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Oct. 14th  MAS Banquet & Fundraiser at the 
Ramkota Hotel 
5:30 Bar Opens 
7:00 Dinner, Auction and “Birds of Extinction” 
program by Russell Hawley 
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F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  F I E L D  N O T E S  
 
Zach has been kicking the 
school year off with classrooms 
and personal adventures.  He 
will check back in with us soon! 
 

The Fall Warblers 
During fall in our area of the 
Rockies, we get dramatic colors. 
I love seeing bright aspens, 
willows, and dogwoods set 
against deep greens of the 
conifers.  With all of the 
vegetation adding to the 
landscape, it can be easy to 
forget the birds. Warblers can 
add to our fall experience. 
Different species of warblers 
are commonly found in our 
state time of year.  Have you 
seen any of these? 

r Orange-crowned Warbler 
Yellow undertail, olive streaks 

r Common Yellowthroat  
Black and white mask, with 
yellow chin 

r Yellow-rumped Warbler 
Olive grey with (you guessed 
it) a yellow rump patch 

r Yellow Warbler 
Bright yellow, with reddish 
streaks on breast. 

r Wilson’s Warbler 
Pale yellow and olive with 
dark crown 

 K I D S ’  C O R N E R  
Silent Night Fliers!  Owls have special wings that make them Silent Hunters of the Night.	
"Owls possess no fewer than three distinct physical attributes that are thought to 
contribute to their silent flight capability: a comb of stiff feathers along the leading edge 
of the wing; a flexible fringe a the trailing edge of the wing; and a soft, downy material 
distributed on the top of the wing." All of these special qualities distribute air, muffling it. 
Listen, while swinging a ruler around.  Then attach a fringe or comb to the ruler. Listen 
again. What do you notice? 

 
American Physical Society's Division of Fluid Dynamics. (2013, November 24). The secrets of owls' near noiseless 
wings. ScienceDaily. Retrieved September 23, 2017 from 
www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2013/11/131124093515.htm 



O W L S '  A B I L I T Y  T O  H U N T  I M P A I R E D  B Y  N O I S E ,  R E S E A R C H  
S H O W S

Researchers have determined that noise has 
potential to degrade owl habitat. The study by 
Jesse Barber, assistant professor of biology at 
Boise State University, and Tate Mason, a Boise 
State alumnus and education coordinator for 
The Peregrine Fund, is the first to examine the 
impact of noise on a predatory bird. Their 
findings were recently published in the 
journal Biological Conservation under the title 
"Anthropogenic noise impairs owl hunting 
behavior." 
In the study, northern saw-whet owls hunted 
mice in a field-placed flight tent under the same 
acoustic conditions found 50-800 meters (55-
875 yards) from a natural gas compressor 
station. 
Owls are specialized avian hunters, and many 
are particularly well adapted to hunting by ear. 
In this study, researchers challenged 31 owls to 
hunt mice by ear (in the absence of light) under 
varying noise conditions. In this way, the 

independent effect of noise on hunting could 
be measured. Data showed that the owls 
experienced an 8 percent drop in hunting 
success per decibel increase in noise. 
"Resource extraction has expanded into 
otherwise quiet areas, and we are growing 
increasingly aware that associated noise has the 
potential to degrade habitat for acoustically 
specialized animals," said Barber. 
The results of this study suggest that owls may 
be at a disadvantage in an increasingly noisy 
world. The authors are quick to point out that 
noise can be 
mitigated for, 
and its 
effective 
management 
will make 
ecosystems 
more resilient. 

"Conservation in the 21st century must be 
about anticipating threats to wildlife, and 
addressing them before species become 
imperiled," said Mason.
 
 
Boise State University. (2016, June 2). Owls' ability to hunt impaired by noise, research shows. ScienceDaily. 
Retrieved September 20, 2017 from www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/06/160602083949.htm 
 

 
G E T  O N - L I N E  

Murie has created a Facebook page.  Feel free to drop a line, show us a photo, 
and check in on upcoming events (Murie Audubon Society).  Also on 
Facebook, check out WyoBirds.  Zach Hutchinson created this page, and 

membership is over 170 members!  Members post excellent photos and chip in 
identification suggestions.  There is also a Wyoming Bird Listserve.  This Listserve 
directs information directly to your inbox
 



 
	

	

M U R I E  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y ’ S  F A L L  B A N Q U E T  A N D  F U N D R A I S E R  
 

The banquet is scheduled to take place Saturday, 
October 14, 2017 at the Ramkota Hotel in Casper, 
Wyoming. Cash bar opens at 5:30 p.m. with dinner 
starting at 7:00 p.m. This will allow time for all guests 
to peruse the tables scattered with silent auction 
items.  Raffle tickets will not be sold this fundraiser. 
We hope folks will enjoy the bidding process and we 
certainly expect the bidding to be fun and 
competitive. Should you have a donation, please call 
Karen Anfang, 472-0278, or Jim Brown, 262-0158. 
Dinner will feature a “South of the Border” buffet 
including tacos, fajitas, burritos (beef or chicken), 
Spanish rice ‘n beans, all the condiments and churros 
for dessert. 
Russell Hawley, Education Specialist at the Tate 
Geological Museum at Casper College will provide 
programing for the evening, “Birds of Extinction”. 
Russell has worked at the museum since 1997 and 
spends his time guiding educational tours, create 

museum display artwork, and digging up fossils in Wyoming since 1990. His most recent 
project was illustrating “Islands in the Cosmos: the Evolution of Life on Land” by 
paleontologist Dr. Dale Russell.  Hawley’s program will address birds, which like their 
mammalian counterparts, suffered a mega fauna mass extinction event during Quaternary. 
Unlike the mammalian extinction, the peak of the mega-bird extinction occurred not 
thousands nor tens of thousands of years ago, but mere hundreds. The largest birds that 
ever lived survived until the time of Marco Polo. This presentation will provide a brief 
overview of bird species that would have been extant during the Pleistocene, comparing 
two different intervals on five different continents. The causes for their extinction will be 
explored as well. Although most of these species have been extinct a relative short time, 
they can still teach us much about the origin and evolution of birds, and shed light on the 
mechanisms by which new bird species arise. 
MAS will appreciate your support and anticipate sharing an interesting and exciting 
evening. Tickets for the banquet are $35.00 each or a table of eight for $250.00. Tickets 
will be available for sale at the season’s first general MAS meeting, scheduled Friday, 
September 8th at the Oil and Gas Commission building, Amoco Parkway. Tickets may also 
be purchased by contacting Zach Hutchinson, email: zhutchindon@audubon.org, by calling 
Karen Anfang, 472-0278, Jim Brown, 262-0158, or Linda Johnston, 
email: pawpaw299@hotamil.com. Ticket sales are final Wed., Oct. 11th!  Proceeds from the 

Fall Banquet & 
Fundraiser



	
	

	

banquet will benefit the establishment of a bird blind, water feature, and feeders within 
Edness K. Wilkins State Park 
Karen Anfang 
Linda Johnston 
Judy Naginey  

 
 

B I R D  F I N D I N G  I M P R O V E S  F R O M  G E N E R A T I O N  T O  
G E N E R A T I O N  

By Barb Gorges, Special to the Wyoming Tribune Eagle 
 
When your interest in birds takes you beyond your backyard, you need a guide beyond your bird 
identification book. That help can come in many forms-from apps and websites to a trail guide book or 
local expert. 
 
Noah Strycker needed a bird-finding guide for the whole world for his record-breaking Big Year in 
2015. His book, "Birding without Borders," due out Oct. 10, documents his travels to the seven 
continents to find 6,042 species, more than half the world total. 
 n it, he thoughtfully considers many bird-related topics, including how technology made his record 
possible, specifically www.eBird.org<http://www.eBird.org>. In addition to being a place where you 
can share your birding records, it's "Explore Data" function helps you find birding hotspots, certain 
birds and even find out who found them. Strycker credits its enormous global data base with his Big 
Year success. 
 
Another piece of technology equally important was http://birdingpal.org/, a way to connect with 
fellow enthusiasts who could show him around their own "backyards." Every species he saw during his 
Big Year was verified by his various travelling companions. 
 
Back in 1968, there was no global data base to help Peter Alden set the world Big Year record. But he 
only needed to break just over 2,000 species. He helped pioneer international birding tourism through 



 
	

	

the trips he ran for Massachusetts Audubon. By 1981, he and British birder John Gooders could write 
"Finding Birds Around the World." Four pages of the nearly 700 are devoted to our own Yellowstone 
National Park. 
 
When I bumped into Alden at the Mount Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge, Massachusetts, (a birding 
hotspot) in 2011, he offered to send me an autographed copy for $5. I accepted, however, until I read 
Strycker's book, I had no idea how famous a birder he was. 
 
As Strycker explains it, interest in international birding, especially since World War II, has kept 
growing, right along with improved transportation to and within developing countries, which usually 
have the highest bird diversity. However, some of his cliff-hanging road descriptions would indicate 
that perhaps sometimes the birders have exceeded the bounds of safe travel. 
 
For the U.S., the Buteo Books website will show you a multitude of American Birding Association 
"Birdfinding" titles for many states. Oliver Scott authored "A Birder's Guide to Wyoming" for the 
association in 1992. Robert and Jane Dorn included bird finding notes in the 1999 edition of their 
book, "Wyoming Birds." Both books are the result of decades of experience. 
 
A variation on the birdfinding book is "the birding trail." The first was in Texas. The book, "Finding 
Birds on the Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail," enumerates a collection of routes connecting birding 
sites, and includes information like park entrance fees, what amenities are nearby, and what 
interesting birds you are likely to see. Now you can find bird and wildlife viewing "trails" on the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife website. Many states are following their example. 
 
People in Wyoming have talked about putting together a birding trail for some years, but it took a 
birding enthusiast like Zach Hutchinson, a Casper-based community naturalist for Audubon Rockies, to 
finally get it off the ground. 
 
The good news is that by waiting this long, there are now software companies that have designed 
birding trail apps. No one needs to print books that soon need updates. 
 
The other good news is that to make it a free app, Hutchinson found sponsors including the Cheyenne 
- High Plains Audubon Society, Murie Audubon Society (Casper), Wyoming State Parks, and WY 
Outside - a group of nonprofits and government agencies working to encourage youth and families in 
Wyoming to spend more time outdoors. 
 
Look for "Wyoming Bird Trail" app on either iTunes or Google Play to install it on your smart phone. 
 
Hutchinson has made a good start. The wonderful thing about the app technology is that not only 
does it borrow Google Maps so directions don't need to be written, the app information can be easily 
updated. Users are invited to help. 
 
There is one other way enterprising U.S. birders research birding trips. They contact the local Audubon 
chapter, perhaps finding a member, like me, who loves an excuse to get out for another birding trip 
and who will show them around - and make a recommendation for where to have lunch. 
 



	
	

	

Olympic	BirdFest	2018	
Come	Bird	With	Us	

Sequim,	Washington,	April	13-15,	2018 
 
Grab your binoculars and join the 15th annual Olympic BirdFest 2018 celebration at the Dungeness 
River Audubon Center, April 13-15, 2018. 
 
The stage is set…quiet bays and estuaries, sandy beaches, a five-mile-long sand spit, and a 
protected island bird sanctuary on the Strait of Juan de Fuca; wetlands, tide pools, rainforests, and 
lush river valleys. The players are ready … Marbled Murrelets, Rhinoceros Auklets, Harlequin Ducks, 
Black Oystercatchers, Peregrine Falcons, Barred and Pygmy Owls will be sporting their finest spring 
plumage for this celebration. Enjoy guided birding trips, boat tour, and a gala banquet. Our featured 
speaker this year, Claudio Vidal has been exploring & birding since the age of 12 and currently leads 
birding/nature tours & photo safaris through Patagonia, Chile & South America.  
 
Come bird with us and experience with others the spectacular landscapes of the Olympic Peninsula 
…you just might go home with a new bird for your life list! Check out the offerings by going online 
(www.olympicbirdfest.org).   
 
Precede your BirdFest weekend with a three-day, two night birding cruise of the spectacular San 
Juan Islands on April 10-12, 2018. Visit San Juan and Sucia Islands, and more. Stay at the historic 
Roche Harbor Resort.  
 
Extend your Birdfest weekend with the Neah Bay post-trip, April 16-17, 2018: 
two and one-half days exploring northwest coastal Washington, a region rarely seen by birders. 
 
Contact us by phone, at 360-681-4076, 
E-mail us at info@olympicbirdfest.org ,  
Or write to us at: 

Dungeness River Audubon Center 
P.O. Box 2450 
Sequim, WA 98382	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
	

	

 
HELP SUPPORT MURIE AUDUBON SOCIETY 

BECOME A ‘FRIEND’ 
The annual cost of being an individual or family ‘friend’ will be a donation of $10 or more.  Benefits 
include: Free monthly programs, free field trips, and a monthly subscription to Plains and Peaks 
newsletter.  All funds are used locally.  Check all that apply. 
 

r $10 One Year 

r Audubon Adventures (46.65 per classroom) 

r Other (Designate)  $ ______________ 

r WyoBirds ListServe (Amount of your Choosing) $___________ 

 
Total $ ___________ 
 

 
Name            
  
Address:            
 
            
 
 
City       St.     Zip     
 
Email Address: 

 
Please Make Checks Payable to MURIE AUDUBON SOCIETY, PO Box 2112, Casper, 

WY 82602 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	
	

	

 
MAS CHAPTER OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT—Zach Hutchinson (267-7560) 
zhutchinson@audubon.org 
VICE-PRESIDENT—Jenny Edwards (307-259-9956) 
jenny5526@myncsd.org 
RECORDING SECRETARY—Kim Grant, 
kimgrant5000@gmail.com 
TREASURER—Stacey Scott (262-0055), 
hustace@gmail.com 
PROGRAM CHAIR—Bruce Walgren 
CIRCULATION/MEMBERSHIP RECORDS—Jan Whitney 
(237-7709), janw@tribcsp.com 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR—Harry Martin (258-1255), 
harry@harrymartincartoons.com 
EDUCATION CHAIR— 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR—Jenny Edwards, (259-9956), 
jenny5526@myncsd.org  
WEBSITE—Rose-Mary King 
(262-4861), kingchick3547@live.com  
HOSPITALITY CHAIR—Kathy Knapp (259-2165), 
KathyaKnapp@hotmail.com; Nancy Stichert (265-0144), 
nstichert@teglerinsurance.com 
PUBLICITY CHAIR—Jenny Edwards, 
jenny5526@myncsd.org 
FIELD TRIP CHAIR—Sarah Baird, sbaird75@yahoo.com 
BANQUET CHAIR—VACANT 
EMERITUS—Bart Rea (234-6282), bdrea@tribscp.com 
PAST PRESIDENT—Chris Michelson (234-8726), 
michelsonce@aol.com 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Term Expires 2018 
Bob Yonts, (473-3045), bbyonts@juno.com, Rose-Mary 

King, Chris Michelson (234-8726), michelsonce@aol.com 
Term Expires 2019 
Jenny Edwards, jennny5526@myncsd.org 
Tiffany Leary 
Luis Alza 
Kelly Keenan 
Harry Martin 
Sarah Baird 

 

AUDUBON ROCKIES - REGIONAL OFFICE OF 
NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 

 
Regional Office: 106 N. College Ave., Suite 1, Fort Collins, CO 
80524. Phone: 970-416-6931 (Contact number for staff) 
Regional Community Naturalists, 410 McKean Rd., Moorcroft 
WY 82721, Phone: 307-756-3149.  
Dusty Downey—Cell: 504-453-4124, ddowney@audubon.org, 
Jacelyn Downey—Cell: 504-453-4139, jdowney@audubon.org; 
Casper Community Naturalist—Zach Hutchinson 
—Cell: 307-267-7560; zhutchinson@audubon.org 
 
Allison Holloran - Executive Director of Audubon Rockies 
Region, aholloran@audubon.org 
John Kloster-Prew, Development Director 
Daly Edmunds, Regional Policy Coordinator 
Abby Burk, WRAN Coordinator Jamie Weiss, Habitat Heroes 
Coordinator 
Mandi Casolo, Office Assistant 
Audubon Rockies website - http://www.rockies.audubon.org 

Facebook under Audubon Rockies 
 
 

 
 

M A S  V I S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  
The vision of Murie Audubon Society is to instill 

a passion for nature in present and future 
generations through awareness, enjoyment, 

understanding, appreciation, conservation, and 
advocacy. 

 

M A S  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  
The mission of Murie Audubon Society is to 
promote the conservation of birds and other 
wildlife through education and enhancement 

of natural habitats, understanding, 
appreciation, conservation, and advocacy. 

 
 

N O T I C E  T O  F R I E N D S  O F  M U R I E  N E W S L E T T E R  R E C I P I E N T S  
 

Those who have not paid in one year or more should see “Expired” and a date of expiration on your 
mailing label, on the same line as your name.  You will only receive on more issue (November) after 

this one.  If you feel this is in error, please contact Bruce Walgren (234-7455) to update details. 
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