
 

SPORTFISH POPULATIONS OF WYOMING 
 

T ravis Neebling is the Reservoir Research Biol-
ogist with the Wyoming Game and Fish De-

partment, a role he has served in since 2009.  Prior 
to beginning with the Department, he earned his 
Master of Science degree from Iowa State Universi-
ty and his Bachelor of Science degree from North-
land College. 
 Travis' research focuses on native and non-
native sportfish populations in Wyoming's large 
natural lakes and reservoirs.  He evaluates new 
gear and techniques, monitors trends in popula-
tions, evaluates fish size and health, and evaluates stocking and harvest rates.  He also 
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serves as the state's technical specialist 
on hydroacoustics and technical specialist 
on mercury contamination in fish.  He will 
be describing his work in more detail and 
will be available to answer any questions 
you may have on Wyoming's fisheries. 
 Come and hear more about this on-
going research on Friday, March 11, 2016, 
at 7 PM at the Oil & Gas Conservation 
Commission Building at 2211 King Blvd.  
As always, the program is free and open 
to the public!! 
PROGRAM CHAIR – Bruce Walgren 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S FIELD 

NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I  hope everyone enjoyed their time at 
the Murie Audubon Society Banquet. 

The final numbers are not in as of this 
newsletter submit date, but any money 
raised is a win for the students of 
Natrona County!  
 As for the birds… Many are begin-
ning their return journey! I have been 
seeing reports from Texas that swallows, 
Purple Martins, and Sandhill Cranes are 
on the move. In Colorado, Double-
crested Cormorants have returned to 
nesting sites and Say’s Phoebes have 
been spotted as well. It won’t be long 
and we will begin to see more and more 
new birds moving into our region.  
 During March, watch the open wa-
ter for migrating ducks. In late March, 

begin to look and listen for Sandhill 
Cranes out near the airport. They can be 
seen often on 33 Mile Road. As spring 
and summer rolls in, more field trips and 
volunteer opportunities will be available 
to participate in! Get out and enjoy these 
opportunities! 
 
MAS February Field Trip Report 
 The Murie Audubon Society filled a 
van with 13 members to participate in a 
field trip with the Bighorn Audubon Soci-
ety on Feb. 13th. About 10 members of 
the Bighorn Audubon Society participat-

ed in bird-
ing at The 
Brinton Mu-
seum and 
two local 
residences. 
We want to 
thank the 
B i g h o r n 
A u d u b o n 
S o c i e t y 

members who let us into their homes to 
see some great birds and for providing 
refreshments.  
 Here a are a few of the highlight 
birds we saw (in order of appearance): 
Ferruginous Hawk, Bohemian Waxwing, 
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch, Evening Gros-
beak, Common Redpoll, Hoary Redpoll, 
and Sharp-tailed Grouse.  

PRESIDENT – Zach Hutchinson 

 
Murie Audubon Society Awards 
 At the Murie Audubon Society Ban-
quet, we handed out our Conservation 
Award and Education Award. The recipi-
ent of the Conservation award went to 
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Susan Ahalt and Ironside Bird Rescue for 
all the raptor recoveries they perform. 
Congratulations to Susan and her volun-
teers.  

 The Education Award was present-
ed to Dr. Evert Brown and the Casper 
Mountain Science School for serving the 
children of Natrona County in a very 
unique science program.  

 We also presented three new 
awards, The Birdies. These awards were 
our more light-hearted awards, presented 
for Best Bird, Best Yard Bird, and Best 
Birding Facial Hair. Each year we will do 
some of these awards, always in a fun-
loving fashion.  

The recipients were: Best Bird goes to 
Kathy Adams—Red-throated Loon. 
 
 
 
 

 Best Yard Bird goes to Gene 
Rohrbeck—White-winged Crossbill,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and Best Birding Facial Hair goes to Rich 
Weaver.  
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Thank you to all the recipients for all you 
do.  

PRESIDENT – Zach Hutchinson 

(Ed.’s Note—In the February 26th edition 
of USA Today, State-by-State section, un-
der Wyoming was the following:  Powell: 
Ironside Bird Rescue reported an increase 
in the number of protected birds that 
have been shot in recent months, the 
Powell Tribune reported. A bald eagle 
found in January near Riverton was the 
most recent protected bird brought in 
with a gunshot wound.) 
 
Community Naturalist Update 
Education: The Casper Community Natu-
ralist provided outreach to 815 people/
students in the month of February. In ad-
dition, 106 students received Audubon 
Adventure magazines as part of the Dis-
cover Program offered by the Natrona 
County School District.  
MAPS Banding Station: There will be a 
MAPS Bird Banding Station at Edness 
Kimball Wilkins State Park this year. It will 
be open to the public to attend and ac-
tively participate. There will be multiple 
training sessions later in spring to pre-
pare for the station. The banding dates 
for Edness Kimball Wilkins State Park are: 
June: 14th & 21st  
July: 2nd, 12th, 26th, & 30th  
Other:  I have been diligently working in 
my off time to put the final touches on 
the Great Wyoming Birding Trail. We are 
in talks with a development group to turn 
the trail into a mobile phone application 
that would be available nationwide! With 
ecotourism being such an integral part of 
Wyoming industry, this app has great po-
tential. Audubon Rockies will be looking 

for more sponsors/donors for the app, 
and any recommendations can be sent to 
Zach Hutchinson at 
zhutchinson@audubon.org. 
 Brown bag lunch is back! We will 
meet at 11:30 AM at Game & Fish at the 
dates below. 
Dates:  March 25th None – Easter 
  April 29th 11:30 AM – 1:30 PM 

May 27th 11:30 AM – 1:30 PM 
Zach Hutchinson 

 

BIRD NOTES 

 

 

 

M other Nature seemed determined 
to give us a wide variety of weather 

conditions in January, (and continued do-
ing so in February!).  There have been 
freezing temperatures, snowstorms, high 
winds – then switching to warm spring-
like conditions.  Consequentially, bird ac-
tivity has been somewhat unpredictable.  
Canada Geese have been seen in many 
areas; also, movements of flocks of Snow 
Geese have been reported in Nebraska.  
There have been some interesting reports 
at feeders:   a late Spotted Towhee for 
Frank Odasz in Casper; a Purple Finch at 

mailto:zhutchinson@audubon.org
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Chris Michelson’s feeder; 20 to 30 Com-
mon Redpolls (almost daily!) at Deane 
Bjerke’s feeders in Buffalo; lots of Gray-
crowned Rosy-Finches for Ruth Salvatore 
in Ucross; a Merlin working on the House 
Sparrow population in Riverton for Bob 
and Suzanne Hargis; and in Dubois, Anna 
and Michael have had both Red and 
White-winged Crossbills at their feeder 
station.  (Anna also noted that they have 
seen several Three-toed Woodpeckers on 
their weekly snowshoeing excursions on 
Togwotee Pass.)   
Other unusual reports:  a Northern Cardi-
nal becoming a regular at a feeder in 
western Nebraska (Mitchell); a Pine Gros-
beak in Omaha (a rare visitor for eastern 
Nebraska); and Bruce Bennett in White-
horse, YT, noted that it has been a mild 
winter – below normal snowfall and 
above normal temps, and he reported 
seeing Black-capped and Boreal Chicka-
dees (no Mountains), but no redpolls, 
crossbills, or woodpeckers.  And, at this 
writing, a Snowy Owl has been reported 
just northeast of Casper.   
Yard Bird Project – For the month of 
January, we received 30 reports from 16 
locations in 3 states plus the Yukon; 27 
species were reported.  Thanks to every-
one who helped with the Project in Janu-
ary; it all helps add to our knowledge of 
bird activity!!  Casper, WY:  Ann Hines – 
Pine Siskin, Barb Yonts – House Finch, 
Bob Yonts – Northern Flicker, Gene and 
Bonnie Rohrbeck  – Red-breasted Nut-
hatch, Donna Walgren – Common Raven, 
Bonnie Rohrbeck – Red-breasted Nut-
hatch, Chris Michelson – Purple Finch, 
Frank Odasz – Spotted Towhee, Bart Rea 
– Song Sparrow, Casper College Green-

house – Red-tailed Hawk; Buffalo, WY:  
Deane Bjerke – Common Redpoll; Du-
bois, WY:  Anna Moscicki – White-
winged Crossbill, Michael Kenney – Com-
mon Redpoll; Gillette, WY:  Verna Hays – 
Dark-eyed Junco (slate-col); Mills, WY:  
Bruce Walgren – Canada Goose; Pacific 
Creek, WY:  Helen Bishop – Ruffed 
Grouse, Dave Bishop – American Dipper; 
Riverton, WY:  Bob Hargis – White-
crowned Sparrow, Suzanne Hargis – Mer-
lin; Togwotee Pass, WY:  Anna Moscicki 
– Three-toed Woodpecker; Ucross, WY:  
Ruth Salvatore – Gray-crowned Rosy-
Finch; Glendale, AZ:  Judy Timperley-
Mathias – Northern Mockingbird; 
Sonoita, AZ:  Jim Lawrence – Acorn 
Woodpecker, Gloria Lawrence – Northern, 
Mockingbird; Harrison CBC, NE:  Bruce 
Walgren – Sharp-tailed Grouse, Donna 
Walgren – Brown Creeper; Mitchell, NE:  
Kathy DeLara – White-breasted Nuthatch; 
Omaha, NE:  Clem Klaphake – Pine Gros-
beak; Scottsbluff, NE:  Lonnie Frimann – 
Bald Eagle; Whitehorse, YT:  Bruce Ben-
nett – Boreal Chickadee.   
 Good Birding!!  Keep those binocu-
lars handy!!  

Donna Walgren 

 

CORN CASSEROLE 

 

J.P. Cavigelli says, “My fiancé, Becky, 

brought a pan to the Xmas Bird Count 
dinner and had numerous requests for 
the recipe.” 
 Here is the recipe for Michelle's 
Mom's Unusually Good Corn Casserole, 
by Sharon Fowler. 

1 cube Butter, melted (1/2 cup) 
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1 cup sour cream 
1 can cream style corn (17 oz.) 
1 can regular corn, plus its juice (17 oz.) 
1/4 tsp butter flavoring 
1 beaten egg 
chopped jalapenos if you like 
 Mix all these in a flat 9 x 13 casse-
role dish, or similar.  Just before putting 
in the oven, mix in 1 box Jiffy corn bread 
mix (8.5 oz.).  Bake in oven @ 350 degs. 
for 45 minutes. 
 

UNIVERSITY OF WYOMING  

SONGBIRD BRAIN STUDIES SHED 

LIGHT (BIRD BANTER) 
By Barb Gorges 

W e are used to thinking about many 
animals standing in for humans in 

studies that will benefit us: rats, chimps, 
rabbits. But should we add songbirds to 
that list? They apparently work well for 
studying how we learn to speak. 
 At the February Cheyenne Audubon 
meeting, Karagh Murphy, a University of 
Wyoming doctoral candidate in the Zool-
ogy and Physiology Department, ex-

plained how Bengalese finches help her 
study how brains learn. 
 Learning by example, whether bird 
or human, takes place in two parts. First 
the student observes, or in the case of 
male birds learning to sing so they can 
defend their territory and attract mates, 
they listen. Then they attempt imitation, 
practicing by listening to themselves and 
getting feedback. 
 What Karagh wanted to know is if 
HVC neurons in the birds' brains are ac-
tive at both stages, hearing and doing. 
It's just a simple matter of plugging a 
computer into the right place in a bird's 
brain. 
 First though, you have to wrangle 
your subjects, capturing them in the walk

-in-sized aviary, 
and then get 
them used to hav-
ing the wispiest of 
cables attached to 
the tiny instru-
ment on their 
heads. Otherwise, 
they are too 
stressed to sing.  
 Karagh rec-
orded the firing 

pattern of the HVC neurons, producing 
something like the electrocardiogram 
that shows heart beats, and compared it 
to the spectrogram, another linear graph 
of peaks and valleys that visualizes the 
frequencies of the song she played for 
the bird to hear, and then the song the 
bird sang. Both spectrograms matched 
the peaks and valleys of the HVC neuron 
pattern, essentially showing the neurons 
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are used for both auditory and motor 
output, the action of singing. 
 Recently, something very similar 
has been found in humans, called mirror 
neurons. 
 The second speaker was Jonathan 
Prather, an associate professor in the de-
partment's neuroscience program. While 
Karagh has been studying males learning 
to sing, Jonathan has been figuring out 
what the female Bengalese finches want 
to hear. 
 Female birds don't sing. At most, 
they produce call notes to communicate. 
But they enjoy listening to males sing 
and they judge them by their song to de-
termine which one is the fittest potential 
mate, which will give them the fittest 
young. 
 Jonathan thought there might be a 
"sexy syllable," some part of the song 
that would get the females excited, 
measured by how often the females call 
in response. He measured their responses 
as he played back songs he had manipu-
lated. 

SNOWY OWL VISIT 

O n February 
22, many 

birders “flocked” 
to see the Snowy 
Owl perched on a 
fence post for all 
to see all the time 
w o n d e r i n g , 
“What’s the BIG 
FUSS with all these 
cars, people, bin-
oculars, scopes 
and cameras?” 

(Photo by Zach Hutchinson.) 

HAWKER HUNTERS 

F alconry is less fashionable now that 
it was in days of yore.  But, over the 

past few years, sharp-eyed ramblers in 
south Wales may have witnessed an up-
dated version of this ancient pastime.  
Since 2012, in a project sponsored by the 
United Stated Air Force, Caroline Brighton 
and Graham Taylor of Oxford University 
have been flying peregrine falcons and 
Harris’s hawks over the Black Mountains 
of Monmouthshire to study how these 
birds chase their prey.  Ms. Brighton 
hopes to gain a doctorate from the re-
search.  The USAF hopes the birds may 
be able to teach it a trick or two about 
intercepting targets, both in the air (the 
specialty of peregrines) and on the 
ground (the specialty of Harris’s Hawks). 
 To carry out their research, Ms. 
Brighton and Dr. Taylor turned to the 
technology of wildlife documentaries.  
They attached miniature cameras and 
satellite trackers to harnesses worn by 
their birds.  Then they put the birds 
through a series of tests.  These included 
attacking a dead pheasant on the 
ground, chasing a dead chick that was 
dragged along the ground and through a 
series of tunnels by a winch and cable, 
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and catching a dead chick dropped at altitude from a radio-controlled model aircraft.  
They fed the images they had recorded into a computer, which worked out the trajec-
tory taken by the bird to intercept its pray. 
 Their first discovery was that, rather than hunting in the way previous research 
had suggested—namely, holding the prey at a constant angel while they moved in to 
intercept it—the birds followed a rule, known as proportional navigation, currently 
used by many missile-guidance systems.  Unlike constant-angle tracking, this requires 
constant recalculation of speed and bearing, and is considered a hard trick. 
 What really intrigued the researchers’ air-force paymasters, though, was a pere-
grine’s responses if a live pheasant or duck turned up during a test.  Then, the bird 
instantly lost interest in the lure and chased its new quarry using a tracking tech-
nique, dubbed optimal guidance, that is fitted only to the most advanced sorts of 
missiles.  Optimal guidance employs optimal-control theory, a branch of math also 
used in things like inventory control for manufacturing processes.  That has led the 
air force’s experts to hope birds of prey may have other techniques to show off, per-
haps including ones that human missile engineers have not yet thought of. 
(From The Economist—November 21, 2015, submitted by Bart Rea.) 

ALCOVA SCHOOL STUDENTS 

 

Kyra Kimball 
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“I like watching the birds at 

Alcova School.  I think it is in-

teresting when they land on 

the power lines.  It is so funny 

when a big bird tries to get 

seed and the feeder locks!”  

Brandon—Grade 1 

“I love birds because of their 

color and they are cute.  At our 

feeder, I love Pinyon jays the 

best.”  Megan—Grade 1 
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The annual cost of being an individual or family ‘Friend’ will be a donation of $10 or more.  Benefits in-

clude:  Free monthly programs, free field trips, subscription to the monthly Plains and Peaks newslet-

ter (also, available at www.murieaudubon.org).    Your name is not shared with other organizations.   

All of your funds are used locally.  Check all that apply.  

$10 One year 

Audubon Adventures ($45.65 each classroom)  

Other (Designate) $__________________  

WyoBirds Listserve (An amount of your choosing) $_____________ 

                                   Total   $ ____________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________   

 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 City:________________ST____ZIP________ 

 

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________ 

  

Make checks payable to Murie Audubon Society and mail to:  Murie Audubon Society, PO Box 2112, 

Casper, WY  82602.   ATTN: Treasurer.   

(Web Newsletter:  Use your printer to print just this page, fill out, and send to the above address.) 

HELP SUPPORT MURIE AUDUBON SOCIETY BY BECOMING A 
“FRIEND OF MURIE AUDUBON” 
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MAS VISION STATEMENT 

 

 The Vision of Murie Audubon Society 

is to instill a passion for nature in pre-

sent and future generations through 

awareness, enjoyment, understanding, 

appreciation, conservation and advoca-

cy. 

MAS MISSION STATEMENT 

 

 The Mission of Murie Audubon Society is to 

promote the conservation of birds and other 

wildlife through education and enhancements 

of natural habitats, understanding, apprecia-

tion, conservation and advocacy. 

MAS CHAPTER OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT—Zach Hutchinson (267-7560) 
zhutch47@gmail.com 
VICE-PRESIDENT—Bruce Walgren (234-7455),  
bruce_walgren@bresnan.net 
RECORDING SECRETARY—Kim Grant, 
kimgrant5000@gmail.com 
TREASURER—Stacey Scott (262-0055),  
hustace@gmail.com 
PROGRAM CHAIR—Bruce Walgren  
CIRCULATION/MEMBERSHIP RECORDS—Jan Whitney 
(237-7709), janw@tribcsp.com 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR—Harry Martin (258-1255), 
harry@harrymartincartoons.com 
EDUCATION CHAIR—Hazel Scharosch, (234-8479),  
schazel@hotmail.com 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR & WEBSITE—Rose-Mary King 
(262-4861), kingchick3547@live.com 
HOSPITALITY CHAIR—Kathy Knapp (259-2165),  
KathyaKnapp@hotmail.com; Nancy Stichert (265-0144), 
nstichert@teglerinsurance.com  
PUBLICITY CHAIR—J. P. Cavigelli (258-1093),  
jpcavigelli@caspercollege.edu 
FIELD TRIP CHAIR—VACANT 
BANQUET CHAIR—VACANT 
EMERITUS—Bart Rea (234-6282), bdrea@tribscp.com  
PAST PRESIDENT—Chris Michelson (234-8726),  
michelsonce@aol.com 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Term expires 2016 
Bob Yonts – (473-3045), bbyonts@juno.com; J.P. Cavigelli; 
Rose-Mary King  
 
Term expires 2017 
Hayley Lanier, hlanier@uwyo.edu; Jenny Edwards, jen-

ny5526@myncsd.org; Larry Keffer, lkefer2005@yahoo.com; 

Donna Walgren (234-7455), piranga@bresnan.net  

AUDUBON ROCKIES - REGIONAL OFFICE OF NATIONAL  
AUDUBON SOCIETY  

 
Regional Office: 106 N. College Ave., Suite 1, Fort Collins, CO 
80524. Phone: 970-416-6931 (Contact number for staff)  
Regional Community Naturalists, 410 McKean Rd., Moorcroft WY 
82721, Phone: 307-756-3149. Dusty Downey—Cell: 504-453-4124, 
ddowney@audubon.org, Jacelyn Downey—Cell: 504-453-4139, 
jdowney@audubon.org;  
Casper Community Naturalist—Zach Hutchinson, (267-7560) 
zhutchinson@audubon.org 
 
STAFF 
Allison Holloran - Executive Director of Audubon Rockies Region, 
aholloran@audubon.org  
John Kloster-Prew, Development Director  
Daly Edmunds, Regional Policy Coordinator  
Abby Burk, WRAN Coordinator Jamie Weiss, Habitat Heroes Coordi-
nator  
Sandy McIntyre, Office Assistant  
Lynn Tennefoss, Vice President, State Programs and Chapter Ser-
vices, ltennefoss@audubon.org  
Audubon Rockies website - http://www.rockies.audubon.org  
Facebook under Audubon Rockies  

NOTICE TO FRIEND OF MURIE  
NEWSLETTER RECIPIENTS:  

Those who have not paid in one year or more 
should see “Expired” and a date of Expiration 
on your mailing label, probably on the same line 
as your name.  You will only receive one more 
(October) newsletter after this one.  If you feel 
this is in error, please contact Bruce Walgren 

(234-7455) and we can work out the details. 


