling
through Wyoming. Humans can cause safety problems for birds. The biggest hazards for
traveling birds are house cats and windows. As you go back to school, take on some of these things to
make your area safe for birds traveling.
1. Keep your cat indoors.
2. Turn off lights during the night in rooms you’re not in (birds are attracted to the light).
3. Use curtains or blinds so that birds don’t think the reflection in the window is outdoors.
4. Move indoor plants away from window so that birds can’t see it and think to land on it.
5. Reduce/Reuse/Recycle plastic products to keep away from wildlife

NEARLY EVERY SEABIRD ON EARTH IS EATING PLASTIC

BY LAURA PARKER, NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC
So much plastic trash is flowing into the oceans that 90 percent of seabirds eat it now and virtually
every one will be consuming it by 2050. That finding, revealed in a new study published this week,
tracks for the first time how widespread plastics have become inside seabirds around the world.
“That was shocking,” says Chris Wilcox, a research scientist with Australia’s Commonwealth Scientific
and Industrial Research Organization and lead author of the study. “Essentially, the number of species
and number of individuals within species that you find plastic in is going up fairly rapidly by a couple
percent every year.”

Scientists have been tracking plastic ingestion by seabirds for decades. In 1960, plastic was found in
the stomachs of fewer than five percent, but by 1980, it had jumped to 80 percent.
The most disturbing finding, Wilcox says, is the link between the increasing rate of plastics
manufacturing and the increasing rate at which the material is saturating seabirds.” Global plastic
production doubles every 11 years,” Wilcox says. “So in the next 11 years, we’ll make as much plastic
as we’ve made since plastic was invented. Seabirds’ ingestion of plastic is tracking with that.”
Wilcox and his team reviewed research dating to 1962 for their report, which was published in the
proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. The scientists then combined that data with map

showing the range of 186 species of seabirds and the global distribution of marine debris to construct
a model that predicts which species consume the most plastic.
The highest concentration of plastic in birds, Wilcox says, can be found in populations in southern
Australia, South Africa, and South America -- where coastlines are closest to loosely-concentrated
collections of ocean debris in the southern Pacific, southern Atlantic, and Indian Oceans. “It’s at the
edge of the gyre and the edge of the seabird distribution that are at the highest risk,” Wilcox says.
Large birds, such as the albatross, eat large amounts of plastics. But that doesn’t mean large birds eat
proportionately more plastic. Parakeet auklets, a small, diving bird that lives in the Northern Pacific
near Alaska, shows the highest predisposition toward eating plastic, Wilcox says.
Albatross are more prone to eating plastic because they fish by skimming their beaks across the top of
the water, and inadvertently take in plastics floating on the surface. Petrels and shearwaters, which
live on offshore islands and forage over large areas of sea, also contain large amounts of plastic in
their stomachs.
Plastic found inside birds includes bags, bottle caps, synthetic fibers from clothing, and tiny rice-sized
bits that have been broken down by the sun and waves. The health effects of plastics on seabird
populations have not been fully measured. But observational data collected is troubling enough,
Wilcox says.
Sharp-edged plastic kills birds by punching holes in internal organs. Some seabirds eat so much plastic,
there is little room left in their gut for food, which affects their body weight, jeopardizing their health.
One bird examined by scientist Denise Hardesty had consumed 200 pieces of plastic.
“If you add more plastic to the gut, it will eventually make a difference,” Wilcox says. “The trend
suggests that it’s going to keep increasing. ”A recent study found a 67 percent decline in seabird
populations between 1950 and 2010. “Essentially seabirds are going extinct,” says Wilcox. “Maybe not
tomorrow. But they’re headed down sharply. Plastic is one of the threats they face.”
PARKER, LAURA. “Nearly Every Seabird on Earth Is Eating Plastic.” National Geographic, National Geographic Society, 2
Sept. 2015, news.nationalgeographic.com/2015/09/15092-plastic-seabirds-albatross-australia/.

MURIE AUDUBON PROGRAM PRESENTS

Robin Kepple, former Casper resident and information specialist with the Wyoming
Game and Fish Department, will give a presentation on her birding tour of India with the
American Birding Association in 2016. The trip focused on two famous wildlife reserves:
the wetlands of Keoladeo National Park (Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary), and Ranthambhore
National Park. With their snappy-looking bar-headed geese, peafowl, gregarious jungle
babblers, painted storks, sloth bears, leopards, elephants, nilgai, prehistoric-looking
gharial, beautiful Indian rollers, and numerous other species, both sites rewarded the
travelers richly. As if that wasn't enough, Robin and her husband tacked on a few extra
days to visit Corbett National Park in northern India in hopes of seeing endangered
Bengal tigers. Join Robin as she shares her adventures of birding among 1.3 billion
friendly, curious people who call the land of the Jungle Book story their home.
Please join us on Friday, September 14, 2018 at 7 pm at the Oil & Gas Conservation
Commission Building at 2211 King Blvd. for this exciting program. As always, the
program is free and open to the public!

HELP SUPPORT MURIE AUDUBOND SOCIETY CHAPTER
BECOME A ‘FRIEND’ OF MURIE AUDUBON
The annual cost of being an individual or family ‘Friend’ is a donation of $10 or more.
Benefits include:
* Free monthly programs * Field trips * Monthly subscription to Plains and Peaks newsletter
Your generous donations support:
* MurieAudubon.org - our website * Local conservation efforts * Local Environmental Education
* WYOBIRDS email list server * Audubon Adventures * Annual Banquet
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ All of your funds are used locally here in Wyoming ~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Today’s Date: ________________________
r $10 One Year __________________________________________________________________
r Audubon Adventures ($46.65 per classroom)__________________________________________
r Other (Please Designate) $________________________________________________________
Total $________________
Please check one: ☐ New Member

☐Change

☐ Correction

☐ Update

☐ Renewal

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ____________
Phone: ______________________________________________(Not shared with anyone – honest!)
Email: _________________________________________________(Again, not shared with anyone)
Please check:
r I want the Plains & Peaks newsletter delivered to the above address.
r I want to save a tree and postage. DO NOT SEND ME SNAIL MAIL! I will download a digital
copy of the Plains & Peaks Newsletter from http://MurieAudubon.org ☺
Please make checks payable to:
Murie Audubon Society
PO Box 2112
Casper, WY 82602

Thank you for your support!

MAS CHAPTER OFFICERS
PRESIDENT— Jenny Edwards (307-259-9956)
jenny5526@myncsd.org
VICE-PRESIDENT—Larry Keffer (259-9778),
keffer2005@yahoo.com
RECORDING SECRETARY—Kim Grant,
kimgrant5000@gmail.com
TREASURER—Stacey Scott (262-0055),
hustace@gmail.com
PROGRAM CHAIR—Bruce Walgren
CIRCULATION/MEMBERSHIP RECORDS—Jan Whitney
(237-7709), janw@tribcsp.com
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR—Harry Martin (258-1255),
harry@harrymartincartoons.com
EDUCATION CHAIR—
NEWSLETTER EDITOR—Jenny Edwards, (259-9956),
jenny5526@myncsd.org
WEBSITE—Rose-Mary King
(262-4861), kingchick3547@live.com
HOSPITALITY CHAIR—Kathy Knapp (259-2165),
KathyaKnapp@hotmail.com; Nancy Stichert (265-0144),
nstichert@teglerinsurance.com
PUBLICITY CHAIR—Jenny Edwards,
jenny5526@myncsd.org
FIELD TRIP CHAIR—Sarah Baird, sbaird75@yahoo.com
BANQUET CHAIR—VACANT
EMERITUS—Bart Rea (234-6282), bdrea@tribscp.com
PAST PRESIDENT—Chris Michelson (234-8726),
michelsonce@aol.com

AUDUBON ROCKIES - REGIONAL OFFICE OF
NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
Regional Office: 106 N. College Ave., Suite 1, Fort Collins, CO
80524. Phone: 970-416-6931 (Contact number for staff)
Regional Community Naturalists, 410 McKean Rd., Moorcroft
WY 82721, Phone: 307-756-3149.
Dusty Downey—Cell: 504-453-4124, ddowney@audubon.org,
Jacelyn Downey—Cell: 504-453-4139, jdowney@audubon.org;
Casper Community Naturalist—Zach Hutchinson
—Cell: 307-267-7560; zhutchinson@audubon.org
Allison Holloran - Executive Director of Audubon Rockies
Region, aholloran@audubon.org
John Kloster-Prew, Development Director
Daly Edmunds, Regional Policy Coordinator
Abby Burk, WRAN Coordinator Jamie Weiss, Habitat Heroes
Coordinator
Mandi Casolo, Office Assistant
Audubon Rockies website - http://www.rockies.audubon.org
Facebook under Audubon Rockies

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Term Expires 2018
Bob Yonts, (473-3045), bbyonts@juno.com, Rose-Mary
King, Chris Michelson (234-8726), michelsonce@aol.com
Term Expires 2019
Jenny Edwards, jennny5526@myncsd.org
Tiffany Leary
Luis Alza
Kelly Keenan
Harry Martin
Sarah Baird

MAS VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Murie Audubon Society is to instill
a passion for nature in present and future
generations through awareness, enjoyment,
understanding, appreciation, conservation, and
advocacy.

MAS MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Murie Audubon Society is to
promote the conservation of birds and other
wildlife through education and enhancement
of natural habitats, understanding,
appreciation, conservation, and advocacy.

NOTICE TO FRIENDS OF MURIE NEWSLETTER RECIPIENTS

The membership wizards have updated the mailing label process. If you think your P&P will expire and
you are not sure when, check your P&P Newsletter label. Your expiration date will show when your
subscription should expire. After that, your name gets flagged and the subscription stops until you
renew. You will receive only two more issues after your expiration date. If you feel this is in error,
please contact Harry Martin (307-258-1255) to make any corrections. Thanks! Please Note: There is a
computer involved with maintaining membership records and so if there are any errors, I am most
likely to blame because computers don’t make mistakes (so I am told). ☺
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