MURIE AUDUBON’S

PLAINS & PEAKS
MAY 2018 I VOL. 52 ISSUE 4

http://www.murieaudubon.org I Facebook@MurieAudubonSociety

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 11th Wyoming Natural Diversity Database
MAS Program
7:00 pm at the Oil and Gas Commission Building
2211 King Blvd.

SPECIAL FEATURES

Kid’s Corner pg 2
Science Summer Camps

Little Red Creek Field Trip pg 4
Stacey Scott
Membership Report pg 7

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S FIELD NOTES
Happy Spring Everyone! I have returned
from Peru, and I have initiated the busy
season for bird-related activities! As the
weather gets warmer, I hope you take
advantage of the birding opportunities
in our area.

I have a couple of things to bring to the
Chapter’s attention. First, the Global Big
Day is May 5th. The Global Big Day is a
great opportunity to give a live picture
of bird populations around the globe, to
scientists. I would encourage everyone
to participate, and participation is most
helpful when paired with eBird. I would
highly encourage everyone to use eBird.
It is a great way to turn a hobby, into something helpful for conservation.
For more information on the Global Big Day: https://ebird.org/news/globalbig-day-5-may-2018. For information on using eBird:
http://help.ebird.org/customer/portal/articles/973977-ebird-quick-startguide
Second, this is my last term as President. Which means this is my last Field
Note. I want to thank you all for three amazing years of serving our Chapter
and community. Of course, that means someone else is your new President!
I
Third and final item, we need someone willing to take over the newsletter
role. Jenny can pass along the template she has been using, or you can add
your own personality to the newsletter. For many, the newsletter is how
they stay in contact with the chapter, so I hope there is a willing participant
somewhere within our ranks.
Happy birding!
Zach
Soon-to-be Former Head Flocker

Birds to See in May
It will be early May when you
read this. May is by far the
most diverse month of
migration. Birds that nest in
this area will be returning and
those that nest further north
will be coming through. This
means each day is likely to be
different. Many families will be
coming through all mixed
together. There will be
sparrows, vireos, flycatchers,
wood warblers, grosbeaks and
swallows. These are all
songbirds and many have very
bright plumages. There will also
be shorebirds, which are
sometimes much the same.
These will be plovers,
sandpipers and phalaropes.
Most birds migrate at night so
morning is the best time to find
them active since they will be
hungry from the night flight.
Morning is also the best time to
find breeding birds since they
are most vocal. The morning
after a storm can be a very
good time to look for birds
since they will not fly through
stormy weather. An ideal
spring storm is one that starts
after midnight, which stops
everything. It is time to get out
with your field guide and binos
and find something to look at.
Good birding to all.
Chris Michelson

KIDS’ CORNER
Do some Science! Summer vacation is just around the corner. Casper offers some great science
experiences for kids. For example, the ScienceZone is offering science camps for various age ranges.
Casper College is again offering Field Science for fourth graders. Wyoming Game and Fish is offering
Camp Wild; including day camps for 5th graders and a weeklong camp for 9th and 10th graders. Zach’s
bird banding is always open to children. Get involved and grow your brain this summer!
ScienceZone Camps http://www.thesciencezone.org/summer-camps.html
Fourth Grade Field Science: https://sites.google.com/caspercollege.edu/summer-field-science-2018/home
Wyoming Game and Fish Camps- https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Education/Conservation-Education/Summer-Camps

FIELD TRIP TO LITTLE RED CREEK

Stacey Scott
On Memorial Day Week-end, Little Red Creek is a great spot to see resident birds. The specialties are
White-throated Swifts, Gray and Dusky Flycatchers, Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, Virginia's and Blackthroated Gray Warblers, Yellow-breasted Chats, Lazuli Buntings and Green-tailed Towhees. We will
meet at 8:00 AM at the Game and Fish parking lot, and plan on being back about noon. I am planning
on Memorial Day, but I might have to switch it to Saturday, May 26, if I have to work on Memorial Day.
I will know my schedule at least a week in advance. Please call me at 262-0055 so I can tell you which
day I am doing the field trip. I will also put out a notice on WYOBIRDS when I know for sure which day
the trip will be. Also, the roads into Little Red Creek are dry weather only, so there is a chance we will
have to postpone the trip due to rain.

COMMUNITY NATURALIST REPORT

Zach Hutchinson
The Casper Community Naturalist has some upcoming activities dates for everyone to put on their
calendar.
Also, the 2018 Birdathon is currently under way! I will be sending out envelopes to previous supporters,
and I am hoping to find even more supporters this year. With many cuts to education, individual support
is more crucial now than any previous year I’ve experienced. If you would like to support the Birdathon,
or learn more about the work I do, please email me at zhutchinson@audubon.org!
Izaak Walton League Presentation - May 4th @ 6 pm
I will present on my time in Peru. Talk title is “Birds of Peru."
Birdathon - May 15th @ 12:00 am
This is the annual Birdathon to help raise funds for the Casper Community Naturalist Program!
Werner Wildlife Museum - May 17th @ 7 pm
I will present on my time in Peru. Talk title is “Birds of Peru.”
WY Game & Fish Expo - May 17th - 19th @ 9 am - 5 pm
All the Wyoming Community Naturalists will be in attendance at this event.
Edness K. Wilkins Bird Banding - 5/31, 6/12, 6/26, 7/7, 7/17, 7/24, 8/7
Rea Family Cabin Bird Banding - 6/2, 6/15, 6/27, 7/6, 7/19, 7/25, 8/2
These dates are subject to change depending on the weather. We meet around 5:30 am, but
participants are welcome to attend and leave when they can!

ECOLOGY AND EVOLUTIONARY BIOLOGY: A SPECIES IN THE
MAKING
By Bennet McIntosh
the island’s three finch
species behave and evolve.
And in a November paper
published in Science, they
announced that a fourth
species is emerging before
their eyes.

Professors Peter and Rosemary Grant
on a cliff on Daphne Major track data
from samples from the island’s finches

On a near-treeless, half-milelong volcanic island in the
Pacific, the finches that
helped inspire Darwin’s
theories are again changing
how scientists think about the
origins of new species. For 40
years, Daphne Major, one of
the smaller Galápagos Islands,
has hosted annual research
visits by evolutionary

The island of Daphne MajorD. Parer
and E. Parer-Cook/Minden Pictures

biologists Rosemary and
Peter Grant. There, the
husband-and-wife team of
Princeton professors emeriti
takes meticulous observations
and genetic data to track how

In 1981, a single large cactus
finch — a species found only
on and around Española
Island, 80 miles to the south
— arrived on Daphne Major.
The interloper was 70
percent bigger than the
largest native finch, and
despite its unique song was
able to mate with six of the
native female ground finches
over 13 years, resulting in 16
offspring. One pair’s offspring
mated with another ground
finch, but the five generations
since this second pairing have
bred only with one another,
resulting in a lineage with its
own unique song and
disproportionally large beaks.
Since finches find mates
based on these cues, the
interloper’s descendants are
“reproductively isolated” — a
biological criterion for a new
species.
The Grants have been
cautious about naming these
birds as a new, distinct
species for fear that such
intense inbreeding would
cause the bird to go extinct.
And yet the new lineage

survives, says Peter. “An
inbred lineage does not have
much genetic diversity,”
leaving them unprepared for
new challenges like
environmental change and
disease, but “birds seem to be
surprisingly well able to
tolerate high levels of
inbreeding,” he says. Future
genetic mutations could
increase the lineage’s
diversity and resilience, but
for now, the birds could easily
be wiped out by a single
epidemic.
That the rise — and potential
failure — of a new species can
play out with such a small
cast over so few years
suggests that similar hybrid
breeding events might create
new species all the time, all
over the world, says
Rosemary. “We don’t know
how common [these
scenarios] are, but suspect
they are more common than
is realized.”
The Galápagos finches were
suitable for these events
thanks to the many similar
small-population species on
the islands, incompletely
isolated from one another by
the sea. “And small, isolated
environments are everywhere
for small organisms,”
Continued on next page

Rosemary says. A series of ponds and lakes could play the same role for a group of frog or fish species
as the Galápagos do for the finches. So the next new species could be coming soon to a pond near you.
How an Incipient Species Took Shape

An immigrant finch arrived on Daphne Major 37 years ago and mated with several native finches. That
first generation bred with one other native finch and with one another. From the second-generation
forward, they reproduced solely through inbreeding. The resulting hybrid, called Big Bird, has met two
critical criteria for consideration as a new species: reproductive isolation and the evolution of a new
beak shape that allows them to successfully compete for food on the island.
Story re-printed from: https://paw.princeton.edu/article/ecology-and-evolutionary-biology-species-making

MURIE AUDUBON PROGRAM PRESENTS

Dr. George P. Jones, Vegetation Ecologist with the Wyoming Natural Diversity Database (WYNDD)
will be our guest speaker at the May program. First, George will explain why the WYNDD exists,
which is to provide information for people to use in resource development, management, and
conservation. Second, what they concentrate on: plants and animals that either are rare in Wyoming
or are common only here, and the state’s vegetation- or habitat- or ecosystem-types. This part would
be, basically, explaining what the biodiversity of Wyoming looks like from our point of view. Third,
how they develop and provide this information. He will explain how, and why, their business has
changed over the years to include more focused surveys, better-defined survey techniques, and the
like.
WYNDD is a member of a network of similar programs collectively known as the Natural Heritage
Network. Each of the 50 US states, most Canadian provinces, and many Latin American countries
house a network program dedicated to gathering and developing biological information on species of
conservation concern and natural vegetation communities. Programs in the network use the same
database methodology and software and receive technical support from a coordinating organization
known as NatureServe. Most programs are housed in universities or state agencies; WYNDD operates
as a service and research unit of the University of Wyoming.
Please join us on Friday, May 11, 2018 at 7 pm at the Oil & Gas Conservation Commission Building at
2211 King Blvd. for this program. As always, the program is free and open to the public!

Announcement
rockies.audubon.org
In 2018, we mark the centennial of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the most powerful and important
bird-protection law ever passed. In honor of this milestone, nature lovers around the world are joining
forces to celebrate the “Year of the Bird” and commit to protecting birds today and for the next
hundred years. In our region, Audubon Rockies is celebrating by challenging the birders across
Colorado & Wyoming to do what they do best, watch birds.
Audubon Rockies will be offering two prizes to the top eBird users in Colorado and Wyoming for the
categories “Species” and “Checklists.” Read the rules below to participate! To learn more about bird
conservation in our region, visit rockies.audubon.org.

Prizes
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

Prizes can include, but are not limited to:
Hamburger grazed on Audubon Certified Bird Friendly Land - https://goo.gl/bC6Ydq
Gifts from our Habitat Hero program - https://goo.gl/Ny4k63
Copies of Rockie’s Sagebrush Adventures - https://goo.gl/fgocUS
MORE prizes will be announced as the challenge progresses!

Register (FREE)
Wyoming Registration: https://goo.gl/forms/xqoCUTzSoJUCFnzQ2
Rules
1. Only birds/checklists entered through an eBird account with checklist dates between
01/01/2018 and 12/31/18 will count towards totals.
2. Participants must register with Audubon Rockies by June 15th, 2018. Contact Zach Hutchinson
at zhutchinson@audubon.org with a name and email address to register.
3. All birds/checklists must be entered into eBird by January 7th, 2019. All checklists must be
“complete” as per eBird’s FAQ’s.
4. Rare birds must have documentation provided for local eBird Reviewers. Audubon Rockies will
consult with local reviewers on rare birds.
5. In the result of a tie, a coin flip will decide the category winner.
6. Top "Species" and top "Checklist" winners cannot be the same individual. Second place
"Checklist" participant will be selected in the event of same individual finishing in top place for
both categories.
7. Individuals can only claim one prize from either Colorado or Wyoming.
8. This challenge is not sponsored, endorsed, or in connection with eBird's monthly/annual
challenges.
9. Prizes & awards are subject to change.
10. Audubon Rockies has final decision on all Audubon Rockies Birding, and awards.

HOW TO CHOOSE THE RIGHT KIND OF BIRD FEEDER

All About Birds
The ideal bird feeder is sturdy enough to withstand winter weather and squirrels, tight enough to keep
seeds dry, easy to assemble and, most important of all, easy to keep clean.
To attract the greatest variety of birds to your yard, provide several different feeder types offering a
variety of foods. You’ll find that some species are more likely to use one kind of feeder over another.
Here’s a rundown of the main types:
Tray Or Platform Feeders
Trays attract the widest variety of seed-eating feeder birds, including pigeons, starlings,
and House Sparrows, but also grosbeaks and native sparrows. Tray feeders offer no
protection against rain and snow; without excellent drainage, seeds may become wet
enough to sprout, and wet seeds may also foster fungal and bacterial growth. Bird
droppings can quickly soil the seed in tray feeders. The best tray feeders have a
screened, rather than solid, bottom to promote complete drainage; at the very least,
tray feeders should have several drainage holes. Even with drainage, the bottom should be removable
for fairly frequent hosing. Offer only enough seed in tray feeders for birds to finish every day or two,
and shake out the bottom every time you add new seeds.
Unless constructed with an effective squirrel baffle on the pole or suspension chain, tray feeders are an
open invitation to squirrels and chipmunks. Tray feeders placed near the ground are most likely to
attract ground-feeding birds such as juncos, doves, jays, blackbirds, and sparrows (along with squirrels,
deer, raccoons, and other critters). Tray feeders can also be mounted on deck railings, posts, or stumps,
or can be suspended. Some models have a roof to provide some protection from the weather.
Hopper Or “House” Feeders
This kind of feeder protects seeds fairly well against the weather and bird
droppings, but if the seed within the hopper does get wet, bacteria and
fungus can thrive. Hopper feeders are attractive to most feeder birds,
including finches, jays, cardinals, buntings, grosbeaks, sparrows, chickadees,
and titmice; they’re also squirrel magnets. Many hoppers can hold enough
seed to last for several days, which can make them very convenient for
people, but dangerous for birds if the seed within is allowed to get wet.
Most hopper feeders are much harder to clean than tray feeders. Hopper feeders can be mounted on a
pole or suspended. Again, a squirrel baffle is important if you don’t want to feed them.
Window Feeders
Small plastic feeders affixed to window glass with suction cups, and platform feeders hooked into
window frames, attract finches, chickadees, titmice, and some sparrows. They afford us wonderful,
close-up views of birds, and their placement makes them the safest of all feeder types for preventing
window collisions. Because many birds feed while standing on the seeds in window feeders, the food
risks becoming soiled, so the seed in these feeders should be changed daily and the feeders kept very
clean. Fortunately, for most window designs these are the easiest of all feeders to access for filling and
cleaning.

Tube Feeders
Hollow tubes keep seed fairly clean and dry and, if they have metal feeding
ports, may be somewhat squirrel resistant (though squirrels often chew through
the end caps or the plastic tube itself). Depending on the size of the perches
under the feeding ports, you may attract small birds such as sparrows,
grosbeaks, chickadees, titmice, and finches while excluding larger species such
as grackles and jays. Styles with perches above the feeding ports are designed
for seed-eating birds that can feed hanging upside down, such as goldfinches
and chickadees, while dissuading others. Depending on the size of the feeding
ports, you can offer tiny nyjer seeds or larger seeds.
Unfortunately, the seed-containing tube on most tube feeders extends an inch or more below the
bottom-most feeding ports. Seed that collects here may become a breeding ground for mold and
bacteria. It’s best to block the bottom of the tube below the bottom feeding ports. Some tube feeders
are huge, accommodating a dozen or more birds at a time. But these are best used only during times
when many birds are using them. During periods when only a handful of birds use these feeders, use
smaller models so the seed is used up fairly frequently. When adding new seed to tube feeders, always
empty the old seed out first.
Nyjer Feeders
Nyjer (also called thistle) feeders are especially popular with American
Goldfinches, Pine Siskins, and Common Redpolls. They come in two forms—tube
feeders with very small feeding ports, and “thistle “socks”—fine-mesh bags to
which birds cling to extract the seeds. The seed within thistle socks can become
quite wet with rain, so only use large ones during periods when you have enough
finches to consume the contents in a few days. The same caveats are true of
nyjer tube feeders as other tube feeders.
Many people look below their nyjer feeders to see what looks like wasted seed
beneath. As tiny as nyjer seeds are, the black part on the outside is merely the
shell—finches slit through this to extract the even tinier seed within.
Squirrels aren’t particularly attracted to nyjer seed, so normally don’t damage
even fairly flimsy plastic nyjer feeders.
Suet Feeders
Suet feeders may be constructed of wire mesh or plastic-coated wire mesh, or be
a simply mesh onion bag. They can be nailed or tied to a tree trunk, suspended,
or affixed to the side of a hopper feeder.
Suet feeders attract a variety of woodpeckers, nuthatches, chickadees, titmice,
jays, and starlings. Suet cages that open only at the bottom force birds to hang
upside down while feeding. This design usually excludes starlings, which have
trouble perching that way.
Some people are concerned about metal suet feeders, afraid bird tongues or eyes
can stick to the metal. Although anecdotal information about this actually
happening is scarce or nonexistent, it’s easy to find plastic-coated suet cages.
Article reprinted from: https://www.allaboutbirds.org/how-to-choose-the-right-kind-of-bird-feeder/

HELP SUPPORT MURIE AUDUBOND SOCIETY CHAPTER
BECOME A ‘FRIEND’ OF MURIE AUDUBON
The annual cost of being an individual or family ‘Friend’ is a donation of $10 or more.
Benefits include:
* Free monthly programs * Field trips * Monthly subscription to Plains and Peaks newsletter
Your generous donations support:
* MurieAudubon.org - our website * Local conservation efforts * Local Environmental Education
* WYOBIRDS email list server * Audubon Adventures * Annual Banquet
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ All of your funds are used locally here in Wyoming ~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Today’s Date: ________________________
r $10 One Year __________________________________________________________________
r Audubon Adventures ($46.65 per classroom)__________________________________________
r Other (Please Designate) $________________________________________________________
Total $________________
Please check one:

New Member

Change

Correction

Update

Renewal

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ____________
Phone: ______________________________________________(Not shared with anyone – honest!)
Email: _________________________________________________(Again, not shared with anyone)
Please check:
r I want the Plains & Peaks newsletter delivered to the above address.
r I want to save a tree and postage. DO NOT SEND ME SNAIL MAIL! I will download a digital
copy of the Plains & Peaks Newsletter from http://MurieAudubon.org ☺
Please make checks payable to:
Murie Audubon Society
PO Box 2112
Casper, WY 82602

Thank you for your support!

MAS CHAPTER OFFICERS
PRESIDENT—Zach Hutchinson (267-7560)
zhutchinson@audubon.org
VICE-PRESIDENT—Jenny Edwards (307-259-9956)
jenny5526@myncsd.org
RECORDING SECRETARY—Kim Grant,
kimgrant5000@gmail.com
TREASURER—Stacey Scott (262-0055),
hustace@gmail.com
PROGRAM CHAIR—Bruce Walgren
CIRCULATION/MEMBERSHIP RECORDS—Jan Whitney
(237-7709), janw@tribcsp.com
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR—Harry Martin (258-1255),
harry@harrymartincartoons.com
EDUCATION CHAIR—
NEWSLETTER EDITOR—Jenny Edwards, (259-9956),
jenny5526@myncsd.org
WEBSITE—Rose-Mary King
(262-4861), kingchick3547@live.com
HOSPITALITY CHAIR—Kathy Knapp (259-2165),
KathyaKnapp@hotmail.com; Nancy Stichert (265-0144),
nstichert@teglerinsurance.com
PUBLICITY CHAIR—Jenny Edwards,
jenny5526@myncsd.org
FIELD TRIP CHAIR—Sarah Baird, sbaird75@yahoo.com
BANQUET CHAIR—VACANT
EMERITUS—Bart Rea (234-6282), bdrea@tribscp.com
PAST PRESIDENT—Chris Michelson (234-8726),
michelsonce@aol.com

AUDUBON ROCKIES - REGIONAL OFFICE OF
NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
Regional Office: 106 N. College Ave., Suite 1, Fort Collins, CO
80524. Phone: 970-416-6931 (Contact number for staff)
Regional Community Naturalists, 410 McKean Rd., Moorcroft
WY 82721, Phone: 307-756-3149.
Dusty Downey—Cell: 504-453-4124, ddowney@audubon.org,
Jacelyn Downey—Cell: 504-453-4139, jdowney@audubon.org;
Casper Community Naturalist—Zach Hutchinson
—Cell: 307-267-7560; zhutchinson@audubon.org
Allison Holloran - Executive Director of Audubon Rockies
Region, aholloran@audubon.org
John Kloster-Prew, Development Director
Daly Edmunds, Regional Policy Coordinator
Abby Burk, WRAN Coordinator Jamie Weiss, Habitat Heroes
Coordinator
Mandi Casolo, Office Assistant
Audubon Rockies website - http://www.rockies.audubon.org
Facebook under Audubon Rockies

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Term Expires 2018
Bob Yonts, (473-3045), bbyonts@juno.com, Rose-Mary
King, Chris Michelson (234-8726), michelsonce@aol.com
Term Expires 2019
Jenny Edwards, jennny5526@myncsd.org
Tiffany Leary
Luis Alza
Kelly Keenan
Harry Martin
Sarah Baird

MAS VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Murie Audubon Society is to instill
a passion for nature in present and future
generations through awareness, enjoyment,
understanding, appreciation, conservation, and
advocacy.

MAS MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Murie Audubon Society is to
promote the conservation of birds and other
wildlife through education and enhancement
of natural habitats, understanding,
appreciation, conservation, and advocacy.

NOTICE TO FRIENDS OF MURIE NEWSLETTER RECIPIENTS

The membership wizards have updated the mailing label process. If you think your P&P will expire and
you are not sure when, check your P&P Newsletter label. Your expiration date will show when your
subscription should expire. After that, your name gets flagged and the subscription stops until you
renew. You will receive only two more issues after your expiration date. If you feel this is in error,
please contact Harry Martin (307-258-1255) to make any corrections. Thanks! Please Note: There is a
computer involved with maintaining membership records and so if there are any errors, I am most
likely to blame because computers don’t make mistakes (so I am told). ☺
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