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MURIE’S NOVEMEBER PROGRAM FEATURES

BIRD BINGO
Join us, for a night of light-hearted fun and a chance
to practice some new birds. Bird Bingo puts a new
spin and educational insights on birds. You’ll be
excited to see some of your favorites, but also
included, but you may possibly walk on the wild side,
with weird and exotic species as well. This
experience is sure to be fun for all ages! The event
will be held at our regular location, the Oil and Gas
Conservation Commission Building, 2211 King
Blvd. at 7pm.
	
  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

November
11
November
14
December
17

January 1
Upcoming
	
  

Board Meeting 6pm
Bird Bingo, 7p,
Newsletter Deadline (send articles
to jenny5526@myncsd.org)
Christmas Bird Count
7:00 am at King’s Corner
112 S. Beech
Potluck at 5:00 pm
Bate’s Hole CBC
February Annual Fundraising
Banquet
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S FIELD
NOTES	
  
Happy November Murie Audubon Members
and Friends!
This President’s Note
will be very short, as I
have been traveling
much the past month!
I will write about the
travels in a future
newsletter. For the
November meeting,
note that we will have
a family friendly
activity, Bird Bingo!
There may even be a prize or two! Also, there
will be no December meeting, but join us for
the Casper Christmas Bird Count! Details can
be found in this newsletter or our website:
murieaudubon.org.
For those of you who do not know, the
Mission of Murie Audubon Society is to
promote the conservation birds and other
wildlife through education and enhancements
of natural habitats, understanding,
appreciation, conservation and advocacy. The
Vision of Murie Audubon Society is to instill a
passion for nature in present and future
generations through awareness, enjoyment,
understanding, appreciation, conservation and
advocacy. If you have ways to ensure we can
accomplish these things, email me at
zhutchinson@audubon.org.
Zach
MAS President

KIDS’ CORNER

Owls, eagles, hawks, falcons, kites, and
ospreys are raptors, or birds of prey. “Prey” is
another word for an animal that is hunted for
food. The word “raptor” is based on an old
word that means, “to seize and carry away.”
And that’s exactly what raptors do! They use
powerful, curved claws called talons to catch
their prey and carry it away. Then they tear

into the meal with their sharp, hooked beaks.
Bald eagles and ospreys feed mainly on fish.
Peregrine falcons catch birds. Tiny American
kestrels nab insects, lizards, small snakes, and
mice. Big golden eagles carry off jackrabbits,
prairie dogs, and other medium-sized
mammal prey. These are raptors that hunt by
day.
At night, owls take over. Their huge eyes
gather every speck of light. Round, feathered
areas on their faces work like radar dishes to
channel sounds to their ears. Soft feathers on
their wings’ edges muffle the sound as they
fly. Owl prey ranges from insects, lizards,
snakes, and frogs to mice, rats, and rabbits.
Great horned owls even eat skunks!
Raptors that hunt by day often travel by
hitching a ride on currents of air called

thermals. A thermal forms when the sun heats
up the ground in the morning. Air near the
ground heats up, too, and rises. A raptor can
spread its wings and float upwards on this air,
soaring effortlessly in circles. It can travel for
miles by riding one thermal after another,
hardly ever flapping a wing!
From:	
  Audubon Adventures: Raptors! The Birds of
Prey, October 2016.

	
  
	
  

CELEBRATING NATIONAL
WILDLIFE REFUGES
Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife Refuge,
Montana
Red Rocks Lake National Wildlife Refuge (located in)
southern Montana stands out as truly exceptional
(refuge). Located just 30 miles west of Yellowstone
National Park, the 45,000-acre refuge is jawdroppingly gorgeous: Bounded by 10,000-foot-high
peaks of the Centennial Mountains, it consists of a
rich tapestry of marshes, lakes, grasslands, sand
dunes, and forest. That prime habitat is home to
much of the same wildlife as nearby Yellowstone—
wolves, bears, elk, river otters, and more than 200
bird species, including Western Tanagers, 15 raptor
types, and numerous waterfowl—with the benefit of
much smaller crowds.

COMMUNITY NATURALIST UPDATE
Are you up early on Thursday mornings?
Then catch the Casper Community Naturalist
on Good Morning Wyoming on KTWO
between 6:00 and 6:45 AM every Thursday!
Look for an upcoming story on my recent
travels!
In the 2015/2016 school year, the Casper
Community Naturalist had 5,400 direct
contacts. Of those, 4,560 were students. We
worked with Pre-K to college-aged students.
It was quite the year!
If you have ideas for programs, know a
teacher who would like to schedule some
programming, or just want more information,
email me at zhutchinson@audubon.org.
WHAT’S NEW IN AVIAN SCIENCE?
Study demonstrates seasonality of bird migration
in response to environmental cues

Trumpeter Swans in Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife
Refuge, Montana. Photo: Erin Clark/USFWS

The refuge was created in 1935 to protect the last
known stronghold of Trumpeter Swans, which were
facing extinction, with only 70 birds left. Today,
hundreds of these avian jumbo jets (their wingspans
stretch eight feet and they can top 30 pounds) live in
the refuge year-round. In summer, the splendid white
birds are easy to spot on their water-dwelling nests,
built atop muskrat houses or on wide beds they make
from uprooted marsh plants. I’ve never visited in
winter before, but apparently some 4,000 additional
Trumpeters from Canada descend upon the greater
region.
From:
Audubon, October 2016
—Alisa Opar, Articles Editor
http://www.audubon.org/news/seven-great-national-wildliferefuges-everyone-should-visit

A University of Oklahoma study demonstrates for the
first time that remote sensing data from weather
surveillance radar and on-the-ground data from the
eBird citizen science database both yield robust
indices of migration timing, also known as migration
phenology. These indices can now be used to address
the critical gap in our knowledge regarding the cues
that migrants use for fine-tuning their migration
timing in response to climate.
"These scientists combined citizen science
observations with data from radar, satellites and
weather predictions to understand the cues birds use
in their migrations across continents," said Liz Blood,
program director in the National Science
Foundation's Division of Environmental Biology,
which funded the research through NSF's
MacroSystems Biology Program. "The results show
that birds migrate in time with warming temperatures
in spring and with seasonal changes in the surface of
the land, like the leafing-out of trees."
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Seasonality of bird migration is shifting in response to
climate change and, as a result, birds are arriving at
their northern breeding grounds earlier in the spring.
The OU study conducted in the eastern United States
uses two novel data sources, weather surveillance
radar and eBird citizen science data, to build indices
of bird migration timing. These indices are innovative
and reflect timing of migration of millions of birds of
many species over large regions, expanding on more
traditional measures of migration timing based on a
few individuals of a particular species.

OU researchers compared these new measures of
migration with environmental cues that are thought to
be used by birds to adjust migration timing. They
found that temperature is likely to be useful to
migrants in making adjustments in timing in route;
however, they dispute the notion that a commonly
used index of vegetation greenness is a useful cue for
migration timing in the study region.
OU Professors Jeffrey F. Kelly, Todd Fagin and Eli S.
Bridge, Oklahoma Biological Survey, and graduate
student Kyle G. Horton, Department of Biology, OU
College of Arts and Sciences; in collaboration with
OU Professors Phillip B. Chilson, School of
Meteorology, and Kirsten de Beurs, Department of
Geography and Environmental Sustainability, OU
College of Atmospheric and Geographic Sciences;
and Phillip M. Stepanian, formerly with the Advanced
Radar Research Center, worked together to
demonstrate how migration timing relates to land
surface phenology and temperature changes.
"Understanding which environmental cues link
migration timing to patterns of global change is key to

PLAINS & PEAKS
forecasting future responses of migration systems,"
said Kelly. "Novel data sources from the weather
surveillance radar network and the eBird citizen
science database enable development of a migration
phenology index that can be used to answer this
question in future studies."
Accessed From: Science Daily
University of Oklahoma. (2016, September 6). Study
demonstrates seasonality of bird migration in response to
environmental cues. ScienceDaily. Retrieved October 22, 2016
from
www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/09/160906131436.ht
m

BIRD NOTES
Unfortunately, there are no bird
notes this month, however, there
are many options for you to share
your bird sightings electronically.
First of all, Murie has created a Facebook
page. Feel free to drop a line, show us a
photo, and check in on upcoming events
(Murie Audubon Society). Also on
Facebook, check out WyoBirds. Zach
Hutchinson created this page last year, and
membership over 170 members! Members
post excellent photos and chip in
identification suggestions. There is also a
Wyoming Bird Listserve. This Listserve
directs information directly to your inbox.
Here’s the link to get signed up!
Wyoming
WYOBIRDS -- Statewide list
http://home.ease.lsoft.com/archives/wyobirds.html

HISTORY OF THE CHRISTMAS
BIRD COUNT

How the count started, and how the data is
used today
Prior to the turn of the 20th century, hunters
engaged in a holiday tradition known as the
Christmas "Side Hunt." They would choose sides
and go afield with their guns—whoever brought
in the biggest pile of feathered (and furred) quarry
won.
Conservation was in its beginning stages in that
era, and many observers and scientists were
becoming concerned about declining bird
populations. Beginning on Christmas Day 1900,
ornithologist Frank M. Chapman, an early officer
in the then-nascent Audubon Society, proposed a
new holiday tradition—a "Christmas Bird
Census" that would count birds during the
holidays rather than hunt them.
So began the Christmas Bird Count. Thanks to
the inspiration of Chapman and the enthusiasm of
27 dedicated birders, 25 Christmas Bird Counts
were held that day. The locations ranged from
Toronto, Ontario to Pacific Grove, California
with most counts in or near the population
centers of northeastern North America. Those
original 27 Christmas Bird Counters tallied
around 90 species on all the counts combined.
CBC in the Modern Era
Each November, birders interesting in
participating in the CBC can sign up and join in
through the Audubon website. From December
14 through January 5 each year tens of thousands
of volunteers throughout the Americas brave
snow, wind, or rain, and take part in the effort.
Audubon and other organizations use data
collected in this long-running wildlife census to
assess the health of bird populations, and to help
guide conservation action.
How the Christmas Bird Count Helps Protect
Species and Their Habitat
The data collected by observers over the past
century allow Audubon researchers, conservation
biologists, wildlife agencies and other interested
individuals to study the long-term health and
status of bird populations across North America.
When combined with other surveys such as the
Breeding Bird Survey, it provides a picture of how
the continent's bird populations have changed in

time and space over the past hundred years. The
long-term perspective is vital for conservationists.
It informs strategies to protect birds and their
habitat, and helps identify environmental issues
with implications for people as well.
What conservationists have learned through
Christmas Bird Count data?
• Audubon’s 2014 Climate Change Report is a
comprehensive, first-of-its kind study that
predicts how climate change could affect the
ranges of 588 North American birds. Of the 588
North American bird species Audubon studied,
more than half are likely to be in trouble. Our
models indicate that 314 species will lose more
than 50 percent of their current climatic range by
2080.
• The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
has included Audubon's climate change work
from CBC data as one of 26 indicators of climate
change in their 2012 report.
• In 2009 CBC data were instrumental in the
collaborative report by the North American Bird
Conservation Initiative, U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service - State of the Birds 2009.
• In 2007, CBC data were instrumental in the
development of Audubon’s Common Birds in
Decline Report, which revealed that some of
America's most beloved and familiar birds have
taken a nosedive over the past forty years.
Access from: Audubon Christmas Bird Count
http://www.audubon.org/conservation/science/christmasbird-count

PARTICIPATE IN MURIE’S
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

Murie has had a long tradition of hosting its own
Christmas bird count on December 17th. Those
interested will meet at King’s Church on the
corner of First and Beech. Maps, carpooling, and
counters will be divided and will travel through
Casper and surrounding areas documenting birds.
At 5 pm, again at King’s Church, a potluck dinner
will be served, data will be compiled, and general
merriment will be enjoyed. Please contact Stacey
Scott at 262-0055, if interested in joining. There
will also be a second CBC at Bates Hole on
January 1st.

HELP SUPPORT MURIE AUDUBON SOCIETY
BECOME A ‘FRIEND’
The annual cost of being an individual or family ‘friend’ will be a donation of $10 or more. Benefits
include: Free monthly programs, free field trips, and a monthly subscription to Plains and Peaks
newsletter. All funds are used locally. Check all that apply.
r $10 One Year
r Audubon Adventures (46.65 per classroom)
r Other (Designate) $ ______________
r WyoBirds ListServe (Amount of your Choosing) $___________
Total $ ___________
Name
Address:

City

St.

Zip

Email Address:
Please Make Checks Payable to MURIE AUDUBON SOCIETY, PO Box 2112, Casper,
WY 82602

	
  

	
  
	
  
MAS CHAPTER OFFICERS
PRESIDENT—Zach Hutchinson (267-7560)
zhutchinson@audubon.org
VICE-PRESIDENT—Bruce Walgren (234-7455),
bruce_walgren@bresnan.net
RECORDING SECRETARY—Kim Grant,
kimgrant5000@gmail.com
TREASURER—Stacey Scott (262-0055),
hustace@gmail.com
PROGRAM CHAIR—Bruce Walgren
CIRCULATION/MEMBERSHIP RECORDS—Jan Whitney
(237-7709), janw@tribcsp.com
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR—Harry Martin (258-1255),
harry@harrymartincartoons.com
EDUCATION CHAIR—Hazel Scharosch, (234-8479),
schazel@hotmail.com
NEWSLETTER EDITOR—Jenny Edwards, (259-9956),
jenny5526@myncsd.org
WEBSITE—Rose-Mary King
(262-4861), kingchick3547@live.com
HOSPITALITY CHAIR—Kathy Knapp (259-2165),
KathyaKnapp@hotmail.com; Nancy Stichert (265-0144),
nstichert@teglerinsurance.com
PUBLICITY CHAIR—Jenny Edwards,
jenny5526@myncsd.org
FIELD TRIP CHAIR—Sarah Baird, sbaird75@yahoo.com
BANQUET CHAIR—VACANT
EMERITUS—Bart Rea (234-6282), bdrea@tribscp.com
PAST PRESIDENT—Chris Michelson (234-8726),
michelsonce@aol.com

AUDUBON ROCKIES - REGIONAL OFFICE OF
NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
Regional Office: 106 N. College Ave., Suite 1, Fort Collins, CO
80524. Phone: 970-416-6931 (Contact number for staff)
Regional Community Naturalists, 410 McKean Rd., Moorcroft
WY
82721, Phone: 307-756-3149. Dusty Downey—Cell: 504-4534124, ddowney@audubon.org, Jacelyn Downey—Cell: 504453-4139, jdowney@audubon.org;
Casper Community Naturalist—OPEN
STAFF
Allison Holloran - Executive Director of Audubon Rockies
Region, aholloran@audubon.org
John Kloster-Prew, Development Director
Daly Edmunds, Regional Policy Coordinator
Abby Burk, WRAN Coordinator Jamie Weiss, Habitat Heroes
Coordinator
Sandy McIntyre, Office Assistant
Lynn Tennefoss, Vice President, State Programs and Chapter
Services, ltennefoss@audubon.org
Audubon Rockies website - http://www.rockies.audubon.org
Facebook under Audubon Rockies

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Term Expires 2017
Hayley Lanier, hlanier@uwyo.edu; Jenny Edwards, jenny5526@myancsd.org; Larry Keffer,
keffer2005@yhoo.com; Donna Walgren (234-7455),
piranga@bresnan.net
Term Expires 2018
Bob Yonts, (473-3045), bbyonts@juno.com,, Rose-Mary
King, Chris Michelson (234-8726), michelsonce@aol.com

MAS VISION STATEMENT
The vision on Murie Audubon Society is to

instill a passion for nature in present and
future generations through awareness,
enjoyment, understanding, appreciation,
conservation, and advocacy.

MAS MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Murie Audubon Society is to
promote the conservation of birds and
other wildlife through education and
enhancement of natural habitats,
understanding, appreciation, conservation,
and advocacy.

NOTICE TO FRIEND OF MURIE NEWSLETTER
RECIPIENTS

Those who have not paid in one year or more should see “Expired” and a date of
Expiration on your mailing label, probably on the same line as your name. You will only
receive one more (December) newsletter after this one. If you feel this is in error,
please contact Bruce Walgren (234-7455) to work out the details.

8
	
  

Murie Audubon Society
P.O. Box 2112
Casper, WY 80602
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

PLAINS & PEAKS

NON-PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT 165
CASPER, WY 82602

