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THE GREAT TEXAS BIRDING CLASSIC

Z

ach Hutchinson, Field Trip Director of Operations at the Science Zone in Casper, will
be our guest speaker for our September program. In April, Zach and two other team
members participated in The Great Texas Birding Classic.Statewide Weeklong Tournament. Team “Science Zone” Spent six days in the State of Texas while driving over 5,000
miles searching for as many bird species that they could find. Zach will share the experience with us and let us know how his team fared.
Winning teams (those who see the most species) are awarded conservation grants supplied by sponsors
such as Toyota and Swarovski Optic. Conservation Grants can be awarded to projects anywhere in Texas. The
Birding Classic has donated $819,500 in conservation funding to nature tourism and avian habitat restoration,
enhancement, and acquisition projects throughout the state!
Great Texas Birding Classic staff will work with winning teams from several tournaments to select conservation
project grant recipients. Conservation grant amounts and number of grants awarded is dependent on money
raised through team registration fees and sponsorship dollars.
Please join us on Friday, September 12, 2014 at 7 pm at the Oil & Gas Conservation Commission Building at 2211 King Blvd. for this interesting program. As always, the program is free and open to the public!
CALENDAR
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Program Chairman—Bruce Walgren
(Road Runner—2014 Official Artwork of the Great
Texas Birding Classic, by Craig Farquhar)

ing over to the Piggery to look for migrants, and then
drive to Goldeneye. We should be back by noon
unless the birding is really good. Call Stacey Scott
at 262-0055 for details.

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

AUDUBON ADVENTURES

H

aving been elected as the president of the
Murie Audubon Society, I must produce a report from the president for the newsletter. I will
begin with those things that I know best. The fall
migration has been underway for some time since it
is the fourth week of August as I prepare this report. Hummingbirds have been passing through the
area since mid-July and shorebirds likewise. Passerine migration is proceeding in fits and starts at
this point with some days producing good numbers
of species and others being rather barren. Warblers
and vireos are starting to move through the area
along with empid flycatchers. Some of our nesting
species like swallows and other insect eaters are
beginning to leave the area. Chipping sparrows
have been dispersing from the mountains to the
plains preparing to migrate. Some gull species are
starting to move along with grebes and terns. In the
next two or three weeks we should see the peak of
the migration although some species of waterfowl
will be much later.
The first membership meeting of the year will
be coming up the second Friday of September and I
hope that all of you will be able to attend. Many interesting topics are presented at these monthly
meetings. The first board meeting of the year will
occur before the membership meeting occurs. With
the closing of the Audubon Center at Garden Creek,
one of the topics which the board will be considering
is what program or programs will we be supporting
into the future. Feedback from the membership
about this topic will be very helpful. The only warning I give the group from experience with non-profits
is that there are many more good ideas out there
than there is funding to cover such things. No one
should feel bad if the good idea they put forward is
not one that the board adopts.
I look forward to seeing you all at the membership meeting in September and I hope that all will
have time to get out and find some "good" birds to
report at the beginning of the meeting.
President—Chris Michelson

SEPTEMBER 13th FIELD TRIP

M

eet at Morad Park at 9:00 AM for a trip to
Goldeneye Reservoir. We will start by walk-

T

he teachers are returning to their classrooms so
I will begin contacting them about Audubon Adventures for the school year.
The topics this year are: Hooray for Hummingbirds; Raptors! The Birds of Prey; Seabirds;
and Caring for our Planet. The cost remains the
same at $45.65 per class room. We have one sponsor for this year. Your checks for your for sponsoring should be made to Murie Audubon and sent to
Ann Hines, 1600 Linda Vista Dr., Casper, WY,
82609.
Education Chair—Ann Hines

H

BIRD NOTES

ere in the Casper area, birds are just
about finished with their
“family raising” and most of
the kids are now out on their
own. I’m still seeing “teenage” robins around our
neighborhood. I also saw
some crows on the Casper College campus following Mom around, begging. Fall Migration is continuing, becoming more noticeable every day. Bruce
and I have been seeing flocks of Mourning Doves
and blackbirds. Also, at the time of this writing, most
of the ducks have donned their drab post-breeding
plumage.
July Yard Bird Project Report
We only had 32 reports from 15 locations in 4
states plus the Yukon, but there were a few not-socommon species: Rose-breasted Grosbeak in Casper, a Baltimore Oriole in western Nebraska, and a
Mottled Duck in eastern Nebraska.
WYOMING: Casper: Barb Yonts–American Robin:
Casper College Greenhouse–American Robin; Rose
-Mary King–Black-capped Chickadee; Ed Reish–
Blue Jay; Bob Yonts–Brown-headed Cowbird; Jim
Lawrence–Calliope Hummingbird; Barbara Reish–
Downy Woodpecker; Gloria Lawrence–Osprey; Chris
Michelson–Red-breasted Nuthatch; Ann Hines–Rose
-breasted Grosbeak; Joanne Odasz–Rufous Hummingbird; Bart Rea–Rufous Hummingbird; Frank
Odasz–Yellow Warbler. Cheyenne: Barb Gorges–
Broad-tailed Hummingbird. Dubois: Anna Moscicki–
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Green-tailed Towhee; Michael Kenney–Rufous Hummingbird. Gillette: Verna Hays–Western Kingbird.
Glenrock: Cam Trembath–Killdeer; Andrea Trembath–Loggerhead Shrike; Magnus Trembath–
Western
Grebe.
Ucross:
Ruth
Salvatore–
Loggerhead Shrike.
Thanks to everyone who helped with the Yard
Bird Project in July!! Migration should be interesting
– keep an eye out, you might see something interesting.
Donna Walgren

Audubon Rockies Develops Pathfinder Plan
in WY

A

udubon Rockies plans to create a comprehensive bird habitat improvement plan for the Pathfinder National Wildlife Refuge at Steamboat Lake
outside of Casper.
The wildlife refuge is an important bird habitat
area surrounded by grass and sage brush. It is home
to many nesting and migrating birds.
BP gave Audubon a grant to help identify
habitat improvement activities on the refuge. The
funds were provided from BP as mitigation for the
closing and drying up of another Audubon identified
Important Bird Area, Soda Lake located in Casper,
WY. Soda Lake was nominated and accepted as one
of Audubon Important Bird Areas in Wyoming in
2000. IBAs are sites that provide essential habitat to
one or more species of birds during some portion of
the year (nesting areas, crucial migration stop-over
sites, or wintering grounds). BP decided that the lake
would be allowed to dry up due to the cost of maintaining the site and other issues, thus the established
bird nesting habitat (particularly the colonial waterbird
species) has been eliminated.
In addition to the loss of bird nesting habitat,
the Murie Audubon Chapter and other Casper citizens have lost the opportunity to watch and enjoy the
wildlife and birds that inhabited the area. Audubon
will then work with refuge managers to gather information to help design a comprehensive habitat improvement plan for the refuge. A part of the plan
would also address enhancing wildlife viewing opportunities which include increased and updated interpretive signs regarding Steamboat Lake, as well as
the potential of a viewing platform, according to a release from Audubon Rockies.
Much-Needed Rest for the Weary: Creating
Better Bird Habitat. With the long Wyoming winter
months almost behind us, we all begin looking for
sure signs of warm weather to come. Everyone has

PLAINS & PEAKS

a different sign they look to. For some, it may be the
sagebrush getting its new blue-green color that covers the desert, or the grass greening in their front
yard. For many bird lovers it is the arrival of the
many waterfowl and shorebirds that begin to appear
on the chilly reservoirs, lakes, ponds, and rivers. Wyoming is well known for its dry sagebrush
plains. But, the water that snakes through and dots
the landscape supports thousands of ducks, geese,
and shorebirds during perilous migration. Many
times, the water serves as critical breeding
grounds. Even small areas of water provide life sustaining habitat for many wildlife species, and can be
critical to their survival, at some point during the
year.
Pathfinder National Wildlife Refuge (NWR)
just west of Casper, WY, is one such area in a sea of
grass and sage. Pathfinder NWR is home to many
nesting and migrating birds including American Avocet, Black-necked Stilt, Long-billed Curlew, Marbled
Godwit, Lesser Yellowlegs, Long-billed Dowitcher,
Wilson's Phalarope, Spotted Sandpiper, Ruddy
Duck, Northern Pintail, Green-winged Teal, Cinnamon Teal, Canvasback, Redhead, Ring-necked
Duck, Bufflehead, and Hooded Merganser, just to
name a few.
To ensure that these and other species have
the habitat they need to survive, BP, has provided
migration funds to Audubon Rockies to help identify
and design habitat improvement activities on Pathfinder NWR. Audubon Rockies is working with the
Refuge managers and other partners to gather the
data and information needed to help design a comprehensive habitat improvement plan for the refuge
in order to ensure our feathered friends always have
a home and/or safe haven to stop during their travels. Some activities being considered include: replacing and enhancing migrating and nesting bird
habitat through increasing the shorebird and waterfowl nesting habitats around Steamboat Lake by manipulating the bank/shore distance to uplands as well
as repair and replace fencing and expanding bulrush
habitat. A part of the plan would also address enhancing wildlife viewing opportunities which include
increased and updated interpretive signs regarding
Steamboat Lake, as well as the potential of a viewing platform.
As the information is gathered over the year,
please look for updates on Audubon Rockies website and Facebook pages:
www.Rockies.Audubon.org and Facebook.
Eye on Auduon’s Initiatives: Working
Lands for Working People: Audubon Rockies work
with landowners in Wyoming and Colorado has been
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ramping up in recent
years due to an important new initiative
within National titled
Putting
Working
Lands to Work for
Birds and People.
Using
the
Community Naturalist program as a jumping off
point, Audubon Rockies has been developing partnerships and providing landowners with the tools to
enhance their property in cost-effective ways while
supporting struggling populations of priority bird species. This work with landowners, The Small Acreage
Issue Team, The Thunder Basin Grasslands Ecosystem Association, NRCS and UW cooperative extension has positioned Audubon Rockies as a leader in
upholding the traditional agriculture of the area while
improving lands for birds and other wildlife.
Through this initiative, Audubon is collaborating with private, federal and state land managers
that manage lands to support environmentally sound
practices, especially those that benefit birds. For
more information on this initiative, contact Alison
Holloran at aholloran@audubon.org or call 970-4166931
Audubon Community Naturalist attends Educator Workshop: In Early
August, Audubon’s Community Naturalist in Casper, Rene Hansen, attended a facilitator workshop
that will allow her to organize and host teacher
trainings around Wyoming. Facilitators are the
essential leaders who are
the local contacts for
schools, youth organizations, etc. who want information on the programs or want to attend a workshop. They provide quality workshops to formal and
non-formal educators, training them how to use the
curriculum guides in classrooms and informal settings to promote and teach environmental and conservation education.
The workshop was organized by WY Project
Learning Tree, WY Project WILD, and Audubon
Rockies staff Dusty and Jacelyn Downey for Project
Flying Wild. There were twenty participants from all
over Wyoming. During the three day training, participants learned how to organize workshops, present
activities, and ultimately host a successful teacher
training. This training will allow Rene to “teach
teachers” about how to incorporate the outdoors into
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their lessons with activities that are aligned with the
state and national standards. During the state wide
workshops Rene will also be able to introduce the
teachers to the education trunks and other resources
Audubon Rockies educators have created. Rene is
already planning a workshop for early fall in Casper.
Contact Rene at 307-277-4773 or rhansen@audubon.org.
Submitted by: Dusty Downey, Senior Community Naturalist – Rocky Mountain Education Office, 410 Mckean Rd., Moorcroft, WY 82721, Tel
(307) 756-3941

ONCE NEARLY EXTINCT, THE WYOMING
TOAD MAY RECOVER
(by Kelsey Dayton—May 13, 2014)

(The Wyoming toad,
listed as an endangered
species in 1984, occurs
only in Albany County,
Wyoming. Extinct in the
wild, the Wyoming toad
is the most endangered
amphibian in North
America. Sara Armstrong / USFWS)

O

nce upon a time a small, two-inch brownish,
greenish toad dotted with dark blotches and
warts and named for the one place it was found, was
one of the most plentiful species in the Laramie Basin in Wyoming.
Today the Wyoming toad is almost a thing of
myths, no longer found in the wild after disease and
a landscape changed by development pushed the
species into decline in the 1970s and onto the endangered species list in 1984. It is now one of the
four most endangered amphibians in North America.
But with the help of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Cooperative Recovery Initiative, which allocated $800,000 in April to helping the Wyoming Toad,
and a new draft recovery plan released in February
2014, researchers are hopeful that the toad will
again make the Laramie Basin home.
This summer researchers are working on
managing vegetation to create a desirable habitat for
the toads, finding ways to treat a fungus that’s contributed to the species decline and trying to improve
the survival of toads released into the wild at Mortenson Lake National Wildlife Refuge.
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UW student George Baxter first discovered
the Wyoming Toad in 1946 and described it as a
“common” species in the Laramie Basin, said Kim
Vincent, a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services biologist
on the toad recovery team. Found only in Albany
County, Wyoming, the toad is considered a glacial
relic of the Canadian Toad, meaning the related populations were separated by the glaciers.
In April of 2014, regional office employees
visited Saratoga National Fish Hatchery to learn
more about its efforts towards recovering the Wyoming toad (Bridget Fahey/)
The population dwindled in the 1970s when a
fungus attacked and spread through the population.
The toads also struggled as their habitat shrank. Wyoming Toads thrive in oxbows . They need vegetated
areas where they can hide from predators while
basking in the sun. Irrigation and grazing changed
the courses of winding waters and vegetation
lengths in the basin area, Vincent said.
The population declined until there were only
10 toads left at Mortenson Lake. Those were taken
into captivity to breed in 1989. Biologists tried to reintroduce toad populations to the Mortenson Lake area, but were unsuccessful, with the population staying at less than 50 toads and dropping to a low of
just one toad in 2011 and 2012.
More than 800 toadlets were released in August 2012 using “soft releases” where tadpoles are
brought back to the area in mesh cages for protection through metamorphosis. Biologists then move
the toads to small corrals where they are still protected, but can feed and grow until they are ready for full
release. Surveys in 2013 found 507 toads in varying
life stages at the lake.
The money from the Cooperative Recovery
Initiative, a competitive grant program through U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Services, will in part go to expanding the soft release program, Vincent said. Efforts to
help the toad will ramp up this summer at the Saratoga National Fish Hatchery, which will expand its facilities by 900-square-feet to give the toads more
space to grow.
Money from the initiative will also go to developing a treatment to combat the fungus that kills the
toads and studying vegetation to create a desirable
habitat for the amphibians.
The Wyoming toad is found only in certain
parts of Wyoming and is considered one of the most
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endangered amphibians in North America. In 1984
the situation was so grave that the Wyoming toad
was federally listed as an endangered species.
(Stephanie Raine/USFWS )
UW researchers have been studying what
height of vegetation best helps the toads survive.
Mid-heights of about six inches seemed to help the
toads survive better and grow faster, providing sunlight to warm up and fight the fungus. Such vegetation also allows the amphibians to see insects they
eat and hide from predators, said Melanie Murphy,
assistant professor in the ecosystem science and
management program at the University of Wyoming.
Historically the Laramie Basin was grazed by
ungulates and often experienced fires. With the exception of small controlled burns, Murphy said the
area hasn’t burned in a long time. In the future, vegetation could be managed by cattle and fire. For this
summer, the vegetation will be cut manually as scientists use yard tools to test what height is best.
Once the toads are of
age they are released back
into the wild. This is currently
done at only two locations in
Wyoming.
It’s a lot of work but
the Wyoming toad is special. Amphibians are considered indicator species and often when populations
decline it’s a sign of problems within the ecosystem
that can later impact other species. The toads also
are an important part of the food chain in the area,
where they eat insects and get eaten by birds. Research on the toads also helps scientists better understand other amphibian species.
Many people haven’t even heard of the toad because the public can’t see it in the wild — Mortenson
Lake is closed to protect the toads from disease. But
Murphy said the species is an example of one the
things that makes Wyoming so special. “It’s worth
being proud of, or at least knowing about,” she said.
A happy ending for the toad is possible. The
official goal in the recovery plan is to build up five
self-sustaining populations at different sites. That
could take up to 20 years, but if this summer’s work
on habitat and disease treatment succeeds, the population at Mortenson Lake could become selfsustaining in the next few years.
(Submitted by Bart Rea)
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MIND YOUR MANNERS TO REDUCE BIRD
STRESS
(Published Aug. 17, 2014, in the Wyoming Tribune
Eagle by Barb Gorges)

I

am sure your parents taught you, as mine did
me, that it is impolite to stare.
Does this rule apply, in some way, to birds?
After all, the point of birdwatching is to watch them.
Know that whenever you enter a bird's environment, it can bother a bird. For instance, even
when you are on the other side of a window, it may
react to your presence.
I recently heard an anecdote about a hawk
nest so close to a public road that it was well-known.
Birdwatchers regularly showed up to watch and photograph the chicks as they grew.
What these folks apparently missed was that
the parents were agitated. The presence of the birdwatchers bothered them. The situation could easily
have caused the parents to abandon the chicks. And
even though it apparently didn't, stress on the birds
could cause some unintended consequences down
the road-just as it does for people.
There is a new field guide that came out this
spring, one that offers something a bit different from
the rest.
The New Birder's Field Guide to Birds of
North America, by Bill Thompson III, is recommended if you are a casual backyard birdwatcher who
wants to know more.
It explains the hobby of birdwatching, why it's
fun, to how to get into it, what to wear to be comfortable, how to adjust binoculars. What follows is a
page per species with helpful information for identifying each one.
But one brief chapter bears on this column's
subject, titiled "Birding Manners."
Some of it pertains to birding with others:
keep your voice down, treat others as you'd like to
be treated, stay with the group, share the spotting
scope, help beginners, pish in moderation.
What is pishing? It's an attempt to get a better look at a bird by getting t to come out of the vegetation by making a noise that sounds like "pish,"
which happens to sound like a bird alarm call. The
birds come out to see what's wrong. Playing recorded bird songs to attract a bird that thinks he's hearing a rival is another method to bring it out of hiding.
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As Thompson asks new birders to use these
techniques in moderation, he explains, "We owe it to
the birds we love so much to respect their privacy."
This is the beginning birdwatcher's version of
the American Birding Association's Birding Code of
Ethics. The part that pertains to the nesting hawks
situation reads:
"1(b) To avoid stressing birds or exposing
them to danger, exercise restraint and caution during
observation, photography, sound recording, or filming. "Keep well back from nests and nesting colonies, roosts, display areas, and important feeding
sites. In such sensitive areas, if there is a need for
extended observation, photography, filming, or recording, try to use a blind or hide, and take advantage of natural cover."
If the ABA members, vying to see as many
bird species as possible, can restrain themselves, I
think the rest of us can as well.
Given today's optics and cameras, it might
have been quite possible to observe the activity in
the hawk nest from a less intimidating distance,
since building a blind on the side of a public road
probably isn't feasible. Contacting the landowner for
permission to erect a temporary blind might have
been a solution.
But on the other hand, if we are observing
the hawks for our own enjoyment and not as a part
of scientific study, two minutes from inside our car
would be quite enough, rather than hour after hour,
day after day. Try to make part of your enjoyment of
birds knowing that your actions haven't endangered
or distressed them.
There is so much interesting bird behavior to
watch unobserved by the birds if you walk carefully
and stop and stand still often, being the proverbial fly
on the wall. If you don't make noise or make sudden
movements, birds in the bushes will continue to flit
about feeding. If you sit as still as a rock at the
shore, the shorebirds may pass close by.
And should a bird look you in the eye,
acknowledge it as you would a person, with a nod.
And then look away, so it can continue with
its important business of living.

