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BIRDS AND WILDLIFE OF BELIZE

obin Kepple, Regional Information Specialist with the Wyoming Game and
Fish Department, will be the guest speaker at the May meeting.
Known as Mother Nature’s Best Kept Secret, Belize is a haven for
birdwatchers. Between 65-70% of Belize is still covered by native forest,
providing a home to more than 500 species of birds native to Central America. The
jungle is also home to magnificent wildlife species such as black howler monkeys,
spider monkeys, Morelet's crocodile, anteaters, bats, tapirs, jaguars and many others. Dolphins, rays, saltwater crocodiles and manatees make their homes along
the coast of Belize. The country is also the site of many historic cultural ruins, including the ancient Mayan city of Lamanai. But Belize's spectacular natural attractions may be at risk from deforestation, pollution from poor agriculture practices
and an extremely poor human population. Join wildlife enthusiast Robin Kepple as
she shares photos and insight from a recent birding trip to Belize.
The program will be on May 13 at 7 pm at the Oil & Gas Conservation Commission Building at 2211 King Blvd. The program is free and open to the public!
ROBIN KEPPLE and Program Chair—BRUCE WALGREN
CALENDAR
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ALONG THE PATHWAY WITH HARRY

S

ummer is fast
approaching as
the spring drizzle lingers on. I
ride my motorcycle
home from work as gas
prices are putting pressure on everyone. I
normally wait till it gets
a little warmer, but the motorcycle is a really
good hedge against the rising commuting
costs.
I spotted a Golden Eagle feasting on
road kill at the side of the road. I remember
one time where I had a windshield full of eagle
as it tried to land next to a deer for a road
side snack. It was crossing the road to make a
spot landing which can be difficult when cars
get in the way. I sigh in relief, as this time, the
bird was already feasting away. The last thing
I need is a collision with a bird as big as my
motorcycle. Sometimes, I ride down the 487
to meet the 77 south. There are some eagles
down there that hang out, a regular crowd,
watching for a free meal. They spot me, miles
away. As long as I keep moving, they sense no
danger. If I stop to get a closer look at them,
they fly away.
Sometimes, one of my sons ride with
me. Birding and biking is a great way to get
out and watch birds. We cover about 100
miles in a big loop of highway. Tony will spot
the birds as I navigate. Sometimes we get
lucky. We can stop and watch the eagles from
about fifty yards away.
Moving on to a different topic, May
starts a break from the board meetings. I, for
one, am looking forward to more riding and
birding. Also, the Nomination Committee has
confirmed that key board members have
decided to stay on and serve for another year.
I want to thank all those Board members who
have chosen to volunteer their precious time
to support the Murie Audubon Society. MAS
would have a difficult time without their support. We still have vacancies to fill and I'm
hoping we will have some members to step up
and fill these positions. The positions I wish to
fill are: 1) Vice President and 2) Membership
Chair.

Please see me at our next General
meeting if you are interested in helping out.
MAS really needs volunteers to help fill our vacant positions. The Vice President would just
be my backup in case I cannot attend a meeting. The Membership Chair would be the person who helps bring in new MAS members,
and help keep the membership strong. I know
I sound like a broken record, but I need to
keep asking until I get these positions filled.
Won't someone out there please step up to
the challenge?
Lastly, I want to again thank all those
members, who have been receiving their MAS
newsletters via snail mail, for switching over
to electronic delivery. It is saving MAS time
and money. We have a fresh new website
where you can find our newsletter in PDF format. If you haven't already switched over, I
would like to encourage you to do so. Thanks
again to all the folks who continue to help out.
We also have an electronic donate button on
our website, a great way to renew your membership or just help out by using an electronic
payment process by using PayPal.
Good birding, and I sincerely hope you
have a great summer.
President—HARRY MARTIN

SLATE OF OFFICERS AND BOARD
OF DIRECTORS FOR 2012
PRESIDENT—HARRY MARTIN
VICE-PRESIDENT—OPEN POSITION
RECORDING SECRETARY—SUSAN MARTIN
PROGRAM CHAIRMAN—BRUCE WALGREN
CIRCULATION/MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
JAN WHITNEY
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR—OPEN POSITION
EDUCATION CHAIR—ANN HINES
NEWSLETTER EDITOR AND WEBSITE
ROSE-MARY KING
HOSPITALITY CHAIR—OPEN POSITION
CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
BRUCE & DONNA WALGREN
MIKE SZYMCZAK
PUBLICITY CHAIR—J.P. CAVIGELLI
FIELD TRIP CHAIR—STACEY SCOTT
BANQUET CHAIR—KAREN ANFANG-BROWN
EMERITUS—BART REA, LOIS LAYTON
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2012
BOB YONTS, J.P. CAVIGELLI, ROSE-MARY KING,
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KATHY DAVIS, WILL WATERBURY, KARL OSWALD.
TERM EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2013
CHRIS MICHELSON, FRED EISERMAN, ANN HINES, BRUCE & DONNA WALGREN.
Election on May 13 at the General Meeting.

NEMESIS BIRDS

L

ast month we asked readers and members to share their experiences of their quest to
find that specie of bird that they just haven’t been able to add to their list(s). In the interim, fellow WyoBird contributor R.T. Cox, asked us if he could address this topic for an
article in WyoFile, the online nonprofit news service. Mr. Cox has given us permission to
reprint the following article; our thanks to him and to WyoFile!!!
“Nemesis,” when used while referring to birds which do not cooperatively reveal themselves, is a euphemism for an opportunity for swearing. Well, at least for some of us.
Some birders are patient. Me, not always, but I can be. A driver took me to a riparian forest along the Indus River in Ladakh, a predominantly Buddhist prefecture within Muslimdominated Kashmir. I was hoping to see the magnificently beautiful Old World thrush, the
bluethroat. Quietly creeping through the bushes and leaves, I spotted the bird perched on a
low limb, facing away from me. This was my last day in this habitat, and this bird would not
turn around. I crouched soundlessly for hours, well, minutes actually, but a lot of minutes. The
word “nemesis” went through my head, along with some unprintable ones.
I communicated telepathically with that bird. I made promises to deities which don’t exist. I made pledges to bird-favoring organizations — anything to get that bird to turn around. I
waited and waited, despairing, knowing that it was just going to fly away. It hopped into the
air, time slowed down, it flapped its wings, I held my breath. It turned a perfect 180 and landed
on the very same perch, facing me in acceptable light. The striking alternating red and blue
throat and chest were unmistakable. I could cross the bluethroat off my nemesis list.
But there are others which have eluded me: dickcissel, McCown’s longspur, five-striped
sparrow, black-billed cuckoo, among others. These are not rare birds. I should have them.
Two well-known Wyoming birders with much more knowledge and experience than I,
Bruce and Donna Walgren, recently posted an invitation on the Wyoming bird listserv for birders to post names of birds they had not found, or stories of birds they had found. This invitation elicited a lot of response, and with the Walgren’s permission, I am mining this material.
Like me, University of Wyoming faculty member David McDonald has not found the
black-billed cuckoo in Wyoming. But while searching a Michigan forest for the extremely rare
Kirtland’s warbler, to his great surprise, he found the cuckoo. Plus he found the warbler. He’s
two up on me.
Noted Casper trial lawyer Pat Dixon confesses that most red and green birds are his
nemeses; he is red and green color blind.
Others listed: bushtit, MacGillivray’s warbler, Virginia’s warbler, dusky grouse, American
three-toed woodpecker and great gray owl, all of which can be found in Wyoming and none of
which are rare. But they are not reliably easy to find.
New Jersey resident Rollin Deas contributed Connecticut warbler, only to stimulate this
response from McDonald:
“Seeing a Connecticut Warbler shouldn’t really be any harder than snowshoeing solo
across Antarctica. Here’s how. Go to Michigan’s Upper Peninsula in June or July. Look straight
up for several hours (you can visit a chiropractor and osteopathic surgeon later). Continue to
gaze steadily upward until the pain has mutated to numbness. Disregard the thousands of
mosquitoes that are rapidly depleting your blood supply (you can eat iron-rich foods later, if
you survive). That little yellow spot you see in the canopy of the giant pines, just before you
pass out is ….. maybe …. a Connecticut warbler. Since any sense of shame or guilt, and most
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of your brain function, will be unlikely to return in the event that your circulation does, you will
be able to add it to your life list in perfectly good conscience.”
This was followed by news that a Connecticut warbler had been spotted by several birders at Seedskadee National Wildlife Refuge right here in old Wyoming in 1988.
Stacey Scott, longtime renowned birder whose day job as a rancher restricts his perambulations, keeps missing Ross’s goose, a diminutive cousin of the Snow goose, even though
people keep reporting them at Soda Lake just north of Casper.
Fred Lebsack wants a harlequin duck. Hard to find in Wyoming, but someone is reporting
a long-tailed duck on the Bighorn River near Thermopolis as of April 2. (I would be suspicious of
an April 1 report of this usually pelagic species.)
While people are confessing which birds they have not seen, biologist CJ Grimes from
Worland lists three species which I have not seen either: black-backed woodpecker, McCown’s
longspur and Baird’s sparrow.
Elwood Bracey of Maryland replied to the invitation, naming Harris’ sparrow, a bird I
have seen only a couple of times in Wyoming. I asked if he had any anecdotes, and this is his
reply: “My wife’s great-grandfather, Edward Harris, funded and accompanied JJ Audubon on
his trip up the Missouri River in 1843. Audubon named this sparrow for his benefactor Harris.
Actually this species had been first collected in Missouri in 1834 by Thomas Nuttall. Our daughter lives in Ten Sleep, WY, where we’ll be visiting in May and I thought it would be nice to find
this lifer with Edward Harris’ (1799-1863) great-grand-daughter along in Wyoming. I understand it sometimes winters in eastern WY but is not common. It was one of the last NA passerines to have its nest and eggs described, and has managed to elude me all my adult life but
admittedly I’ve never been in its wintering area at the right time of year. In spring it should be
in easily recognizable plumage and I’d like any help I could get finding one.”
If anyone has advice, please let us know.
The discussions sparked by Bruce and Donna led a lot of people to participate, including
several from out of state. I hope none of them mind that I reported their posts here, but I don’t
think anyone posting on the listserv has an expectation of privacy.
Maybe next, Bruce and Donna could collect stories of the most exciting birding moment
in Wyoming, or the most dangerous birding moment in Wyoming, or the most beautiful or ugly
bird sighting…There’s no end to the possibilities. What a great way to build community participation in shared interests.
R.T. COX
RT (Randall) Cox is an attorney and author, WyoFile board member and columnist,
bird-watcher, dragonfly collector, hunter and fisherman, non-profit tax fixer, political independent who lives in Gillette, travels in Belize, Bhutan, Sumatra, Tibet, and Dull Center.
WyoFile is an independent, nonprofit news service focused on the people, places and
policy of Wyoming and can be found online at www.wyofile.com.

DUSKY GROUSE
KIRTLAND'S WARBLER
BLACK-BILLED
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BIRD NOTES

W

e are definitely
into
Spring
Migration Season – every day brings
more birds. Robin-song
is heard first thing in the
morning (well, maybe not in Whitehorse!!)
and Red-winged Blackbirds (the boys, that is)
are back. Here in Casper, we've had reports
of Mourning Doves, meadowlarks are singing,
and kettles of Turkey Vultures have been
seen. More species of waterfowl are showing
up, Yellow-headed Blackbirds are being seen,
and Swainson’s Hawks are back.
March birds – For the month of March,
Wayne and I received 214 bird reports with 82
different species tallied. These observations
came from 87 different locations in 18 states
plus the Yukon, India, Belize, and Argentina.
As noted, robins and meadowlarks are making
their presence known, and various sparrow
species are being seen, along with Dark-eyed
Juncos. There was also a nice variety of raptors reported (10 species). American Robin
was the most reported species, followed by
Western Meadowlark. In third place was Darkeyed Junco. Fourth place was a 4-way tie between Great Horned Owl, Sandhill Crane,
Black-capped Chickadee, and Spotted Towhee.
Wyoming Yard Birds
Casper: Pat Classen – Red-winged Blackbird,
Cecil Foote – Western Meadowlark, Jeff Morton
– Red-winged Blackbird, Lois Layton – Spotted
Towhee, Casper College Greenhouse – Double
-crested Cormorant, Chris Michelson – Great
Horned Owl, Rose-Mary King – Mute Swan,
Garden Creek Audubon Center – Cassin’s
Finch, Bruce Walgren – Turkey Vulture, Donna
Walgren – American Robin; Cheyenne: Barb
Gorges – Turkey Vulture; Buffalo: Deane
Bjerke – Red-breasted Nuthatch; Dubois:
Anna Moscicki – Dark-eyed Junco, Michael
Kenney – Great Gray Owl; Evansville: RoseMary King – Red-winged Blackbird; Evanston:
Patti Gorman – Cooper’s Hawk, Gillette: Tim
Gorman – American Robin; Grey Reef: Bruce
Walgren – Hooded Merganser; Alcova: Donna
Walgren – Townsend’s Solitaire; Lander: Andrea Orabona – Great Horned Owl; Lovell:
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Glen Olsen – Great Horned Owl; Sundance:
Jean Adams – Common Redpoll; Whitehorse:
Bruce Bennett – Northern Goshawk, Seth Bennett – Common Redpoll.
Thanks to all who helped with the Yard
Bird Project in March!! The migrants continue
to arrive; let us know what you’all are seeing.
You can send your sightings to Donna Walgren, 4311 S. Center St., Casper, WY 82601,
or email to Piranga@bresnan.net, or phone
234-7455. Have a great month!!!
DONNA WALGREN

FIELD TRIPS REPORTS

O

n April 9th, bright and early, we had
our annual trip to see the Greater
Sage-grouse at he Hat 6 Lek. There
were 9 cocks, and at least 3
hens.
There are too many houses
too close for the sage-grouse. I've been visiting this lek for about 60 years, and it really
hurts to see so few birds. We also saw lots of
birds on our way back from the lek. We
stopped at the pond on Elk Horn Creek
beside the new church. Here is our list for the
day:
Great-Blue Herron, Canada Goose,
Green-winged Teal, Mallard, Blue-winged Teal,
Shoveler, Gadwall, Widgeon, Redhead, Ringnecked Duck, Lesser Scaup, Common Merganser, Bald Eagle (in the distance and I think it
was a bald based on profile while flying), Redtailed Hawk, Golden Eagle, Sage-Grouse, Killdeer, Great-horned Owl, Horned Lark, Robin
Red-winged Blackbird, Meadowlark.
Field Trip Chair—STACEY SCOTT

T

he April 16th field trip was to Ayres
Natural Bridge and Glendo Reservoir.
The road into Ayres Natural Bridge
produced
two
Wilson's
snipes which posed on the ground in the
sunlight to give great views. Not many
birds in the park other than a couple of singing song sparrows and an out-of-place mountain chickadee. The old road to Glendo produced a number of American white pelicans
and a couple of great blue herons.
Glendo
Reservoir was quite full for this time of year
and produced a couple of horned grebes in
nice breeding plumage and a couple of common loons.
Very few waterfowl on the
lake. The cabin area produced a number of
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tree swallows. The road down to the power
plant produced a singing canyon wren and a
Say's phoebe.
The wet land produced a Sora before
the rain started. There were quite a number
of turkey vultures over the canyon along with
a pair of red-tailed hawks. Townsend's soli
taire and mountain bluebirds were found in
the park.
Not a bad trip for this early in the season. Good birding to all.
CHRIS MICHELSON

THE WOLF’S TOOTH

by Cristina Eisenberg, © 2010

T

his book could almost be a primer for
ecology. The author delves into the
ideas of biodiversity, food webs, trophic levels, and keystones by way of
discussing her work in several ecosystems.
Ms. Eisenberg is a conservation biologist at
Oregon State University, studying how wolves
affect forest ecosystems in the western United
States. She has worked in Glacier National
Park, Isle Royale, Yellowstone, and on the
west slope of the Rocky Mountains in northwestern Colorado.
Studying interactions and behavior patterns of elk, deer, moose, wolves, cougars,
coyotes, and bears in Glacier, it was noted
that impacts of elk on the aspen community

were greater than those of the other ungulates. After wolves recolonized Glacier, the
aspens began to bounce back – and it was discovered that of all the major predators, the
wolves had the biggest impact on elk feeding
behavior, keeping the animals from staying
too long in each aspen location. As a result,
the aspen were not over browsed, allowing
more regrowth. The same thing was seen after the reintroduction of wolves into the Yellowstone ecosystem, along with observations
of songbirds and small mammals moving into
the woody browse species, which now had
more substantial canopy.
The author notes that “predator-prey
relationships play an essential role in channeling energy flows within ecological communities,” and this holds true for all sorts of ecosystems, from the Bering Sea to rocky shores
to montane meadows to the Serengeti. In
1935, American ecologist Aldo Leopold talked
about how predators help increase species diversity and how their presence affects all
things in the food web from prey to plants. In
other words, energy produced by plants eventually makes its way to the top of the food
chain. This energy flow moves through the
ecosystem in “trophic levels” from producers
(plants) to consumers (prey) to the top predators.
Eisenberg writes that as early as 2,500
years ago the Chinese noticed this “predatorprey” relationship and used predators to
lessen crop damage. In their orchards, farmers established nests of predatory ants to reduce the numbers of caterpillars and boring
beetles.
The Wolf’s Tooth is a fascinating look
into the science of ecology, discussing interactions and relationships in a wide variety of
ecosystems. It is well written with clear explanations of the basic principles surrounding
keystone predators, trophic levels, and biodiversity.
DONNA WALGREN

PESTICIDES AND BIRDS

W

ith the spring season upon us,
homeowners have begun to work
in their yards and gardens. The
goal of a weed-less monoculture
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lawn and vegetable
garden lead many to
use readily available
pesticides. As defined
by the EPA, a pesticide
is “a substance intended to repel, kill or
control any species
designated as a “pest,”
including weeds, insects, rodents, etc.” More specifically, an herbicide is designed to kill plants, weeds or
grasses; and insecticides are specifically used
to kill or prevent the growth of insects. Unfortunately, these chemicals may have wideranging effects on non-target species such as
flowers, vegetables, shrubs, trees, people,
pets, birds, and other living organisms.
According to the EPA, American homeowners annually dump 90 million pounds of
herbicides and pesticides on their lawns,
mostly for aesthetic purposes. Pesticides are
most commonly found as liquids or pellets and
are either sprayed or broadcast on the target
areas. These application methods create the
risk of exposure, not only to the person applying the pesticide, but also to any subsequent
person or animal that it comes in contact with,
within the target area.
According to the Beyond Pesticides web
site: “Of the 30 commonly used lawn pesticides, 13 are probable or possible carcinogens, 13 are linked with birth defects, 21 with
reproductive effects, 15 with neurotoxicity, 26
with liver or kidney damage, 27 are sensitizers and/or irritants, and 11 have the potential
to disrupt the endocrine (hormonal) system.”
According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
“Endocrine disruption has the potential to
compromise proper development in organisms, leading to reproductive, behavioral, immune system and neurological problems, as
well as development of cancer. Effects often
do not show up until later in life.” Children
take in more pesticides relative to body
weight than adults, and they have developing
organ systems that make them more vulnerable and less able to detoxify toxins. Studies
find that dogs exposed to herbicide treated
lawns and gardens can double their chance of
developing canine lymphoma and may increase the risk of bladder cancer in certain
breeds by four to seven times. Many com-
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monly used pesticides are toxic to birds, fish
and aquatic organisms, and bees. For example, many weed and feed types of granular
herbicide/fertilizers contain 2, 4-D as the herbicide component which can be toxic to birds.
The granules are easily mistaken as seeds
and may be consumed before they perform
their desired function.
Organophosphate and carbamate insecticides pose a worse threat to wildlife that
most herbicides. These types of chemicals
affect the nervous system by inhibiting an enzyme from breaking down a neurotransmitter.
This neurotransmitter then accumulates, increasing nerve impulse transmission, leading
to nerve exhaustion and, ultimately, failure of
the nervous system. The respiratory muscles
are the most critical muscle group affected,
and respiratory paralysis is often the immediate cause of death.
Pesticide-killed insects become a readily available food source for birds and serve as
another means of exposure. Once a bird is
killed by a pesticide, it will likely be eaten by a
bird of prey or a mammalian scavenger, which
can then in turn be poisoned. Raptors such as
Red-tailed Hawks and Great Horned Owls often feed on pesticide-poisoned prey. Birds
are amongst the most vulnerable species to
pesticide exposure as they are very mobile
and are difficult to exclude from areas that
have been treated with pesticides.
Now that we have discussed reasons to
be very careful with any pesticides, what may
be done to control pests in our yards and gardens? There are ways to control pests without flooding our yards with pesticides. Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is an effective
and environmentally sensitive approach to
pest management that relies on a combination of common-sense practices. IPM programs use current, comprehensive information on the life cycles of pests and their interaction with the environment.
Before taking any pest control action,
you need to decide if the pest population is
such that action must be taken. Sighting a
single pest does not always mean control is
needed. Not all insects, weeds, and other living organisms require control. By rotating between different crops, selecting pest-resistant
varieties, and planting pest-free rootstock you
may be able to prevent infestations. If it is
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determined that some kind of controls are
needed, effective, less risky pest controls are
chosen first, including highly targeted chemicals, such as pheromones to disrupt pest mating, or mechanical control, such as trapping or
weeding. If these less risky controls are not
working, then additional pest control methods
would be employed, such as targeted spraying of pesticides.
Organic and non-toxic chemical-free
pesticides are also available. If your source of
lawn and garden supplies doesn’t seem to
have them, ask anyway, they won’t stock it if
no one asks for it.
In my research for this article, I found
several web sites that offer alternatives based
upon specific pests or situations. You may
even be able to battle an insect infestation
with other insects (lady bugs, preying mantis,
etc.) Attracting birds to your yard can also be
beneficial to insect control. The following web
sites may be helpful to you: npic.orst.edu/
index.html; http://www.pesticideinfo.org/; and
www.beyondpesticides.org/
Also, don’t forget that you may contact
your local county horticulturist or master gardener. If you do use pesticides, please follow
the instructions, or if you are uncomfortable
applying them yourself, hire someone who is
licensed to use them.
BRUCE WALGREN
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REDUCE, REUSE AND RECYCLE

An Update for Natrona County Residents

T

he city of Casper recently had a
grand opening for the new Special
Waste and Diversion Facility at the
landfill. The new facility in on the
east side of the street as you approach the
landfill, you no longer have to go in by the
scale. The facility was built for people and
small businesses to drop off chemicals, propane tanks, poisons, fluorescent light bulbs,
and other hazardous items. If you aren’t sure
if they will accept something that you would
like to dispose of, call 235-8246 for more information.
This facility accepts hazardous
items at no charge and without appointment
from Natrona County residents Monday
through Saturday from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
You may learn more about recycling in Casper
at
the
City’s
website:
http://
www.casperwy.gov/BalefillLandfill/tabid/283/
Default.aspx
BRUCE WALGREN

ANNUAL SUMMER
PICNIC

AUGUST 10, 2011
WESTSIDE
C ENT ENNIAL
SHELTER—SEE MAP AT LEFT
TIME—6PM
BRING A POTLUCK DISH AND
SERVICE. MEAT PROVIDED
CONTACT—ANN HINES—2663160
OR GLORIA LAWRENCE—266-2574
WITH
QUESTIONS.
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AUDUBON ADVENTURES
THANK YOU

2ND ANNUAL SWEETS ON BIRDS
JULY 30 6-8, ACGC, 101 Garden Creek Rd. Local restaurants will provide desserts, Music provided. CONTACT— ANN HINES (307) 266-3160 or WANDA PETERS at (307) 4731987 for more information. Get your creative juices flowing. Take a look at what you have
around the house, garage or attic that might be destined for the landfill and think BIRDS!
Metal stovepipes, old shoes, picture frames, coffee cans, flower pots, scrap lumber, can be
transformed and UPCYCLED into useful and decorative bird baths, feeders and houses.
We’re hoping to have a multitude of creations to show off. If you are interested in helping or
offering ideas, plan to attend a 6:30 meeting at the Oil & Gas Conservation Commission
Blvd. at 6:30 on May 13.
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THE RIPPLING WAY

T

is
the
season
for
new
arrivals in
both the bird and
the plant worlds.
It
seems
like
there’s
always
something new to
see, flying or budding.
The feeding
area is alive with
Lincoln’s Sparrow, White Crowned sparrow,
Cassin’s Finch, Song Sparrow, Juncos galore,
And then a Cooper’s Hawk…..just knew there
was lunch hiding in the lilac bush.
The ground is slowly coming to life as
well, the grass is green, the Spring Beauty
and Phlox are blooming, and even a butterfly
or two have been seen.
Grant seeking and writing has consumed my days and my thoughts. Thankfully
there’s frequent groups of pre-schoolers, cub
scouts, girl scouts and school groups to remind me of the importance of having the Center’s programs.
Bird-a-thon for the Center is May 18th.
Get your friends, family, even strangers to
pledge some hard-earned money, then get

out your binoculars and see how many species you can find. Call Bart Rea 234-6282 or
the center 473-1987 for more information!
Get your creative juices flowing. Take
a look at what you have around the house, garage or attic that might be destined for the
landfill and think BIRDS! Metal stovepipes, old
shoes, picture frames, coffee cans, flower
pots, scrap lumber, can be transformed and
UPCYCLED into useful and decorative bird
baths, feeders and houses. We’re hoping to
have a multitude of creations to show off at
the second annual Sweet on Birds Fundraiser which will be held on July 30 this year.
Mark your calendars for a summer evening of
sweets, music and fun!
As with any Fundraiser, many hands
(and minds) make for light work, we’d love to
have your energy and ideas and help. If you
are interested in helping or offering ideas,
plan to attend a 6:30 meeting at ACGC on May
2.
The May Walk and Talk will be May
12, 5:30-7:30. The topic will be Binoculars
and Birds focusing especially on the birds of
Edness Kimball Wilkins State Park. We will
spend the outdoor time practicing binocular
use and basic identification, then come inside
for a presentation by Ann Hines. Come enjoy a
spring evening at the Center! $3.00 donation
will help support Center programming.
WANDA PETERS

