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INSECTS, SPIDERS AND OTHER CREEPY
THINGS FROM THAILAND

D

r. Will Robinson, instructor of biology
and animal behavior at Casper College,
will be our guest speaker for the April 8, 2011
program. Will has spent two fall semesters
(2009 and 2010) at Casper College’s “sister
school”, Mae Hong Son Community College in
Northern Thailand, while on sabbatical conducting honey bee research. While the main
reason for the trips was to study bees, Will also
was able to observe many other species and
will share his experiences with us.
Known to some as Thailand’s
CALENDAR
April 8—Gen. M tg.—7PM—Oil & Gas
Conservation Bldg.—2211 King Blvd.
April 9—Field trip to Hat Six Sage Grouse
Lek—5:30 at eastside Safeway parking lot
April 13—Birds & Bears Walk & Talk—
5:30PM—ACGC—101 Garden Creek Rd.
April 16—Glendo Field Trip—8AM—meet
at ACGC
April 21—Home School Lessons from Nature—1-3PM—ACGC
May 21—Chenenne High Plains Audubon
Society Big Day species count
June 2—Aug. 6—Keyhole bird banding—
pg. 8
EVERY THURSDAY—Brown Bag Birding—
12 Noon at ACGC

SAVE PAPER, MONEY & FOLDING
TIME—READ YOUR NEWSLETTER AT
MURIE’S WEBSITE—CONTACT ROSEMARY KING—rking7453@bresnan.net
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‘Switzerland’ because of its excellent scenery, Mae
Hong Son is a frontier province bordered by Myanmar (Burma) and almost entirely surrounded by
mountains – it was for a long time almost entirely
cut off from the rest of the world. The area is famed
for mists and fog that lie in its mountains and valleys
throughout most of the year (but particularly in winter). It is also home to waterfalls, forests and national parks. The area has a strong connection with
elephants and there are many places where elephants are trained for a variety of tasks. Alongside
its beauty and nature, another draw for the tourist is
the region’s culture. Home to the ‘Long Neck
Women’ Karen tribes, visits to tribal villages make
up a key tourist activity in the area. The province
also has a good range of temples, many in splendid
mountainside locations.
The program will be on April 8 at 7 pm at the
Oil & Gas Conservation Commission Building at 2211
King Blvd. The program is free and open to the public!
PROGRAM CHAIR—BRUCE WALGREN

ALONG THE PATHWAY WITH HARRY

M

ay is quickly approaching and that
means nominating and
electing Board members
prior to the annual meeting
which is just around the
corner.
We
still have
openings which I would
very much like to fill. At this
time we are still lacking a
Vice President and Membership Chair. So far, we
have been getting along without these Board members. However, I am concerned. I truly believe that
out membership will not grow without a committed
Membership Chair. Here are the duties of the 2 positions.
The Vice President would be filling in for me
in my absence. Basically, my backup. Not a difficult
job at all really. You would be attending the
Board meetings, voting on issues, and stay in com-

munication with the President, and just be up to
speed on the Board agenda. Please, someone
step up to this challenge and volunteer to be the
MAS Vice President.
From our Bylaws: "It shall be the duty of the
membership Chairperson to cooperate with the
membership department of the National Society by
such measures as obtaining list of names and addresses of potential members residing within the
allotted territory of the Corporation as designated
by National Audubon Society. It shall also be the
duty of this Chairperson to conduct membership
campaigns and to attempt to obtain the continuing
membership of those who have become delinquent
in the payment of their dues. The Corporation shall
prepare an annual alphabetical list of members
which shall be available for member inspection."
The reality is this is a very important and vital
position in our Chapter. We need a committed volunteer to work with National Audubon and the rest
of the Board to retain our current membership and
help bring in new members. This person will coordinate efforts that are currently shared among several
people. Our shrinking Board members are taking on
more duties and we need more volunteer help. Our
current Board cannot do everything. It would not
take much to get that last straw that breaks the
camel's back. It would be nice if a volunteer would
step forward to fill this vital role. This person will
work on ideas to recruit and bring in new members.
Think about it. It's possible that we could get whittled down to the point that our chapter actually dissolves. The birds will still be here, as well as the die
hard birders. But as a collective whole, we stand a
better chance of aggressively identifying, recruiting
and educating new members. Our conservation efforts work better with a strong membership. We
have a stronger impact on our local community
when it comes to working with the city and county
on conservation efforts. There has got to be somebody in our membership who can step forward to
volunteer and help make a difference. Please come
forward and volunteer. I'm sorry if I come across as
begging for help, but this is the reality our chapter is
currently facing.
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I'll get off my soap box now. If you can help, please call me at 307-251-0939, or email me at
murieaudubon@yahoo.com.
PRESDIENT—HARRY MARTIN

S

AUDUBON ADVENTURES

ome people really think ahead. Sandi Updike has sponsored a class of Audubon Adventures for next
year!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
I hope you are receiving letters from classes that you have sponsored. Please send me an exceptional thank you to publish in our newsletter. Thank you!
EDUCATION CHAIR—ANN HINES
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A BIRDING QUIZ

W

hile working on the Ornithology section of
the Science Olympiad, Wanda loaned me
1961 book with some interesting bird quiz questions. The questions are kind of fun and I thought I
would share them with you. See how many you
can answer!!! Mark the appropriate line for your
answer.
1. Identify this species by its flight: a small bird,
looks like a flying cigar, wings flicker, flight erratic,
often high in the air.
2. Which species has an undulating flight, showing
a white rump; overall brownish color (maybe
showing some reddish on its under wings)?
3. Members of the Boston Tea Party, on their historic mission, would have been more likely to disturb a raft of sleeping ____ Gadwall or ____
Greater Scaup.
4. A bird watcher in the Coast Guard could ____
never or ____ often put a Cinnamon Teal on his/
her life list.
5. Pioneers on the Oregon Trail must have seen
many Long-billed Curlews ____ in the mountains or
____ on the prairies.
6. Northern Bobwhites roost ____ on the ground
in a circle facing out or ____ singly in bushes.
7. The Mountain Plover prefers ____ plains or
____ mountains.
8. If a Ruddy Duck was an airplane, would it need a
____ long or ____ short runway?
9. Which bird would make a better emblem for a
marriage-counseling service? ____ House Wren or
____ Cedar Waxwing
10. A Hudson Bay trapper following his trap line
might see the ____ Fox Sparrow or the ____ Pine
Grosbeak bathing in soft snow.
ANSWERS on page 9.
DONNA WALGREN

BIRD NOTES

W

e are definitely entering Spring Migration
Season – robins are showing up in greater
numbers – and they are singing; Western Meadow-

larks are being reported –
they are also singing.
Lots of Mountain Bluebirds have been seen,
though they haven’t been
very vocal yet. Ducks are
now being reported, as
the warmer weather creates more open water.
Chris Michelson found an interesting Cinnamon x
Blue-winged Teal hybrid at Yant’s Puddle north of
Casper. Judy Logue reported an interesting bird in
the North Platte River – a Mute Swan!! This is an
introduced species from Europe, mostly found in
private parks and ponds, but some have escaped
and are showing up in unexpected places. Nevertheless, it was still an interesting bird to see.
February birds – For the month of February, Wayne
and I received 217 bird reports with 88 different species tallied. These observations came from 83 different locations in 17 states plus Yukon Territory, Thailand, and Belize. Again, a lot of raptors (11 species)
and woodpeckers (6 species) are being reported,
along with 4 species of owls. Crossbill, siskin, and
redpoll numbers are still low overall. Still have Spotted Towhees in Casper, WY and Corvallis, MT, and
Thompson Falls, MT is still hosting their Yellowrumped Warbler. American Robins are starting to
show up – they were the most reported species in
February. No. 2 was Downy Woodpecker; Bald Eagle
came in third, and Red-breasted Nuthatch was in
fourth place.
Wyoming Yard Birds
Casper: Ed Reish – Northern Flicker, Chris Michelson
– Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cecil Foote – Blue Jay, Pat
Classen – Bald Eagle, Jeff Morton – Brown Creeper,
Annette Hein – Chukar, Lois Layton – Bald Eagle,
Casper College Greenhouse – European Starling,
Barb Yonts – Black-capped Chickadee, Bob Yonts –
Sharp-shinned Hawk, Bruce Walgren – Sharpshinned Hawk, Donna Walgren – Rough-legged
Hawk; Dubois: Anna Moscicki – Black Rosy-Finch,
Michael Kenney – Northern Flicker (red-sh.); Elk
Mountain: Lou Larsen – Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch;
Evanston: Patti Gorman – Dark-eyed Junco, Tim Gorman – Cassin’s Finch; Mills: Bruce Walgren – Can-
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ada Goose; Sheridan: Peg Cullen – American Robin,
Tom Varcalli – Sharp-tailed Grouse; Sundance: Jean
Adams – Snow Bunting; Ucross: Ruth Salvatore –
Downy Woodpecker.
Thanks to all who helped with the Yard Bird
Project in February!! As we move into Spring Migration Season, the diversity of species will increase.
Let us know what you are seeing. You can send your
sightings to Donna Walgren, 4311 S. Center St., Casper, WY 82601, or email to Piranga@bresnan.net,
or phone 234-7455. Have a great month!!!
DONNA WALGREN
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loran along with Sidnie Shaffer from National have
put in countless hours seeking and writing grants to
fund our work.
Here in Casper, The Audubon Center did receive a grant from the Casper Area Community
Foundation, for a bird banding program at the Center.
This grant allows us to bring a MAPS
(Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survivability)
training to Casper, hire an intern, and provide for
public outreach during the banding season. The
training will be necessary for those volunteering
with the banding program. For more information
about the MAPS program and training visit their
website http://www.birdpop.org/maps.htm, or call
THE RIPPLING WAY
the center at 473-1987
hat about those birds! The goldfinches are
COMING UP AT THE NATURE CENTER:
picking up in
Wednesday, April 13, 2011 Birds and Bears Walk
numbers and color
and Talk—5:30 Outdoor Walk , 6:30 Indoor Preswith every passing
entation by Robin Kepple Wyoming Game and Fish.
day, the juncos are
Thursday, April 21, 2011 Home school Lessons from
becoming
more
Nature 1:00-3:00p.m.—In honor of Earth Day, home
plentiful, the hawks
school students ages 8-11 are invited to come and
and eagles seem to
explore, identify, create and learn about the Sagesense that times are
brush Sea that surrounds us. $3.00/student. Please
a changing. The ants
register for these events by calling the center or
in the anthill made
emailing wpeters @audubon.org
their first appearWith all the news of natural disasters, conance the other day,
flicts throughout the world and frustrations over isand the early blooming, very tiny wildflower—
sues in our home state, it’s easy to feel overOrogenia linearfolia (Indian Potato or Turkey Pea)
whelmed and helpless. Thankfully there is Audubon
was spotted. What a gift to watch spring unfold
Center at Garden Creek where no matter how bad
even with winter’s grasp still present.
the news, there are birds at the feeders, squirrels
Audubon Wyoming (the Audubon entity
and deer running amuck, views to astound, and
which operates Audubon Center at Garden Creek)
sounds to soothe. Spending time in nature can
continues important conservation work in the areas
calm, invigorate, heal and renew. I encourage and
of core habitat protection through the Sagebrush
invite you to come and watch, count, photograph,
Initiative and most recently through a regional aplisten and enjoy!
proach to rivers. We in the west must be ever vigiWish you bountiful birds and spring songs!
lant to ensure our waterways are healthy not just for
WANDA PETERS
birds, but for all wildlife and humans as well.
My Audubon colleagues, Jacelyn and Dusty
BIRD BANDING INTERNSHIP
Downey are kept busy as traveling naturalists, connecting kids with nature in Sheridan, Buffalo, Gillette
and throughout the state. Daly Edmunds continues Audubon Center at Garden Creek—Casper, Wy
her work on policy and advocacy issues along with
Brian Rutledge. We have all had to step up our Dates: 2-3 days /week, Mid May through end of July
st
fundraising and grant-seeking efforts, but Alison Hol- Must be available for 5 full day trainings May 31 –

W
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June 4th in Casper
Stipend - $1500 payable in 3 equal payments:
beginning,
mid-way through internship and end of
internship.
The Audubon
Center at Garden Creek, a Nature Center operated
by Audubon Wyoming, is looking for an intern to assist at their MAPS (Monitoring Avian Productivity
and Survival) Banding Station.
Ideal candidate will have prior banding experience and will have a background in wildlife biology or related field. Looking for a person who is detail-oriented, and dependable with skills in bird identification and field guide use as well as a good
“people person”. Must be able to arise early on
banding days and navigate uneven terrain.
Duties include: preparing netting sites and
equipment, assist in banding day set-up and take
down, assist in data collection entry per MAPS specifications.
Work days include banding days that begin at
5:30a.m. (7 banding days total) and another 1- 2
days/ week spent on data entry and equipment upkeep. Background check required.
For more information please call Wanda Pet e rs
at
307
4 7 3 - 1 98 7
or
e ma i l
wpeters@audubon.org.
WANDA PETERS
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The elderly bird named Wisdom and her recently hatched chick were spotted alive about a
week after Sand Island in the Midway Atoll National
Wildlife Refuge was struck by a 5-foot tidal wave
unleashed by the 9.0 magnitude earthquake that hit
March 11 off the coast of Japan.
The tsunami killed an estimated 2,000 adult
albatrosses and about 110,000 chicks in the refuge,
a U.S. possession about a third of the way between
Honolulu and Tokyo in the North Pacific.
Those tallies represent a small fraction of the
overall population of 1 million Laysan albatross —
Wisdom's species — that nest in the refuge, but 20
percent of this year's hatchlings.
"It's a dangerous world out there. There's
lots going on, so I would say she's very lucky," said
Barry Stieglitz, project leader for the Hawaiian and
Pacific Islands National Wildlife Refuge Complex of
the Fish and Wildlife Service.
Wisdom holds the record as the oldest wild
specimen documented during the 90-year history of
the U.S. and Canadian bird-banding research program.
She was first tagged with an aluminum idenOLDEST WILD BIRD IN U.S. SURVIVES
tification band in 1956 when approximately five
JAPAN’S TSUNAMI
years of age. Her latest chick, thought to be her
(Laysan Albatross that's more than 60 years old
35th, was hatched weeks ago, making her a mother
was seen alive on Pacific island with a chick—
again at the ripe old age of about 60.
World Environment on msnbc.com)
"Because she is the oldest, she's able to proMarch 22, 2011
vide us some information that no other albatross
By Jorene Barut
can at this point in time, and that's exactly how longliving are these animals," Stieglitz said.
HONOLULU — A 60-something albatross, ranked as
Biologists estimate that Wisdom has logged
the oldest free-flying bird, has thrilled biologists by about 3 million flying miles in her lifetime, the
surviving a tsunami that struck the Pacific island equivalent of six round trips to the Moon.
where it nests, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service says.
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Laysan albatross, one of 21 species of the
large sea birds, breed on the Hawaiian islands of
Oahu and Kauai and feed off the western coast of
North America, including the Gulf of Alaska. They
typically mate for life and spend their first three to
five years in constant flight, never touching land, and
are believed to even sleep while aloft.
SUBMITTED BY BART REA

along with a rare resonant bugle. Info in the book
also states “this species is a great ecological problem
in the US”.
EDITOR

MUTE SWAN SEEN IN CASPER

FIELD TRIPS
Photo by Art Van Rensselaer

Saturday April 9 - Sage-Grouse Strutting - We will
meet at 5:30 am at the east side Safeway parking lot
to go to the Hat-6 Lek to view the sage-grouse strute have had a treat this past week with views ting. Call Stacey Scott at 262-0055 for details.
of the Mute Swan first seen (to our knowledge!) by Judy Logue who informed Bruce Walgren Saturday April 16 - We will meet at the Audubon
Center at Garden Greek at 8:00 am for an all day trip
and the news spread from there.
Andrea Orabona, Nongame Bird Biologist to Glendo. Bring a lunch and warm clothes. Call
with the WY Game and Fish Dept. in Lander says Chris Michelson at 234-8726 for details.
FIELD TRIP CHAIRMAN—STACEY SCOTT
“This is both an interesting and disturbing sighting! Mute Swans are not native to Wyoming, and
NEMESIS BIRD
they are aggressive toward and will out-compete
native swans. The only documented Mute Swan record in Wyoming was submitted by Jim Lawrence for
a single bird observed near the Bessemer Bend
Bridge, 12 miles southwest of Casper, on 5 January
1999. This species is classified as accidental and
controlled in the State, and the Wyoming Bird Records Committee requests documentation for all
sightings of this species.”
The National Geographic Complete Birds of
North America says this species was introduced from
s a birder, we can probably all relate to the
Europe and is native from eastern Europe to westquest of looking for a particular bird species
ern Asia. Although called Mute Swan, is it not mute,
simply chooses to remain silent most of the time. that you haven't been able to find yet. It may
The usual calls heard are hissing and soft alarm calls even be a common, or relatively common, bird that

W
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you just haven't been able to see. We may even
have our own rules about finding this bird, that is you have to find it yourself (it doesn't count if someone else shows it to you), you have to find it in you
own yard perhaps, or maybe just in the State where
you live. Anyway, you get the idea.
For the longest time my nemesis bird was the
Eastern Screech Owl. After many nights hunting for
this little owl in seemingly appropriate habitat, we
actually found not only one, but five youngsters recently fledged in a friends backyard. Now that it has
finally been added to my list, I suppose that now a
better look at a Pine Grosbeak or a first look at a
Harlequin Duck may be my target species. With the
Spring Migration Season beginning, we thought it
might be fun to share your quest for that bird that
you just haven't been in the right place at the right
time to see, while your birder friends have seen that
particular bird every year!!!
If you would like to share your nemesis bird
story, tell us how you found it - or if you are STILL
looking for it. We will put it in the Plains and Peaks and maybe someone can help you find it. You
can send your story to Bruce Walgren, 4311 S. Center, Casper, WY
82601, or email to Piranga@bresnan.net.
BRUCE WALGREN

PLAINS & PEAKS

Every 30-45 minutes we
check the nets for birds.
If there is a bird in the
net, we carefully remove
them, place them in a
bag and return to a central location where we
process the birds. Processing involves taking
wing lengths, identifying
the type of bird, it's sex and possibly age them. Each
bird is fitted with a band and then released. Data is
sent to several agencies who monitor the data for
health and viability of the species. We band once per
week with a few breaks in between, starting at
about 5:30 am and finishing at noon or when it gets
too hot, cold, or windy.
Directions: You can get to Keyhole State Park by
taking exit 165 from I-90, then head north on Pine
Ridge Road, following the signs to the park. If you
are coming via 14, you turn onto 113 past the Pine
Haven turn off and again follow the signs toward the
park. You'll continue driving north past the main entrance/headquarters of the park (don't turn into the
park there) heading towards the Cottonwood/Rocky
Point Campground turn off (it will be where the road
turns to dirt). You'll turn left there and then continue past the fee booth. Stay to the right and go
straight down the road until the road ends at a
BIRD BANDING AT KEYHOLE STATE PARK
gate. The gate will be shut but not locked, open it
e are getting set for the 2011 banding sea- and go through. Please close the gate behind you.
son. If you are interested in helping again Follow the dirt road past an old spillway and down
this year, or for the first time, come on down to Key- the dirt road until you see Little Keyhole and where
hole State Park. All ages are welcome and you don't the road ends at the Belle Fourche. You'll see us
there under a big cottonwood tree. You don't want
need previous experience.
Banding Dates: Thursday June 2nd, Thursday June to veer off to the Cottonwood campground or Rocky
16th, Saturday June 25th, Thursday July 7th, Thurs- Point campground. If you are still unsure, please feel
day July 14th, Thursday July 21st, and Saturday Au- free to call me. For more information on Keyhole go
http://wyoparks.state.wy.us/Parks/Keyhole/
gust 6th. Please note that we scheduled two Satur- to:
day banding dates to accommodate those who can- index.asp
If you have questions, please don't hesitate
not come during the week.
to
call:
Office:
(307) 756-3941, Cell: (504) 453-4139
General Information: The banding station is located
JACELYN DOWNEY
by the Keyhole Reservoir Dam. There is a restroom
AUDUBON WYOMING COMMUNITY NATURALIST
and a picnic table at the station, but that is about it.
We provide snacks, water, and coffee. Basically, the
way the station works is with ten fine-mesh nets.

W
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AUDUBON NEWSWIRE
MARCH 23, 2011

WANTED: DEAD BIRDS

My name is Matt Carling and I'm a new faculty
member
in the Zoology and Physiology DepartOlivia Bouler publishes Olivia’s Birds: Saving the Gulf
ment at UW. I am also the curator of the vertebrate
collections that are now housed in the new Berry
Biodiversity Conservation Center on campus. Prior to
arriving in Laramie in January, I received my PhD. in
Biology from LSU and then did postdoctoral research at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.
As curator of the vertebrate collections, I'd
like to make a request. If any of you happen to find
ne 11 year-old girl can make a difference, as dead birds (road kills, window kills, cat kills, etc) that
Olivia Bouler demonstrated, by helping to are in pretty good shape, we'd love to have them!
raise over $150,000 for Audubon’s Gulf oil spill re- Such birds can make important contributions to scicovery efforts. Devastated by the disaster and ea- ence, including conservation related issues. Please
ger to do her part, Olivia wrote a letter to Audubon, record the date found (please use the format: 24
offering her own illustrations to raise contributions March 2011), the locality (as precise as you can) and
for Gulf recovery efforts. The idea took flight, and include the name and contact information of the
Olivia sent out over 500 painting, many now fea- person who found it (in case we have questured in this new book written in her own words. tions). Please keep the bird frozen, in a Ziploc bag,
Published in collaboration with Audubon, Olivia’s until you can drop it off at the Berry Center (or arBirds, features an introduction by our own Dr. Steve range to have it picked up). Please contact me with
Kress and is printed on FSC (Forest Stewardship any questions.
Council) paper. To order your copy go to http://
If anyone is interested in viewing the collecbit.ly/d9wb5c.
tion, please let me know. The collection is not reguAudubon President David Yarnold surprised larly open to the public, but I can easily arrange
Olivia with the news that she will be honored by tours.
Audubon’s Mill Grove’s annual Friends of a Feather
Matt Carling. Asst. Professor, Dept. of Zoolevent April 30.
ogy & Physiology, Berry Biodiversity Conservation
Center, UW, www.uwyo.edu/carlinglab P# - 307-766
AUDUBON WYOMING
-6169, mcarling@uwyo.edu

O

Downey has been selected as one of NaJ acelyn
tional Project Learning Tree’s 2011 Outstanding
Educator of the Year Honorees. Jacelyn serves as a
PLT Steering Committee member, treasurer, and facilitator who puts a ton of hard work into environmental education in Wyoming. Jacelyn will attend
the National PLT Conference in Texas in June to be
honored with other top-quality educators. “Project
Learning TreeR” is an award winning, multidisciplinary environmental education program for
educators and students in Pre K-12 grade. (http://
www.plt.org

BIRDING QUIZ ANSWERS
1. White-throated Swift
2. Northern Flicker
3. Greater Scaup
4. Never
5. On the prairies
6. On the ground in a circle facing out
7. Plains
8. Long
9. Cedar Waxwing; House Wrens are often polygamous.
10. Pine Grosbeak

