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WINTER IN YELLOWSTONE

H

ave you ever wondered what it would be like to watch wolves hunt in
winter, or walk through a geyser basin during minus 27 degree temperatures? Following his recent article in Wyoming Lifestyle Magazine,
Beau Johnston will show you the many wildlife and scenic viewing opportunities available in Yellowstone National Park during the winter. Beau has
made more than 10 trips to Yellowstone in the last five years; and in the last
two years has devoted a week each February to exploring the park. Gripped
in the clutches of the Polar Vortex this last February, Yellowstone saw some
Photo by Beau Johnston
of the coldest temperatures in recent decades. These brutally cold temperatures made for spectacular photographic opportunities.
Beau Johnston is a mechanical engineer, writer, and photographer based in Casper. Passionate about the outdoors
and the outdoor lifestyle, Beau, his wife (Krista), and their dog (Gus) can be found spending most weekends traveling, camping, and fly fishing. Beau’s award winning photography has been recognized by publications across the region. He feels that
many people have lost their sense of adventure, and are now disconnected from nature and from each other. By documenting travel, through photography, he strives to inspire others to experience new cultures and the world around them.
You are invited to join us and learn how you, too, can experience Yellowstone National Park as few ever will. The
meeting will be on Friday, November 14, 2014 at 7 pm at the Oil & Gas Conservation Commission Building at 2211 King Blvd.
As always, the program is free and open to the public!
PROGRAM CHAIR—BRUCE WALGREN

CALENDAR
Nov. 14—General Meeting, 7PM, OGCC
Bldg.—2211 King Blvd.
Nov. 17—Deadline for Dec./Jan.
Newsletter articles
December—No General Meeting
Dec. 20—CBC—pg. 4
Feb. 7, 2015—Annual Banquet and
Fundraiser
SAVE PAPER — READ YOUR NEWSLETTER AT MURIE’S WEBSITE,
CONTACT ROSE-MARY KING—
kingchick3547@live.com
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

T

he fall migration for
most passerines seems
to be over. A few lingering
sparrows and an occasional
Yellow-rumped Warbler are
still being reported. I have
noted a number of Dark-eyed
Juncos under my feeder,
mostly Pink-sided and Oregon forms. Recently there was
a flock of Cedar Waxwings in my part of town and both
Red-breasted and White-breasted Nuthatches seem to
be doing well. Blue Jays are also being seen along with
an occasional Steller's Jay. I have not seen any reports of
winter species like Lapland Longspurs and Snow
Buntings. The weather has been too nice to bring them
in.
Waterfowl migration is underway. Common
Loons are present in a number of locations along with
Western Grebes, Horned Grebes and a few lingering
Eared Grebes. I have noted some ducks. Ruddy ducks
are often present in the large flocks of American Coot
that seem to everywhere. A few Redheads, American
Wigeon, Lesser Scaup and Canvasbacks are being
found. There has been one report of a Surf Scoter from
the Saratoga area. The nice weather is to blame for the
slow migration of waterfowl.
There are occasional reports of Rough-legged
Hawks, which are winter visitors here in Wyoming. I have
seen no reports as yet of Northern Shrikes, another winter visitor.
I would recommend to all that you get out and
enjoy this very nice fall weather. Even if there are not so
many birds to be found the fall colors are very nice this
year. Winter cannot be too far away at this point so enjoy it now. Keep in mind that the Christmas bird count is
coming up on December 20, 2014, so plan ahead. I hope
to see everyone at the November membership meeting.

we have a couple Blue Jays that regularly come in for
their peanuts; (however, this morning I was slow getting
the peanuts out, so they had to settle for sunflower seeds
mixed in the corn and millet). Bruce Bennett noted a few
accidentals that showed up in Yukon Territory: Anna’s
Hummingbird, Horned Puffin, White-winged Dove, and
Gray Catbird. Starla and Mike Mammon enjoyed seeing
15+ Pygmy Nuthatches on Casper Mountain.
Yard Bird Report – For the month of September,
26 species were reported 12 locations in 2 states plus the
Yukon.
Casper, WY: Chris
Michelson – Wilson’s Warbler, Jeff Morton – Blue Jay,
Bart Rea – Great Horned Owl,
Frank Odasz – Hermit Thrush,
Joanne Odasz – Ovenbird,
Rose-Mary King – Yellowheaded Blackbird, Jim Lawrence – American Pipit, Gloria
Lawrence – Townsend’s Warbler, Casper College Greenhouse – Turkey Vulture; Douglas, WY: Billie Snell – Gray Catbird; Edness Kimball SP,
WY: Bruce Walgren – White-throated Sparrow, Donna
Walgren – Palm Warbler; Dubois, WY: Anna Moscicki –
Red-naped Sapsucker, Michael Kenney – Steller’s Jay;
Gillette, WY: Verna Hays – Cedar Waxwing; Pacific Creek,
WY: Helen Bishop – Bald Eagle, David Bishop – Bluewinged Teal; Riverton, WY: Suzanne Hargis – Greater
Yellowlegs, Bob Hargis – Harris’s Sparrow; Evansville,
WY: Bruce Walgren – Prothonotary Warbler, Donna
Walgren – Baird’s Sandpiper, Ucross, WY: Ruth Salvatore – American White Pelican, Yellowstone NP: Michael
Kenney – Harlequin Duck, Anna Moscicki – White-faced
Ibis; Orchard Park, NY: Richard Rosche – Eastern Screech
-Owl; Whitehorse, YT: Bruce Bennett – American Robin.
Thanks to all who helped with the Yard Bird Project in September!! Enjoy the birds as they visit your yard
and move through on their way south!!
DONNA WALGREN

PRESIDENT—CHRIS MICHELSON

BIRD NOTES

F

all Migration continues – lots of reports of warblers,
sparrows, and shorebirds for here in the Casper area; also large numbers of Sandhill Cranes and American
Pipits. There was also a report of 18 Wood Ducks along
the North Platte River in north Casper. Here in our yard

AUDUBON ADVENTURES

A

udubon Adventures has been ordered and should
be in classrooms shortly. Thanks to Bobbie Roberts,
Frank Odasz, M/M Jack MacRae, Beecher Strube, Mary
Lynn Corbett, M/M Frank McNeely for sponsoring a class
for this year. M/M Pat Dixon, M/M Mike Mammon, Barbara Bentzin, Dr. & Mrs. Robert Narotsky, Bart Rea, Jim
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Brown, M/M Don Harris, M/M Miguel Leotta for sponsoring more than one class. All of these sponsors have been
faithful for MANY years. As always, their donations are
GREATLY appreciated.
EDUCATION CHAIR—ANN HINES

MURIE’S BANQUET AND
FUNDRAISER
FEBRUARY 7, 2015

A

s your Annual Banquet and Fundraiser Chairperson,
I asked Tim Banks. Laramie, WY, if he would be interested in being the 2015 Guest Speaker. His reply was,
“Definitely”. I then asked Tim to provide some bio information for advertising purposes, and attached is his next
reply. Thought it was so interesting and funny, that it appears below verbatim:
“The path that leads to where I am today is a bit
convoluted, and I’ve had the devil of a time trying to figure out how best to describe it. My attempts to weave a
smooth narrative have failed miserably and I finally decided that it would be better to send you a few snippets
rather that keep you waiting.
Professionally, I spent most of my adult life as a
law enforcement officer, having served with the Albany
County Sheriff’s Department and the University of Wyoming Police Department. The last I wore a tie, I was Chief
of the UW Police Department.
Academically, I started out as a wildlife student
at UW in 1971. Using what I now refer to as the “eat dessert first school of academic planning”, I ignored the best
efforts of my advisors and took all the fun courses first,
leaving the hardest ones for last, mostly in an effort to
avoid taking calculus. As my advisors had tried to tell me,
this resulted in what can charitably be described as an
academic setback, necessitating some time away from
UW and leading to a 28-year law enforcement career.
I did manage to complete my bachelor’s degree
and took some time off from law enforcement to then
complete a Master’s degree in outdoor recreation, with
“Non-consumptive Wildlife-Associated Recreation in Wyoming” as my thesis research topic. It was during this period in 1986, that I landed a seasonal job with the Wyo-

ming Game and Fish Department as a field tech, monitoring Whooping Cranes and Sandhill Cranes in western Wyoming. This program was to “cross-foster” Whooping
Cranes and Sandhill Cranes in an attempt to establish a
Rocky Mountain flock of Whooping Cranes. Sadly, the
program ultimately failed, but it did give me a great summer job and inspired my fascination with cranes.
It was also during this period that a bit of a seminal moment occurred. I was watching some cranes in one
of the many beautiful corners of Wyoming I’d visited that
season and was reflecting on my good fortune to have
witnessed not only the cranes, but also the wonderful
diversity of birds and other wildlife that I’d experienced
during those months afield and it got me thinking how
people might pay good money just to see the things I’d
been witnessing daily.
My “encore career” after retiring as UW Police
Chief is leading birding tours for Road Scholar (formerly
known as Elderhostel). These have included trips to New
Mexico to view wintering cranes at the Bosque Wildlife
Refuge and to Kearney, Nebraska, to witness the incredible concentration of cranes during their spring migration.
Across this span of time, it’s worth noting that a
common thread of my existence on this planet is a deep
interest in all things outdoors, with wildlife usually playing a central role. So one might say I’ve come full circle. I
get to share some of what I’ve learned over the years
with people who travel long distances and pay money to
realize some of the things I’ve gotten to see and enjoy.
And…I’ve done it all without ever having taken calculus!
The focus of my presentation will be Sandhill
Crane Natural History and Behavior, with diversions and
amusing anecdotes reflecting on the path that has led to
a police chief becoming a Road Scholar bird guide. I still
have no idea what to call it?” By Tim Banks
The Banquet & Fundraiser
will take place on Saturday
February 07, 2015 at the
Parkway Plaza. Festivities
will begin at 5:30 p.m. with
a Silent Auction and many
raffle items to bid on.
Please consider making a
donation(s) to our annual
fundraiser. Contact Karen Anfang, 472-0278. The success
of this gathering depends on you. Thank you for being so
supportive!
BANQUET CHAIRPERSON—KAREN ANFANG
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CASPER’S
CHRISTMAS
BIRD COUNT

M

ark Dec. 20 on your calendar
to get out and count as many
birds as you can!

and knick-knacks. They also made frequent trips to Jim’s
cabin, where Jean could catch up on her reading and
watch Jim feed the deer and turkeys. They also spent
hours talking to each other on their Ubi Duos and enjoyed spending time with family. Memorials in her name
may be made to the Central Wyoming Model Railroad
Association (The Antelope Line), 1356 N. Center St., Casper, WY 82601. A complete obituary may be found
at http://www.newcomercasper.com/obituary/89369/
Jean-M-Herold/Casper-Wyoming.

Dec. 20—King's Corner—112 S. Beech—has been reserved from 7—8 AM to gather to organize teams. We
will have a potluck supper at King’s Corner, also, 5:30 PM
till all the food is gone and the birds have been tabulated.

A

udubon Rockies Staff were asked to present at the
North American Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE) conference in Ottawa Canada on October 7th – 11th. Dusty and Jacelyn Downey were asked to
present on the Community Naturalist Program in Wyoming and Colorado at the prestigious NAAEE international conference. While there they highlighted the Community Naturalist approach to environmental education in
rural communities which included their traveling trunks,
teacher trainings, and classroom activities. In 2011,
Audubon Rockies was also awarded the organizational
excellence for environmental education at the local level
by NAAEE.

OUR SYMPATHIES TO THE
HEROLD AND
LAYTON FAMILIES

M

any of you know long-time member and birder Jim
Herold. Jim’s wife, Jean, died on October 16th,
2014. Jean fought for her life for 6 weeks following a cardiac arrest and numerous complications. Jean spent her
last six years with Jim where they have enjoyed filling
their new home with their treasured teddy bears, books,

L

ois Layton died on October 15, 2014. Donations
may be made to the Wyoming Game and Fish Department Trust Fund, 5400 Bishop Blvd., Cheyenne, Wyoming, 82006; the Murie Audubon Society, P.O. Box 2112,
Casper, Wyoming, 82602; or a conservation organization
of the donor’s choice. A complete obituary may be found
at
http://trib.com/lifestyles/announcements/obituaries/lois
-layton/article_f48661c2-72ce-5418-9cd83d2b97faea2b.html
or
at
http://
www.bustardsfuneralhome.com/obits/obituary.php?
id=504500
Lois and her husband Frank (who passed away
several years ago) settled in Casper and were lifelong
supporters of this Wyoming Game & Fish Department
and the department’s mission. Lois was a pioneer in the
field of wildlife rehabilitation. Lois and Frank taught
themselves the art of wildlife rehabilitation through trial
and error, research and years of patience. She was instrumental in assisting the Department to develop a
Wildlife Rehabilitation regulation, assuring that proper
training and mentoring were prerequisites to all future rehabilitators. Lois literally "wrote the book" on
wildlife rehabilitation in Wyoming. She and Frank spent
their own resources traveling the state to pick up injured
wildlife and care for them in a humane manner. It was
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not uncommon for Department employees to meet them in any Wyoming town as they traveled this state to rescue
injured birds.
Lois and Frank were inducted into the Wyoming Outdoor Hall of Fame for their years of selfless giving and
passion toward Wyoming's wildlife resources. They were role models to many in how to care for Wyoming’s wildlife
resource.
Lois had one last opportunity to care for an injured bird during the last two weeks of her life. She held and
cared for a songbird that flew into a window at her home until it was strong enough to fly away later that same day.
Lois certainly lived her life "Conserving Wildlife and Serving People".

PHOTO GALLERY

Gray Catbird taken in Bruce & Donna Walgren’s yard
10-9-14.
Moon eclipse taken by Bruce
Walgren.

Red-tailed Hawk in the
backyard of Paul & Lee
Stout. Photo taken by
Lee Stout.
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HELP SUPPORT MURIE AUDUBON SOCIETY BY BECOMING A
“FRIEND OF MURIE AUDUBON”

The annual cost of being an individual or family ‘Friend’ will be a donation of $10 or more. Benefits include: Free monthly programs, free field trips, subscription to the monthly Plains and Peaks newsletter (also, available at www.murieaudubon.org). Your name is not shared with other organizations.
All of your funds are used locally. Check all that apply.

$10 One year
Audubon Adventures ($45.65 each classroom)
Other (Designate) $__________________
WyoBirds Listserve (An amount of your choosing) $_____________
Total $ ____________
Name: _______________________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

City:________________ST____ZIP________

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________

Make checks payable to Murie Audubon Society and mail to: Murie Audubon Society, PO Box 2112,
Casper, WY 82602. ATTN: Treasurer.
(Web Readers—Use your printer to print just this page, fill out, and send to the above address.)

PAGE 7

PLAINS & PEAKS
MAS CHAPTER OFFICERS

PRESIDENT—Chris Michelson (234-8726), Michelsonce@aol.com
VICE-PRESIDENT—Vacant
RECORDING SECRETARY— Andrea Trembath (4365343), muskratranch@gmail.com
TREASURER—Stacey Scott (262-0055), hustace@gmail.com
PROGRAM CHAIR—Bruce Walgren (234-7455),
bruce_walgren@bresnan.net
CIRCULATION/MEMBERSHIP RECORDS—Jan Whitney
(237-7709), janw@tribcsp.com
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR—Open Position
EDUCATION CHAIR—Ann Hines (266-3160),
annhines12@gmail.com
NEWSLETTER EDITOR & WEBSITE—Rose-Mary King
(262-4861), kingchick3547@live.com
HOSPITALITY CHAIR—Kathy Knapp (259-2165), KathyaKnapp@hotmail.com, Nancy Stichert (265-0144),
stichert@teglerinsurance.com
PUBLICITY CHAIR—J. P. Cavigelli (258-1093), jpcavigelli@caspercollege.edu
FIELD TRIP CHAIR—Vacant
BANQUET CHAIR—Karen Anfang (472-0278), barbarb@bresnan.net
EMERITUS—Bart Rea (234-6282), bdrea@tribscp.com
EMERITUS—Lois Layton (472-7009)

AUDUBON ROCKIES - REGIONAL OFFICE OF NATIONAL
AUDUBON SOCIETY
Regional Office: 105 Mtn. Ave., Fort Collins, CO 80524
Phone: 970-416-6931 (Contact for Brian Rutledge, Alison Holloran
and staff)
Casper Community Naturalist—René Hansen, 473-1987, rhansen@audubon.org
Regional Community Naturalist Program: 410 McKean Rd.,
Moorcroft WY 82721, Phone: 307-756-3149.
Jacelyn Downey—Cell: 504-453-4139, jdowney@audubon.org;
Dusty Downey—Cell: 504-453-4124, ddowney@audubon.org
STAFF
Brian Rutledge - Executive Director of Audubon Rockies Region,
307-262-1061, brutledge@audubon.org
Alison Holloran—Director of Science—aholloran@audubon.org
Daly Edmunds—Policy—dedmunds@audubon.org
Sidnie Shaffer – Director Conservation Philanthropy West
(in Washington State for Western Region), sshaffer@audubon.org,
2038 Taft Avenue, Bremerton, WA. 98312, 360-440-3353
Audubon Rockies website - http://www.rockies.audubon.org
Facebook under Audubon Rockies

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Term expires 2015
Ann Hines; Bruce Walgren; Donna Walgren (234-7455)
piranga@bresnan.net
Term expires 2016
Bob Yonts – (473-3045), bbyonts@juno.com; J.P. Cavigelli; Zach Hutchinson - zhutch47@gmail.com; Kelly
Kukes—bernerfarm@msn.com; Colin Tierney—
colin.tierney@wyo.gov; Rose-Mary King

NOTICE TO FRIEND OF MURIE
NEWSLETTER RECIPIENTS:
Those who have not paid in one year or more
should see “Expired” and a date of Expiration
on your mailing label, probably on the same line
as your name. You will only receive one more
(October) newsletter after this one. If you feel
this is in error, please contact Bruce Walgren
(234-7455) and we can work out the details.

MAS VISION STATEMENT

MAS MISSION STATEMENT

The Vision of Murie Audubon Society
is to instill a passion for nature in present and future generations through
awareness, enjoyment, understanding,
appreciation, conservation and advocacy.

The Mission of Murie Audubon Society is to
promote the conservation of birds and other
wildlife through education and enhancements
of natural habitats, understanding, appreciation, conservation and advocacy.

