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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S FIELD NOTES
As you all may remember, Zach
is in Peru banding birds. I’ve
been having quite a time
following his adventures on
Facebook blog, Flocking Around.
All the humming birds he has
banded have fascinated me.
Here a few photos I grabbed
from his blog. Check it out if
you’re interested. Almost daily,
he posts photos.

Birds to See Early March in the
Casper Area
When you read this it will be early
March. This is the very beginning of
the migration season. As the ice
goes off the water bodies, the winter
waterfowl will start to leave and the
spring birds will begin to come
in. This is a good time to look for
red-breasted merganser. Most of
the puddle ducks will be returning
depending on the local
weather. Blue-winged teal and
cinnamon teal will be the last to
arrive. Loons generally don't appear
until early April. There are two
species of shorebird, which will likely
occur late in the month, killdeer and
greater yellowlegs. A few songbirds
should also begin to arrive. The first
to look for are mountain bluebird,
red-winged blackbird and western
meadowlark. Note that in the
songbird migration the male birds are
usually 10 days to 2 weeks ahead of
the females. A few mourning doves
should appear by the end of
March. Vesper sparrow may also
appear in late March.
Good birding to all.
Chris Michelson

KIDS’ CORNER

Extinction. What do Tyrannosaurus rex, Tasmanian tiger, Steller’s sea cow, Golden toad,
Passenger pigeon and Dodo all have in common? They are extinct. When every single
member of a species dies and none are left alive, then that animal has gone extinct.
Extinctions can happen for many reasons but recently people have been a major cause.
Over hunting can led to extinction as can diseases, climate change or habitat loss which is
when animal’s homes are destroyed. In the past, there have been very large extinctions
where many species have gone extinct together. This is called an extinction event. One of
these events wiped out the dinosaurs. 65 million years ago, a meteor hit Earth, there was a
massive explosion and dust was blown into the sky. Scientists think this dust changed the Earths
weather and made it very cold and dark. Animals found it hard to survive and many died.
Dinosaurs were just some of the animals that went extinct.
https://scienceforthekids.wordpress.com/2013/02/15/what-does-extinction-mean/

BIG BOX STORE BIRDING

Harry Martin
First there was birding. Then came back yard birding. Now, the latest craze, big box store birding. You
read that right. Time to take them high priced binoculars to your favorite big box store and do some
indoor birding. Why risk life and limb outdoors in the dead of winter when you can combine indoor
shopping and birding.
I had recently visited the Casper Menard's store, shopping for hardware when I heard the familiar chirps
echoing up and down the isles. I looked up and sure enough, a swarm of them little brown thingies,
house sparrows, were flying around like fighter pilots in attack formation. I decided to track them down
to see what they were up to. I followed them to where the pet supplies were and discovered that they
were on a raiding party, helping themselves to a source of spilled bird seed.
I have spotted these indoor raiding parties before at the local Walmarts and dismissed them as little lost
birds that got trapped by flying through open doors. On several occasions at home, birds have
accidentally flown into my garage and I had to help them find a way out.
One or two maybe, but a dozen or more? I'm not so sure anymore.
I used to work at Walmart and over time I noticed that there were
many manufacturing defects in key locations around the ceiling.
Each spring, birds would build nests in every nook and cranny on
the outside edges of the roof. Some nests were actually inside
along the walls. This confirmed my suspicions that the birds were in
fact finding ways into the store through unseen cracks that could
have escaped builders eyes during the final touches to construction.
In the spring, you could hear the fledglings in their indoor nests as
the adults returned with bugs and other treats from the outside
world. Over time, house sparrows would zero in on the bags of
birdseed. As long as customers and staff ignored them, they didn't
mind pecking and drilling holes into the 6-mil plastic bags to access
the gold mine. No debit cards needed here.
So, I'm sure it is happening here at Menards. I believe the little
buggers are seeking out protection from the stormy weather. In the
process, they sniff out the heat through the cracks and crawl
through to gain access to the inside where they spot the bird feed. I
also think they share this information and follow each other to the
gold mines. Safety in numbers right?
I watch from a distance and observe while they take turns diving
into the seed that has spilled down onto the floor. Some stay high
to sound the alarm before a shopping cart can run them down. I
have to hand it to them; they are smart little rats with wings.
I believe when the world comes to an end, cockroaches and little
birds will inherit the earth.
Good birding to all!

MURIE AUDUBON PROGRAM PRESENTS

Don Jones graduated from Middlebury College in Vermont in 2017 with a Bachelor's degree in
Conservation Biology. A lifelong and avid birder and naturalist, Don has long enjoyed spending as much
time as possible outdoors and is working to turn his passion for ecology and the natural world into a
career. He has participated in field research in Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, and Maine, in addition to
conducting projects in Australia and Costa Rica. He currently lives in Laramie, where he will be managing
a survey program for birds and small mammals across eastern Wyoming this summer.
Don visited Australia in the spring of 2016 and completed an independent study project as part of a
semester abroad program with the School for International Training (SIT). His research focused on
assessing the bird community composition in a reforested habitat corridor that has been replanted to
connect two remnant patches of old-growth rainforest, which comprise the Crater Lakes National Park.
This area is located at middle- to upper-elevation on the Atherton Tableland in North Queensland. The
purpose of his project was to assess ongoing changes in the bird community present in this habitat
corridor, and to determine whether endemics and species of conservation concern are able to utilize the
corridor to travel between the two rainforest stands. At the risk of oversimplifying, he found that in the
approximate 20 years since the corridor was replanted, the bird community has become more similar to
that found in the remnant rainforest at either end; but that habitat continues to be unsuitable for certain
endemic species which are unlikely to utilize the corridor at this point in time.
Please join us on Friday, March 9, 2018 at 7 pm at the Oil & Gas Conservation Commission Building at
2211 King Blvd. for Don’s program. As always, the program is free and open to the public!
• Bruce Walgren

WE NOW KNOW THE REAL RANGE OF THE EXTINCT CAROLINA
PARAKEET
By Sabrina Imbler

Carolina Parakeets were the only
native parrot species in the U.S. But
by the early 1900s, the vibrant birds
were no more.

On a winter day during the
Revolutionary War, a flock of emeraldgreen parrots landed on a house in
Schoharie, New York, convincing
locals the apocalypse had arrived. (A
year later, British troops invaded and
burned down that exact building.) The
birds were Carolina Parakeets, and as
the villagers’ shock would suggest,
their presence was something of a
freak occurrence—one of just three
state records of the species from
1780 to the 1930s, when it was
declared extinct in the wild. But that
didn’t stop New York from being
included in the species’ long-accepted
range map. In fact, it covered much of
the Eastern United States, as if early
scientists had drawn a blob around
every reported sighting. In one spot,
the parakeet’s range even traced the
precise borders of Delaware and New
Jersey.
It’s that last feature that raised the
suspicions of Kevin Burgio, an
ornithologist and postdoctoral fellow
from the University of Connecticut, in
2013. “I doubt parrots had a high
respect for state boundaries,” he jokes. So Burgio decided to reconstruct the real ranges of the two
parakeet subspecies: Conuropsis carolinensis carolinensis and Conuropsis carolinensis ludovicianus. He and
his team analyzed each historical observation dating back to 1564, scoured travel diaries from hunters
and amateur ornithologists, gathered notes from specimens in museum collections, and pruned out
suspect evidence.
The resulting map was not only narrower, it also revealed that both subspecies had sovereign territories
with little overlap. By comparing seasonal differences in every part of the new range to the birds’
wintering and breeding needs, the scientists further concluded that the western subspecies migrated as
far northeast as Pennsylvania. As a result, the parrot apocalypse of 1780 is officially a fluke (though the
long-gone town of Paroquet, Arkansas, remains on the map).

Adapted from Burgio et al. Map: Daniel Huffman

Burgio’s findings help elucidate why the species died out so rapidly, too: The long-suspected
culprits (deforestation, hunting, disease, or some combination thereof) would have had a graver impact
on two isolated populations than on a more wide-ranging one. The southern subspecies, Conuropsis
carolinensis ludovicianus.
Now that he’s set the record straight, Burgio hopes his
research can inform modern conservation work around
parrots, which are the most threatened avian group on
Earth. A closer look at the Carolina Parakeet’s range, for
instance, may help reveal new niches for species struggling
in the tropics. And tracking constrictions in the dead bird’s
range over time could point to local land-use changes that
are making parrots more vulnerable today.
But the past doesn't always line up with the present, Paul
Reillo, the founder and president of the Rare Species
Conservatory Foundation, says. His organization
conserves Red-browed Amazons and other declining
parrots in captivity and in the wild. Reillo believes the
world has changed too much for scientists to draw useful
ecological lessons from the Carolina Parakeet's history. “It’s
not like comparing apples to oranges, but comparing
apples to cinderblocks,” he says, adding that the research
would be better directed toward current wildlife. “In the
extinction crisis we’re facing now, we need to ask hard
questions about what we’re doing in science.”
For Burgio, however, the parakeet is worthy of inquiry,
simply because it stands for something bigger and timeless.
“Ultimately, this research has little to do with extinction,”
he says, “and has much more to do with life.”
Reprinted from: Imbler, Sabrina. “We Now Know the Real Range of the Extinct Carolina Parakeet.” Audubon, Audubon Magazine, 15 Dec.
2017, www.audubon.org/magazine/winter-2017/we-now-know-real-range-extinct-carolina-parakeet.

SAGE GROUSE STRUTTING

Stacey Scott
Sage-Grouse Strutting - Since the houses are too close to the Hat 6 lek, the grouse abandoned that lek.
There really isn't a convenient public lek. I have to count leks on the Two-bar Ranch 6 times from mid
April until early May, and am happy to have company. The protocol calls for being at the lek 30 minutes
before sunrise and counting for at least an hour. I can take up to 4 people on a first come first serve
basis. We initially start at 5:00 AM at my place, and will get progressively earlier as the sun gets up
earlier. Because I am not willing to tear up roads or vehicles, this is nice weather only. We usually get
back to my place before 8:00, and based on weather I frequently go on weekdays. Please call Stacey
Scott at 262-0055 to arrange a time to see the grouse strut. I go to bed early, so please don't call after
8:30 PM.

Announcement
rockies.audubon.org
In 2018, we mark the centennial of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the most powerful and important
bird-protection law ever passed. In honor of this milestone, nature lovers around the world are joining
forces to celebrate the “Year of the Bird” and commit to protecting birds today and for the next
hundred years. In our region, Audubon Rockies is celebrating by challenging the birders across
Colorado & Wyoming to do what they do best, watch birds.
Audubon Rockies will be offering two prizes to the top eBird users in Colorado and Wyoming for the
categories “Species” and “Checklists.” Read the rules below to participate! To learn more about bird
conservation in our region, visit rockies.audubon.org.

Prizes
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

Prizes can include, but are not limited to:
Hamburger grazed on Audubon Certified Bird Friendly Land - https://goo.gl/bC6Ydq
Gifts from our Habitat Hero program - https://goo.gl/Ny4k63
Copies of Rockie’s Sagebrush Adventures - https://goo.gl/fgocUS
MORE prizes will be announced as the challenge progresses!

Register (FREE)
Wyoming Registration: https://goo.gl/forms/xqoCUTzSoJUCFnzQ2
Rules
1. Only birds/checklists entered through an eBird account with checklist dates
between 01/01/2018 and 12/31/18 will count towards totals.
2. Participants must register with Audubon Rockies by June 15th, 2018. Contact
Zach Hutchinson at zhutchinson@audubon.org with a name and email address
to register.
3. All birds/checklists must be entered into eBird by January 7th, 2019. All
checklists must be “complete” as per eBird’s FAQ’s.

4. Rare birds must have documentation provided for local eBird Reviewers.
Audubon Rockies will consult with local reviewers on rare birds.
5. In the result of a tie, a coin flip will decide the category winner.
6. Top "Species" and top "Checklist" winners cannot be the same individual.
Second place "Checklist" participant will be selected in the event of same
individual finishing in top place for both categories.
7. Individuals can only claim one prize from either Colorado or Wyoming.
8. This challenge is not sponsored, endorsed, or in connection with eBird's
monthly/annual challenges.
9. Prizes & awards are subject to change.
10. Audubon Rockies has final decision on all Audubon Rockies Birding, and
awards.
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS UPDATE

Harry Martin
In case you have not heard, I have accepted the position of ‘Membership Records’ that was held by
Bruce Walgren. Bruce has passed the torch to me and I am now tendering the records along with Jan
Whitney. I have to say, this is no easy task. Bruce has been doing this for a number of years along with
many other duties like Program Chair, bird rescue, other staff positions, and many other activities I’m
sure we have yet to hear about. Bruce has done a wonderful job at maintaining the records and he
deserves a shout-out for providing such outstanding service. Thanks Bruce and well done!
So, now I’m in the hot seat for maintaining the data. Part of the job is to keep our records in sync with
National Audubon records, which means downloading any updates or changes from National and
making appropriate updates to Murie’s database. Therefore, if you discover an error with your
newsletter expiration date or mailing address, I need to hear about it as soon as possible. If you have
moved and need to correct your mailing address, I need to hear about it even sooner. The newsletter
has a Murie ‘Friend’ application form that can be used to forward changes to mailing address as well as
other contact information and to renew if you like. You may also call me (307-258-1255), but I urge you
to use the membership form so that changes or updates get to me in writing. The address is on the
form.
One last thing. We get a handful of newsletters back from the U.S. Post Office each month. These
newsletters are sent to members who tend to move around. The Post Office tells me it is because of
incorrect forwarding mail addresses. If the address is even slightly off (Eyes not dotted and Tees not
crossed) the newsletter will not be forwarded. This tells me that the computer that generates the yellow
mailing labels is nowhere close to AI (Artificially Intelligent). It cannot tell the difference between N. 2nd
Street and North 2nd Street. This is a problem. Let me say this a different way...If you give the Post
Office a forwarding mailing address that does not EXACTLY match what they compare it to in their
address database, it will be rejected. A human can figure it out, but not their dumb computer, go figure.
The forwarding address must be 100% accurate, it cannot be void of any specific information, else the
newsletter will not go through. If this happens, I will put a hold on your newsletter until I get a correct
update from you. Sorry, it is the Post Office rules, not mine.
Thanks for taking the time to read this. -Harry

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS UPDATE
HELP SUPPORT MURIE AUDUBOND SOCIETY CHAPTER
BECOME A ‘FRIEND’ OF MURIE AUDUBON
The annual cost of being an individual or family ‘Friend’ is a donation of $10 or more.
Benefits include:
* Free monthly programs * Field trips * Monthly subscription to Plains and Peaks newsletter
Your generous donations support:
* MurieAudubon.org - our website * Local conservation efforts * Local Environmental Education
* WYOBIRDS email list server * Audubon Adventures * Annual Banquet
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ All of your funds are used locally here in Wyoming ~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Today’s Date: ________________________
r $10 One Year __________________________________________________________________
r Audubon Adventures ($46.65 per classroom)__________________________________________
r Other (Please Designate) $________________________________________________________
Total $________________
Please check one: ☐ New Member

☐Change

☐ Correction

☐ Update

☐ Renewal

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ____________
Phone: ______________________________________________(Not shared with anyone – honest!)
Email: _________________________________________________(Again, not shared with anyone)
Please check:
r I want the Plains & Peaks newsletter delivered to the above address.
r I want to save a tree and postage. DO NOT SEND ME SNAIL MAIL! I will download a digital
copy of the Plains & Peaks Newsletter from http://MurieAudubon.org ☺
Please make checks payable to:
Murie Audubon Society
PO Box 2112
Casper, WY 82602
Thank you for your support!

MAS CHAPTER OFFICERS
PRESIDENT—Zach Hutchinson (267-7560)
zhutchinson@audubon.org
VICE-PRESIDENT—Jenny Edwards (307-259-9956)
jenny5526@myncsd.org
RECORDING SECRETARY—Kim Grant,
kimgrant5000@gmail.com
TREASURER—Stacey Scott (262-0055),
hustace@gmail.com
PROGRAM CHAIR—Bruce Walgren
CIRCULATION/MEMBERSHIP RECORDS—Jan Whitney
(237-7709), janw@tribcsp.com
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR—Harry Martin (258-1255),
harry@harrymartincartoons.com
EDUCATION CHAIR—
NEWSLETTER EDITOR—Jenny Edwards, (259-9956),
jenny5526@myncsd.org
WEBSITE—Rose-Mary King
(262-4861), kingchick3547@live.com
HOSPITALITY CHAIR—Kathy Knapp (259-2165),
KathyaKnapp@hotmail.com; Nancy Stichert (265-0144),
nstichert@teglerinsurance.com
PUBLICITY CHAIR—Jenny Edwards,
jenny5526@myncsd.org
FIELD TRIP CHAIR—Sarah Baird, sbaird75@yahoo.com
BANQUET CHAIR—VACANT
EMERITUS—Bart Rea (234-6282), bdrea@tribscp.com
PAST PRESIDENT—Chris Michelson (234-8726),
michelsonce@aol.com

AUDUBON ROCKIES - REGIONAL OFFICE OF
NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
Regional Office: 106 N. College Ave., Suite 1, Fort Collins, CO
80524. Phone: 970-416-6931 (Contact number for staff)
Regional Community Naturalists, 410 McKean Rd., Moorcroft
WY 82721, Phone: 307-756-3149.
Dusty Downey—Cell: 504-453-4124, ddowney@audubon.org,
Jacelyn Downey—Cell: 504-453-4139, jdowney@audubon.org;
Casper Community Naturalist—Zach Hutchinson
—Cell: 307-267-7560; zhutchinson@audubon.org
Allison Holloran - Executive Director of Audubon Rockies
Region, aholloran@audubon.org
John Kloster-Prew, Development Director
Daly Edmunds, Regional Policy Coordinator
Abby Burk, WRAN Coordinator Jamie Weiss, Habitat Heroes
Coordinator
Mandi Casolo, Office Assistant
Audubon Rockies website - http://www.rockies.audubon.org
Facebook under Audubon Rockies

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Term Expires 2018
Bob Yonts, (473-3045), bbyonts@juno.com, Rose-Mary
King, Chris Michelson (234-8726), michelsonce@aol.com
Term Expires 2019
Jenny Edwards, jennny5526@myncsd.org
Tiffany Leary
Luis Alza
Kelly Keenan
Harry Martin
Sarah Baird

MAS VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Murie Audubon Society is to instill
a passion for nature in present and future
generations through awareness, enjoyment,
understanding, appreciation, conservation, and
advocacy.

MAS MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Murie Audubon Society is to
promote the conservation of birds and other
wildlife through education and enhancement
of natural habitats, understanding,
appreciation, conservation, and advocacy.

NOTICE TO FRIENDS OF MURIE NEWSLETTER RECIPIENTS

The membership wizards have updated the mailing label process. If you think your P&P will expire and
you are not sure when, check your P&P Newsletter label. Your expiration date will show when your
subscription should expire. After that, your name gets flagged and the subscription stops until you
renew. You will receive only two more issues after your expiration date. If you feel this is in error,
please contact Harry Martin (307-258-1255) to make any corrections. Thanks! Please Note: There is a
computer involved with maintaining membership records and so if there are any errors, I am most
likely to blame because computers don’t make mistakes (so I am told). ☺
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