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MURIE AUDUBON
CASPER MOUNTAIN SCIENCE
SCHOOL UPDATE

E

ducation has always been one of the
main parts of Murie Audubon’s philosophy. Dr. Evert Brown returns as our guest
speaker for the March program to share the
news of the Casper Mountain Science School.
After working through pilot sessions consisting
of 4-day camps held in the spring, the school
will be expanding the program. These camps
provided a residential outdoor educational experience for 8th grade students as well as science and educational majors from Casper
College who served as instructors. Curricula
included ecology, geology, and the natural hisTABLE OF CONTENTS
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tory of central Wyoming. Since 1967 the Teton
Science Schools has taught students about the
natural world and the Yellowstone ecosystem
using place-based education to connect students with nature, cultures, and local heritage.
The Casper Mountain Science School follows
this model. Pilot projects were developed by Dr.
Evert Brown, biology instructor at Casper College, and Carolyn Jacobs of Dean Morgan Junior High School in Casper.
The success of these pilot projects is the
impetus for developing a program to reach a larger student population, and Casper Mountain
Science School is now looking to its future. Dr.
Brown will share what has been done, what is
now going on, and where the program would like
to go. He will also discuss the nature of outdoor
experiences and their importance in terms of
education.
The program will be on March 11th at 7
pm at the Oil & Gas Conservation Commission
Building at 2211 King Blvd. The program is free
and open to the public!
PROGRAM CHAIR—BRUCE WALGREN

ALONG THE PATHWAY WITH HARRY

T

he Annual
Banquet
and Fund Raier
Banquet
was
fantastic. Stacey
Scott has reported
some
great news in
our fund raising
efforts, a net of
just
under
$4,000 after expenses! I wish
to thank Karen
Anfang and everyone on the
Banquet Committee again for a great program. I
have never been to previous banquets as my
job has always somehow interfered with me being able to attend. I was amazed at the turn out.
My family had a great time and a lot of fun. My

wife and kids reported to me that their cut throat
tactics in the silent auction netted them some
very nice prints to hang on our walls. The food
was good and I'm sure we can improve on the
squawky amplifier system next time. I must say,
I had no idea as to what efforts it took to coordinate such a large event. I learned a lot from everyone who showed up to setup everything. My
personal thanks to all the volunteers who
showed up to help out. My thanks go out to Jim
Brown, our guest speaker. He had some wonderful slides of birds in action and his wildlife
stories really topped off the evening. Thank you
everyone who attended and donated to such a
worthy cause.
Great Backyard Birdcount: I hope we
had a lot of participation from the local community in this event. My sons were on standby with
binoculars in hand to monitor every feathered
thing that landed around our house. They tell me
they counted about 53 total of Juncos, House
Finches, and Tree Sparrows. The weather was
pretty nasty out my way, so it was pretty difficult
to get very many customers at the feeders. We
had the usual 40 or so Wild Turkeys that picked
up the seed missed by the smaller birds. High
winds and snow seemed to be a major factor for
the birds to contend with.
Other donations: If you have had a
chance to visit our updated website, you will see
we have added a "Donate" Button. This is an
easy way to make a donation or renew your
membership using PayPal. It accepts credit
cards and PayPal payments. So, if you don't like
to write checks, you can now donate (or pay) on
-line.
Planning for the future: We still have
an opening for a VP and a Membership Chair.
I'm hoping some folks will step forward and volunteer for these important positions. They are
not difficult duties, they just need some TLC, a
little attention on a monthly basis. If you are interested in helping out the Murie Audubon Society Chapter by serving on the Board, please
contact me at 307-251-0939 or at my email. We
really could use more support from our members.
Lastly, I'd like to just get some thoughts
out there for birders to think about. Some recent
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dialog on the WYO Birding list reminds me that
conservation starts in the home. Carbon footprints, we all have them. Some people have
larger carbon footprints than others for many
reasons. Other folks, a little less. Any efforts to
reduce our energy needs reduces our carbon
footprints, and thus our impact on our birding
habitat. Conservation is something we can all
practice in. The biggest way to do this is to reduce our energy consumption. It's nice to be
able to install solar panels and wind generators,
but they cost money. It's far easier to reduce the
demand than to supply a growing demand. Upgrading to newer energy efficient appliances is a
bigger bang for our hard earned bucks than
spending more money on renewable energy.
For instance, my family was able to save more
on our electricity bill just by replacing our worn
out top loading washing machine with a front
loading washing machine. Instead of using electricity to pump precious and large quantities of
water from our ground well to fill the 40 gallon
tub for every wash and rinse cycle, we instead
now only use just enough water and electricity to
get the job done. This greatly reduces the load
on our well pumps, the amount of electrical
loads, our water demand, the soap demand, and
reduces the demands on our septic tank. Instead of wasting water on washing and rinsing
clothes, we now have more water for the trees
we planted to attract more birds. It's a win-win
for us and the environment. A little change had a
major impact on our whole home systems, and
our overall carbon footprint. There are many
books on how to reduce your energy demands.
Just something to think about.
Good birding to all!
PRESIDENT—HARRY MARTIN
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MURIE AUDUBON SOCIETY
CONSERVATION AWARDS

E

very year the Murie Audubon chapter honors individuals, agencies, and organizations
that have made outstanding contributions to the
preservation, protection, conservation, and understanding of the wildlife and ecology in the
state of Wyoming. At February’s annual banquet and fundraiser, three individuals were recognized and received plaques denoting Murie’s
Conservation awards.

A

ndrea Orabona, non-game bird biologist
for the Wyoming Game and Fish Department.
Andrea is involved in many different
areas of wildlife and ecology in the state. She
has worked on drafts of the Wyoming Wetlands
Strategy and the State Wildlife Action Plan. She
coordinates the roadside Breeding Bird Surveys
in the state (as well as conducting some of the
surveys and helping BBS volunteers with any
problems they may have). She serves as the
Wyoming representative on the Non-game
Technical Committee for the Central Flyway.
Andrea also coordinates the Wyoming chapter
of Partners in Flight. She is involved in the inventories of mountain plovers and colonial nesting water birds, coordinating and conducting
surveys.
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She is responsible for the coordination of avian riparian surveys around the state – and
again, is always available to help the volunteers working with these transects. She also continues
an interagency effort to coordinate and provide direction for the statewide avian monitoring program
by the Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory. Andrea has participated in a Climate Change Workshop
and a Wind Energy Working Group, requiring literature reviews and developing recommendations.
In addition to all this, she maintains a liaison role with National Audubon and its state organization, Audubon Wyoming; and she is a leader in the Red Desert Audubon chapter, having served
as president for many years. Murie Audubon wishes to thank Andrea for all that she has done for
wildlife and for Wyoming!!!

D

r. Keith James, Casper veterinarian working with
raptor rehabilitation.
Keith, a southwestern Colorado native, graduated from
the College of Veterinary Medicine at Colorado State University. While in college, he owned and flew falcons – until
he found out that he is allergic to feathers!! After graduation, he began his practice in Casper. While caring for
Frank Layton’s cat, he heard about Murie’s Bird Hospital
that had been started by Frank and Lois. He immediately
volunteered his services, (his passion and dedication for
raptors overpowered his allergy problems!!). Working with
the Laytons then got Keith involved with Murie Audubon,
where he has served as vice-president and on the Board of
Directors. But his main impact is the many hours of behind
the scenes work as veterinarian for the many birds brought
into the bird hospital. When he later moved his practice to
Gillette, he volunteered his services to rehabber Diane
Morse’s Northeast Wyoming Raptor Center. Five years
later, he moved back to Casper, continuing his veterinary
practice. Thankfully for us, Keith continues to treat sick
and injured raptors for both Murie Audubon and Diane
Morse, all pro bono.
Dr. Keith James has been involved with the Boys and Girls Club, the Optimists Club, and
served as a 4-H leader. In addition to his unpaid treatment of countless birds, he has also helped
fellow veterinarians; when a vet here in Casper was diagnosed with cancer, he stepped forward
and offered to fill in while
his colleague underwent
cancer treatments. Murie
Audubon thanks Dr.
James for his many years
helping Wyoming’s birds
and rehabilitators!!!
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increase of industrial and residential development in the region has led to a corresponding
increase of impact on raptors. For their continuous work, Diane and her volunteers have received recognition from the Wyoming Wildlife
Federation as well as Wyoming Game & Fish.
Diane was unable to attend the banquet,
but Dr. James presented her plaque to her when
she brought a Ferruginous Hawk down from Gillette for examination and testing. Thank you
Diane – for everything you have done for Wyoming’s birds!!!
DONNA WALGREN
PHOTOS BY BRUCE WALGREN

Diane Morse, Northeast Wyoming Raptor Center (NEW Raptor Center)
Northeast Wyoming Raptor Center was
founded in 1990 by Diane Morse in response to
the need for bird rehabilitation, public education,
and wildlife conservation in the area. A native of
Midwest, Wyoming, Diane credits her interest
and passion for birds to her early years on the
ranch where ―every injured or orphaned critter
that ended up on our porch was cared for to the
best of our knowledge and abilities.‖ She later
acquired experience with exotic caged birds
through her work in a pet store in Gillette – plus
keeping birds in her own home.
Diane also gained knowledge through her
early volunteer work with the Wyoming Game &
Fish Dept., especially with Olin Oedekoven.
Murie Bird Hospital’s Lois Layton helped in the
process of getting the Northeast Wyoming rehabilitation facility up and running. For a decade
the rehab program cared for mammals and all
birds. However, in the year 2000, due to an
overwhelming number of ―patients‖, a difficult
decision was made to focus the program’s limited resources on birds of prey.
The Center works closely with local law
enforcement, state and federal agencies, landowners, and various industries in the area. The

DONORS!

M

urie wishes to thank the following donors
for their contributions to the success of
our fund-raising efforts at the banquet.
Marjory Leist, Chris Moore—Three
Crowns Golf Course, Daren Bulow, Wyoming
Game & Fish, Lucy Mott of Finishing Touch, Art
Van Rensselaer, Audubon Center at Garden
Creek—Wanda Peters, June Calmes, Karen Aufang, Liz Rea, Matthew Holliday, Bill & Ann
Seese, Jim Brown—past president, Jani Van
Deusen, Gretchen Hogan, Robin Broumley,
Daisy Patch Galleries—Paul & Lee Stout, Murdochs Ranch & Farm Supply—Jarrod Bell,
Ralph’s Books—Tammy Fleetwood, 1st Inter-
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state Bank—East Branch—Linda Young, Bob &
Rose-Mary King, Johnny J’s, Firerock, Old Chicago—all Johnson Restaurant Group, Goose
Egg Inn—Irene Brooks, Sarah Bucklin, Wyoming Chapter of the Wildlife Society, Bob & Barb
Yonts, Wind City Books—Vicki Burger, Grant
Street Grocery—Bill & Nancy Wayte, Country
Charm, Wilmer & Ann Hines, Bob & Terri Narotsky, Bob & Sue Moore, Mike & Stella Mammon,
Deanna Archibald, Dinah Utah, Jan Whitney,
Ruby MacRae, & Phil Smith.
BANQUET CHAIR—KAREN ANFANG

THE RIPPLING WAY

T

he deadline for this article found me snowbound in Thermopolis—not a bad thing. I
had the chance to marvel at the American
Wigeons, Gadwalls, Common Goldeneyes, Mallards and Geese who seemed to be enjoying the
unfrozen river. A juvenile and adult Bald Eagle,
Belted Kingfisher, and Eurasian Collared Doves
also seemed unfazed by the falling snow and
single digit temperatures.
A meeting in January with Audubon colleagues throughout the region laid the groundwork for working collaboratively as a region on
preserving habitats and addressing water issues. People in Policy, Science and Education
areas met both separately and together to share
information, and identify elements of a regional
conservation plan, targeting prairie birds and

water issues. It was invaluable to meet face to
face with education folks from New Mexico and
Colorado as we shared our successes, challenges and hopes for quality conservation education.
Who knows what the March weather will
bring, but there’s lots to explore and experience
at the Audubon Center at Garden Creek.
Brown Bag Birding—Every Thursday
12:00–1:00 Bring a lunch and enjoy the birds.
Donations welcome
Walk and Talks are back beginning this
month. Every month from now until September,
come to the Center for an early evening walk
and then hear a presentation on a variety of topics throughout the spring/summer.
Tuesday, March 15 Geology of Garden
Creek Area with Terry Logue; 5:30 Outdoor walk
and explorations; 6:30 Indoor presentation. Limited space, please register $3.00/person
Volunteer training Saturday, March 26,
9:00-2:00—Audubon Center needs Volunteers!
Especially needed are people who are willing
and available to work with school groups and
other groups this spring and summer. This
training will give you the basics of what we do
and how we do it. Please call or email for more
details.
Audubon Wyoming Bio-Blitz—June 11
& 12 in Pinedale. More information next month!
For more information or to register for
one of the above events call the Center at 307
473-1987 or email wpeters@audubon.org.
Check out the Audubon Wyoming website at www.audubonwyo.org and look on the
right hand side for Audubon Center at Garden
Creek
Better yet come visit – the birds (and
deer, and squirrels) are ready for you! Bring
along a bag or two of Niger Thistle when you
come – supplies are low and it is being eaten at
a fast rate!
WANDA PETERS
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BIRD NOTES

O

ur winter weather may be a factor in the
scarcity of some of our usual winter birds.
Here in Casper there have been few American
Tree Sparrows reported as of this writing. Also
the numbers of Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches
and Common Redpolls are low so far this winter.
Up in Sundance, Jean Adams has had a few
Snow Buntings and Lapland Longspurs, though
her Rosy-Finch numbers are also down. In
Douglas, Debbie Conklin has a lone Mourning
Dove feeding with a group of Eurasian CollaredDoves. In Dubois, Anna Moscicki has her usual
high numbers of Rosy-Finches, including Black
Rosy-Finches. Lou Larsen at Elk Mountain also
has lots of Gray-crowned Rosies. Bruce Bennett in Whitehorse, YT, reported two unusual
visitors – a Northern Mockingbird and a Sawwhet Owl; he also noted that it was minus 35°C
(minus 31°F).
January yard birds – For the month of January,
Wayne and I received 208 bird reports with 83
different species tallied. These observations
came from 78 different locations in 17 states
plus Yukon Territory, Vietnam, and Mexico.
Raptors (10 species) and woodpeckers (6 species) are still being reported, while crossbill,
siskin, and redpoll numbers remain low. A Spotted Towhee was still in Corvallis, MT and a Yellow-rumped Warbler continued to hang around
Thompson Falls, MT. Very few sparrows were
tallied. Also of note – 5 reports of Mourning
Doves in Idaho and Montana. Once again, the

most reported species was Sharp-shinned
Hawk. Second place was a 3-way ties between
Red-breasted Nuthatch, Black-capped Chickadee, and Northern Flicker. Cooper’s Hawk was
in third place; and Bald Eagle came in fourth.
It’s going to be very interesting to see what happens in February.
Wyoming Yard Birds
Casper: Jeff Morton – Downy Woodpecker,
Chris Michelson – Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cecil
Foote – Northern Flicker, Pat Classen – Pine
Siskin, Jim Brown – Northern Flicker, Karen Anfang – Northern Flicker, Casper College Greenhouse – Canada Goose, Rose-Mary King –
Black-capped Chickadee, Barb Yonts – House
Finch, Bob Yonts – Black-capped Chickadee,
Lois Layton – Bald Eagle, Bruce Walgren –
Eurasian Collared-Dove, Donna Walgren –
Sharp-shinned Hawk; Buffalo: Deane Bjerke –
Cooper’s Hawk; Cheyenne: Barb Gorges –
Pine Siskin; Dubois: Anna Moscicki – Brown
Creeper, Michael Kenney – Black Rosy-Finch;
Evanston: Patti Gorman – Cooper’s Hawk, Tim
Gorman – Eurasian Collared-Dove; Lander:
Andrea Orabona – Red-tailed Hawk; Sheridan:
Peg Cullen – Bohemian Waxwing; Sundance:
Jean Adams – Sharp-tailed Grouse; Ucross:
Ruth Salvatore – Eurasian Collared-Dove.
Thanks to all who helped with the Yard
Bird Project in January!!
We are still in the
throes of winter, so we will see what birds show
up in our neighborhoods. Have a great month!!!
to Donna Walgren, 4311 S. Center St., Casper,
WY 82601, or email to Piranga@bresnan.net,
or phone 234-7455. Good Birding!!!
DONNA WALGREN

AUDUBON ADVENTURES

B

ert and Jack Kerns have sponsored more
than one class this year. All of our classes
have been sponsored. We do give sets to
Wanda Peters, Dusty and Jacquelyn Downey
(Audubon Wyoming Naturalist) to use in their
work with children. They are very beneficial in
spreading the work about Audubon Adventures.
I am in the process of notifying teachers
of their sponsors. Hopefully, you will receive
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thank you notes from the children. We will be using some of those in the coming year in the newsletter.
This will probably be my last message concerning Audubon Adventures until you hear from
me in the fall.
EDUCATION CHAIR—ANN HINES

SWEET ON BIRDS

W

e are planning another Sweet on Birds for sometime in August. With your help, the occasion will be even better than last year. Contact Ann Hines—266-3160.

ANNUAL PICNIC

M

urie’s annual summer picnic
potluck will be August 10,
2011 at Edness Kimball Wilkins
State Park at the west side shelter
(Centennial Shelter). Contact Ann
Hines—266-3160 to help or for
more info. this summer.

W

GHOST BIRD

e are currently wrapping up our 75-city theatrical
tour of the birding documentary Ghost Bird. As a
demonstration of our gratitude to our many participating
Audubon screening partners and their affiliate chapters
across the country, Ghost Bird would like to say a giant
"thank you" by offering the expanded DVD of the movie at
a special discounted price of $15.99.
For each DVD purchased, Ghost Bird will also donate an additional $2 to your Audubon chapter. That is a
combined 20% off the retail price and our way of showing
our appreciation to you for working to preserve and conserve birds and their habitats.
NAS members can access this offer by going to
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http://ghostbirdmovie.wordpress.com/audubon/.
Ghost Bird, the critically acclaimed environmental documentary from director, Scott Crocker,
explores the remarkable rediscovery of the Ivory-billed woodpecker in the swamps of Arkansas,
taking a closer look at the role politics, science and culture took in shaping the unprecedented recovery effort.
The New York Times wrote, "Scott Crocker has turned a bird-watching tale into a multilayered story that will fascinate practically everybody.
Ghost Bird features insightful interviews with David Sibley (best selling author and bird illustrator), Dr. Rick Prum (Macarthur recipient and Yale University's Curator of Ornithology), Dr.
Jerome Jackson (Biologist and the world's foremost expert on Ivory-bills), and Nancy Tanner (the
only living person to closely observe Ivory-bills).
Please contact me if you have any questions or would like to know more about the film or
this offer.
Richard Matson—Matson Films, 654 55th St. Oakland, CA 94609. Telephone: 917.559.5559
richard@matsonfilms.com

