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GRASSLAND BIRDS AND WIND ENERGY IN
WYOMING

A

nika Mahoney, MS student at the Wyoming Cooperative
Fish and Wildlife Research Unit in Laramie will be our
guest speaker for our May program when she will describe her
“Wind Energy and Grasslands Birds Project” and its objectives.
Anthropogenic disturbances can lead to wildlife population declines through habitat loss and changes in habitat quality. Understanding wildlife responses to these changes can aid
us in mediating impacts to wildlife. Wind energy development,
a relatively new form of disturbance, has dramatically increased, thanks to recent developments in technology and a
growing demand for renewable energy sources. The vast majority of research on wind energy development has focused
on direct effects, such as mortality due to turbine strikes. However, very little research has investigated potential indirect
effects of wind energy development. These effects could include habitat loss through avoidance of infrastructure, changes
CALENDAR
May 9—Bird ID Class—Birds of EKWSP—
7PM—ACGC—May 11—Field Trip to
EKWSP
May 9—International Migratory Bird Day
(IMBD) at EKWSP—pg. 5
May 10—Gen. Mtg.—7PM—OGCC Bldg.—2211
King Blvd.
May 18—Spring Clean-up—pg. 3
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Aug. 19—Deadline for Sept. newsletter
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in community species composition based on speciesspecific responses to disturbance, and changes in predator communities due to the new scavenging opportunities created by turbine-killed birds and bats. In Wyoming,
wind resources suited for industrial-scale wind energy
production overlap with grassland habitat. With 97% of
US grasslands eliminated, and grassland birds experiencing significant population declines, understanding potential impacts to grassland birds is imperative. We are investigating potential variation in avian density, abundance, and reproductive success within 3 wind farms, and
also between wind farms and control sites in southeastern Wyoming. It is hoped the findings will help guide future wind farm site selection and mitigation practices,
while adding to the body of knowledge of grassland bird
nesting ecology.
The program will be on Friday, May 10 at 7 pm at
the Oil & Gas Conservation Commission Building at 2211
King Blvd. The program is free and open to the public.
Program Chair—Bruce Walgren
Photo by Jacob Drucker

ALONG THE PATHWAY
WITH HARRY

I

watched an interesting
show on PBS a few nights
back about plants and how
they communicate with each
other. I don't usually worry
whether or not plants are
alive or if they have feelings,
especially while I'm eating a
heaping plate of salad
topped off with croutons and grated cheese, but the
commercials got my attention so I tuned in and watched
some interesting experiments using time lapsed photography. Time lapse photography shows interesting details
in plant growth which, under normal conditions, can
quickly put one to sleep as the action is quite slow. Anyway, the show became very interesting as experiment
after experiment showed how some plants do communicate and are battling one another in slow motion.
To make a long and slow story short, things got
real interesting when scientists bagged a conifer tree
branch and injected radioactive carbon. The tree absorbed the carbon, radiation and all. The scientists returned with a Geiger counter, and traced out where the
radiation flowed. As expected, the carbon went into the

tree and down into the roots. From there, it was shared
with siblings, younger trees which had sprung up yards
away from the parent. The conclusion was that the parent shared carbon resources with the young, and no other plants.
So what's this have to do with birding? Well, for
one, it tells me that trees absorb a lot of carbon. Want to
reduce carbon from our already polluted air supply? Then
PLANT MORE TREES! Want to attract more birds to your
backyard? Then PLANT MORE TREES! It's a WIN-WIN-WIN
situation. The birds have a reason to hang out in your
back yard, and you have a natural way to absorb excess
carbon from the atmosphere. Trees love carbon. Without
it, they can't grow. With it, they grow and release oxygen.
That's a WIN for all of us, birds and humans alike. I have a
goal to plant at least six trees a year on my property. Not
only do they block out the eyesores my neighbors have
next door, but I get shade and wind protection, and more
birds, of course!
The next thing on my mind is, where the heck is
spring? I've been watching flocks of gulls fly overhead as
they check in from parts unknown. We have Red-wings
by the countless dozens raiding our bird feeders, and yet,
the snow is still falling. I'm beginning to think that we are
going to go straight to summer and miss spring this year.
Worse yet, what if climate change is really climate shift?
Maybe spring now starts in the summer months and
summer will start in the winter months. Let's hope not.
It's too confusing. Maybe I'm just impatient and can't
wait for the snow to go away. What do you think?
If memory doesn't fail me, May is our last
meeting before the summer break. Take a birding class,
go on a field trip, go hiking, or find a new birding book.
I'm sure you will have a great birding summer...if it ever
gets here.
Good birding to all.
MAS President—Harry Martin—307-258-1255

Cassin’s Finch Pair in Rose-Mary King’s backyard pond.
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Please Join Us to cleanup our community’s
trails
When: Saturday, May
18, 2013, 9 a.m. – 12
noon
Where: Gather at the
Tate Pumphouse (1775
W. 1st St.)
Who: Individuals, Companies, Families
How:
Register early by e-mailing platteriver@wyoming.com or by calling the Platte River Trails
Office, 577-1206.
Murie members will meet to clean up the
Piggery. For more information contact Bart Rea at
bdrea@tribcsp.com or call (307) 234-6282.

DINOSAUR EGG STUDY SUPPORTS EVOLUTIONARY LINK BETWEEN BIRDS AND DINOSAURS: HOW TROODON LIKELY HATCHED ITS
YOUNG
Story written by Marie-Helene Thibeault and Mark Lowey
Reprinted here via
courtesy University of
Calgary
Darla Zelenitsky closely examining the shells
of fossil eggs . (Photo
credit:
Jay
Im
(University of Calgary)
Apr. 18, 2013 — A small, bird-like North American dinosaur incubated its eggs in a similar way to brooding birds
-- bolstering the evolutionary link between birds and dinosaurs, researchers at the University of Calgary and
Montana State University study have found.
Among the many mysteries paleontologists have
tried to uncover is how dinosaurs hatched their young.
Was it in eggs completely buried in nest materials, like
crocodiles? Or was it in eggs in open or non-covered
nests, like brooding birds?
Using egg clutches found in Alberta and Montana, researchers Darla Zelenitsky at the University of
Calgary and David Varricchio at Montana State University
closely examined the shells of fossil eggs from a small

meat-eating dinosaur called Troodon.
In a finding published in the spring issue of Paleobiology, they concluded that this specific dinosaur species, which was known to lay its eggs almost vertically,
would have only buried the egg bottoms in mud.
"Based on our calculations, the eggshells of
Troodon were very similar to those of brooding birds,
which tells us that this dinosaur did not completely bury
its eggs in nesting materials like crocodiles do," says
study co-author Zelenitsky, assistant professor of geoscience.
"Both the eggs and the surrounding sediments
indicate only partial burial; thus an adult would have directly contacted the exposed parts of the eggs during
incubation," says lead author Varricchio, associate professor of paleontology.
Varricchio says while the nesting style for
Troodon is unusual, "there are similarities with a peculiar
nester among birds called the Egyptian Plover that
broods its eggs while they're partially buried in sandy
substrate of the nest."
Paleontologists have always struggled to answer
the question of how dinosaurs incubated their eggs, because of the scarcity of evidence for incubation behaviours.
As dinosaurs' closest living relatives, crocodiles
and birds offer some insights.
Scientists know that crocodiles and birds that
completely bury their eggs for hatching have eggs with
many pores or holes in the eggshell, to allow for respiration.
This is unlike brooding birds which don't bury
their eggs; consequently, their eggs have far fewer pores.
The researchers counted and measured the
pores in the shells of Troodon eggs to assess how water
vapour would have been conducted through the shell
compared with eggs from contemporary crocodiles,
mound-nesting birds and brooding birds.
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They are optimistic their methods can be applied
to other dinosaur species' fossil eggs to show how they
may have been incubated.
"For now, this particular study helps substantiate
that some bird-like nesting behaviors evolved in meateating dinosaurs prior to the origin of birds. It also adds
to the growing body of evidence that shows a close evolutionary relationship between birds and dinosaurs,"
Zelenitsky says.
Submitted by Bruce Walgren and permission
granted from the authors, photographer and the University of Calgary to reprint it .

THANK YOU, THANK
YOU, THANK YOU!

W

hen the call went out for funding for WyoBirds,
the response was over-whelming! Thanks to the
many generous donations! Our membership stands at
249 will a subscriber maximum of 300.
Donors: Mr. and Mrs. Lou Cicco, Cody, David Carter,
Green River, Donald Brewer, Buffalo, Wanda Major, Riverton, Joanne Mason, Wheatland, Peter Arnold, Cheyenne, Josephine Cook, Powell, Robert Laybourn, Cheyenne, Jim Herold, Casper, Randall T Cox, Gillette, Pat Dixon, Casper, Bob and Suzanne Hargis, Riverton, Col.
Charles Seniawski, Cheyenne, Jennifer Miller, Basin,
Cheyenne High Plains Audubon Society, Kathy Duffy, Yellowstone NP, Eva Crane, Lander, Doug Faulkner, Arvada
CO, Olga Harbour, Tucson AZ, Matt Fraker, Normal IL,
Dave McDonald, Laramie, Alexander Muromcew, Jackson.
When you see these individuals, give them a
hearty “Thanks”!

BIRD NOTES

A

s I write this, it is the last half
of April, and we have had our
third big snowstorm of the month.
So it is a bit difficult to think about
Spring. But, this is Wyoming, so one
does not think seriously about Spring til May. However,
we do usually have a few species of wildflowers starting
to bloom by now, poking up through the snow, but that
has not been happening here in the Casper area. Maybe
after this storm has moved on through . . . . . . maybe.

But the birds are making us think that, yes, Spring is coming!! Robins, House Finches, and Red-winged Blackbirds
are singing. Turkey Vultures and cormorants are back.
So when the temperatures warm up (maybe I should say
IF the temps warm up), Spring will make its way into Wyoming.
For the month of March, Wayne and I received
193 reports for the Yard Bird Project. 90 species were
tallied from 80 locations in 20 states plus Yukon Territory.
The most reported species was again American Robin. In
second place was Sandhill Crane. No. 3 was Spotted Towhee (all reported in Montana and Idaho). Fourth place
was a 3-way tie between Dark-eyed Junco, Common Redpoll, and Western Meadowlark.
Wyoming Yard Bird List
Casper: Jeff Morton – White-breasted Nuthatch, Tammy
Brown – American Robin, Stacey Scott – Gray-crowned
Rosy-Finch, Rose-Mary King – Steller’s Jay, Barb Yonts –
Northern Flicker, Bob Yonts – Sharp-shinned Hawk, Chris
Michelson – Red-breasted Nuthatch, Casper College
Greenhouse – Turkey Vulture, Bruce Walgren – Redwinged Blackbird, Donna Walgren – Black-capped Chickadee; Buffalo: Deane Bjerke – Mountain Chickadee; Cheyenne: Barb Gorges – Downy Woodpecker, Mark Gorges –
Downy Woodpecker; Dubois: Anna Moscicki – Redwinged Blackbird, Michael Kenney – Mountain Bluebird;
Evansville: Bruce Walgren – American Wigeon, Donna
Walgren – Bufflehead; Glenrock: Magnus Trembath –
American Kestrel, Andrea Trembath – Dark-eyed Junco,
Cam Trembath – Sandhill Crane; Lander: Andrea Orabona
– Northern Harrier; Mills: Bruce Walgren – Black-capped
Chickadee; Togwotee Pass: Anna Moscicki – Brown
Creeper, Michael Kenney – Dusky Grouse; Ucross: Ruth
Salvatore – American Robin.
Thanks to all who helped with the Yard Bird Project in March!!! Let me know what you’all have been seeing; email to Piranga@bresnan.net or phone 234-7455.
Bird movements will continue to pick up as Spring is in
full swing!!!
Donna Walgren

THE RIPPLING WAY

M

ay – a migratory month, brings changes and anticipations that summer may actually arrive. But for
this month we revel in the amazing journeys our feathered friends make. The Environment for the Americas
had actually designated the second Saturday in May as
International Migratory Bird Day – but alas birds migrate
at different time in different places, so hence – every day
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is Bird Day! Here in these parts
May seems a good time to celebrate and hopefully learn more
about the migratory travels of
birds in our area.
On Thursday, May 9, Jacelyn, Dusty and I as well as volunteers from agencies and other organizations, will host an international migratory bird day at Edness Kimball Wilkins State
Park for some local classes whose teachers participated
in the Flying Wild Workshop back in March. Students,
teachers and parents will learn about all things birds as
they spend the day rotating through some fun and educational activities. Give me a call or an email if you would
like to help out.
If you feel like driving or will be in the vicinity of
Fort Collins on Saturday, May 11 the Rocky Mountain
Bird Observatory will be hosting banding activities, bird
walk along the Poudre River, a bike ride and more…
Check it out on their website: http://rmbo.org/v3/
InfoCenter/Events,Activities,andTours/
EventsActivitiesCalendar/tabid/136/ctl/Details/Mid/611/
ItemID/112/Default.aspx?SkinSrc=[L]Skins/RMBO/
skinning
May is also the month for the annual Big Day Bird
a thon on Wednesday, May 22. There’s still time to gear
up your teams, get your pledges and go count birds! This
is one of the biggest fundraisers for the Audubon Center
and every pledge helps. It’s birds + dollars and dollars =
birds. The more dollars, the more we can do for birds
and people!
For us working folks, finding the time to get out
birding can be a bit challenging so I thought I would try
“Audubon After Work” on Wednesday, May 29. My
thought would be to gather at Crossroads Park and enjoy
a social, unwind time from 5:00 – 5:30, then go birding
for an hour among the Cottonwoods and Platte River.
This is an “event in the making” so thoughts and help
would be welcome! I will be posting more details in the
paper, on the website and on Facebook.
Apologies if you tried to attend the Birds and Binoculars class – I couldn’t manage to get the road plowed
in time – but if you call to register, I will have a phone
number/email to contact you in case such a cancellation
is necessary in the future! Remember that the conditions
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in town might be very different than at the Center!
Thanks to volunteer Judi Meyer, who slaved
many hours in the basement, getting all things in order.
It is now possible to get to the bookshelves and find a
book! Amazing! Come and check it out!
The Audubon Rockies chapter call is scheduled
for Tuesday, May 21 at noon. Any chapter member is
invited to participate!
Hope May brings bird sightings and time outdoors!
Nature Center Supervisor—Wanda Peters

CHEYENNE BIG DAY BIRD COUNT MAY 18

C

heyenne - High Plains Audubon Society members
invite all birdwatchers to participate in the Cheyenne Big Day Bird Count May 18. The primary purpose of
the count is to see how many species are present in the
Cheyenne area at the peak of spring migration, mid-May.
There are several options for participating.
Early risers will be meeting at 6 a.m. at the Cheyenne Botanic Gardens parking lot to bird Lions Park for
about two hours. Late risers can join the group at 8 a.m.
at the parking lot, leaving to bird Wyoming Hereford
Ranch and the High Plains Grasslands Research Station
until early afternoon. Bring lunch, water and a lawn chair
if you plan to accompany the group that long.
Independent birdwatchers are encouraged to
submit their list of observations, including location, either
by calling Barb, 634-0463, or emailing bgorges4@msn.com, or stopping by for the tally at 4 p.m. May
19 at the Paul Smith Children's Village at the Cheyenne
Botanic Gardens.
There will also be a pre-Big Day potluck May 17
at 5 p.m. at the Cheyenne Botanic Gardens greenhouse
with a little warm-up birding afterwards in the park.
All Big Day events are free and open to the public. For more information, call 634-0463 or email bgorges4@msn.com, or see http://home.lonetree.com/
audubon.

CARDINALS FOR CAROL
by John L. Stanizzi

I

had seen them in the tree, and heard they mate for
life, so I hung a bird feeder and waited.

By the third day, sparrows and purple finches hovered
and jockeyed like a swarm of bees fighting over one flower. So I hung another feeder, but the squabbling contin-
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ued and the seed spilled like a shower
of tiny meteors onto the ground
where starlings had congregated, and
blue jays, annoyed at the world, disrupted everyone except the mourning
doves, who ambled around like plump
old women poking for the firmest
head of lettuce.
Then early one evening they came, the
only ones— she stood on the periphery of the small galaxy of seed; he hopped among the nuggets, calmly chose
one seed at a time, carried it to her, placed it in her beak;
she, head tilted, accepted it.
Then they fluffed, hopped together, did it all over again.
And filled with love, I phoned to tell you, over and over,
about each time he celebrated being there, all alone,
with her.
"Cardinals" by John L. Stanizzi, from Ecstacy Among
Ghosts. © Antrim House, 2008. Reprinted with permission.

HUMMINGBIRDS AT HOME HAS FLEDGED

A

udubon’s first all-digital, mobile citizen science program will build a continent-wide network of citizen
scientists to help uncover how hummingbirds are affected by climate change. Using a mobile-optimized web portal and smartphone apps, people from across the U.S. can
report their hummingbird sightings. The data collected
will guide Audubon in devising actions to help hummingbirds thrive despite climate change and other threats.
Please visit www.hummingbirdsathome.org for more information and to start logging your sightings!

Rufous Hummingbird
Courtesy of William Baldridge

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
~ ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGIONAL OFFICE ~
BUILDING AUDUBON ROCKIES
Brian Rutledge, Vice President, Audubon Executive Director, Audubon Rockies

I

am beginning to hear songs of Spring - a new beginning.
Welcome to our first E-newsletter. By going to
an electronic format, we save our precious trees and we
save the funds donors and members have entrusted to us
to do on-the-ground conservation. After all, that is why
you support us and that is why we are here. We all enjoyed the previous paper format, but given the times
and status of conservation and natural resources, we
hope that you will appreciate this change.
As you may be aware, Audubon Colorado and
Audubon Wyoming have merged offices to form Audubon
Rockies. We are committed to conservation and have
staff and programs in both states. We are stronger than
ever, regionally located in Fort Collins, Colorado, and involved in many initiatives; two of which I would like to
highlight:
The Western Rivers Action Network is a powerful
collaboration between Audubon New Mexico, Audubon
Arizona and Audubon Rockies addressing water issues
and conservation in the West, including the Colorado River. It’s powerful because of you. Over a thousand concerned individuals have already joined our cause including Chapter members and National Audubon Society supporters throughout New Mexico and Colorado. To learn
more, please see the Get Involved section within this Enewsletter.
The second initiative involves the Gunnison Sagegrouse. If you are unfamiliar, this is a majestic bird that is
sacred to Native American traditions. It is very unique as
determined by genetic studies and behavioral differences
that mark the Gunnison as a completely different species
from other grouse. And now, less than 5,000 remain. The United States Fish and Wildlife Service has
identified the Gunnison as being in danger of extinction
and is proposing to list the remaining few as
"Endangered." There is opposition to saving these
birds. We, at Audubon, see the need for the listing
as urgent. For more information, please refer to
the Policy section below.
Learn why birds are the barometers for the
health and stability of our natural environments. Visit
our website for frequent updates and information. Con-
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sidering supporting our efforts. Your dollars save birds it's that simple. Conservation is not possible without the
support of our members - thank you for all that you do!

COMMUNITY NATURALISTS
Program Update

A

udubon Rockies' Community Naturalists host teacher trainings and provide both classroom and outdoor activities for hundreds of students each year across
Wyoming and Colorado. We do this through our awardwinning, place-based education at our Audubon Center
at Garden Creek in Casper, WY, our Four Mile Ranch program in Pagosa Springs, CO, and with our mobile Community Naturalists who travel the entire Rocky Mountain
region. Reaching out to teachers and other youth leaders
has been a high priority of our program, which informs
participants of ways to utilize local resources and the outdoors in their teaching.
Recently, Audubon Rockies hosted a Teacher Reception at our Center at Garden Creek, where 15 local
teachers were introduced to natural resource professionals and other educators to advance and promote science
education in Wyoming. Representatives from Audubon
Rockies, BLM, Game and Fish, and Casper Mountain Science School were present. This event helped to
jumpstart our C.R.A.N.E. (Career Resources and Nature
Education) Leadership program, where high school students will have an opportunity to participate in hands-on
science programs that encourage and support scientific
studies and careers.
This spring, Audubon Rockies will contribute to a
new Science Seminar for high school students in Telluride, CO. Nearly a dozen organizations have partnered to
help seminar students learn the value of citizen science
through real-time ecology and wildlife projects. Audubon
Rockies will take students onto Telluride’s Valley Floor to
document the presence and breeding behavior of local
birds, with students utilizing E-bird to report their findings.
The word is out that Audubon Rockies provides
quality education that is inquiry-based, connected to
standards and FUN for teachers and students
alike! Please join us in congratulating our very own Community Naturalist, Dusty Downey, who was recently recognized by the international environmental organization
Project Learning Tree as an “Outstanding Educator” honoree. The combined efforts of all our education team
members continue to ensure that science is the foundation of our conservation education!

GET INVOLVED!
Western Rivers Action Network

D

id you know that 90% of Audubon's Central Flyway
birds spend part of their life along western rivers? Unfortunately, the health of these rivers and the
livelihood of the people and the wildlife that depend on
them are in jeopardy. A combination of drought, invasive
species, over-allocation and unsustainable management
are running our rivers dry. Many of the birds that depend on them, like the Western Yellow-billed Cuckoo and
Bell’s Vireo, are in decline, and the future of the communities and economies surrounding the rivers is uncertain.
Audubon’s Western Rivers Action Network
(WRAN) is a new initiative that is just starting to gain momentum. The purpose of the initiative is to build on the
good work that chapters and state programs have been
doing on rivers in the west and establish an active network of citizens in the Central Flyway to help protect our
western rivers for the benefit of both nature and humans.
Audubon’s Western Rivers Action Network hit
the ground running this winter with a flurry of activity in
state legislatures in New Mexico and Colorado and with
outreach at events in Arizona. Audubon supporters were
enlisted to ask their representatives to oppose legislation
in Colorado that would allow spring runoff to be hoarded
instead of increasing beneficial flows in the Colorado River. In New Mexico, Audubon helped defeat a proposed
pipeline that would divert water from the free-flowing
Gila River to other communities in southern NM. And in
Arizona, Audubon laid groundwork to engage the WRAN
in protecting priority bird habitat and conservation areas
along the San Pedro and Verde rivers.
The Western Rivers Action Network will need
help from the Audubon family as we rise to this historic
challenge to create healthier western rivers for the birds,
wildlife, and people. Fresh, flowing water...it is not just
for the birds.

POLICY
AT RISK FOR EXTINCTION:
THE GUNNISON SAGE-GROUSE

G

unnison Sage-grouse, a distinct species from Greater Sage-grouse, has been identified by Audubon
as one of the country’s 10 most endangered birds. The
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) announced in January their proposal to list them as “endangered” under the
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Endangered Species Act, and designation of more than
1.7 million acres of critical habitat. Specifying essential
habitat for species conservation, as required by law,
helps identify where to focus efforts to benefit the species.
Fewer than 5,000 birds remain among seven populations in Colorado and Utah. An estimated 500 - 1,500
birds are required to maintain a population. Shrinking
below this level can lead to greater susceptibility to disease and complications from inbreeding. The likely loss
of genetic variability would reduce fertility and survival,
limit the numbers and, in turn, make inbreeding even
worse. These isolated populations are challenged by conversion of sagebrush habitat to irrigated agriculture and
livestock grazing, residential development, expansion of
roads and power facilities, invasive plants like cheat grass
and human-altered fire patterns.

MURIE AUDUBON SOCIETY
ANNUAL SUMMER PICNIC
WHEN: 6:00 pm, August 14, 2013
WHERE: Audubon Center at Garden Creek
WHO: Murie members and Friends
WHY: FUN, CHAT, RECAP SUMMER ACTIVITIES, EAT!!!!!
Bring a covered dish to share and your plates
and utensils. Questions: Ann Hines—2663160

IMPORTANT BIRD AREAS (IBAs)
Why Create Flyways?

I

n the broad spectrum of biodiversity, birds are the
most visible and accessible indicators of the interconnectedness of life on Earth. As birds migrate, they depend on thousands of key sites where they feed and nest,
migrate and return. These sites are called Important Bird
Areas (IBAs). The National IBA Program has been part of
the National Audubon’s science efforts for over a decade. Recently, based on the new “flyway initiatives”
within the new National Audubon Society Strategic Plan,
Audubon Rockies was asked to coordinate the IBA program throughout the Central Flyway. Our task is to take
a fresh, comprehensive view of the IBAs in the Central
Flyway, and help coordinate efforts with the other IBA
programs focusing on the most important habitats and
birds. We feel this is an important first step in landscape
scale conservation planning, and will help provide a
method for prioritizing conservation activities and allocating limited dollars to ensure maximum conservation
outcomes across the flyway.
What are the expected outcomes?
* Improved quality of habitat *Improvement in targeted
species *Adding IBA sites to public lands by raising
awareness
*Expanding the network of conservation
partnerships *Assisting industries to make informed decisions based on science *Engaging communities in conservation efforts

SLATE OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS FOR
2013-2014

A

t our May membership meeting (Murie’s Annual
Meeting), we will vote for officers and board members for the 2013-2014 term. The slate is as follows
(nominations will also be taken from the floor at that
time):
President – Harry Martin
Vice-President – Andrea Trembath
Secretary – Kathy Davis
Treasurer – Stacey Scott
Directors (terms to expire May 2015) - Ann Hines, Bruce
Walgren, Chris Michelson, Donna Walgren
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HAZARDS FOR BIRDS

T

is the Season of Spring Migration!! As they have
done for so very long, many of the small songbirds
making their way northward fly at night. However, the
landscape they move through has changed over the
years. Every year seems to put more tall structures in
their migration pathway, which can impact the birds directly through collisions. Tall buildings with lighted windows can fool the birds into heading for the lighted
“opening.” To help reduce these deadly collisions, the
World Wildlife Fund (Canada) initiated the Fatal Light
Awareness Program (FLAP) – basically a “lights out” during night time hours. An article in Bird Watcher’s Digest
(May/June 2010) notes that the message in these efforts
is five-fold: Kill the lights, Save the birds, Reduce CO2
emissions, Save energy, and Save money.
Other tall structures that pose serious risks to
birds are power lines and wind turbines. These are particularly hazardous to larger birds. An article in Bird
Watcher’s Digest (Jan/Feb 2013) quoted a report from
the Journal of Applied Ecology a few months ago noting
that Golden Eagles tend to fly relatively low over mountaintops and ridges – areas most favored for wind-power
installations. Early deadly encounters involving Golden
Eagles occurred in the California Altamont Pass Wind
Farm area, located on 50,000 acres of rolling hills. They
are now working on replacing these old turbines with
more “bird-friendly” units. The very strong possibility of
eagle deaths has caused companies constructing wind
farms to request applications for eagle taking permits.
A report on the Audubon Wyoming website
notes that wind turbines and transmission lines also
cause indirect impacts, which are not as easy to quantify
– habitat fragmentation and/or destruction, and introduction of non-native and invasive species, to mention a
few of the problems. The Audubon report also points out
that power line poles provide nesting and perching sites
for raptors, resulting in increased opportunities for predation on ground-nesting birds. (Thanks to Daly Edmunds, Regional Policy Coordinator for Audubon Rockies,
and Wanda Peters, Supervisor at the Audubon Center at
Garden Creek, for the Audubon information.)
It should be noted that all this indicates that it is
not necessarily the source of energy that is the hazard, it
is more the location of that source.
Donna Walgren

10 THINGS YOU CAN DO FOR BIRDS
BY SUSAN TWEIT
Published: March-April 2013
1. Make your yard a bird oasis—Start by providing the
five basics: clean water, plants with flowers for nectar
and insects (songbirds feed insects to their young), fruitbearing plants to provide fuel for migration and winter,
layers of plants for cover and thermal protection, and
nesting habitat and materials. Native plants are key—
their architecture, flowers, fruits, and scents are ideal for
restoring the communities and relationships birds depend on. Yards that mimic surrounding natural plant
communities not only attract more kinds of birds, they
could help reverse the loss of urban biodiversity, according to new research.
2. Become a scientist - Everyday bird observations provide crucial data for scientists studying the big and small
questions about bird lives, from migration to the effects
of global climate change. You can help by becoming a
citizen scientist, observing and noting the kinds of birds
you see. Join the Great Backyard Bird Count—in 2012 it
tallied 17.4 million observations and 623 species, including an influx of snowy owls from the Arctic—sign up for a
local Christmas Bird Count, or enlist in a new effort to
track hummingbirds. Visit audubon.org/citizenscience for
more. Track your sightings on eBird, a website developed
by Audubon and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.
3. Create communities - Share your passion for birds with
family and friends. And expand your patch of bird habitat
into a larger urban oasis by working with neighbors and
managers of nearby parks, golf courses, and farms. You
will help restore habitat in linked corridors, multiplying
the effectiveness of each patch. Restoring bird habitat
can also help mitigate a city’s “heat island effect,” absorb
stormwater runoff, and combat the spread of invasive
plants. Consider starting or joining a program like Bird
CityWisconsin, which Milwaukee Audubon helped launch
and that’s modeled, in part, on the Arbor Day Foundation’s Tree City USA program. Sixty Wisconsin communities have been recognized as “Bird Cities” so far for habitat protection and forest management.
4. Forgo pesticides - Since Rachel Carson’s Silent
Spring was published five decades ago, pesticide use in
North America has grown to exceed 1.1 billion pounds
annually. Roughly eight percent of that is applied to yards
and gardens. One particular lawn-care pesticide, diazinon, has been implicated in more than 150 mass bird
die-offs. At the same time, U.S. researchers estimate that
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agricultural use kills 67 million birds each year. Pesticides
also cause longer-term, potentially lethal effects ranging
from eggshell thinning to neurological damage, and may
be linked to human food allergies.
5. Shop for the birds - Buy grassland-bird-friendly hamburgers. Conventionally produced beef comes from animals fed corn and soybeans, crops grown on what used
to be the great American prairie. Buying grass-fed meat
supports grassland birds, which, because of habitat loss,
are showing the most sustained declines of any bird
group in the United States. Switch to shade-grown coffee.
Each cup preserves roughly two square feet of rainforest.
Even lumber can be bird-friendly; woodlands certified by
the Forest Stewardship Council aim to conserve biological
diversity by protecting old-growth stands, monitoring
clear-cutting, and limiting pesticide use.
6. Join “Lights Out” - Glass-fronted buildings with bright
nighttime lighting may be architecturally pleasing, but
they’re deadly. Up to a billion birds—mostly migrants—
are killed in building collisions in North America each
year. The U.S. Lights Out movement began in Chicago,
where bird deaths at one building dropped by roughly 83
percent after the lights were turned off. Researchers estimate Chicago’s program saves 10,000 birds each year.
Audubon began a Lights Out New York program in 2005,
and now many of the city’s towers, including the Chrysler
Building and Rockefeller Center, turn off their lights from
midnight to dawn during peak migration season, September 1 to November 1.
7. Save energy, cut carbon emissions—The coal that
fuels many power plants in the eastern United States
comes from Appalachia, where mountaintop removal
mining has obliterated more than 750,000 acres of forests, destroying habitat in an area larger than Rhode Island. The United States is still one of the biggest contributors to global warming: The average American is responsible for 22 tons of carbon dioxide each year, more than
six times that of the average person globally. Leaving
your car at home twice a week—and walking or biking
instead—can reduce your emissions by two tons a year
(and it’s healthy for you, too). Make conservation a family challenge. Keep a journal and award points for conservation activities, including miles walked, biked, or covered on mass transit instead of driving; each time lights
are turned off when leaving the room; and unplugging
electronic devices overnight.
8. Part with plastics—The first plastic bags were produced in 1957, according to Worldwatch Institute, and
we now throw away 100 billion a year. Many eventually
wash into the ocean to join oceanic garbage patches,
drifting gyres of trash that spread over huge sea areas.
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Every year the floating “bladders” of these bags kill hundreds of thousands of seabirds—along with sea turtles
and marine mammals—which mistake them for jellyfish
and squid, and then starve to death after filling their guts
with plastic. Using less plastic also saves energy and,
thus, bird habitat. Plastic is made from petroleum and
requires energy—more fossil fuels—to go from oil to consumer good.
9. Curb your cats—Keep your felines inside or in outdoor
“kitty condos.” America’s estimated 150 million outdoor
cats kill serious numbers of birds—up to 3.7 billion a
year, according to a new report from the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and Smithsonian’s Migratory Bird Center.
Tiny radio transmitters affixed to gray catbird nestlings in
the Washington, D.C., suburbs by scientists from the
Smithsonian Institution and Towson University showed
that predators killed about 80 percent of those birds after
they fledged (more than was sustainable) and that cats
were responsible for nearly half those deaths. House cats
in the so-called “kittycam” study by University of Georgia
and National Geographic Society researchers carried tiny
video cameras. The footage shocked the cats’ owners,
revealing 44 percent of their pets were cutthroats; those
cats averaged one kill every 17 hours outdoors.
10. Adopt-a-species - Pick a bird species from your flyway
(choose from a list at audm.ag/AudPlan). Become an advocate for that species: work to protect and restore its
habitat, educate your community, talk with schoolkids, or
volunteer at a preserve or nature center. Learning about
“your” species will enrich your connection with nature
and give you a new understanding of the region where
you live.
(From: http://www.audubonmagazine.org/articles/
living/10-things-you-can-do-birds)
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