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WINGS OF THUNDER

O

ur first program of the year will feature a
short film on loan from the Jackson Hole
Wildlife Film Festival. Wings of Thunder is
a film about the Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge
located on the largest inland delta in North America. Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge (MBR) lies
in northern Utah, where the Bear River flows into
the northeast arm of the Great Salt Lake. The
Refuge protects the marshes found at the mouth
of the Bear River; these marshes are the largest
freshwater component of the Great Salt Lake ecosystem. Hundreds of thousands of waterfowl and
over 250 species of birds depend on the refuge to
either nest, or as an important stop over to refuel
CALENDAR
Sept. 14—Gen. Mtg.—7PM
Sept. 17—October newsletter dead
line
Feb. 9, 2013—MAS Annual Banquet,
see pg. 3
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during spring and fall migrations.
Please join us on Friday, September 14,
2012 at 7 pm at the Oil & Gas Conservation
Commission Building at 2211 King Blvd. for this
complicated balancing of supply and demand of
water. As always, the program is free and open
to the public!
Program Chairman—Bruce Walgren

ALONG THE PATHWAY WITH HARRY

W

elcome back to the continuing birding
cycle. I say that because we bird year
round, season after season. We begin
a new round of Murie Audubon Chapter Society
Board meetings followed by interesting and educational Murie Audubon Society Chapter general
meetings.
I wish to welcome everyone back. Thanks
again to our terrific Board members for their
hard work. It is a pleasure to be with such dynamic hard working and intellectual conservation minded group of folks who are members of
the Murie Audubon Society Chapter.
I was unable to get in much birding over
the past few months as I was caught up in
changing jobs and family obligations. But like
anyone pressed for time, I was able to do some
birding in my back yard, and while commuting to
work. I have settled down into working a part
time position with a local retailer. I meet a lot of
interesting folks in that store. The majority of
which, in my opinion, not as bright as the folks I
know connected with conservation and education. In short, I believe the race to save a buck,
or shave off some time, results in shoppers not
thinking about conservation or saving their environment.
While working at my job, I am asked for
help by customers on how to rid homes of those
pesky ants, flies, hornets, bees, spiders, and
other creepy crawly things that seem to invade

homes for whatever reasons. I calmly walk them
to what I call the "death-and-destruction" isle.
Here, one can find chemical bug bombs, pesticides, dust powders, spray cans of poison,
traps, and other things to bring instant satisfaction against all forms of multi-legged invaders. I
usually cringe when I work that isle. It's bad
business for nature and home owners whether
they know it or not. I say this because the home
owners not only kill beneficial insects, but they
are also poisoning their home and spreading
chemicals up through the food chain that ultimately effects us all. Long term chronic illness
could be the result of short term satisfaction.
I wish to share my thoughts on bug control. My low cost, low impact solutions won't
make money for my employer and the vendors
who supply us with those products, but I will
leave it to those readers to decide and share
their own test results.
First of all, I must ask you why must you
kill the bugs? Secondly, if you must kill the bugs,
do you have to kill all of them? Lastly, why poison your home in the process?
I offer these alternatives:
1. Don't kill the flies, they have a purpose in nature, maybe not your purpose, but they are part
of a food chain. We let the spiders catch and eat
the surplus flies. They do make webs and we
walk through them on the way to the kitchen and
yes, it's a bit of a mess, but when I look at the
webs and the collection of trapped flies, I know
that the spiders are doing their job and those
strands of unused webs are being used by humming birds to make nests to continue the cycle
of life.
2. Don't kill the ants. Why are they in your house
anyway? They are opportunists looking for food.
If your kitchen isn't clean, then they are only doing their job finding crumbs to feed their young.
Better to keep the house clean and not invite
them in. If they do come in, I have found a solution of water and dish-washing soap work wonders to discourage the scouts from coming into
your home. They will not continue into your
home if you spray their trails with soapy water. I
have learned you can't stop them from coming
in, but that they will not follow the scouts if the
trail is washed away. Less expensive and dan-
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gerous to you and the environment. Keeps your
house clean as well!
3. Don't kill the wasps. They are beneficial insects that eat pesky bugs. Are they building a
nest under your eaves? Why not leave them
alone? If you have to get rid of them, then try my
magic formula of dish-washing soap and water.
Again, they don't like soapy water as the soap
irritates their exoskeleton to no end. Set your
spray bottle for stun (mist) and squirt away.
They will leave the area and not take any interest in you, the source of spray. Their waxy
coated bodies can't tolerate the soapy spray and
will soon leave.
4. Don't kill the yard and garden bugs. What are
the Robins supposed to eat? Not all birds eat
bird seed. You want to attract a natural bug control? Birds will gladly enter your yard to eat
“them bugs”. A win-win situation as I see it.
Feed the birds and save the planet.
Gee, I wonder what grasshoppers taste
like anyway? Many cultures get their dietary protein by catching and eating many insects.
Maybe we should learn to eat bugs in addition to
fast food burgers and greasy French fries. I can
go on and on about this, but I can't. Just know
that marketers don't care about your health and
well being. You have to decide how to live with
nature. Save your money and learn how to live
with the bugs. They were here long before bug
spray was ever invented and they are needed to
sustain the food chain.
Welcome back birders, let's go birding.
President—Harry Martin, 307-258-1255

J. L. “WOODY” WOODEN TO SPEAK
AT MURIE’S 2013 ANNUAL BANQUET

T

he Murie Audubon Annual Banquet,
scheduled for February 9, 2013, at the
Parkway Plaza, will feature guest
speaker J. L. “Woody” Wooden. An article in a spring issue of the Casper Star Tribune
entitled “Still Life,” reflected on the career of a
Powell, WY, photographer who retired last
spring from his faculty position at Northwest
College.
I was intrigued by the story of Wooden –
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a photographer, teacher, Vietnam veteran, the
shooter of lightning, world leaders, war, wildlife,
and of course, “birds.” Woody’s image of a
“coyote and grizzly in Yellowstone National
Park” appeared in the April 2012 of Wyoming
Wildlife.
Health problems that Wooden traces
back to Vietnam have pressured him to retire,
but if you ask him, he’ll reply “there’s life as a
photographer after teaching.”
Wooden’s award-winning career began
as a combat medic in the U.S. Marine Corps.
His war exhibit collection now resides at the University of Massachusetts, Boston.
After the Vietnam War, Wooden found
himself in a promising cinematography career
documenting forest fires for Walter Cronkite’s
CBS news program. Wooden’s war injuries impeded his ability to carry around heavy motion
picture equipment, so he turned to still cameras
and his skills took him across the United States
in a pattern that was unpredictable and allencompassing.
Wooden’s vocational history includes
years as a forensic photographer for both the
Tucson Police and Pima County Sheriff Departments. He also continued work in commercial
and advertising photography. While living in
Santa Barbara, CA, Wooden was commissioned
to photograph then President Ronald Reagan
for an American Cancer Society fundraiser. It
was on this assignment that Wooden says he
made one of the biggest mistakes of his career
—trying to move past a secret service agent by
telling him he needed to get a better angle “to
shoot the President.”
While living in Nevada, Wooden was
commissioned by MGM Entertainment to do a
promotional portrait of Tommy Tune. Ansel Adams invited Wooden into his home to “talk
shop.”
One of Wooden’s long standing passions
has been capturing lightning on film, becoming
one of the nation’s leading experts on lightning
photography. He has also published a two volume thesis on the subject. To view on line go
to: http://www.jlwoodywooden.com/ and http://
jlwoodywooden.smugmug.com/
Through all his multi-faceted career,
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coming in second. Calliope Hummer was no. 3,
and Black-chinned Hummer was in fourth place.
Wyoming Yard Bird Report
Casper: Ann Hines – Rufous Hummingbird,
Chris Michelson – Chimney Swift, Keith James
– Loggerhead Shrike, Ed Reish – Yellow Warbler, Garden Creek Audubon Center – Whitebreasted Nuthatch, Rose-Mary King – Western
Tanager, Gloria Lawrence – Western WoodPewee, Jim Lawrence – Calliope Hummingbird,
Sandy and Miguel Leotta – American Goldfinch,
Judy Logue – Northern Saw-Whet Owl, Casper
College Greenhouse – American Robin, Bruce
Walgren – Western Kingbird, Donna Walgren –
Cedar Waxwing; Alcova:
Barbara Reish –
Western Tanager; Dubois: Anna Moscicki –
Green-tailed Towhee, Michael Kenney – Northern Goshawk; Douglas: Billie Snell – Blackheaded Grosbeak; Hiland: Bruce Walgren –
Common Raven; Nowood: Donna Walgren –
Chukar; Riverton: Suzanne Hargis – Hairy
Woodpecker, Bob Hargis – Vesper Sparrow;
Ucross: Ruth Salvatore – Sandhill Crane.
Thanks to all who helped with the Yard
Bird Project in July!!! We are moving into Fall
Migration Season; which can offer many possibilities!!! (By the way, if anyone would like a
copy of the complete July Yard Bird Project list
or you are not on the Project email list, let me
know, piranga@bresnan.net, 234-7455).
Donna Walgren

SIX TIPS FOR BETTER FALL
MIGRATION
Tip #1: Make migration safer for birds:
It has been estimated that as many as
975 million birds are killed each year in North
America in collisions with glass windows and
buildings. Fall may be the worst time for window
strikes because of the number of inexperienced
young birds flying through unfamiliar territory
that includes so many invisible barriers. Among
the offerings in the BWD Nature Shop you'll find
FeatherGuard, a product that is uniquely effec-

PLAINS & PEAKS

tive at reducing strikes because it combines
bright color, motion, and the birds' natural aversion to loose feathers. Learn more about
FeatherGuard at www.birdwatchersdigest.com/
shop.
Tip #2: Attract birds to your yard by installing a water feature:
Because many migratory species such as
warblers and vireos tend to stay high in the treetops, they often go unnoticed in our backyards.
Moving water can be a great way to lure some
of these winged treasures down into plain view.
If you think buying a filtered pump or dripper for your birdbath is too complicated or too
expensive, the Water Wiggler is a perfect solution. Just two D-batteries will keep the device
running continuously for two months. Its unique,
silent agitator runs 24 hours a day, creating continuous ripples in water.
Tip #3: Keep your feeders well-stocked:
Don't miss out on the action: Hummingbirds are moving; goldfinches are breeding and
showing off their brightest plumage of the year.
Fall is also prime time for rarities due to migration and post-breeding dispersal, so make sure
your feeding station is well-stocked and ready
for business. Remember, a migrating bird is a
hungry bird!
Tip #4: Gear up:
Planning ahead and organizing your gear
goes a long way out on the birding trail. When
you're out birding, you want to spend more time
looking at birds and less time juggling between
your binoculars, field guides, and water bottles.
Keep your equipment secured in a good field
bag or backpack. Wear a bino harness to keep
your binoculars handy and comfortable.
Tip #5: Get your optics in shape:
This is the calm before the storm. Before
the rush of migration sets in, take a few minutes
to inspect your optics, clean them up, and get
them ready for action. Make sure you have the
proper equipment for cleaning lenses and keeping your optics safe and secure in the field. If
you've been thinking about upgrading your binoculars, now would be a great time. Clean, quality optics mean more birds and more fun!
Tip #6: Review Your Field Guide:
Many of our migrants, especially the war-
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Wooden has taught photography. In addition to
NWC, he’s been on faculty rosters at colleges in
Texas, California, Alabama and Nevada.
“Woody’s” photographic images can be
found in many private celebrity collections and
have been exhibited in museums across North
America, from the Guggenheim in California to
the Canadian National Exhibition. Overseas, his
work has been hung in Europe and China. The
images on exhibit documented his travels – from
a photo safari in Tanzania to trips across China,
Greece, Cambodia and Vietnam.
I invite you to peruse “Woody’s” websites
and to mark your calendar, reserve the evening
and share “A Retrospective – Images by J. L.
“Woody” Wooden,” a man whose camera has
captured the world.
Karen Anfang—2013 Banquet Chair

jured birds seemed at an all time high.
People are noticing and caring about
birds! The question is how do we keep them
caring, learning and getting them involved?
September seems to be filling up quickly
with school groups and the Game and Fish Outdoor Expo.
The Center is a great place to spend
some time in September! Come visit – the wild
turkeys, the magpies, the squirrels, the deer with
fawns have been entertaining and delighting
visitors these past few weeks.
Hope the birds find their way to your binoculars.
Nature Center Supervisor—Wanda Peters

BIRD NOTES

THE RIPPLING WAY

A

s I write this, Garden Creek is only a
trickle and the grass, shrubs and trees
seem to be begging for some moisture. I
realize how often I take for granted the water in
the creek, the ability to water and the presence
of clean cool water when I turn on the faucet. My
thoughts have turned to conservation—how
can I conserve and limit my use? Will it matter?
I have to think that it will!
I keep having to add pages to the summer visitor log (not a bad task). There were
over 600 recorded visits in July alone, and 372
participated in programs during that month.
The calls about bird identification and in-

W

e still have fires and smoke here in
the Mountain West, but the bird
“seasons” are starting to change.
Most of the “kids” are grown up, fall warblers (so
perplexing for some of us!!) are on the move,
and shorebirds are also beginning migration
southward. Hummingbirds are also on the
move; as usual, lots were reported in July for the
Yard Bird Project, as were Black-headed Grosbeaks. 5 species of hummers (including one in
Ecuador), 6 species of raptors, and 7 species of
woodpeckers are on the July list.
For the month of July, Wayne and I received 184 reports for the Yard Bird Project. 88
species were tallied from 71 locations in 14
states plus Yukon Territory, Ecuador, and Hawaii. The most reported species was Blackheaded Grosbeak, with Rufous Hummingbird
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blers, look completely different in their nonbreeding plumage. Review some of the species
you are likely to encounter in your area, reminding yourself of key field marks and noting the
overall shape and impression of the birds. Fall
migration is prime time for migrating shorebirds
and raptors, so you'll want to pay special attention to these groups.
If you're looking for resources to help you
distinguish between similar species, check out
Identify Yourself by Bill Thompson, III. Entire
chapters are devoted to identifying confusing
sparrows, fall warblers, shorebirds, gulls, and
other birds.
(From BirdWire—an e-newsletter by the
publishers of Bird Watchers Digest.)

COLORADO BLACK SWIFT
WINTERING GROUNDS ARE FOUND
IN BRAZIL
FUTURE RESEARCH MAY LEAD TO
NEW WYOMING RECORDS

I

magine that in 2009 there was still one bird
species in North America whose wintering
location was still unknown. And imagine that for
that same bird species, few of its nesting colonies had even been found until the late 1990s.
Let me introduce the black swift, the
North American subspecies (not that the southern subspecies is better known).

THE BACKYARD NETWORK

G

ary (The Birdhouse Guy) Freeman in
Cheyenne, Wyoming sent the below
message to the WyoBirds Listserve.
Hey Bird Lovers—I just thought
I would let you know of a new bird radio program
called "The Backyard Network" Radio Program.
We are on 1480 KRAE from 8 - 9 am Saturdays (MST). If you can't pick up our signal,
you can listen to us on our website, http://
www.1480krae.com/birds.asp.
We talk about everything from birds, bats,
feeders, bird watching, how to attract birds to
your yard, bird identification, binocular purchase
and adjusting, etc, etc.
I hope you all can join us. We like to have
"experts" on the program from time to time as
well and invite your friends to listen.
Take care and Happy Birding.
Gary (The Birdhouse Guy) Freeman
Cheyenne - Wyoming
http://www.1480krae.com/birds.asp

At 7.5 inches long, the black swift is
longer than our local chimney swift by 2 inches
and its wingspan is an 18-inch curve. Swifts are
perpetual bug-eating flying machines that might
be mistaken for swallows but look more like flying cigars with wings.
The first black swift was documented in
1857 on Puget Sound in Washington State, and
the first nests in 1901 in California sea caves
where ocean spray kept them moist. By 1919
intrepid egg collectors found their nests behind
mountain waterfalls.
In the 1950s, Owen A. Knorr made the
black swift his master’s thesis at Colorado University in Boulder, making a concerted effort to
look for nests in Colorado by learning mountain
climbing skills and developing a system for predicting which waterfalls would be nest locations.
He found 25 colonies, each with a handful of
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mossy nests stuck to tiny rocky ledges, each
one holding one nestling.
In 1997, Kim Potter was one of two biologists beginning a new swift search.
A year later, Rich Levad got hooked on
looking for them and joined her in organizing
surveys through the Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory, infecting others with swift enthusiasm
along the way.

only existed if he could hold the collected specimen, the dead body, in other words.
I spoke recently with one of Levad’s protégés, Jason Beason, director of special projects
at the Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory and
lead author of an article about a black swift
breakthrough published in the Wilson Journal of
Ornithology this past March about finally discovering the black swift’s wintering grounds.
Every August, black swift adults leave
each morning to collect food and later at twilight
they slip back to feed the young. This is when
researchers hope to see them.
Levad learned that training field observers increased their abilities to find swifts, upping
known Colorado colonies from 27, including
Knorr’s found in the 1950s, to 86, but it wasn’t
until mist netting was tried in a couple of narrow
canyons that it became apparent how many
swifts were eluding detection.
Banding the captured swifts and recapturing many of them the following years showed
how loyal they are to nest sites.

(Rich Levad)
I met Levad and Potter in 2005 when
Wyoming Audubon members helped them find
flammulated owls in Wyoming’s Sierra Madre
range. Already one year into a diagnosis of Lou
Gehrig's disease, Levad was soldiering on impressively.
When he had to cut back on field work,
Levad started writing “The Coolest Bird, A Natural History of the Black Swift and Those Who
Have Pursued It,” still making edits the day before his death in 2008. You can find the 152page, free edition provided by the American
Birding Association online at www.aba.org/
thecoolestbird.pdf.
It’s a great read about an exciting bird
and many memorable characters—check out
the scathing exchange between Knorr and a dignitary in Arizona who believed a bird species

(Carolyn Gunn, Kim Potter of the U.S. Forest
Service, and Jason Beason, Rocky Mountain
Bird Observatory's special monitoring projects
coordinator.)
Beason, Potter, and another of the paper’s authors, Carolyn Gunn, wanted to strap
recorders on the birds to find out where they go
in winter, but most equipment is designed to attach to a bird’s leg and swifts hardly have a leg.
They never walk. If they land at all, they cling to
vertical surfaces. It’s thought that for some swift
species, non-breeders stay aloft for a year or
two.
Enter the British Antarctic Survey, which
had developed a micro geolocator that works off
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day length to determine location and archives the data every 10 minutes for a year. One was
strapped on the back of each of four black swifts about to leave Colorado September 2009.
Beason and his team were able to recapture three of the four swifts in the fall of 2010 and
download and process the data. If you want the technical description and don’t subscribe to the
Wilson Journal, email Beason, jason.beason@rmbo.org, for the digital manuscript.
Beyond doubt, at least these black swifts, from two colonies in Colorado, winter in the Amazon basin of western Brazil. Next summer, Beason plans to outfit a few swifts from Idaho to see if
they winter there, too.
There are also a few other documented black swift colonies in the West, including Montana
and Utah, and of course, the gazillion in Colorado, but none in Wyoming, probably “just because
nobody’s gotten out and looked up there,” Jason told me.
So I asked him how we could help, thinking of that flammulated owl survey, but also realizing that few of those same people are capable of climbing up to waterfalls off the beaten track,
much less hiking out in the dark after the swifts come home.
Beason said to let him know of any small grants he could apply for. It wouldn’t take much,
maybe $1000, to add a stop next summer on his way to Idaho, to check out where Knorr thought
he once saw a black swift flying at Grand Teton National Park. Grants, schmantz. I have a better
idea: crowd sourcing, or the Tinkerbelle solution. If all of us made a small contribution, we might
add a breeding bird species to the Wyoming records.
To support next summer’s survey, please send contributions by the end of January 2013 to:
The Richard Levad Memorial Fund (earmarked for Wyoming Black Swift Research), Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory, P. O. Box 1232, Brighton, CO 80601-1232.
If you contribute online at www.rmbo.org, click on the “Chip in” button on the home page and
then, in the first step’s drop-down menu, choose the “Other” option. Or call Rachel, 303-659-4348,
ext. 17, during business hours.
By Barb Gorges, Special to the Wyoming Tribune Eagle
(Pictures were added by Editor.)

AUDUBON ADVENTURES

W

ell, faithful Audubon Adventures sponsors, or welcome new, it is that time of year again. I contacted quite a few teachers in the spring for continuing
Audubon Adventures. I had great difficulties trying to
reach them through email. I will be contacting those that
couldn’t reach earlier, by phone in the next couple of
weeks. I have about sixty classes enrolled now. There
are some new topics for this year. Wanda has sent out
information to all teachers through the consortium. Hopefully, we will reach come new people. I do have a few
new ones. You have been wonderful in the past and
hope you will consider being a sponsor once again this
year.
Education Chairman—Ann Hines
(See Audubon Adventures “Thank You” on the next
page.)
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