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F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  F I E L D  N O T E S  

 
Good Fall Murie Audubon 
Members & Friends! 
 
It has been awhile since I have 
written in the newsletter, so 
what better time than the month 
of Thanksgiving! 
 
I want you all to know how 
thankful I am for you. You are 
the club, and without you, there 
would be no amazing actions, 
opportunities, and conservation 
for birds. So again, thank you! 
 
If you weren’t at the Murie Audubon Banquet, it was 
FANTASTIC! Karen Anfang, Linda Johnston, and Judy Naginey 
were a whirlwind team of fundraising, bringing us so many 
wonderful items for the silent auction. The money their hard 
work and your donations were able to raise will go towards 
purchasing and installing a bird blind at Edness Kimball Wilkins 
State Park. 
 
That’s all from me for now. See you in November! 
 
Zach 
Head Turkey 
 
 
 

Owl Banding 
Hello Friends of Audubon! 
Fall is here, and so are the owls! Our 
first official season of owl banding 
underway! 
This amazing opportunity will be 
available all of October, BUT you must 
register at the link below to participate. 
I will contact all registrants with 
additional details after registration. 
When: Oct 9 - Nov 4, 6 PM to 
Midnight 
Where: Casper Mountain 

PLEASE NOTE! 
Weekend nights are reserved for large, 
organized groups only. And yes, we will 
be banding after the banquet on Oct 
14th. You can only register for one 
evening, unless you speak to me about 
attending more than one. 
As evenings fill, I will be deleting them 
from the registration form.  
If you have a group over 25 
participants, contact me to reserve an 
evening for just your group. 
We will carpool people in and out of 
the property.  
Dress warm! 
 
Registration Link: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1F
AIpQLSeOA4ki5D-
8LgrCM1Bq65uhSOgcDX34_Nk243wk
akubR0imPg/viewform 

 

 K I D S ’  C O R N E R  
Bird Migration! Have you ever seen flocks of geese flying south in the fall? Have you 
heard them honking? Have you wondered why they are flying in a formation that looks 
like a “V”? Have you wondered where they are going? They, like many other birds, are 
migrating.  The word migration comes from the Latin word, migratus, which means “to 
change.” The word has special meaning when it refers to animals. Migration is the 
movement of an animal from one region, or habitat, to another. This happens at regular 
periods of time, and during a particular season. Animals migrate in order to breed, grow, 

find food or avoid cold weather. For birds, this occurs twice a year. They migrate in the spring 
and again in the fall.  Can you think of other animals in Wyoming that migrate? 
 
“Bird Migration: Facts.” Idaho Public Television, idahoptv.org/sciencetrek/topics/bird_migration/facts.cfm. 
 

	



	
	

	

W H Y  D O  B I R D  E G G S  H A V E  D I F F E R E N T  S H A P E S ?  
L O O K  T O  T H E  W I N G S  

Owls’ are spherical, hummingbirds’ are elliptical 
and sandpipers’ are pointy. 

All bird eggs have the same function — to 
protect and nourish a growing chick. But they 
come in a brilliant array of shapes. This variety 
has puzzled biologists for centuries. Now, in the 
most comprehensive study of egg shapes to 
date, published Thursday in Science, a team of 
scientists seems to have found an answer. 

The researchers cataloged the natural variation 
of egg shapes across 1,400 bird species, created 
a mathematical model to explain that variation, 
and then looked for connections between egg 
shape and many key traits of birds. On a global 
scale, the authors found, one of the best 
predictors of egg shape is flight ability, with 
strong fliers tending to lay long or pointy eggs. 

“This paper is remarkable because it creates a 
wonderfully unified theory for the variety of egg 
shapes we see in nature,” said Claire 
Spottiswoode, a bird ecologist at the University 
of Cambridge and the University of Cape Town 
who did not participate in the research. 

In the new study, the authors conducted a 
multistep investigation that brought together 
biology, computer science, mathematics and 
physics. They first wrote a computer program, 
named Eggxtractor — who says scientists have 
no sense of humor? —, that classified eggs based 
on their ellipticity and asymmetry. Elliptical eggs 
are elongated and round on both ends, like 
cucumbers, and asymmetric eggs are pointier on 
one end, like mangoes. 

With Eggxtractor, the researchers plotted nearly 
50,000 eggs, representing all major bird orders, 
from a database of digital images by the 
Museum of Vertebrate Zoology in Berkeley, 
Calif. 

“We could see then that egg shapes varied from 
spherical, to elliptical, to very pointy, to almost 
everything in between,” said Mary Caswell 
Stoddard, an assistant professor of ecology and 
evolutionary biology at Princeton University and 
the lead author of the study. 

Next, the researchers attempted to answer how 
eggs might acquire varying shapes. Rather than 
looking at the shell, as one might expect, they 
focused on the egg’s membrane (the film you 
see when peeling a hard-boiled egg), which is 
essential to the egg’s shape. 

The scientists identified two parameters that 
could influence egg form: variations in the 
membrane’s composition and differences in 
pressure applied to the membrane before the 
egg hatches. 

By adjusting these two parameters, “we were 
able to completely recover the entire range of 
observed avian egg shapes” — a good test of the 
model, said L. Mahadevan, a professor of 
applied math, biology and physics at Harvard 
University and an author of the study. 



 

Finally, the researchers looked into why egg shapes might be so spectacularly 
diverse. One popular hypothesis centered on nest location: Cliff-nesting birds, it 
was thought, lay pointy eggs so that if the eggs are bumped, they spin in a circle 
rather than rolling off the cliff. Another suggested that birds lay eggs in shapes 
that pack together best in different-size clutches. 

But when the authors related egg shape to these and other variables, they were 
surprised to find that none of them fit on a global scale (though they may still 
play important roles on smaller scales). Instead, egg shape was strongly 
correlated with a measure of wing shape, called the hand-wing index, that 
reflects flight ability. 

So what connects flight to egg shape? In general, 
birds want to pack as many nutrients as possible into 
their eggs. But, in order to fly, they must maintain 
sleek bodies — meaning their eggs can’t be too wide. 

Common murres, for instance, are fast, powerful fliers and have asymmetric 
eggs, as do least sandpipers, which migrate long distances. 

Wandering albatrosses are one of the most far-ranging fliers — some have 
been known to circumnavigate 
the Antarctic Ocean three times 
in a year — and have elliptical eggs. 

Eastern screech owls rarely move beyond their small 
territory, where they tend to fly in short, low-powered glides, 
and have almost spherical eggs. 

 “Perhaps, evolutionarily, 
birds stumbled upon this 
very natural, geometric 
solution, which is to 

increase the ellipticity and asymmetry of their eggs,” Dr. Mahadevan 
said, since doing so allows for greater volume without increasing 
girth. This explanation requires further research, he added. 

Ultimately, this study shows that “we can challenge old assumptions,” 
Dr. Stoddard said. ”In something as familiar and common as a bird 
egg, we are still discovering new truths.” 

 

Yin, Steph. “Why Do Bird Eggs Have Different Shapes? Look to the Wings.” The New York Times, The New York Times, 22 June 2017, 
www.nytimes.com/2017/06/22/science/bird-eggs-shapes-flight.html?emc=eta1.

 
 
 
 

Photo: An egg of a common 
murre. CreditHarvard 
Museum of Comparative 
ZoologyPhoto 

Photo:  An egg of a least 
sandpiper. CreditHarvard Museum of 
Comparative Zoology 
	

Photo:  An egg from a wandering 
albatross. CreditHarvard Museum of Comparative 
Zoology 
	

Photo:  An egg from an Eastern screech 
owl. CreditHarvard Museum of Comparative 
Zoology 
	



 
	

	

C O M M U N I T Y  N A T U R A L I S T  R E P O R T  
M U R I E  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y ’ S  B A N D I N G  S T A T I O N  2 0 1 7  

S U M M A R Y  
Edness Kimball Wilkins State Park - near 
Casper, WY (EKWS) 
Station Manager: Zach Hutchinson 
Established: 2016 
 
Most numerous birds banded 
Yellow Warbler - 56 
House Wren - 23 
American Robin - 20 
Western Wood-Pewee - 10 
American Goldfinch - 8 
 
Number of birds banded - 235 (168 new, 
33 unbanded, 34 recaptured) 
 
Unusual birds banded - Mid-season, we 
captured a Common Nighthawk! Usually 
these aerial hunters are too high for any 
of our nets, but we got lucky and caught 
one coming off a low roost. 
 
Cool birds seen - On the 
first day of banding, we 
had a Summer Tanager fly 
over the station! 
 
Number of species 
recorded - 29 species 
captured in the nets, 57 
total species encountered 
 
Station Heroes - Natrona 
County Recreation Joint 
Powers Board, Murie 
Audubon Society, & 

Edness Kimball Wilkins State Park 
Bart & Liz Rea Cabin - near Casper, WY 
(BART) 
Station Manager: Zach Hutchinson 
Established: 2017 
 
Most numerous birds banded 
MacGillivray’s Warbler - 11 
Dark-eyed Junco - 9 
Green-tailed Towhee - 6 
Dusky Flycatcher - 5 
 
 
Number of birds banded - 118 (71 new, 
32 unbanded, 15 recaptured) 
 
Unusual birds banded - This was our first 
season on the mountain, so who’s to say 
what is unusual yet! 

 
Cool birds seen - We had 
multiple sightings of Red 
Crossbill and we saw a 
Lewis’ Woodpecker. 
 
Number of species 
recorded - 22 species 
captured in the nets, 49 
total species 
encountered 
 
Station Heroes - Natrona 
County Recreation Joint 
Powers Board, Murie 
Audubon, and the Rea 
Family 

 



 
	

	

S N A K E  B I T E  
By  Harry Martin 
In early September this year, I was bitten by a Prairie Rattlesnake (Crotalus viridis) from under my front 
door porch. 
 
The only warning I got was a continuous hissing sound like that you would hear from a car tire leaking 
air. I thought it was an undocumented water or gas pipe that had sprung a leak. 
 
I moved a couple of rocks to see if I could find the source of the sound. The snake struck me from 
under the porch and hit my left hand, one fang penetrating my pinky finger and drawing blood. It felt 
like an electrical shock. 
 
I immediately applied a cold pack on the wound and headed for the hospital. My son called the 
emergency room so they could be alerted and be ready for us. Poison Control Center staff and the 
Wyoming Medical Center, Casper Hospital was informed that I was inbound. The trip took about 30 
minutes and by the time I arrived, my face, fingers, and toes were going numb. The antivenin was 
already being prepared before arrival but the staff still had to do blood work to determine dosage. 
Within two hours, I started to receive the antivenin at a slow rate to make sure I did not suffer any 
dangerous side affects. 
 
While I was being treated, my son captured and destroyed the snake and verified what type it was. It 
took two days of antivenin slowly infused into my system to stop and reduce the swelling that 
extended up to my elbow. 
 
I have to admit, I was very surprised by the snake. I've come across diamond backs all my life on hiking 
trails and have never heard one like this. It really sounded like a leaky pipe. One of the doctors 
suggested that maybe the snake had a damaged tail and may not sound like a normal rattlesnake. 
 
I've lived here for 13 years now and this is the first rattlesnake I've seen on our property. This one was 
a bright green color less than three feet long. Typically, we see many bull snakes of all sizes but never 
rattlesnakes. 
 
So, what does this have to do with birding? Well, for the most part we are a part of the wild Wyoming 
and birding does have its hazards. We are out in the field and treading into Nature's way. Think of it as 
an occupational hazard. How often do you think about getting bit by a snake while birding? I sure 
don't but will from now on. I have first aid kits that I sometimes carry when I'm out and about. From 
now on, I will carry one. I have also purchased a snakebite and bee sting kit and added that to my 
travel first aid kit.  
 
The snakebite kit I purchased is newer and better than previous versions I have read about, so I 
consider it a good investment for the trail. 
 
Lucky me, I recovered without tissue damage. Many folks who know of other victims report some 
folks not so lucky. I can understand this, as there are times when I'm injured, I feel like I just don't need 
to run off and see the doctor. The reports I have received were that I did the right thing by not 
delaying travel to hospital. Other victims have lost all muscle tissue up to shoulder and worse case, 



	
	

	

death. Few people die from snakebite these days, but you will be in a world of hurt if you do not seek 
immediate attention.  
 
The Casper Medical Center treated me and they did a terrific job of caring for me. The best way to 
handle snakebites looks to be exactly what I did. Stay calm; keep the bite wound below the heart, call 
ahead so the right people are expecting you so the staff can start preparing the antivenin. 
Next time I hear a hissing sound, I will assume it is a rattlesnake. 
Take care and good birding to all.  

 
S N A K E  B I T E — P A R T  2  

So the bills started rolling in and we are now past $60,000 for 
treatment of my rattlesnake bite. One bag or dosage of 
antivenin costs roughly $10,000 each and is administered 
continuously over a couple of days. This is why the treatment 
costs so much. In hindsight, I now know better than to mess 
around with a snake. But, how was I to know? Curiosity gets 
the best of you and being the person that I am, I had to 
investigate. 
 
I did a little reading on snakebites and from what I have been discovered, snakebite kits are 
ineffective. I'm confused on this because stores sell the kits. If they are ineffective, then why are they 
sold? I bought one anyway. What if you are out birding, like WAY OUT, longer than a day's hike to get 
back to your car? I can tell you, you will be in a world of hurt. Only one fang got my pinky finger. What 
if I got bit with two fangs higher up my arm? What if I was days from a hospital? 
 
I've seen pictures of snakebite on limbs that were treated too late. It's not pretty. There is significant 
tissue damage. About five people die each year from untreated venomous snakebite. A longer stay in 
the hospital means more antivenin, so I was quite lucky. My insurance picked up most of the bill. Very 
lucky indeed. 
 
I keep reading about snakebites to learn more. I am not sure about first aid and wonder if the 
snakebite kit is effective at all. I have kept it. Who knows, it may work for a future bite. The kit can be 
used to treat bee stings as well. From what I read, you want to remain calm. Keep the wound below 
the heart, call ahead to the hospital so the staff can be ready, and don't put ice on the wound. I put ice 
on it anyway as I figured, it slows the swelling and reduces the pain. It helped keep me calm. They say 
that the ice keeps the venom isolated in the bite area and can cause tissue damage. I say, it's ME I'm 
worried about and will trade a pinky finger to save my arm. So, I kept the ice on the wound. The 
hospital staff let me keep the ice pack and they didn't seem to care either way. Score one for me. 
 
If it happens again, I'd do the exact same thing. Remain calm and seek treatment immediately. Do not 
think about it; just go straight to the hospital. The sooner you can get to the hospital, the lower the 
hospital bill will be and the faster you will heal. It only took 30 minutes before my body started to go 
numb, and at least 2 hours before the treatment started to reverse the damage. My arm started to 
swell up like an inflated balloon, and remain swelled until the next day. 
 



 
	

	

I don't know what else to say. If you hear a strange hissing sound, it is better to assume it's a snake. 
Wear leather boots on the trail and if you have to dig around rocks and such, leather gloves will 
reduce your chances of getting bit. Most bites are on the hand. 
Good birding to all. 

M U R I E  A U D U B O N  P R O G R A M  P R E S E N T S  

Wyoming Game and Fish Wildlife Biologist Stan Harter from Lander will be our guest speaker for our 
November 10, 2017 program. 

Stan will share what Wyoming Game and Fish Department and its partners have learned through recent 
collaring projects on mule deer in the Lander area and bighorn sheep on and near the Wind River Indian 
Reservation. 

The Wyoming Migration Initiative is a model for catalyzing science-based conservation and management 
of wildlife corridors.  Founded in 2012 as a project of the Wyoming Cooperative Fish and Wildlife 
Research Unit, the initiative collects data needed to effectively conserve migratory wildlife.  The 
Wyoming Migration Initiative also produces risk assessments for managers and stakeholders, and uses 
multimedia storytelling to promote public understanding of large animal migrations. 

Please join us on Friday, November 10, 2017 at 7 pm at the Oil & Gas Conservation Commission 
Building at 2211 King Blvd. for this program.  As always, the program is free and open to the public!  
 
--Bruce Walgren 

 
G E T  O N - L I N E  

Murie has created a Facebook page.  Feel free to drop a line, show us a photo, 
and check in on upcoming events (Murie Audubon Society).  Also on 
Facebook, check out WyoBirds.  Zach Hutchinson created this page last year, 

and membership is over 170 members!  Members post excellent photos and chip in 
identification suggestions.  There is also a Wyoming Bird Listserve.  This Listserve 
directs information directly to your inbox.  



	
	

	

W Y O M I N G  M I G R A T I O N  I N I T I A T I V E  
Epic animal migrations are an iconic part of the vast 
intact landscapes of the American West, and an 
important contributor to its cultural, hunting, and 
conservation heritage. Wyoming and the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem are home to open spaces and 
abundant ungulate populations, many of which still 
maintain their long-distance seasonal migrations. 
Yet, migrating ungulates are struggling across the 
western US, with populations down for several species. 
Hooved animals face pressure amid accelerating land-
use change, industrial and housing development, 
recreation on public lands, fences, and increasing 
traffic. 

Identifying and prioritizing migration routes for land-use planning and conservation has taken on a new 
urgency. For example, nearly every state and federal agency that manages wildlife in Wyoming and 
many conservation groups and land trusts list conserving ungulate migration routes as a priority. 

The Wyoming Migration Initiative’s new GPS tracking data has highlighted that many wildlife corridors in 
Wyoming and the Greater Yellowstone ecosystem traverse and therefore rely on lands managed by 
private landowners, the National Park Service, the USDA Forest Service, and the Bureau of Land 
Management. 

Managing to protect these corridors is an essential part of the BLM’s multiple use mission. Migration 
research is key, because it can often identify narrow corridors that cut across public and private lands. 

Seeing these migration corridors mapped across the Wyoming landscape opened our eyes to how 
important the BLM lands are to maintaining the health of this landscape, including the wildlife that are 
the most visible part of the ecosystem, says Jim Lyons, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Lands and 
Mineral Management at the Department of the Interior. This research, and the beautiful way in which it 
has been displayed in pictures and through film, is providing the information public land managers and 
private land owners need to work together to mitigate some of the threats. 

A group of diverse stakeholders representing varied interests has emerged in Wyoming to put migration 
science into action to maintain key corridors. 

The coalition that has sprung up around this new migration data has been great to see said Muley 
Fanatic Foundation president Josh Coursey. We have been involved since the beginning, because we 
know this data will allow us to fund science-based habitat projects and policies that can best benefit 
mule deer herds and the migration corridors they require over the long term. 

At least ten studies are underway to assist efforts to enhance ungulate numbers and habitats. Our goal 
is to educate decision-makers and the public about the incredible migrations of Wyoming’s ungulates, 
and the role of research and current management efforts in advancing their conservation, said USGS 
research scientist Matt Kauffman, director of the Wyoming Migration Initiative and the leader of the 
Wyoming Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit. 

By Matt Kauffman and Gregory M. Nickerson 



 
	

	

P R O J E C T  F E E D E R W A T C H  T E L L S  U S  L O T S  A B O U T  O U R  
B A C K Y A R D  B I R D S  

By Barb Gorges 
Cheyenne 
Published Oct. 15, 2017, in the Wyoming Tribune Eagle, "Project FeederWatch tells us lots about our 
backyard birds." 
 
Despite snow on the ground and pea soup fog 
at South Gap Lake in the Snowy Range (11,120 
feet elevation), on Sept. 27 I saw a flock of dark-
eyed juncos. They like snow. Usually I see the 
first ones down in my yard mid-October, when 
alpine winter conditions get too rough. 
 
Juncos are those little gray birds that come in 
five subspecies and multiple hybrid colorations 
in Cheyenne, but they all have white outer tail 
feathers. They are my sign of the start of the 
winter bird feeding season--and the Project 
FeederWatch bird counting season. 
 
Project FeederWatch is a citizen science 
opportunity for people with bird feeders to 
count the birds they attract as often as once a 
week (or less) between November and early 
April. Begun in Canada in 1976 and in the U.S. 
in 1987, more than 20,000 people participated 
last year. Data are used in scientific studies, 
many of which are summarized on the project's 
website. 
 

Participation costs $18. You receive a research 
kit, bird identification poster, the digital version 
of Living Bird magazine and the year-end report. 
 
If you feed wild birds or are considering it, you 
must visit the Project FeederWatch 
site,https://feederwatch.org/, whether you 
register for the program or not. It is now 
beautifully designed and packed with 
information. 
 
For instance, in the "Learn" section, I can find 
out juncos prefer black-oil sunflower seeds--and 
seven other kinds. I personally stick with black-
oil because it's popular with many species in 
Cheyenne. I also learned juncos prefer hopper-
style feeders, platform feeders or feeding on the 
ground. 
 
Seventy-one species are listed as potential 
feeder birds in the Northwest region, which 
stretches from British Columbia to Wyoming. 
However, about 15 of those species have yet to 
be seen in Cheyenne, so click on the "All About 
Birds" link to check a species' actual range. 
 
The Project FeederWatch website addresses 
every question I can think of regarding wild bird 
feeding: 

• Grit and water provision 
• Feeder cleaning 
• Predator avoidance 
• Squirrel exclusion 
• Window strike reduction 
• Sick birds 
• Tricky identification, like hairy vs 

downy woodpecker. 
             



 
	

	

In the "Community" section you'll find the 
results of last season's photo contest, 
participants' other photos, featured participants, 
tips, FAQs, the blog, and the FeederWatch cam. 
 
I find the "Explore" section fascinating. This is 
where you can investigate the data yourself. The 
"Map Room" shows where juncos like to winter 
best. 
 
Based on last season's data, in the far north 
region of Canada, juncos were number 12 in 
abundance at feeders. In the southeastern U.S., 
they were number 13. However, in the 
southwest, which has a lot of cold high 
elevations, they were number two, as they were 
in the northeast region, and number three in the 
central region, the northern Great Plains. Here 
in the northwest region, they were number one. 
We have perfect junco winter conditions, not 
too cold, not too warm. 
 
However, looking at the top 25 species for 
Wyoming in the same 2016-2017 season (based 
on percent of sites visited and the average flock 
size), juncos came in fifth, after house sparrow, 
house finch, goldfinch and black-capped 
chickadee. Other years, especially between the 
seasons beginning in 2007 and 2013, they have 
been number one.  
 
I looked at my own Project FeederWatch data 
to see if I could spot 

any dark-eyed junco trends. I get in 18-20 
weekly counts per year. In the past 18 years, 
there were three when the juncos missed none 
or only one of the weeks, in 2001, 2005 and 
2008. Those seasons also happened to be the 
largest average flock sizes, 8.65 to 9.72 birds 
per flock. 
 
Later, there were three seasons in which juncos 
came up missing six or seven weeks, 2011, 
2013 and 2016. Two of those were the seasons 
of the smallest average flock sizes, 1.6 to 2.5 
birds per flock. It appears my local junco 
population was in a downward trend between 
2008 and 2016. Let's hope it's a cycle. Or 
maybe our yard's habitat has changed or there 
are more hawks or cats scaring the juncos away. 
Or some weeks it's too warm in town and they 
go back to the mountains. One yard does not 
make a city-wide trend, but we won't know 
what the trend is unless more people in 
Cheyenne participate. 
 
How many FeederWatchers are there in 
Cheyenne? We've had as many as four, back in 
1999-2004, but lately there's only been one or 
two of us. Statewide, Wyoming averages 25 
participants per year. 
If you sign up, you'll have your own red dot on 
the map (but your identity won't be publicized). I 
hope you'll become a FeederWatcher this 
season. 

 

 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 



 
	

	

9  A W E S O M E  F A C T S  A B O U T  B I R D  M I G R A T I O N 					
By Jhaneel Lockhart 
 
Forget the changing leaves and pumpkin-spiced everything. For bird enthusiasts, fall's big event is 
spying birds as they pass through on migration. In North America, most bird species migrate to some 
extent, with more than 350 species traveling to the tropics each fall.  October is the perfect time to spot 
winged travelers, so we thought we’d give you a few interesting facts to get you started: 
 
1. At least 4,000 species of bird are regular migrants, which is about 40 percent of the total number of 
birds in the world. (Although this number will likely increase as we learn more about the habits of birds 
in tropical regions.) 
 
2. Birds can reach great heights as they migrate. Bar-headed geese are the highest-flying migratory 
birds, regularly reaching altitudes of up to five and a half miles above sea level while flying over the 
Himalayas in India. But the bird with the record for the highest altitude ever is the Ruppel’s griffon 
vulture, which collided with a plane at 37,000 feet (that’s seven miles!) in 1975 and was unfortunately 
sucked into its jet engine.  
 
3. The Arctic tern has the longest migration of any bird in the world. 
These black-capped, red-billed birds can fly more than 49,700 miles 
in a year, making a round trip between their breeding grounds in the 
Arctic and the Antarctic, where they spend their winters. The lucky 
bird gets to see two summers a year! And over its lifespan of more 
than 30 years, the flights can add up to the equivalent of three trips 
to the moon and back. 
 
4. Speaking of long distances, the northern wheatear travels up to 
9,000 miles each way between the Arctic and Africa, giving it one of 
the largest ranges of any songbird. What makes this an amazing feat 
is that the tiny bird weighs less than an ounce, on average.  
 
5. The award for fastest bird goes to the great snipe: It flies around 
4,200 miles at speeds of up to 60mph! No other animal travels at 
such speeds for such long distances. Birds usually utilize tailwinds (winds blowing in the same direction 
they fly) to help them go faster, but the snipe’s speeds don’t seem to be a result of that. 
 

6. The bar-tailed godwit can fly for nearly 7,000 miles without 
stopping, making it the bird with the longest recorded non-stop 
flight. During the eight-day journey, the bird doesn’t stop for food 
or rest, demonstrating jaw-dropping endurance. 
 
7. Migration can be extremely dangerous for birds, and many don’t 
often make it back to their starting point. Sometimes natural 
occurrences like harsh weather play a role, but many times, human 
activities are the cause of birds’ untimely demise. In the United 
States alone, up to one billion birds die each year from window 

The tiny Northern wheatear flies thousands 
of miles as it migrates. Photo: 
By Aviceda / CC BY-SA 3.0	
	

The Bar-tailed godwit flies for days without 
landing. Photo: By Andreas Trepte, www.photo-
natur.de	
	



	
	

	

collisions.  And approximately seven million die from striking TV and radio towers in North America 
annually, ABC News reports. 
 
8. To prepare for the extremely taxing effort of migration, birds enter a state called hyperphagia, where 
they bulk up on food in the preceding weeks to store fat, which they’ll later use for energy on their long 
journeys. Some birds, like the blackpoll warbler, almost double their body weight before flying 2,300 
miles non-stop for 86 hours.  
 
9. Even birds that don’t fly migrate. Emus, the large Australian birds, often travel for miles on foot to 
find food, and many populations of penguins migrate by swimming. 

	
Lockhart, Jhaneel. “9 Awesome Facts About Bird Migration.” Audubon, National Audubon Society, 13 Apr. 2016, 

www.audubon.org/news/9-awesome-facts-about-bird-migration. 

	
Olympic	BirdFest	2018	

Come	Bird	With	Us	

Sequim,	Washington,	April	13-15,	2018 
 
Grab your binoculars and join the 15th annual Olympic BirdFest 2018 celebration at the Dungeness 
River Audubon Center, April 13-15, 2018. 
 
The stage is set…quiet bays and estuaries, sandy beaches, a five-mile-long sand spit, and a 
protected island bird sanctuary on the Strait of Juan de Fuca; wetlands, tide pools, rainforests, and 
lush river valleys. The players are ready … Marbled Murrelets, Rhinoceros Auklets, Harlequin Ducks, 
Black Oystercatchers, Peregrine Falcons, Barred and Pygmy Owls will be sporting their finest spring 
plumage for this celebration. Enjoy guided birding trips, boat tour, and a gala banquet. Our featured 
speaker this year, Claudio Vidal has been exploring & birding since the age of 12 and currently leads 
birding/nature tours & photo safaris through Patagonia, Chile & South America.  
 
Come bird with us and experience with others the spectacular landscapes of the Olympic Peninsula 
…you just might go home with a new bird for your life list! Check out the offerings by going online 
(www.olympicbirdfest.org).   
 
Precede your BirdFest weekend with a three-day, two night birding cruise of the spectacular San 
Juan Islands on April 10-12, 2018. Visit San Juan and Sucia Islands, and more. Stay at the historic 
Roche Harbor Resort.  
 
Extend your Birdfest weekend with the Neah Bay post-trip, April 16-17, 2018: 
two and one-half days exploring northwest coastal Washington, a region rarely seen by birders. 
 
Contact us by phone, at 360-681-4076, 
E-mail us at info@olympicbirdfest.org ,  
Or write to us at: 

Dungeness River Audubon Center 
P.O. Box 2450 
Sequim, WA 98382 



 
	

	

 
 
 

HELP SUPPORT MURIE AUDUBON SOCIETY	

BECOME A ‘FRIEND’ 
 
The annual cost of being an individual or family ‘friend’ will be a donation of $10 or more.  Benefits 
include: Free monthly programs, free field trips, and a monthly subscription to Plains and Peaks 
newsletter.  All funds are used locally.  Check all that apply. 
 

r $10 One Year 

r Audubon Adventures (46.65 per classroom) 

r Other (Designate)  $ ______________ 

r WyoBirds ListServe (Amount of your Choosing) $___________ 

 
Total $ ___________ 
 

 
Name            
  
Address:            
 
            
 
 
City       St.     Zip     
 
Email Address: 
 

Please Make Checks Payable to MURIE AUDUBON SOCIETY, PO Box 2112, Casper, 
WY 82602 
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AUDUBON ROCKIES - REGIONAL OFFICE OF 
NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 

 
Regional Office: 106 N. College Ave., Suite 1, Fort Collins, CO 
80524. Phone: 970-416-6931 (Contact number for staff) 
Regional Community Naturalists, 410 McKean Rd., Moorcroft 
WY 82721, Phone: 307-756-3149.  
Dusty Downey—Cell: 504-453-4124, ddowney@audubon.org, 
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M A S  V I S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  
The vision of Murie Audubon Society is to instill 

a passion for nature in present and future 
generations through awareness, enjoyment, 

understanding, appreciation, conservation, and 
advocacy. 

 

M A S  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  
The mission of Murie Audubon Society is to 
promote the conservation of birds and other 
wildlife through education and enhancement 

of natural habitats, understanding, 
appreciation, conservation, and advocacy. 
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