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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S FIELD NOTES
As you all may remember, Zach
is in Peru banding birds. I’ve
been having quite a time
following his adventures on
Facebook blog, Flocking Around.
As I type this, I believe that Zach
is returning as we speak.

Birds to See in April
As you read this it will be early April.
Migration will be picking up notably
at the end of the month. The last of
the migrant waterfowl will be the
blue-winged and cinnamon teal.
Common loons will be found on
larger bodies of water. Shorebirds
will be more common toward the
end of the month. Look for plovers
and sandpipers. Mourning doves and
turkey vultures will be returning early
in the month. Many species of
songbirds will begin to filter into the
area during the month. Seedeaters
like sparrows will show up first. The
insect eaters will be later and will
depend on the weather conditions.
Look for some species of flycatcher
like the ruby-crowned kinglet earlier
in the month. Warblers will be few
until May. Some early yellowrumped warblers may be found in
late April. Remember that with the
songbirds the males migrate 10 days
to two weeks before the females.
Good birding to all.
Good birding to all.
Chris Michelson

KIDS’ CORNER

Be on the Look Out for Bird Nests! Birds can pick the strangest places to nest, like in
gutters, kitchen fan vents, or even right near a front door. While many birds rely on nest
cavities or build elaborate structures, it’s a good reminder to be on the lookout.
Depending on where you live, knowing when and where local birds assemble nests can be
a great way to help them this season. If you find a birds nest, the best thing to do is leave
it be! We must protect many bird nests this time of year, because they are considered
“active”. An active nest is any nest where there are birds or eggs present. By maintaining a
respectful distance from the bird nests, we can lessen the stress they feel while raising young. We
certainly don’t want to detract from the incubation process and we don’t want to interfere with them in
their home.
https://medium.com/usfws/be-on-the-lookout-for-bird-nests-a7349e38d54c

HOUSE FINCHES WITH PINK EYE REVEAL SECRETS OF DISEASE
VIRULENCE
By Gustave Axelson
journal Science. The
findings—from researchers at
Virginia Tech, Cornell,
Princeton, San Diego, and
North Carolina State
universities—show that this
strategy makes the pathogen
much stronger and more
dangerous for its next victim.

House Finch by Bob Vuxinic
House Finches are common
birds across North America,
but their numbers dropped by
as much as half with the
House Finch eye disease
epidemic.

New self-paced course: Learn
How to Identify Bird Songs,
Click to Learn More

Most pathogens have a
natural incentive not to make
their hosts too sick, too fast,
lest they kill off the organism
they’re living within before
they can replicate and
spread—or at least that’s the
conventional wisdom among
epidemiologists.

House Finch with eye disease
by Marie Read

But in the case of
conjunctivitis among House
Finches, the bacteria
Mycoplasma gallisepticum
takes a different tack: ramp
up the virulence, and give the
birds a severely nasty case of
pink eye.

The high-virulence strategy
aims to exploit the incomplete
memory of natural immune
systems and create a pathway
for reinfection. Unlike
humans, wild birds do not
receive vaccines and must
rely on their natural immune
systems to protect them from
pathogen attacks.
Epidemiologists explain that
natural immune systems have
the capacity for so-called
memory to recognize past
abusers and ward them off.

It’s all part of a pathogen
strategy to overcome the
immune systems of these
common rosy backyard birds,
according to research
published March 2nd in the

However, sometimes those
memories aren’t perfect,
granting only incomplete
immunity—and leaving the
door open a crack for
reinfection. In this study,
bacteria causing more severe
disease barged their way in to
reinfect the House Finches,
because higher virulence
overcame the host’s
imperfect immunity.

Sick birds develop severe
conjunctivitis, or pink eye,
become listless, and may
starve or become easy prey
for predators. Photo by Marie
Read.

Over time, the studied
environment of the House
Finches’ incomplete immunity
to mycoplasmal conjunctivitis
favored the evolution of more
virulent pathogen strains that
caused more severe disease
to previously unexposed
House Finches. The study
then modeled this pathogen–
host environment and found
that the pathogen strains that
came to dominate were
almost twice as deadly to
hosts.
“Our results are not just
important for finches. Many
human pathogens and other
animal pathogens also cause
only incomplete protection
against reinfection,” says
Dana Hawley, senior author
on the research and associate
professor of biological
sciences at Virginia Tech. “In

this case, imperfection can be
deadly.”
The Cornell Lab of
Ornithology’s André Dhondt
and Wesley Hochachka are
coauthors of the study, which
was built off a body of
research about House Finch
eye disease started by
Dhondt in the Cornell Lab’s
Bird Population Studies
program two decades ago.
“When we started the study
of a new disease in House
Finches in 1994, we had no
idea where this would lead.
We were able to follow the
expansion of the epidemic
across North America thanks
to the citizen-science
network of the Cornell Lab,
and funded by the visionary

new federal Ecology and
Evolution of Infectious
Diseases program,” says
Dhondt, noting that the
research benefited greatly
from grants from the National
Science Foundation and
National Institutes of Health.
Samuel Scheiner, an NSF
program officer who
managed the grants for the
House Finch Mycoplasma
research, said the link
between House Finches with
pink eye and diseases that
threaten humans is a key to
this research funding.
“The outbreak of Zika [was]
due to some kind of mutation
that occurred somewhere in
Asia and suddenly made Zika
more virulent,” says Scheiner.

“The idea is that you can use
things like the House Finch
project as a way to study
those processes, and then
you can apply that knowledge
to things like the Zika
outbreak.”
Dhondt says this latest
publication is another piece
added to solving the puzzle of
how House Finch eye disease
works: “The experiments
reported in the Science paper
explain elegantly why
pathogen virulence increased
once the disease had become
established. And it’s more
evidence of how curiositydriven research on birds can
generate insights that are
relevant for human health.”

Story re-printed from: https://www.allaboutbirds.org/house-finches-with-pink-eye-reveal-secrets-of-disease-virulence/

SAGE GROUSE STRUTTING

Stacey Scott
Sage-Grouse Strutting - Since the houses are too close to the Hat 6 lek, the grouse abandoned that lek.
There really isn't a convenient public lek. I have to count leks on the Two-bar Ranch 6 times from mid
April until early May, and am happy to have company. The protocol calls for being at the lek 30 minutes
before sunrise and counting for at least an hour. I can take up to 4 people on a first come first serve
basis. We initially start at 5:00 AM at my place, and will get progressively earlier as the sun gets up
earlier. Because I am not willing to tear up roads or vehicles, this is nice weather only. We usually get
back to my place before 8:00, and based on weather I frequently go on weekdays. Please call Stacey
Scott at 262-0055 to arrange a time to see the grouse strut. I go to bed early, so please don't call after
8:30 PM.

MURIE AUDUBON PROGRAM PRESENTS

Dr. Will Robinson, entomologist in the Biology Department at Casper College, will give a presentation
on April 13th at 7 p.m. at the Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Commission at 2211 King Blvd.
Dr. Robinson visited Tabasco State in southern Mexico last December-January as a Fulbright Specialist
in apiculture. There he worked with two kinds of local beekeepers: those keeping the notorious “killer
bees,” honey bees with the reputation as vicious defenders of the hive, and those keeping “stingless
bees.” Stingless bees are fascinating, overlooked social bees of many different species that have been
kept by the Maya for thousands of years for honey production and medicinal hive products. Will
encountered some eye-opening surprises in both kinds of bees, which he will share with the audience.
He also managed to snap a few photos of birds and other wildlife along the way.
Please join us on Friday, April 13, 2018 for Will’s program. As always, the program is free and open to
the public!

Announcement
rockies.audubon.org
In 2018, we mark the centennial of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the most powerful and important
bird-protection law ever passed. In honor of this milestone, nature lovers around the world are joining
forces to celebrate the “Year of the Bird” and commit to protecting birds today and for the next
hundred years. In our region, Audubon Rockies is celebrating by challenging the birders across
Colorado & Wyoming to do what they do best, watch birds.
Audubon Rockies will be offering two prizes to the top eBird users in Colorado and Wyoming for the
categories “Species” and “Checklists.” Read the rules below to participate! To learn more about bird
conservation in our region, visit rockies.audubon.org.

Prizes
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

Prizes can include, but are not limited to:
Hamburger grazed on Audubon Certified Bird Friendly Land - https://goo.gl/bC6Ydq
Gifts from our Habitat Hero program - https://goo.gl/Ny4k63
Copies of Rockie’s Sagebrush Adventures - https://goo.gl/fgocUS
MORE prizes will be announced as the challenge progresses!

Register (FREE)
Wyoming Registration: https://goo.gl/forms/xqoCUTzSoJUCFnzQ2
Rules
1. Only birds/checklists entered through an eBird account with checklist dates
between 01/01/2018 and 12/31/18 will count towards totals.
2. Participants must register with Audubon Rockies by June 15th, 2018. Contact
Zach Hutchinson at zhutchinson@audubon.org with a name and email address
to register.
3. All birds/checklists must be entered into eBird by January 7th, 2019. All
checklists must be “complete” as per eBird’s FAQ’s.
4. Rare birds must have documentation provided for local eBird Reviewers.
Audubon Rockies will consult with local reviewers on rare birds.
5. In the result of a tie, a coin flip will decide the category winner.
6. Top "Species" and top "Checklist" winners cannot be the same individual.
Second place "Checklist" participant will be selected in the event of same
individual finishing in top place for both categories.
7. Individuals can only claim one prize from either Colorado or Wyoming.
8. This challenge is not sponsored, endorsed, or in connection with eBird's
monthly/annual challenges.
9. Prizes & awards are subject to change.
10. Audubon Rockies has final decision on all Audubon Rockies Birding, and
awards.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Harry Martin
At our last general meeting I was approached by a Murie member wanting to know how to correct their
Friends of Murie membership expiration date. If you have not noticed already, each newsletter prints
your expiration date. I changed our Plain & Peaks newsletter labels so that everyone gets an expiration
date.
This has introduced a little bit of confusion depending on what type of membership you have. If you
recall we have two types of membership, actually three types after I explain this a bit more.
Currently, we mail out about 320 or so newsletters to members, and that changes from month to
month. Of those, about 265 are National Audubon members. We
also have about 83 local Friends of Murie members. Of those
320, we have about 33 members who are both Local *AND*
National members who contribute $$$ to both National and
Local. As a result, many of our members have two expiration
dates. Still with me?
Because of how our membership works, when you become a
National member, you get our newsletter with a National
expiration date even if you are not a Local member.
If you become a Local Friends of Murie member and NOT a National member, you get a Local
Expiration date.
The computer then selects the latest of the two and prints that on the newsletter as your expiration
date. Thus, if you know for a fact that your local expires soon, but you see that your newsletter expires
much later, then the reason is because your National membership expires much later. Still with me?
So, this creates a headache for everyone but the computer as it doesn't care. Our bylaws could change
in the future to bring everyone's expiration dates in sync to end all this confusion, but until then, this is
how it works.
So, in reality we have three membership states to keep track of and here they are:
1. Local contributor only
2. National contributor only
3. Both Local and National contributor
I hope that helps. Like I said, the computer keeps track of all this but only one expiration date shows up
on your mailing label, and that is the latest furthest out date that is in our database.
If you think your expiration date is still incorrect, please call me so I can verify it. Many folks do not want
their email or phone number in the database, so I am unable to contact you. You will have to call me to
get it fixed.

Olympic BirdFest 2018
Come Bird With Us
Sequim, Washington, April 13-15, 2018
Grab your binoculars and join the 15th annual Olympic BirdFest 2018 celebration at the Dungeness
River Audubon Center, April 13-15, 2018.
The stage is set…quiet bays and estuaries, sandy beaches, a five-mile-long sand spit, and a
protected island bird sanctuary on the Strait of Juan de Fuca; wetlands, tide pools, rainforests, and
lush river valleys. The players are ready … Marbled Murrelets, Rhinoceros Auklets, Harlequin Ducks,
Black Oystercatchers, Peregrine Falcons, Barred and Pygmy Owls will be sporting their finest spring
plumage for this celebration. Enjoy guided birding trips, boat tour, and a gala banquet. Our featured
speaker this year, Claudio Vidal has been exploring & birding since the age of 12 and currently leads
birding/nature tours & photo safaris through Patagonia, Chile & South America.
Come bird with us and experience with others the spectacular landscapes of the Olympic Peninsula
…you just might go home with a new bird for your life list! Check out the offerings by going online
(www.olympicbirdfest.org).
Precede your BirdFest weekend with a three-day, two night birding cruise of the spectacular San
Juan Islands on April 10-12, 2018. Visit San Juan and Sucia Islands, and more. Stay at the historic
Roche Harbor Resort.
Extend your Birdfest weekend with the Neah Bay post-trip, April 16-17, 2018:
two and one-half days exploring northwest coastal Washington, a region rarely seen by birders.
Contact us by phone, at 360-681-4076,
E-mail us at info@olympicbirdfest.org ,
Or write to us at:
Dungeness River Audubon Center
P.O. Box 2450
Sequim, WA 98382

HELP SUPPORT MURIE AUDUBOND SOCIETY CHAPTER
BECOME A ‘FRIEND’ OF MURIE AUDUBON
The annual cost of being an individual or family ‘Friend’ is a donation of $10 or more.
Benefits include:
* Free monthly programs * Field trips * Monthly subscription to Plains and Peaks newsletter
Your generous donations support:
* MurieAudubon.org - our website * Local conservation efforts * Local Environmental Education
* WYOBIRDS email list server * Audubon Adventures * Annual Banquet
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ All of your funds are used locally here in Wyoming ~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Today’s Date: ________________________
r $10 One Year __________________________________________________________________
r Audubon Adventures ($46.65 per classroom)__________________________________________
r Other (Please Designate) $________________________________________________________
Total $________________
Please check one: ☐ New Member

☐Change

☐ Correction

☐ Update

☐ Renewal

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ____________
Phone: ______________________________________________(Not shared with anyone – honest!)
Email: _________________________________________________(Again, not shared with anyone)
Please check:
r I want the Plains & Peaks newsletter delivered to the above address.
r I want to save a tree and postage. DO NOT SEND ME SNAIL MAIL! I will download a digital
copy of the Plains & Peaks Newsletter from http://MurieAudubon.org ☺
Please make checks payable to:
Murie Audubon Society
PO Box 2112
Casper, WY 82602

Thank you for your support!

MOWING THE LAWN LESS OFTEN IMPROVES BEE HABITAT
Susannah Lerman, a research ecologist with the USDA Forest Service's Northern Research Station, and
her collaborators explored whether different lawn mowing frequencies (1, 2 or 3 weeks) influenced
bee abundance and diversity in herbicide-free suburban yards in Springfield, Massachusetts. Their
study, "To mow or to mow less: Lawn mowing frequency affects bee abundance and diversity in
suburban yards," was published this week in the journal Biological Conservation.
"Bees and other pollinators provide essential ecosystem services in agricultural and natural landscapes,
and they are experiencing severe declines on a global scale," said Tony Ferguson, Director of the
Northern Research Station and the Forest Products Laboratory. "With this work, USDA Forest Service
science and our collaborators are identifying ways that we can all contribute to improving bee habitat
in our own back yards."
The research team found that while mowing every 3 weeks resulted in as much as 2.5 times more
lawn flowers (aka dandelions and clover) and greater diversity of bee species, the abundance of bees
was greatest when homeowners mowed every 2 weeks.
"We found that backyards can be a surprisingly beneficial habitat for bees," said Lerman, the study's
lead author. "Mowing less frequently can improve pollinator habitat and can be a practical, economical,
and timesaving alternative to lawn replacement or even planting pollinator gardens."
The experiment in Springfield included 16 residential lawns; Lerman said that more research will be
needed to determine whether easing up on lawn mowing has a similar effect on bee abundance in
other cities. There are an estimated 40 million acres of lawn, including yards, athletic fields, and golf
courses in the United States, making lawn management significant in efforts to preserve pollinators.
Homeowners who participated in the study appreciated the opportunity to be part of a research effort
as well as the lawn mowing services. "While I would never 'let my lawn go,' I can certainly let it get a
little higher than my neighbors' lawns and not feel guilty," said Joan Kavanagh, a study participant.
For this study, Lerman and her colleagues documented 93 species of bees with supplemental
observations reaching 111 bee species. This represents roughly a quarter of bee species recorded in
Massachusetts. "Cities may harbor even more diverse and abundant populations of native bees than
nearby natural areas," Lerman said. "Lawns managed to promote bees have the potential to improve
bee abundance."
In the course of the study, researchers found a bee that had not been documented in Massachusetts
since the 1920s but is commonly found in Maryland.
Co-authors of the study include Alexandra R. Contosta of the University of New Hampshire; Joan
Milam of the University of Massachusetts; and Christofer Bang from Arizona State University.
USDA Forest Service - Northern Research Station. (2018, March 13). Mowing the lawn less often improves bee
habitat. ScienceDaily. Retrieved March 22, 2018 from www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/03/180313134000.htm
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MAS VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Murie Audubon Society is to instill
a passion for nature in present and future
generations through awareness, enjoyment,
understanding, appreciation, conservation, and
advocacy.

MAS MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Murie Audubon Society is to
promote the conservation of birds and other
wildlife through education and enhancement
of natural habitats, understanding,
appreciation, conservation, and advocacy.

NOTICE TO FRIENDS OF MURIE NEWSLETTER RECIPIENTS

The membership wizards have updated the mailing label process. If you think your P&P will expire and
you are not sure when, check your P&P Newsletter label. Your expiration date will show when your
subscription should expire. After that, your name gets flagged and the subscription stops until you
renew. You will receive only two more issues after your expiration date. If you feel this is in error,
please contact Harry Martin (307-258-1255) to make any corrections. Thanks! Please Note: There is a
computer involved with maintaining membership records and so if there are any errors, I am most
likely to blame because computers don’t make mistakes (so I am told). ☺
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