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AUDUBON ROCKIES UPDATE

A

lison Holloran, Executive Director or Audubon
Rockies, will be our guest speaker at the May
meeting. Some of you may remember Alison’s
first presentation on Greater Sage-Grouse of southwestern Wyoming while she was still a graduate student at the University of Wyoming. Since that time
she has worked in various roles with Audubon until she
became Executive Director and Vice-President a little
over a year ago.
Alison will present an overview of Audubon Rockies Strategic Plan, and closer to home, the
ongoing habitat improvement project at Pathfinder National Refuge (Steamboat Lake) southwest
CALENDAR
MAY 8—GENERAL MTG. & ELEC
TION OF OFFICERS
MAY 9—FIELD TRIP—PG.5
MAY 9—GLOBAL BIG DAY—PG.8
MAY 13—INTERNATIONAL MI
GRATORY BIRD DAY—
EKWSP—PG.3
JUNE 13-14—BIOBLITZ—PG.3
AUG. 17—DEADLINE FOR SEPTEMBER ARTICLES
SEPT. 10-14—YAMPA VALLEY
CRANE FESTIVAL—PG.7
SAVE TREES—Get your newsletter
at murieaudubon.org! Contact RoseMary at kingchick3547@live.com or
262-4861.
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of Casper. Other topics of interest will include the Habitat Hero program, the recently
hired Community Naturalist for Casper, and a
discussion of working with partnerships, what
resonates with Murie Audubon members as a
chapter.
The meeting will be on Friday, May 8,
2015, at 7 pm at the Oil & Gas Conservation
Commission Building at 2211 King Blvd. As always, the program is free and open to the
public!
PROGRAM CHAIR—Bruce Walgren

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

M

igration is starting to get under
way but has been slowed by some
stormy weather. Waterfowl migration is well started. Most duck species
have been reported and like wise the
grebes. I saw a Clark's grebe recently. Only
the red-necked grebe has not been reported
so far. Passerines are rather behind. Common and Great-tailed Grackles have arrived
along with Western Meadowlark, Mountain
Bluebird and Red-winged Blackbird. A few
sporadic reports of other species but nothing
consistent so far. Swainson's Hawk and Turkey Vulture are also back along with American
Kestrel. I have noted flocks of swallows but
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the light has been so bad that identification
has been impossible.
This will be my last article to you since my
term as president is up in July. The organization is secure since you were very generous in
donations and supported the annual banquet
so well. There will be several new board members for next year along with a new president. Hopefully, you will continue your generous support. Since it appears that spring has
arrived I hope everyone will make it a point to
get out and enjoy the migration as it occurs.
PRESIDENT—Chris Michelson

AUDUBON ROCKIES NEWEST TEAM
MEMBER, ZACH HUTCHINSON

A

udubon Rockies is very pleased to announce that our newest educator,
Zach Hutchinson, came on board as a
Community Naturalist this April. Zach’s passion and experience set him apart from a
field of more than 20 educators from around
the country. He is a motivated self-starter
who has already started planning International Bird Day Activities in Pinedale and Casper,
and has been a go-to-team-member for conservation education around the state.
Zach graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Zoology from Northwest Missouri
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State University. He has worked as a
Kayaking Naturalist on Galveston Island in
Texas and a Conservation Educator with alligators. Before joining Audubon in 2015, Zach
was the Education Director at the Science
Zone. Zach serves on the board of directors
for multiple local organizations, including the
Platte River Trail Trust and the Murie Audubon Society. It is his current mission in life
to reconnect himself and others, especially
youth, to the parts of us innately attuned to
nature and wilderness. Please welcome Zach
to our Audubon Family. You can email him
at zhutchinson@audubon.org or call 2677560.
Dusty Downey

AUDUBON ROCKIES OUTREACH

I

will try to do an article each month for
the newsletter on a simple summary of
some of the great outreach that is taking place in and around our community. I will
also, at times, write on a topic of interest or
exciting new things in the bird world. This
newsletter will focus on some of the activities going on in May.
I will be conducting, with help, an International Migratory Bird Day at Edness
Kimball Wilkins State Park on May 13 th. It will
be held for several classes of local elemen-
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tary school students. We will have several
stations set up with bird related activities to
keep the kids moving and learning. It should
be a great time. Anybody interested in helping can email me at zhutchinson@audubon.org.

ANNUAL BIOBLITZ JUNE 13-14

T

his summer, Audubon Rockies, The Biodiversity Institute and The Nature
Conservancy will be organizing our
th
6 annual BioBlitz on June 13-14th at The
Heart Mountain Ranch near beautiful Cody,
Wyoming. Our “Bio Blitz” a 24-hour event in
which teams of scientists, teachers, volunteers, environmental educators, and community members join forces to find, identify, and
learn about as many local plant, insect and animal species as possible. This program will enable citizens to learn and to participate
in hands on research in a variety of ecosystems while working closely with scientists and
researchers who are at the top of their respective fields.
Audubon would also like to invite teachers from around the state. We feel the BioBlitz can be used as a pathway to improving
science education through teachers' experiences in scientific inquiry. The data collected
will then be translated by our Community
Naturalists during a forum on the last day
which will help the teachers bring the collected information into the classroom and dictate
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it in a way that is best absorbed by their students.
We believe this project represents
the leading edge of scientific inquiry and investigation, and we are excited to have educators as an integral part of the science
team. Two PTSB Credits are available.
There will also be a chapter get together and forum on Friday evening. Come
and meet Audubon folks from around the Central Flyway. A pot luck dinner will be hosted
by the Meadowlark Audubon Society in Cody.
For
more
information,
go
to rockies.audubon.org, or contact Dusty
Downey at 307-756-3941 or via email
at ddowney@audubon.org.

not in large numbers yet. The Turkey Vultures have arrived, and Sandhill Cranes are
moving northward. We have also had several
reports of Bald Eagles on nests feeding
young. Out on the prairie, sage grouse are
strutting. (Note: Ruth Salvatore shared a
couple photos from Ucross.)

BIRD NOTES

S

pring Migration Season is in progress;
robins and meadowlarks are very vocal,
as are the Red-winged Blackbirds,
flickers are letting themselves be known by
their hammering. Here in the Casper area,
the weather has not exactly been “springlike”, tho that varies from day to day – one
day is warm and sunny, the next day is snowing. At the time of this writing, waterfowl,
gulls, bluebirds, and Sage Thrashers are now
being seen, and Mourning Doves are back, tho

There haven’t been a lot of reports of
sparrows yet (Lonnie Frimann had a couple
Harris’s in Scottsbluff), but by the time you
read this, warblers should be showing up and
bird activity will be in full swing. There weren’t many reports of Snowy Owls this winter,
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but the March Yard Bird Project did have one
in eastern Nebraska.
Yard Bird Project Report: For the month of
March, we received 33 reports of 28 species
from 19 locations in 5 states plus Yukon Territory.
Casper, WY: Bart Rea – Mallard, Frank
Odasz – Downy Woodpecker, Bruce Walgren –
Western Meadowlark, Ed Reish – Northern
Flicker, Ann Hines – Pine Siskin, Casper College Greenhouse – House Finch, Barbara Reish
– Northern Flicker, Chris Michelson – Pygmy
Nuthatch, Rose-Mary King – Red-winged
Blackbird; Mills, WY: Bruce Walgren – Blackcapped Chickadee; Douglas, WY: Billie Snell
– Cassin’s Finch; Dubois, WY: Anna Moscicki
– Dusky Grouse, Michael Kenney – Spotted
Towhee; Evansville, WY: Donna Walgren –
Bufflehead; Gillette, WY: Verna Hays –
Hairy Woodpecker; Glenrock, WY: Magnus
Trembath – Killdeer, Cam Trembath – Sandhill
Crane, Andrea Trembath – Dark-eyed Junco;
Goldeneye Reservoir, WY: Donna Walgren –
Canvasback; Pacific Creek, WY: Helen Bishop – American Goldfinch, Dave Bishop – Mountain Bluebird; Riverton, WY: Bob Hargis –
Pine Siskin, Suzanne Hargis – Hairy Woodpecker; Ucross, WY:
Ruth Salvatore –
Sandhill Crane; Glendale, AZ:
Judy
Timperley Mathias – Common Raven; Bellevue,
NE: Clem Klaphake – Snowy Owl; Gering, NE:
Alice Kenitz – Cassin’s Finch; Scottsblulff,
NE: Lonnie Frimann – Eastern Screech-Owl ;
Myrtle Beach, SC: Richard Rosche – Yellowthroated Warbler, Dorothy Rosche – Baltimore Oriole; Denali NP, AK: J.P. Cavigelli –
American Dipper; Fairbanks, AK: J.P. Cavigelli – Hoary Redpoll;
Whitehorse, YT:
Bruce Bennett – Common Redpoll.
Thanks to all who helped with the Yard
Bird Project in March!! I think we can say
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that Spring is here (tho that is never a certainty here in Wyoming), so take time to get
out and enjoy the outdoors!!!
Donna Walgren

O

MAY FIELD TRIP

n May 9th we will have a field trip to
Edness Kimball Wilkins State Park.
We will meet at the Centennial Shelter at the west end of the park at 8 AM. We
will be looking for Neotropical migrants
(warblers, vireos, grosbeaks, buntings, etc.)
that stopover in the park for food and shelter! All Murie Audubon field trips are free of
charge, but there is a small per vehicle
charge to enter the state park. For more information contact Zach Hutchinson at
zhutchinson@audubon.org.
There has been some discussion of organizing groups to go on group field trips to
non-Natrona county Wyoming bird “hotspots.”
If you have any interest in participating in
such trips, email Zach at the address listed
above and you will be placed on that email list.
Zach Hutchinson
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BIRDING IN MEXICO

I

n January I was fortunate enough to
take a trip to Mexico, the Yucatan Peninsula to be exact. It was my first trip to
Mexico, and the first time since I began birding that I would experience new birds exclusively (almost). If you remember the first
time you began to identify birds on your own,
the excitement, the thrill, the adrenaline,
this is how I felt upon learning I would get to
go.
I prepared for the trip hoping for even
the smallest opportunity to bird between activities. I bought several field guides to Mexico which are all quite dated. I studied for
about ten days prior to my departure. It was
like opening a Peterson or Sibley for the first
time all over again. It was like the first time
learning birds of the United States, but this
time I was armed with the knowledge of how
to ID birds and not just match pictures.
We arrived late to our resort my first
night, and trying to see anything was futile.
My level of excitement spurred me to set an
alarm to be up before sunrise. The morning
came full of the sounds of Great-tailed
Grackles cackling and Tropical Mockingbirds

mocking. Stepping outside was stepping into a
world of color compared to the gray and
white of Casper. Hooded orioles flew tree to
tree, Golden-fronted Woodpeckers drilled
holes in palms, and Yellow-throated Warblers
sat on the balconies of the rooms. This was
birding at its finest. The list of birds from
the trip sits near one hundred, and there is
not enough space in this newsletter to share
the memories that came with each species.
This was birding, this was what I remember
getting into five years ago, and this was why
we do what we do.
Zach Hutchinson

AUDUBON GROUPS

Y

ou have been invited to use this as a
forum for discussion on all things
Audubon in Wyoming and Colorado. We will be periodically posting information on our initiatives and upcoming events
and would love for folks to use this to get information out to others within our network of
the central flyway. So PLEASE POST! It can
be informational, such as what is happening
within our Western Rivers Action Network or
the Audubon Climate Change Initiative, it can
be educational such as speakers across the
centeral flyway, or it can be fun!
Cheers and happy posting!
Dusty Downey
https://works.audubon.org/groups/statechapter-group-audubon-rockies-chapters
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YAMPA VALLEY CRANE FESTIVAL

C

raving cranes? Come visit Steamboat
Springs and the beautiful Yampa Valley in Northwest Colorado for the 4 th
annual Yampa Valley Crane Festival- September 10-14, 2015. Witness hundreds of Greater Sandhill Cranes dancing and feeding in the
fields. Enjoy five event-filled days featuring
guided crane viewings, nature and bird walks,
expert speakers, films, a John Fielder photography exhibit, workshops, children’s activities, live raptors, ranch tours, a community
barbecue at The Nature Conservancy’s Carpenter Ranch, and more. Ted Floyd, editor of
Birding magazine, and Paul Tebbel, crane biologist and former director of Audubon’s Rowe
Sanctuary, will be two of the featured speakers. Please visit www.coloradocranes.org for
a complete festival schedule or our Facebook
page
https://www.facebook.com/
YampaValleyCraneFestival Questions? Email
coloradocranes@gmail.com
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THERE ARE CHANGES IN THE AIR

T

hought I would remind you of this, if
you didn’t already know.
I started my usual contacts for
Audubon Adventures (AA) in August when the
teachers were returning, first TRYING by
email and then phone. Somewhere during this
time, I received a phone call from Bonnie
Godfrey working from Conneticut on AA. She
said that AA was going to be sent electronically. I DID NOT understand the statement
and said, “That’s when I quit.” I submitted
the enrollment in early September. When
Bonnie received it, she called and said that I
did not have emails for all of the teachers.
This has been an on-going problem for me for
several years and I would see what I could do.
I worked on the list and sent her would I had.
She informed me that the prices would vary
according to what the teacher was receiving.
If there was no email address, the teachers
would receive last year’s publication. I didn’t
receive MY AA so I called again. There had
been a delay in sending them out.
Later that month at the monthly Murie
meeting, Stacey gave me a letter thanking
him for his work with AA!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
I sent out a survey by email to forty-
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five teachers receiving AA as to their preference, i.e., paper version they had been receiving them or electronic version. I received a
total of fifteen replies. The majority would
like to continue with the paper. I relayed this
information to Bonnie and Elaine O’Sullivan,
and the person in charge of AA. I told them
I truly believe that enrollment would decline
because the teacher would have to print copies for the students.
I sent a letter to both Bonnie and
Elaine with my many concerns. I had a very
nice and lengthy discussion with Elaine. I expressed that I had not received notification
about the change. She said that the only notice was by phone. She informed me that National is working on a five year plan for AA.
Jacelyn Downy is on that planning committee.
She also said that teachers would be polled on
their preference of publication. I do not
know whether this has been done, but Jacelyn
did ask me if I would be willing to answer surveys that were to be sent out. I agreed and I
think at least two other people in the district
have also been asked. It had nothing to do
with preference, but regards to future plans.
I sent notices by email and UPS to all
of the teachers in regards to their sponsors
for the year. Once again, I informed them of
the survey and would appreciate any feedback. I had twelve teachers that did not receive their AA. I THINK we have that problem solved.
I HOPE that is my final duty as Education Chair for Murie Chapter. For the most
part, it has been an enjoyable experience. I
have met MANY generous and beautiful people along the way. I FIRMLY BELIEVE IN
THE AA program. I have spent thirty plus
years with this program and feel at my age
that I need to pass the torch to someone
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else. Hazel Schorasch (after being elected
by the membership) will assume my position.
I am DELIGHTED that she has agreed to do
this. She is a teacher in the district and will
do a fantastic job.
The cost for Audubon Adventures is
“up in the air”. National hasn’t decided how
to send them to teachers this year.
Finally, once again thanks to ALL who
have sponsored a class(es) over the years.
Ann Hines

GLOBAL BIG DAY

N

ow that spring is finally back after
our brief foray back into winter, I
wanted to bring to everyone's attention the Global Big Day. Taking place on
May 9th of this year, the Global Big Day was
announced by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology,
with the goal of getting as many of the
world's bird species into eBird on May 9th as
possible
To find out more information about
this event, read more here:
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http://cowyebird.blogspot.com/2015/04/cornell-laboratory-of-ornithology-world.html
Good birding!
S h a w n
B il l e r m a n ,
P h D
C a n d i d a t e ,
C a r l i ng
Department Zoology and Physiology Program in Ecology, University of Wyoming.

L a b

ELECTIONS AT MAY MEETING
Nomination Slate for 2015-2016
Officers:
President: Zach Hutchinson
Vice-President: Bruce Walgren
Treasurer: Stacey Scott
Secretary: Kim Grant
Board of Directors (term expires 2017)
Hayley Lanier
Jenny Edwards
Larry Keffer
Chris Michelson
Donna Walgren

COME TO THE MEETING TO HEAR ALISON AND VOTE FOR
YOUR NEW OFFICERS!!!!

Have a great summer of birding
wherever the birds may lure you to
go!!!!!!
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HELP SUPPORT MURIE AUDUBON SOCIETY BY BECOMING A
“FRIEND OF MURIE AUDUBON”

The annual cost of being an individual or family ‘Friend’ will be a donation of $10 or more. Benefits include: Free monthly programs, free field trips, subscription to the monthly Plains and Peaks newsletter (also, available at www.murieaudubon.org). Your name is not shared with other organizations.
All of your funds are used locally. Check all that apply.

$10 One year
Audubon Adventures ($45.65 each classroom)
Other (Designate) $__________________
WyoBirds Listserve (An amount of your choosing) $_____________
Total $ ____________
Name: _______________________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

City:________________ST____ZIP________

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________

Make checks payable to Murie Audubon Society and mail to: Murie Audubon Society, PO Box 2112,
Casper, WY 82602. ATTN: Treasurer.
(Use your printer to print just this page, fill out, and send to the above address.)
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MAS CHAPTER OFFICERS
PRESIDENT—Chris Michelson (234-8726), Michelsonce@aol.com
VICE-PRESIDENT—VACANT
RECORDING SECRETARY—VACANT
TREASURER—Stacey Scott (262-0055),
hustace@gmail.com
PROGRAM CHAIR—Bruce Walgren (234-7455),
bruce_walgren@bresnan.net
CIRCULATION/MEMBERSHIP RECORDS—Jan Whitney
(237-7709), janw@tribcsp.com
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR—Open Position
EDUCATION CHAIR—Ann Hines (266-3160),
annhines12@gmail.com
NEWSLETTER EDITOR & WEBSITE—Rose-Mary King
(262-4861), kingchick3547@live.com
HOSPITALITY CHAIR—Kathy Knapp (259-2165),
KathyaKnapp@hotmail.com
Nancy Stichert (265-0144), nstichert@teglerinsurance.com
PUBLICITY CHAIR—J. P. Cavigelli (258-1093),
jpcavigelli@caspercollege.edu
FIELD TRIP CHAIR—VACANT
BANQUET CHAIR—Karen Anfang (472-0278),
barbarb@bresnan.net
EMERITUS—Bart Rea (234-6282), bdrea@tribscp.com
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AUDUBON ROCKIES - REGIONAL OFFICE OF NATIONAL
AUDUBON SOCIETY
Regional Office: 106 N. College Ave., Suite 1, Fort Collins, CO
80524. Phone: 970-416-6931 (Contact number for staff)
Regional Community Naturalists, 410 McKean Rd., Moorcroft WY
82721, Phone: 307-756-3149. Dusty Downey—Cell: 504-453-4124,
ddowney@audubon.org, Jacelyn Downey—Cell: 504-453-4139,
jdowney@audubon.org;
Casper Community Naturalist—OPEN
STAFF
Allison Holloran - Executive Director of Audubon Rockies Region,
aholloran@audubon.org
John Kloster-Prew, Development Director
Daly Edmunds, Regional Policy Coordinator
Abby Burk, WRAN Coordinator Jamie Weiss, Habitat Heroes Coordinator
Sandy McIntyre, Office Assistant
Lynn Tennefoss, Vice President, State Programs and Chapter Services, ltennefoss@audubon.org
Audubon Rockies website - http://www.rockies.audubon.org
Facebook under Audubon Rockies

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Term expires 2015
Ann Hines, Bruce Walgren, Donna Walgren (234-7455)
piranga@bresnan.net
Term expires 2016
Bob Yonts – (473-3045), bbyonts@juno.com; J.P. Cavigelli;
Zach Hutchinson - zhutch47@gmail.com; Kelly Kukes—
bernerfarm@msn.com; Colin Tierney— ct@colintierney.net;
Rose-Mary King

NOTICE TO FRIEND OF MURIE
NEWSLETTER RECIPIENTS:
Those who have not paid in one year or more
should see “Expired” and a date of Expiration
on your mailing label, probably on the same line
as your name. You will only receive one more
(October) newsletter after this one. If you feel
this is in error, please contact Bruce Walgren
(234-7455) and we can work out the details.

MAS VISION STATEMENT

MAS MISSION STATEMENT

The Vision of Murie Audubon Society
is to instill a passion for nature in present and future generations through
awareness, enjoyment, understanding,
appreciation, conservation and advocacy.

The Mission of Murie Audubon Society is to
promote the conservation of birds and other
wildlife through education and enhancements
of natural habitats, understanding, appreciation, conservation and advocacy.

