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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S FIELD NOTES
I don’t know about all of you
Murie Audubon Members &
Friends, but I am ready for
springtime!

Birds to See Mid-winter in the Casper
Area- a checklist
Feeder Birds:
r House Finch
r House Sparrow
r Dark-eyed Junco
r Blue Jay (lucky find)
r Townsend’s Solitaire (lucky find)

Christmas Bird Counts are in the
past, and the Great Backyard
Bird Count (GBBC) is right
around the corner! How can
YOU participate in the GBBC?
Simply go birding between
February 12th-15th and enter
your checklists into eBird! It’s
that EASY! While you’re at it,
consider taking someone new along with you!
This will likely be my last field note for awhile. I will be traveling
to Peru to meet up with Murie Member Lewis Hein and
members of the Corbidi Team. This was all set up thanks to
Murie Audubon Board Member Luis Alza! I will be doing some
small fundraising to help sponsor Lewis and myself while we are
away. If you would like to help sponsor our efforts to teach
banding/aging techniques to students and volunteers in Peru,
email me at zhutchinson@audubon.org.
Have a hearty February!
Zach
King of Hearts

Waterfowl- in open water such as
Gray Reef Reservoir and parts of the
North Platte:
r Canada goose
r Mallard
r Common Goldeneye
r Common Merganser
r Barrow's Goldeneye (lucky find)
r Hooded merganser (lucky find)
Open Country
r Horned Lark
r Snow Bunting (lucky find)
r Lapland Longspurs (lucky find).
r Rough-legged hawk
r Red-tailed hawk
r Golden and Bald Eagles.
r Northern harrier (lucky find)
r Prairie falcon (lucky find)
r Merlin (lucky find)
r American kestrel (lucky find)
Good birding to all.
Chris Michelson

KIDS’ CORNER

Are you a Scientist? Kids make great scientists because they are curious, follow directions
(sometimes better than adults), and are excellent observers. Here in Wyoming, kids are
helping collect data for all kinds of scientific research. For example, you can provide
information to USGS about earthquakes if you feel one. Younger kids can set up a nature
notebook (www.usanpn.org/nn/become-observer) to document observations of plants
and animals and follow other kids’ scientific research. Project FeederWatch and the Great
Backyard Bird Count are science projects for all ages. Data collected helps scientists track
bird migration through Wyoming. Murie is a huge supporter of kids doing science. Please join us
for bird banding, field trips, and programs.
Jenny Edwards

CASPER CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT RESULTS
Chris Michelson

The Casper CBC was

conducted on December 16,
2017. The weather was less
than ideal since we had light
to moderate and back to light
snow for the day. The
mountain had fog as well.
Despite these conditions the
results were rather good.
There were 69 species
observed on count day plus
one additional during count
week. This is above our longterm average. The numbers
were down from the last
couple of years but again
above the long-term average.
There were 28 groups in the
field and 18 feeder watchers,
which is good for this count.
The count was interesting in
that there were no real
surprises. We found most of
the species expected in the
winter, which does not
happen every year. The wren
found on the south side of
Casper Mountain and the
cackling geese were new to
the count. The geese have
been expected for some
years now. All in all, a good
count.

Ring-necked Duck

1

Blue Jay

89

Bufflehead

8

Clark's Nutcracker

11

Common Goldeneye

152

Black-billed Magpie

176

Barrow's Goldeneye

cw

American Crow

33

Hooded Merganser

11

Common Raven

20

Common Merganser

36

Horned Lark

141

Ring-necked Pheasant

1

Black-capped Chickadee

81

Wild Turkey

103

Mountain Chickadee

97

Great Blue Heron

3

Red-breasted Nuthatch

21

Bald Eagle MATURE

15

White-breasted Nuthatch

18

Bald Eagle IMMATURE

4

Pygmy Nuthatch

52

Northern Harrier

3

Brown Creeper

9

Sharp-shinned Hawk

8

House Wren

1

Cooper's Hawk

3

Mountain Bluebird

4

Northern Goshawk

1

Townsend's Solitaire

51

Red-tailed Hawk

10

American Robin

405

Rough-legged Hawk

11

European Starling

2779

Golden Eagle MATURE

10

Cedar Waxwing

61

Golden Eagle IMMATURE

4

Spotted Towhee

1

American Kestrel

2

American Tree Sparrow

5

Prairie Falcon

1

Song Sparrow

3

American Coot

1

Harris' Sparrow

2

Wilson's Snipe

3

Junco - Dark-eyed

101

Ring-billed Gull

12

Junco - OREGON FORM

27

California Gull

1

Junco - SLATE COLORED

10

Rock Pigeon

745

Red-winged Blackbird

33

Eurasian Collared-Dove

1237

Common Grackle

1

Eastern Screech-Owl

1

Gray-crowed Rosy Finch

5

SPECIES

Total

Great Horned Owl

7

House Finch

387

Cackling Goose

2

Downy Woodpecker

18

Red Crossbill

50

Canada Goose

1399

American Goldfinch

17

3

1

Evening Grosbeak

100

American Widgeon

11

House Sparrow

2604

Mallard

613

Number of Species

69

American Green-winged Teal

11

Total Individuals

11961

Redhead

1

Hairy Woodpecker
American Three-toed
Woodpecker
Northern Flicker (Red Shafted)
Northern Flicker (Yellow
Shafted)
Northern Flicker Unknown

13

Gadwall

Steller's Jay

35

56
2
7

BATE’S HOLE CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT RESULTS

Stacey Scott
The Bates Hole CBC was held on January 1, 2018; as nice a day as is possible on January 1. We had 16
people in the field in this mostly rural count. The number of species is about average for the last few
years, but the number of individuals is about 100 below the average. The Sage-Grouse numbers are
high, due to luck and the fact that there are more grouse. This was a good insect year, so we had good
numbers of chicks that survived. I expect that the Lec counts in the spring will show this increase. We
had many more Rough-legged Hawks than in past years, and I expect a good mouse
population. Everyone saw lots of Rough-legs, and we had quite a discussion trying to make sure we
didn't double count these hawks. Rosy Finches were absent, which just is a sign of their decline.
We are concerned with the number of Golden Eagles. While we had a couple of more Golden's than in
the past couple of years, considering the number of rabbits, we normally would have had many more
Golden Eagles. Also, we only had one immature.
Below is the list- 2 week count
SPECIES
#
Great Blue Herron
2
Canada Goose
239
Mallard
123
Green-winged Teal
1
Common Goldeneye 73
Common Merganser
9
Gray Partridge
5
Sage-Grouse
213
Wild Turkey
69
Bald Eagle - Adult
10
Immature
4
Northern Harrier
8
Red-Tailed Hawk
3
Ferruginous Hawk
1
Rough-legged Hawk 51
Golden Eagle - Adult 14
Immature
1
Prairie Falcon
1
Merlin
2

Wilson's Snipe
1
Ring-billed Gull
1
Rock Pigeon
7
Eurasian Collared-Dove 37
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1
Great Horned Owl
15
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1
Hairy Woodpecker
3
Downy Woodpecker
2
Red-shafted Flicker
6
Northern Shrike
3
Clark's Nutcracker
3
Black-billed Magpie 202
American Crow
1
Common Raven
35
Horned Lark
153
Black-capped Chickadee 3
Mountain Chickadee
2
White-breasted Nuthatch 2
American Dipper
2
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American Tree Sparrow
Song Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
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Slate-colored
Red-winged Blackbird
Western Meadowlark
House Finch
American Goldfinch
Evening Grosbeak
House Sparrow

10
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7
2
31
8
8
5
98
CW
54
22
CW
81
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1773

GET ON-LINE
Murie has created a Facebook page. Feel free to drop a line, show us a photo,
and check in on upcoming events (Murie Audubon Society). Also on
Facebook, check out WyoBirds. Zach Hutchinson created this page last year,
and membership is over 170 members! Members post excellent photos and chip in
identification suggestions. There is also a Wyoming Bird Listserve. This Listserve
directs information directly to your inbox.

MURIE AUDUBON PROGRAM PRESENTS

Casper native McKenna Paulley is a recent graduate from Palm Beach Atlantic University in West Palm
Beach, Florida. In May 2017, she received her Bachelor of Science in Biology with a concentration in
Zoology and was acknowledged as the Outstanding
Graduate of the Biology Department. Following her
graduation, she had the opportunity to travel to the
Galapagos Islands, where she was able to experience the
diverse flora and fauna the islands have to offer. While
exploring the islands, she was able to capture several
stunning photographs, one of which won the Galapagos
Conservation Trust's annual photography contest. One day,
she hopes to return to the islands that provided her with
such an unbelievable experience.
McKenna will share her experiences of her trip at our February 9 program at 7 pm at the Oil & Gas
Conservation Commission Building at 2211 King Blvd. for this program. As always, the program is free
and open to the public!
Photos by McKenna Paulley

TOO TOUGH TO CALL OR TOO TOUGH UNTIL CALL?

Zach Hutchinson
Recently, an owl (center) in the Big Horn Basin has caused some conversations about screech-owls in
Wyoming. A difficult separation, Eastern Screech-Owls (EASO) and Western Screech-Owls (WESO) are
two of the many species whose ranges are draw near in Wyoming. Because of the similar appearances,
range proximity, and often lack of experience with both owls, many birders struggle with separating the
two. One of the most reliable methods is the voice, however, an inexperienced birder can still easily
confuse the two birds! Or worse, what if the bird doesn’t vocalize at all?
Fret no more! I’m here to provide some tips and let you ID the middle bird on your own! Following the
pictures, look at my thoughts on the unknown bird!
Bill: EASO typically have a pale bill. It often can have a yellow or greenish hue to it. WESO typically
have a black or dark bill. Some ssp can have a pale-ish bill, but these usually occur further north and
west of Wyoming.
Range: EASO are found from the Big Horn Basin to the SD/NE border. WESO records east of the
Wind River range have yet to be substantiated, so we can safely assume that it is likely their range is
from the Wind Rivers to the UT/ID border. A better way to describe their ranges might be to say, EASO
typically east of the Continental Divide and WESO typically west of the Continental Divide.
Habitat: EASO is more likely to be found in riparian woodland dominated by Plains Cottonwood,
especially in the eastern portion of the state. WESO in Wyoming tends to be found in areas dominated
by Quaking Aspen.
Ventral Feathers: EASO and WESO both have vertical streaks with horizontal bars extending off the
streaks. On WESO, the barring is more dense and more perpendicular. On EASO, the barring turns
anteriorly (towards the head), giving an anchor appearance to the feathers. In addition, WESO typically
have more than 4 bars per feather while the EASO has 4 or less.
EAS

Photo by David Williss

Unkno

Photo by Tina Toth

WES

Photo by Zach Hutchinson

My thoughts: This bird shows a pale bill, anchor-shaped barring, and low density of barring. My thought
is this is an EASO, which is what would be expected in the Big Horn Basin. I hope you enjoyed this little
challenge! If you disagree, email me at zhutchinson@audubon.org and tell me why!

Announcement
rockies.audubon.org
In 2018, we mark the centennial of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the most powerful and important
bird-protection law ever passed. In honor of this milestone, nature lovers around the world are joining
forces to celebrate the “Year of the Bird” and commit to protecting birds today and for the next
hundred years. In our region, Audubon Rockies is celebrating by challenging the birders across
Colorado & Wyoming to do what they do best, watch birds.
Audubon Rockies will be offering two prizes to the top eBird users in Colorado and Wyoming for the
categories “Species” and “Checklists.” Read the rules below to participate! To learn more about bird
conservation in our region, visit rockies.audubon.org.

Prizes
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

Prizes can include, but are not limited to:
Hamburger grazed on Audubon Certified Bird Friendly Land - https://goo.gl/bC6Ydq
Gifts from our Habitat Hero program - https://goo.gl/Ny4k63
Copies of Rockie’s Sagebrush Adventures - https://goo.gl/fgocUS
MORE prizes will be announced as the challenge progresses!

Register (FREE)
Wyoming Registration: https://goo.gl/forms/xqoCUTzSoJUCFnzQ2
Rules
1. Only birds/checklists entered through an eBird account with checklist dates
between 01/01/2018 and 12/31/18 will count towards totals.
2. Participants must register with Audubon Rockies by June 15th, 2018. Contact
Zach Hutchinson at zhutchinson@audubon.org with a name and email address
to register.
3. All birds/checklists must be entered into eBird by January 7th, 2019. All
checklists must be “complete” as per eBird’s FAQ’s.
4. Rare birds must have documentation provided for local eBird Reviewers.
Audubon Rockies will consult with local reviewers on rare birds.
5. In the result of a tie, a coin flip will decide the category winner.
6. Top "Species" and top "Checklist" winners cannot be the same individual.
Second place "Checklist" participant will be selected in the event of same
individual finishing in top place for both categories.
7. Individuals can only claim one prize from either Colorado or Wyoming.
8. This challenge is not sponsored, endorsed, or in connection with eBird's
monthly/annual challenges.
9. Prizes & awards are subject to change.
10.
Audubon Rockies has final decision on all Audubon Rockies Birding, and
awards.

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS UPDATE

Harry Martin
In case you have not heard, I have accepted the position of ‘Membership Records’ that was held by
Bruce Walgren. Bruce has passed the torch to me and I am now tendering the records along with Jan
Whitney. I have to say, this is no easy task. Bruce has been doing this for a number of years along with
many other duties like Program Chair, bird rescue, other staff positions, and many other activities I’m
sure we have yet to hear about. Bruce has done a wonderful job at maintaining the records and he
deserves a shout-out for providing such outstanding service. Thanks Bruce and well done!
So, now I’m in the hot seat for maintaining the data. Part of the job is to keep our records in sync with
National Audubon records, which means downloading any updates or changes from National and
making appropriate updates to Murie’s database. Therefore, if you discover an error with your
newsletter expiration date or mailing address, I need to hear about it as soon as possible. If you have
moved and need to correct your mailing address, I need to hear about it even sooner. The newsletter
has a Murie ‘Friend’ application form that can be used to forward changes to mailing address as well as
other contact information and to renew if you like. You may also call me (307-258-1255), but I urge you
to use the membership form so that changes or updates get to me in writing. The address is on the
form.
One last thing. We get a handful of newsletters back from the U.S. Post Office each month. These
newsletters are sent to members who tend to move around. The Post Office tells me it is because of
incorrect forwarding mail addresses. If the address is even slightly off (Eyes not dotted and Tees not
crossed) the newsletter will not be forwarded. This tells me that the computer that generates the yellow
mailing labels is nowhere close to AI (Artificially Intelligent). It cannot tell the difference between N. 2nd
Street and North 2nd Street. This is a problem. Let me say this a different way...If you give the Post
Office a forwarding mailing address that does not EXACTLY match what they compare it to in their
address database, it will be rejected. A human can figure it out, but not their dumb computer, go figure.
The forwarding address must be 100% accurate, it cannot be void of any specific information, else the
newsletter will not go through. If this happens, I will put a hold on your newsletter until I get a correct
update from you. Sorry, it is the Post Office rules, not mine.
Thanks for taking the time to read this. -Harry

Get ready to find the best
places for bird-watching!
This fun App divides WY into six
regional birding sites. Each site
outlines the best seasons to bird,
possible species present, and
other helpful information.
Use the App to bird by region or by season!

Download FREE App @:

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS UPDATE
HELP SUPPORT MURIE AUDUBOND SOCIETY CHAPTER
BECOME A ‘FRIEND’ OF MURIE AUDUBON
The annual cost of being an individual or family ‘Friend’ is a donation of $10 or more.
Benefits include:
* Free monthly programs * Field trips * Monthly subscription to Plains and Peaks newsletter
Your generous donations support:
* MurieAudubon.org - our website * Local conservation efforts * Local Environmental Education
* WYOBIRDS email list server * Audubon Adventures * Annual Banquet
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ All of your funds are used locally here in Wyoming ~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Today’s Date: ________________________
r $10 One Year __________________________________________________________________
r Audubon Adventures ($46.65 per classroom)__________________________________________
r Other (Please Designate) $________________________________________________________
Total $________________
Please check one: ☐ New Member

☐Change

☐ Correction

☐ Update

☐ Renewal

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ____________
Phone: ______________________________________________(Not shared with anyone – honest!)
Email: _________________________________________________(Again, not shared with anyone)
Please check:
r I want the Plains & Peaks newsletter delivered to the above address.
r I want to save a tree and postage. DO NOT SEND ME SNAIL MAIL! I will download a digital
copy of the Plains & Peaks Newsletter from http://MurieAudubon.org ☺
Please make checks payable to:
Murie Audubon Society
PO Box 2112
Casper, WY 82602
Thank you for your support!

MAS CHAPTER OFFICERS
PRESIDENT—Zach Hutchinson (267-7560)
zhutchinson@audubon.org
VICE-PRESIDENT—Jenny Edwards (307-259-9956)
jenny5526@myncsd.org
RECORDING SECRETARY—Kim Grant,
kimgrant5000@gmail.com
TREASURER—Stacey Scott (262-0055),
hustace@gmail.com
PROGRAM CHAIR—Bruce Walgren
CIRCULATION/MEMBERSHIP RECORDS—Jan Whitney
(237-7709), janw@tribcsp.com
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR—Harry Martin (258-1255),
harry@harrymartincartoons.com
EDUCATION CHAIR—
NEWSLETTER EDITOR—Jenny Edwards, (259-9956),
jenny5526@myncsd.org
WEBSITE—Rose-Mary King
(262-4861), kingchick3547@live.com
HOSPITALITY CHAIR—Kathy Knapp (259-2165),
KathyaKnapp@hotmail.com; Nancy Stichert (265-0144),
nstichert@teglerinsurance.com
PUBLICITY CHAIR—Jenny Edwards,
jenny5526@myncsd.org
FIELD TRIP CHAIR—Sarah Baird, sbaird75@yahoo.com
BANQUET CHAIR—VACANT
EMERITUS—Bart Rea (234-6282), bdrea@tribscp.com
PAST PRESIDENT—Chris Michelson (234-8726),
michelsonce@aol.com

AUDUBON ROCKIES - REGIONAL OFFICE OF
NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
Regional Office: 106 N. College Ave., Suite 1, Fort Collins, CO
80524. Phone: 970-416-6931 (Contact number for staff)
Regional Community Naturalists, 410 McKean Rd., Moorcroft
WY 82721, Phone: 307-756-3149.
Dusty Downey—Cell: 504-453-4124, ddowney@audubon.org,
Jacelyn Downey—Cell: 504-453-4139, jdowney@audubon.org;
Casper Community Naturalist—Zach Hutchinson
—Cell: 307-267-7560; zhutchinson@audubon.org
Allison Holloran - Executive Director of Audubon Rockies
Region, aholloran@audubon.org
John Kloster-Prew, Development Director
Daly Edmunds, Regional Policy Coordinator
Abby Burk, WRAN Coordinator Jamie Weiss, Habitat Heroes
Coordinator
Mandi Casolo, Office Assistant
Audubon Rockies website - http://www.rockies.audubon.org
Facebook under Audubon Rockies

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Term Expires 2018
Bob Yonts, (473-3045), bbyonts@juno.com, Rose-Mary
King, Chris Michelson (234-8726), michelsonce@aol.com
Term Expires 2019
Jenny Edwards, jennny5526@myncsd.org
Tiffany Leary
Luis Alza
Kelly Keenan
Harry Martin
Sarah Baird

MAS VISION STATEMENT
The vision of Murie Audubon Society is to instill
a passion for nature in present and future
generations through awareness, enjoyment,
understanding, appreciation, conservation, and
advocacy.

MAS MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Murie Audubon Society is to
promote the conservation of birds and other
wildlife through education and enhancement
of natural habitats, understanding,
appreciation, conservation, and advocacy.

NOTICE TO FRIENDS OF MURIE NEWSLETTER RECIPIENTS

The membership wizards have updated the mailing label process. If you think your P&P will expire and
you are not sure when, check your P&P Newsletter label. Your expiration date will show when your
subscription should expire. After that, your name gets flagged and the subscription stops until you
renew. You will receive only two more issues after your expiration date. If you feel this is in error,
please contact Harry Martin (307-258-1255) to make any corrections. Thanks! Please Note: There is a
computer involved with maintaining membership records and so if there are any errors, I am most
likely to blame because computers don’t make mistakes (so I am told). ☺

Murie Audubon Society
P.O. Box 2112
Casper, WY 80602
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

NON-PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT 165
CASPER, WY 82602

