PLAINS
&
PEAKS
MURIE AUDUBON

Vol. 46 — Iss. 4 — APRIL — 2012
VOL. 43 - ISS. 7

OCTOBER 2009

Casper Wyoming - Monthly Publication
http://www.murieaudubon.org

WYOMING
LAND TRUST

T

he April program
will be presented
by Kathryn Boswell,
Director of Public
Education and Outreach for the Wyom i n g
L a n d
Trust. Topics will include an overview of
the Wyoming Land
Trust, general information about conservation
easements,
and the role of conservation easements in the conservation of the Greater Sage-grouse. The Wyoming Land
Trust is also leading the efforts to make 500 miles of existing fencing in key western Wyoming wildlife migration
CALENDAR
April 13—7PM—MAS Gen. Mtg.
April 14—Field Trip—see pg. 7
April 15—June 15—Wyoming Birding
Bonanza
April 18 - Deadline for May articles
April 21—ACGC clean-up day
Bird ID Classes—see pg. 3
May 15—Birdathon—Harry’s &
Wanda’s article
June 22-24—Wings Over Carbon
County Birding Weekend
Every Thursday—Brown Bag Lunch
with the birds—ACGC
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routes wildlife and livestock friendly at no cost to
landowners.
The Wyoming Land Trust is a private, nonprofit organization that works with landowners to conserve
Wyoming’s natural and agricultural resources
through the use of conservation easements. The
Trust was founded in 2000 by a group of ranchers,
teachers, and local business owners who wanted to
provide landowners, particularly working ranches,
with a voluntary way to conserve their land and the
wildlife habitat and agricultural heritage it supports.
A conservation easement is a voluntary legal agreement between a landowner and a land trust that restricts certain uses of the land in order to conserve
its agricultural and natural values forever. The Land
Trust, in turn, ensures that landowners comply with
the terms of the easement.
Conservation easements typically prevent subdivision for residential or
commercial development while providing tax benefits
for the landowners.
Please join us on Friday, April 13, 2012 at 7PM at
the Oil and Gas Conservation Commission Building,
2211 King Blvd. to learn more about conservation
easements and their role in maintaining open spaces
and protecting habitats.
Bruce Walgren

ALONG THE PATHWAY WITH HARRY

S

orry for not making it
to the March General
Meeting. I was somewhat distracted and
could not attend. Some
announcements I wanted
to make follow below.
We have a new MAS VP!
Yes, that's right, I am
pleased to announce that
Lisa Fujita, has accepted
the position of Vice
President on the Murie
Audubon Society Chapter Board. Please welcome Lisa as she settles into
this important position. I do not plan to go anywhere
and I hope to remain on the board for another term
as your President. Lisa will be acting as my backup
in case I'm unavailable for a board meeting or the
monthly general meeting.

Nominees and Elections for Board Members. If
you know of anyone interested in serving on the
MAS board, please contact Donna Walgren, the
Election/Nominee Chair. MAS has openings on the
Board and would appreciate any tips for new candidates. Specifically, we could use a Membership
Chair, a person who can work for MAS to recruit new
members. You may also contact me if you need
more info at 307-258-1255.
IBA info to be added to Murie Audubon Website.
For those members who would like to see more information concerning Important Birding Areas (IBAs)
added to our website, stay tuned to Murieaudubon.org. I am currently compiling a list of IBA links to
assist us in the process to submit sites for IBA to National Audubon.
MAS is your Audubon Chapter. The Board is looking for local Casper conservation projects. Here is
your chance to get involved. Please forward new
ideas to any Board member for any special projects
that you would like to see get started or worked on.
Exciting new programs from Wanda Peters at the
Audubon Center at Garden Creek. Stay tuned for
some exciting programs from Wanda. She also tells
me that Wyoming Audubon is changing their name
to Audubon Rockies. I don't want to steal her thunder, so I expect to hear more exciting news about
changes in National Audubon and how it effects us
in the future.
Bird-A-Thon: Seems like we are setting our birding
sights for a new $10,000 goal. Bart Rea is the mastermind behind this project. He tells me that WE
NEED SPONSORS to make this happen. All we
need is to find sponsors to pledge any amount (He
suggests anywhere from $0.10 to $1.00 per species)
to a birder with eagle eyes for spotting any species.
On May 15vChris Michelson will be leading this
year's Bird-A-Thon starting at 5:30AM at the truck
stop located at Hat Six road exit from the 25 highway, at the Dorrie Lou Restaurant. The first stop will
be the Sage Grouse Lek, just down the road. Knowing Chris, I'm sure he will help everyone spot at least
a thousand different ducks. Ok, maybe an average
of 120 different species. If you are an out -of-towner,
here is your chance to rack up a new birding record
in and around Casper. DON'T MISS THIS EXCITING BIRDING EVENT! Call Bart Rea (234-4363) or
Chris Michelson (234-8726) for more details. In addition, you can also pledge any amount to MAS or the
Audubon Center at Garden Creek.
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Lastly, I am currently researching details on getting
MAS a page in FaceBook. When I get that can of
worms worked out, I'll be letting MAS know the details. I have visited National Audubon's FaceBook
page and I have to say that it's quite impressive. I
don't want to replace our current website, but to leverage the tools and links to hopefully recruit new
birders into MAS. Many younger fans of FaceBook
pages could potentially be recruited into MAS to
strengthen out birding membership. The reality is
that social networking sites are here to stay and we
need to be following the trends. I'll let you know
more when I get the details figured out.
As always, forward any concerns or issues to me at
307-258-1255.
Thanks and good birding,
Harry Martin, Pesident MAS

THE RIPPLING BROOK

T

here was a part i c u la r
sn ag
along the trail here at
the Nature Center
where I would see
birds perch, woodpeckers search for
food, and evidence of
use by a host of species. This standing
dead tree was often
noticed and photographed by both children and adults. It
had a stark beauty which reminded one of the importance of natural cycles. I couldn’t help feel a little
sadness when I realized it had fallen during a windstorm a few weeks ago. Nature has a great way of
reminding us that change is constant, whether it is
subtle changes over time, or a noticeable 3 second
event. It will be a different lesson now, as the dead
tree lies in pieces on the ground. Will woodpeckers
still feast? What will take up residence in it now that
it has fallen? How long will it take before it becomes
part of the soil?
April, May and June will once again bring you opportunities to brush up on your bird identification skills.
Murie Audubon and Audubon Rockies (formerly
Audubon Wyoming) join forces to offer a series of
classes and field trips. Take one or take them all! A
$3.00 donation per class helps support the work of

Audubon Center at Garden Creek. Evening presentations are held mostly inside at the Audubon Center
at Garden Creek. The Saturday classes are outdoor
field trips to various locations.
 Thursday, April 19 6:30—General bird identification, binocular use and tips on effective use of
a field guide. We will have time to practice our
skills outside!
 Thursday, April 26, 6:30—Waterfowl, Saturday
April 28 field trip—exact place TBD.
 Thursday, May 10, 6:30—Birds of Edness Kimball Wilkins State Park, Saturday May 12 Field
trip to Edness Kimball Wilkins State Park.
 Thursday, June 7 6:30—Birds of Rotary Park
and Casper Mountain, Saturday, June 9 Field trip
 Raptors and raptor field trip—dates TBD
April 21, 2012 Celebrate Earth Day by helping to
clean up the Audubon Center at Garden Creek! I am
currently looking for a few “crew leaders” who will
oversee various projects and someone to organize
food and drink for that day. There are both inside
and outdoor projects, and a variety of jobs to be
completed.
Tuesday, May 15—Do you like bird watching and
want to support the Audubon Center? Get your
friends, family, co-workers, and strangers to pledge
money for the annual bird-a-thon to help support the
Center! Pledges can be per species or just a set donation. Then get the binoculars and spend the day
counting birds, the more eyes, the more species and
that equals dollars for Center operations and programming. Just call me or Bart Rea (234 4363) if you
would like help getting started.
Even if that day
doesn’t fit your schedule, you (and your team) can
do it a different day in May–the important thing is to
get those pledges and get out and count! $10,000 is
the goal this year, that exceeds last year’s amount
but I think we can do it and have a darn good time in
the process!!!
Thank you all for your dedication to birds, and for
helping the Audubon Center at Garden Creek to
thrive!
Nature Center Supervisor—Wanda Peters
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AUDUBON BEGINNINGS

As you might expect, the boys in Lucy Audubon’s
classes spent a lot of their free time in the woods
and along the river – especially trying to bring down
various wild creatures with a gun or bow and arrow.
(Because of their abundance, passenger pigeons
were one of their favorite targets.) Years later, Grinnell wrote “my present impression is that the little
boys of Audubon Park – all of them – ought to have
been sent to some reform school.”
It was assumed that young George would carry on
the family business, and so he attended Yale University. But time spent at the Audubon house and hearing of naturalist Audubon’s work and adventures
turned his interests to the outdoors. Then in 1874,
he dissolved the family business (much to his father’s disappointment) and began studying vertebrate paleontology under Othniel C. Marsh at Yale,
going on several expeditions to the west with him.
Frank Graham also notes that Marsh’s friend, General George Custer invited Grinnell to join his 1876
expedition to explore the Big Horn Mountains. However, because of his work at Yale, he had to decline–
thus escaping the massacre at Little Big Horn!

GEORGE BIRD GRINNELL

B

est known as an explorer, naturalist, a big game
hunter, and his work with American Indians of
the Old West, George Bird Grinnell really made his
greatest impact in the field of conservation. He was
born in 1849 to a wealthy and influential family. His
father owned an investment business in New York
City. In 1857 the family moved to upper Manhattan,
to an area along the Hudson River called Audubon
Park – the retirement estate of painter/naturalist
John James Audubon. After Audubon’s’ death in
1851, the estate was subdivided and prosperous
families moved into the area from a growing New
York City.
The widow Lucy Audubon still lived on the estate
along with her sons and grandchildren. Frank Graham, in The Audubon Ark, recounts how in her
house, Lucy taught classes to her grandchildren
along with the other children in the neighborhood,
including young George Grinnell. He was particularly fascinated by the many artifacts in the Audubon
house – antlers, muzzleloaders, powder flasks, bird
skins, paintings.

Meanwhile, as a big game hunter, Grinnell had been
writing articles for Forest and Stream, one of the
most prestigious national sportsman’s journals. This
publication had been having some financial difficulties, and the Grinnells, father and son, were buying
shares of the publishing company; young George
later became the magazine’s editor.
Shortly after becoming editor, Grinnell began to be
concerned about the widespread destruction of common birds. One aspect of this was the great popularity of birds’ feathers on women’s fashions. Sportsmen were also noticing the decrease in numbers of
mammals, birds, and game fishes.
In the early 1870’s, gunners and anglers looked
upon themselves as members of a fraternity of “true
sportsmen” with a code of conduct: giving game a
sporting chance, practicing proper etiquette in the
field, and possessing an aesthetic appreciation of
the whole context of sport that included a commitment to its perpetuation. This was patterned after
the European aristocratic beliefs.
A book published in 1885, Hunting Trips of a Ranchman, received much attention and mostly enthusiastic reviews. Among the things discussed were Minnesota grouse, Montana buffalo, Great Plains antelope, and Dakota bighorn sheep. This young wildlife
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enthusiast/big game hunter was Theodore Roosevelt. However, Douglas Brinkley writes in The Wilderness Warrior, his biography of TR, that one mixed
review caught Roosevelt’s attention – George Bird
Grinnell said Roosevelt generalized too much about
the western species he encountered, failed to discuss color variations properly, and made other zoological inaccuracies. On the other hand, Grinnell
liked Roosevelt’s freshness, spontaneity, and enthusiasm.
Brinkley writes: “Roosevelt stormed into the offices
of Forest and Stream demanding a meeting. Always
cordial, Grinnell agreed, and they sat together for
hours going through Hunting Trips almost page by
page. To Roosevelt’s surprise, the erudite editor
seemed to know more about bighorn sheep and
white-tailed deer than he did. Once Roosevelt’s
bruised ego was salved, the conversation turned to
conservation issues, specifically big game protection. By the time Roosevelt left, no lingering animosity or grudge would spoil his new friendship with
Grinnell; when it came to saving wildlife the two men
were in sync.”
In 1886 Grinnell created an organization in hopes of
reversing the destruction of America’s birds and wildlife; he called it the Audubon Society. He actually
named it after Lucy Audubon, in honor of all she had
done for him and the other children in their youth.
The new society collected no dues, and for a time at
first was included in the pages of Forest and Stream.
Its readers found a mixture of fact and entertainment, along with prose that drew enthusiastic response, but not very effective action.
Then in 1887 Grinnell and Roosevelt, along with
other prominent sportsmen, co-founded the Boone
and Crockett Club. This organization was the first to
deal effectively with conservation issues on a national scale, playing an important part in creating and
administering the first national parks, forest reserves,
and wildlife refuges. (It should be noted that Grinnell
is credited with the original idea for the Club.) John
F. Reiger writes in American Sportsmen and the Origins of Conservation that these were the formative
years of Roosevelt’s development as a future leader
of the conservation movement.
Grinnell’s Audubon Society only lasted a couple
years but it had 50,000 members; and the support
for bird and wildlife conservation continued to build.
In February 1896 Mrs. Augustus (Harriet) Hemenway in Boston began working on an organization to
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protect birds; the new group was called the Massachusetts Audubon Society. Frank Graham notes
that the current Audubon movement dates directly to
that day in Boston.
An additional note of interest – at Murie’s Annual
Banquet and Fundraiser in January 2006, our guest
speaker Wyoming Wildlife editor Chris Madson
noted that in 1886 Grinnell camped on a creek on
the edge of Bates Hole, south of Casper; he wrote
“Looking up from the tent at the edge of the bluff
above us, we could see projecting over it the heads
of hundreds of sage grouse, and as those standing
there took flight, others stepped forward to occupy
their places. The number of grouse which flew over
the camp reminded me of the old-time flights of passenger pigeons that I used to see when I was a boy.”
In The Passing of the Great West John Reiger writes
“Until 1929, when he was struck down by the first of
a series of heart attacks, Grinnell continued to be an
important figure in most of the environmental campaigns of his day. Often he was ahead of his time;
with the present concern for conservation and ecology, it is worthy to note that he was protesting such
problems as air and ocean pollution 50 years ago.”
Grinnell’s obituary in the New York Times in 1938
referred to him as the “father of American Conservation.”
Donna Walgren

BIRDING WEEKEND IN
SARATOGA, WY

T

he Wings Over Carbon County Birding Club is
having a special birding weekend June 22, 23
and 24 in Saratoga. We would like to extend an invitation to anyone interested in joining us for a fun
filled weekend.
The main focus of the weekend will be on just plain
fun. This will be a no frills event. Everyone is responsible for their midday lunch and beverages plus
transportation to and from the birding areas.. The
cost of this weekends fun will be $50 per person.
Please plan on registering early as it makes planning
a event such as this much easier. All events are
subject to change according to weather conditions.
Schedule Of Events
 Friday Evening—6 to 8 PM--An picnic will be
hosted by club members in the backyard of Fran-
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cis and Janice Bergquist, 1104 Club Court. We
will discuss the weekend activities at this time.
Directions to the home will be provided upon request via email or by calling 307-326-8073
 Saturday, 7 AM to 2PM—A field trip is planned
but the location will be decided later when snowpack levels will allow us to plan, club members
will provide a continental breakfast but bring you
own lunch and beverages.
 Saturday, 5:30 PM—A sit-down dinner, included
in the fee, will be held at Medicine Bow Lodge.
Steve Loose from the US Forest Service will be
our guest speaker again this year.
 Sunday, 7 AM to 10 AM—Location of field trips
will be decided later.
 10:30 AM—Club members will provide a hot
breakfast at the home of Bob and Carol Randall
and we will close out the weekend with some
more bird watching on their property along the
Platte River
Please
email
Francis
Bergquist,
fcbjmb@hotmail.com for more information. Please
send your check for registration to: Joanne Jensen,
PO Box 725 Encampment Wyoming 82325.

Snowy owls in North America usually leave their
summer breeding grounds by the Arctic Ocean and
head south late fall. Adult females travel the shortest
distance before establishing winter territories, with
males and juvenile females continuing on. Juvenile
males travel farthest, especially if prey becomes
scarce. Cold is not a problem. All snowies stay warm
with feathers covering their toes and nearly engulfing
the tips of their beaks.
There are migrant snowies to be seen every winter,
according to Christmas Bird Count data, in south
central Canada, Montana, the Dakotas and New
England. During 50 percent of winters they will fan
out a little further, to the Pacific Northwest and the
upper Midwest, east through eastern Canada. They
make it as far south as Wyoming and the central
Great Plains 30 percent of winters. Experts admit
they don't know entirely what drives this species'
nomadic migration.
This year has been note-worthy for the number of
sightings in 31 states as far south as Texas. It could
be that birdwatchers are better connected than
ever before, thanks to the Internet. Observations
aren't just scribbled in someone's notebook-they are
shared and mapped.
But there are also a lot of birds, sometimes in
groups. The thought is that the lemmings were particularly fertile last summer and provided enough
prey that a bumper crop of young snowy owls
fledged. Each pair can raise up to 12
young, compared to the two or three chicks our resident, similarly-sized, great horned owls raise per
year.

SNOWY OWLS' VISIT A SIGHT TO
BEHOLD
(This edition of Bird Banter, about Snowy Owls, was
published Mar. 25, 2012, in the Wyoming Tribune
Eagle, Cheyenne, Wyo.)
By Barb Gorges

T

hanks to Hedwig, millions of children may recognize a snowy owl. She was Harry Potter's
companion in the books and movies. How many of
those children, some now adult, have caught a
glimpse of these nearly snow-white owls during this
winter's invasion?

It's most likely it was juvenile snowy owls people
were observing and photographing this winter. They
have the brown barring-horizontal stripes-across
their bodies, though adult females have some also.
The adult males are pure white.
In the February issue of Prairie Fire, an alternative
Nebraskan newspaper, Paul Johnsgard reports that
in the previous 35 years, a total of 21 snowy
owls had been brought in to the Raptor Recovery
Nebraska facilities in Lincoln. However, between December and mid-January, 10 more snowy owls were
picked up. Nine were emaciated and didn't survive.
It makes me wonder how well the snowies are competing with local hawks. Do they prey on the same
species of rodents?
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Or maybe the problem is their hunting techniques.
Unless a landscape is totally snow-covered, snowies
really stand out. I saw my first one in a
spruce tree by Old Main on the University of Wyoming campus winter of 1980-81, but more typically
people see them in the grasslands, perched on a
rise, a fence post or a utility pole.
They sit motionless, waiting for prey, or walk about
looking rather than flying. Unlike most owls, they are
diurnal, active in the daytime. Their
hearing is sharp. They can locate potential prey under the snow. They also take ducks and shorebirds.
Snowy owls are circumpolar, meaning they breed
in the polar region from Alaska through Canada,
Greenland, Scandinavia, Russia and Siberia. The
Birds of North America Online species account reports their conservation status, whether populations
are increasing or decreasing, is unknown. Apparently, no one has spent enough time in the polar region to find out, though one scientist who went found
snowy owls can seriously wound humans too close
to their nests.
If you missed the invasion, probably ending at
the end of March, take a look at a three-minute YouTube video at Cornell Lab of Ornithology's channel,
www.youtube.com/user/LabofOrnithology for closeups.
Visit http://www.allaboutbirds.org, another free
CLO resource, to read about snowy owl natural history and hear one calling.
At CLO's free Great Backyard Bird Count site,
http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/, you can "Explore
the Data" and see where snowy owls were seen
Feb. 17-21.
And finally, if you are willing to register, at no
cost, you can access www.eBird.org and its huge
database to look at maps and compare sightings
from year to year.
Most of what is known about sightings in Wyoming this winter, including one near Burns, appeared
in posts to the Wyobirds e-list. Sign up for free at
HOME.EASE.LSOFT.COM/archives. Click on Wyobirds. It's a great way to keep in touch with birders
across the state.

FIELD TRIPS


Saturday April 14. Meet at 5:30 AM at the east
side Safeway parking lot to go to the Hat Six
Sage Grouse Lek. While the number of birds is
reduced at this lek, it is still a wonderful show. In
addition to this lek, Murie counts several leks on
the Two-Bar ranch. For more details about this

field trip, or if you are interested in counting
grouse on those leks, call Stacey Scott at 2620055.

BIRD NOTES

A

t the time of this writing, we have been experiencing some unusually warm weather here in
Wyoming.
Perhaps that will move more birds
through neighborhoods.
For the month of February, Wayne and I received
168 reports for the Yard Bird Project. 77 species
were tallied from 65 locations in 14 states plus Tasmania. Redpolls continue to be numerous, but only
one each of species usually abundant at this time of
year – Red Crossbill, Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch,
Cassin’s Finch, Dark-eyed Junco, and Bohemian
Waxwing. Robin numbers are increasing, and Redwinged Blackbirds are showing up. 9 species of raptors were reported, many visiting neighborhoods and
yards with feeders. The No. 1 species reported was
American Robin. Common Redpoll dropped down to
second place, sharing that honor with Pine Siskin.
Third place was a 4-way tie with Black-capped
Chickadee, Downy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker,
and Red-winged Blackbird. Fourth place was a tie
between Bald Eagle and Sharp-tailed Grouse.
Wyoming Yard Bird Report
Casper: Chris Michelson – Common Raven, Jim
Brown – Red-winged Blackbird, Ed Reish – House
Finch, Jeff Morton – Northern Flicker, Ann Hines –
Merlin, Rose-Mary King – Black-capped Chickadee,
Bryce Fuchs- Am. Kestrel, Casper College Greenhouse – Common Raven, Stacey Scott – Graycrowned Rosy-Finch, Donna Walgren – American
Crow; Buffalo: Deane Bjerke – Cassin’s Finch; Dubois: Anna Moscicki – Three-toed Woodpecker, Michael Kenney – Boreal Owl; Sundance: Jean Adams – Bald Eagle; Ucross: Ruth Salvatore – Cedar
Waxwing.
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Thanks to all who helped with the Yard Bird Project in February!!! Winter appears to be running out of steam
(tho that remains to be seen!!) Hopefully, the next few weeks will bring some interesting birds into your
area!!! Send your bird info to Donna Walgren, 4311 S. Center St., Casper, WY 82601, or email to Piranga@bresnan.net. or phone 234-7455. Good Birding!!!
Donna Walgren

WYOMING BIRDING BONANZA

S

ince spring seems to be right around the corner, I thought it would be a great time to announce a birding
event being sponsored by the University of Wyoming Museum of Vertebrates and the Berry Biodiversity
Conservation Center that we're calling the Wyoming Birding Bonanza! The WBB is a statewide
birding event that is free and open to the public with the aim of promoting birding and the sharing of sightings across Wyoming.
More information can be found on our website (http://www.uwyo.edu/berrycenter/vertebrate-museum/birding
-bonanza/index.html), but here are a few key points.
1. The WBB will run from 15 April - 15 June 2012 2. All it entails is going birding and submitting those observations to eBird (www.ebird.org). If you're unfamiliar with eBird, don't worry, it's super easy. Go to the
website, signup and submit your observations. The eBird folks have put together many tutorials covering
just about everything you could want to know, including tips on how to count birds, how to define localities, and even tricky identifications. Be st of all, they will never send you anything!
2. There are prizes!! We are awarding prizes on a county-by-county basis. Many counties in Wyoming are
extremely underrepresented in the eBird database and we'd like to begin to change that.
We will be continuing to add content to the website (including a mock-up of the t-shirts we are making) in the
next couple of weeks and will also be posting current results throughout the event.
Lastly, please encourage your friends and neighbors to participate as well. Birding in your backyard is a
great way to get involved! Along those lines, I'd like to thank Audubon Wyoming, Cheyenne High Plains
Audubon and Meadowlark Audubon for helping us get the word out!
Please don't hesitate to contact me with any questions or requests for additional information.
Matt Carling, Asst. Professor Department of Zoology & Physiology Berry Biodiversity Conservation Center
University of Wyoming www.uwyo.edu/carlinglab, (PH.) 307.766.6169, mcarling@uwyo.edu.

I

BIRD CAMS

went searching the Internet for BirdCam nesting sites and found the following. The first site has a lot to
choose from—some are not active yet so check back if interested in that particular bird. On some sites
you have to put up with Ads but most you can sip in 5 seconds or so and then watch the video.
Lots to look at all over the world - http://www.viewbirds.com/
Osprey—http://ospreynest.info/ospreycam.php
Bald Eagle—Iowa—http://www.alcoa.com/locations/usa_davenport/en/info_page/eaglecam.asp
Barn owl – Chula Vista, California - http://owlchannel.com/live.html
Barn Owl – Nicasio, CA - http://www.ustream.tv/channel/nicasio-owl
Anna’s Hummingbird – Victoria, British Columbia, Canada - http://www.ustream.tv/channel/hummingbirdsup-close
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Allens’ Hummingbird – Aliso Viejo, CA - http://www.ustream.tv/channel/ourhummingbirdnest-com & Orange
County, CA - http://phoebeallens.com/
I received a BirdCam last year for my birthday and never got it up and running so got it out about a week
ago to learn about taking pictures outside. The camera is motion activated and has a flash option for night
photos. My better pictures were of critters so I guess I should call it a CritterCam! First picture was taken
Sunday night (March 25) at about 11:45 PM—caught red-handed. The second picture was earlier in the day
and isn’t he (she) so c-u-t-e!

