
 

AFTER THE BLAZE: TRACKING LONG-TERM ECOSYSTEM RESPONSES 
TO THE 1988 YELLOWSTONE FIRES 

O ur guest speaker for the October program 
will be Dr. Hayley Lanier; she studied the 

effects of the Yellowstone fires on the area’s 
communities. The 1988 Yellowstone fires were 
the largest historically recorded fires in the re-
gion.  Scorching more than 1/3 of the Greater 
Yellowstone Area, these fires were particularly 
extreme due to an exceptionally dry summer 
and a build-up of fuel from decades of fire 
suppression. Immediately after the fires, re-
searchers from the University of Wyoming be-
gan studying the impacts of these fires on the 
small mammals, insects, and habitat struc-
ture.  In regular intervals covering the subse-
quent 27 years, we have worked to study communities in these burned habitats to exam-

CALENDAR 

October 9—6:00PM—Board Meet-
ing—OGCC Bldg., 2211 King Blvd., fol-
lowed by General Meeting at 7:00PM 
 

October 10—Field Trip—Pg. 3 
 

October 31—Field Trip—Pg. 3 
 

October 19—Deadline for November 
newsletter 
 

November 5-25—Wyoming Grass-
lands—Pg. 3 
 

November  13—6:00PM Board Meet-
ing—OGCC Bldg, 2211 King Blvd., fol-
lowing by General Meeting at 7:00PM 
 

February 6, 2016 – MAS Annual 
Banquet and Fundraiser – Parkway Pla-
za 
 
SAVE TREES—Get your newsletter 
at murieaudubon.org! Contact Rose-
Mary at kingchick3547@live.com or 
262-4861. 
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ine how habitat changes resulting from 
the fires relate to shifts in species distri-
butions, abundance, and animal move-
ment, and what the long-term implica-
tions of such a massive fire season are for 
the region. In a summer where huge for-
est fires dominate the headlines, it is even 
more important for us to understand what 
decades of fire research are telling us 
about how these ecosystems will be 
changing in the future.  
 In addition to being a new board 
member for Murie Audubon, Hayley has 
been an assistant professor of Zoology & 
Physiology at the University of Wyoming 
at Casper College since 2013, where she 
teaches courses in evolution, ornithology, 
mammalogy, and conservation biology. 
Her research on the ecology and evolution 
of mammals has taken her from the far-
thest islands and mountains of Alaska, to 
the cloud forests of Guatemala and Costa 
Rica, to the backcountry of Wyoming.  
 Come and hear more about this on-
going study on Friday, October 9, 2015, 
at 7 PM at the Oil & Gas Conservation 
Commission Building at 2211 King Blvd.  
As always, the program is free and open 
to the public!! 
 The November program will be 
“Wolverines and other Nongame Mammals 
of Wyoming”, presented by Nichole Bjorn-
lie. 

PROGRAM CHAIR—Bruce Walgren 
 
 

FROM THE  
PRESIDENT’S FIELD 

NOTES 
 

F all is creeping up on us. 
We can’t stop it, so we 

might as well enjoy it! Get 
out to areas where water-

fowl congregate, check every gull you see 
for something of interest, and watch for a 
late push of passerines that could include 
an unusual bird!  
 I’m shortening the bird update to 
ask for help from our Murie Audubon 
Members. Our banquet is coming fast up-

on us, and I need your help. We need do-
nations for silent auctions, raffles, and live 
auctions. If you know of any local organi-
zation who might have a donation to give, 
or wish to give a donation yourself, con-
tact me at zhutchinson@audubon.org. 
Books, pictures, bird feed, native flower 
mix, gift cards, or anything else of that 
nature will be accepted.  

PRESIDENT—Zach Hutchinson 
 
 

BIRD NOTES  
  

F all migration con-
tinues!  Birds are 

making their way to-
wards their wintering 
grounds.  As of this 
writing, Wilson’s and 
Yellow-rumped War-
blers are still being 
seen in good numbers, 
along with various spe-
cies of sparrows.  
There have been some 
interesting sightings:  
Jim Lawrence had a Northern Waterthrush 
in his yard, Chris Michelson had a juvenile 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at EKW SP, 
Bruce Bennett in Whitehorse reported lots 
of Golden-crowned Sparrows in his yard, 
and Bruce and I had a Northern Mocking-
bird and an Olive-sided Flycatcher on the 
Garden Creek riparian survey.  Days are 
getting shorter, nights are getting cooler, 
and birds are on the move!  It is still en-
joyable to take a walk, and see the 
changing colors in the vegetation; and 
catch sight of the birds.  But they aren’t 
quite as easy to spot – they aren’t 
“talking” much, and their plumage may 
not be as colorful.   
August Yard Birds:  For the month of 
August, we received 35 reports from 17 
locations in 5 states Plus the Yukon; 29 
species were reported.  Casper, WY:  
Barb Yonts – Blue Jay, Bob Yonts – Wil-
son’s Warbler, Bart Rea – Wild Turkey, 
Donna Walgren – American Goldfinch, 
Frank Odasz – Wilson’s Warbler, Rose-
Mary King – MacGillivray’s Warbler, Cas-
per College Greenhouse – Red-tailed 

mailto:zhutchinson@audubon.org
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Hawk, Gloria Lawrence – Green-tailed 
Towhee, Chris Michelson – Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, Jim Lawrence – Townsend’s 
Warbler, Haley Tolbert – Red-tailed 
Hawk ; Cheyenne, WY:  Barb Gorges – 
Lesser Goldfinch; Dubois, WY:  Anna 
Moscicki – Green-tailed Towhee, Michael 
Kenney – Mountain Bluebird; Edness 
Kimball SP, WY:  Donna Walgren – 
American Redstart, Chris Michelson – 
Northern Parula, Bruce Walgren – Wood 
Duck; Glenrock, WY:  Cam Trembath – 
American Kestrel, Magnus Trembath – 
Killdeer, Andrea Trembath – Western 
Meadowlark; Mills, WY:  Bruce Walgren – 
Black-capped Chickadee; Pacific Creek, 
WY:  Helen Bishop – Evening Grosbeak; 
Riverton, WY:  Suzanne Hargis – Belted 
Kingfisher, Bob Hargis – Green-tailed 
Towhee; Mitchell, NE:  Kathy DeLara – 
Calliope Hummingbird; Bellevue, NE:  
Clem Klaphake – Wilson’s Warbler; 
Scottsbluff, NE:  Lonnie Frimann – Blue 
Jay; Gering, NE:  Alice Kenitz – Eastern 
Phoebe; Glendale, AZ:  Judy Timperley-
Mathias – Great-tailed Grackle; Orchard 
Park, NY:  Dorothy Rosche – Ruby-
throated Hummingbird, Richard Rosche – 
Baltimore Oriole;  Blaine, Washington:  
Cecil Foote – Chestnut-backed Chickadee, 
Pat Classen – Downy Woodpecker;  
Wasilla, AK:  Dave Bishop – Common 
Loon; Whitehorse, YT:  Bruce Bennett – 
Mountain Chickadee.    
 Thanks to all who helped with the 
Yard Bird Project!!!  Enjoy Fall Migration!! 

Donna Walgren 
 
 

OCTOBER FIELD TRIPS 
 

T here will be two 
field trips in Oc-

tober for any inter-
ested parties. The 
first will occur on Oc-
tober 10th. We will 
meet at the Tate 
Pumphouse at 8AM 
and continue on to 

Goldeneye Reservoir. We will be looking 
for migrating waterfowl, unusual gulls, 
and anything else we can get our eyes on. 

The second field trip will be on October 
31st to Lake DeSmet. Look for a note from 
Chris Michelson on more information re-
garding the Lake DeSmet field trip. 

Zach Hutchinson 
  
 Assuming that the weather is OK, 
there will be a field trip Oct. 31, 2015 go-
ing to the Buffalo, Healy Reservoir, Lake 
DeSmet and Storey area.  We will meet at 
the east side Ridley's parking lot planning 
to leave at 7:00AM sharp.  We should ar-
rive in Buffalo about 9:00AM.  Dress for 
the weather and bring what ever food and 
drink you need. 

Chris Michelson 
 

WYOMING GRASSLANDS 
 
Take a Closer Look—Photographs by 
Michael P. Berman and William S. Sut-
ton 
 
 “There’s nothing out here!” That’s 
what some visitors hurrying along I-80 
say about our state’s wide-open spaces. 
But photographers Michael P. Berman and 
William S. Sutton know better. They are 
sharing their love of this beautiful and 
vast Wyoming landscape in Wyoming 
Grasslands, a photographic collaboration 
among the artists, The Nature Conservan-
cy in Wyoming, and the Buffalo Bill Center 
of the West’s Draper Natural History Mu-
seum.   
 The exhibition will visit the 
Natrona County Public Library No-
vember 5-25. An Open House will be 
held on Monday evening, November 
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16, at 6:30pm. Brent Lathrop, Wyoming 
Nature Conservancy land steward, will be 
on hand to discuss the importance of 
grasslands to people and wildlife.  Re-
freshments will be served. 
 Berman and Sutton spent three 
years traversing Wyoming, logging many 
miles in an old pickup truck and on foot. 
Their travels took them to public and pri-
vate lands, including several properties 
with conservation easements held by The 
Nature Conservancy.   
 These grasslands of Wyoming are 
places whose biological wealth is as subtle 
as the views are vast. The images offer a 
raw and dramatic glimpse of a landscape 
– from prairie grasslands and meadows to 
sagebrush-steppe and foothill grasslands 
– that is disappearing faster than the Am-
azon rainforests.  
 “We either learn to see these land-
scapes, or we lose them,” says Michael 
Berman.   
 Frank Goodyear, a writer, curator 
and Conservancy trustee who helped 
spearhead the photography project, com-
ments, “The reality of this viewing experi-
ence can be transformative; their photo-
graphs activate our senses and leave no 
emotions, or sensations, untouched.” 
 Among the many locations featured 
in the exhibition are the Thunder Basin 
National Grasslands, Tom Thorne/Beth 
Williams Wildlife Habitat Management Ar-
ea, and the Shirley Basin. In addition to 
the photography exhibition, a companion 
book of the major exhibition has been 
published by Oklahoma University Press, 
featuring the work of Sutton and Berman, 
along with essays by conservation biolo-
gist Dr. Charles Preston, the Willis McDon-
ald IV Senior Curator of Natural Science at 
the Buffalo Bill Center of the West’s 
Draper Natural History Museum, and 
Frank Goodyear Jr.  
 This stop is part of a tour of 14 pub-
lic libraries in the state, as well as the Wy-
oming State Museum and the Ucross 
Foundation during 2015-16. 
 The Natrona County Public Li-
brary is located at 307 E. 2nd Street in 
Casper. (307) 577-READ. 
 Regular hours are Monday-

Thursday, 9am-8pm and Friday and 
Saturday, 9am-5pm and Sunday, 1am
-5pm. 
 Information about other stops on 
the Wyoming Grasslands exhibition tour 
may be found at nature.org/wyoming.  
 

THE ARTISTS 
 
 MICHAEL P. BERMAN resides in 
southwest New Mexico’s Mimbres Valley. 
In 1974, he attended Colorado College 
where he studied biology and worked with 
the Peregrine Falcon Recovery Project, 
1978 – 1984. He received a 2008 Gug-
genheim Fellowship to photograph the 
grasslands of the Chihuahuan Desert. His 
work is included in the collections of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Amon 
Carter Museum, and the Museum of New 
Mexico, among others. He has received 
painting fellowships from the Arizona 
Commission on the Arts and the Wurlitzer 
Foundation. His installations, photo-
graphs, and paintings have been exhibited 
throughout America. In 2012, the Muse-
um of New Mexico Press published The Gi-
la, Berman’s fourth book devoted to the 
borderlands of the U.S. and Mexico. 
 WILLIAM S. SUTTON was born in 
1956 in Toledo, Ohio, and was raised in 
New York State, Arizona, and the western 
suburbs of Chicago. He received his B.F.A. 
and M.F.A. from the University of Colora-
do in Boulder. He has just been awarded a 
prestigious Guggenheim Fellowship which 
was a direct outgrowth of his work on this 
grasslands project. His photographs have 
been exhibited widely and are in the per-
manent collections of the Museum of Mod-
ern Art, the Denver Art Museum, the 
Southwest Collection at Texas Tech Uni-
versity, Princeton University Art Museum, 
Yale University Art Gallery, Arizona State 
University, the University of Colorado, the 
Colorado Historical Society, and the Uni-
versity of Chicago, among others. His first 
monograph, At Home in the West: Photo-
graphs of Public Land, published in the fall 
of 2012. Sutton is an associate professor 
at Regis College in Denver. He lives in the 
mountains west of Denver.  
 

http://www.nature.org/wyoming
http://www.nature.org/wyoming


Page 5 PLAINS & PEAKS 

COMMUNITY 
NATURALIST  

UPDATE 
 

S ummer has end-
ed, and I have a 

final tally for the 
number of individu-
als reached by the 
Casper Community 
Naturalist program 
since May. From 

May to August, 535 children and 136 
adults have been directly involved in a 
Casper Community Naturalist program. 
Adding to these numbers are the large 
numbers of children and adults, 
statewide, who watch the K2 segment on 
Thursday mornings. While numbers are a 
helpful indicator of impact, I strive to 
make more than a numbers impact. The 
goal is to do more than see a large num-
ber of children. We want to have a lasting 
impact that changes the way they view 
the world around them. 

COMMUNITY NATURALIST—Zach 
Hutchinson 

 
 

Greater Sage-Grouse Do Not 
Warrant Federal Protection  

 

F ORT COLLINS, CO – Amongst key 
leadership 

from federal and 
state agencies, 
alongside other 
stakeholders 
who’ve been 
part of the larg-
est landscape-
level planning effort undertaken, Audubon 
Rockies staff gathered today (September 
22, 2015) under the backdrop of the 
Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife 
Refuge to hear the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service announce that collective efforts 
have precluded the necessity of listing 
Greater Sage-grouse under the Endan-
gered Species Act (ESA). In an unusual 
turn of events, this listing decision was 
announced directly after the BLM and U.S. 

Forest Service plans were signed. These 
federal documents now provide regulatory 
certainty for the protection of Greater 
Sage-grouse, a major weakness identified 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in its  
2010 “warranted but precluded” finding.  
 After almost a decade of working on 
Greater Sage-grouse conservation issues, 
Audubon Rockies’ Executive Director, Ali-
son Holloran, was proud to be at the 
event. “Given that this species is found 
across 11 states with a myriad of threats, 
this hasn’t been easy. But I am proud of 
us in the West because we came together 
to find solutions to address the decline of 
this iconic bird,” notes Alison Holloran. 
Audubon Rockies staff have addressed the 
declining sagebrush ecosystem challenge 
through education, science, and advocacy. 
“We have continuously pushed for conser-
vation plans to be based on science and 
we are further than we’ve ever been be-
fore. We are seeing a positive change in 
how this ecosystem is being looked upon 
and that is very encouraging for a lot of 
species that depend on it.”  
 Repeatedly referenced by speakers 
at the event, including Audubon’s own Bri-
an Rutledge, was the unprecedented level 
of collaboration that has gone into pro-
tecting the new symbol of the sagebrush 
ecosystem. People from different political 
parties and walks of life are learning 
about this ecosystem and calling for its 
protection. “During this process we have 
learned to not allow the perfect to be the 
enemy of the good, and we have arrived 
at a good plan for both people and wild-
life,” states Rutledge.  
 As Sally Jewell, Department of Inte-
rior Secretary, noted in her pre-recorded 
video announcement released directly be-
fore the event, sage-grouse “historically 
used to darken the skies as vast numbers 
took flight” … but are “suffering a death 
by a thousand cuts.” Now however, we 
are in the midst of the largest conserva-
tion effort in the history of our country. 
Brian Rutledge remains optimistic. In front 
of a large crowd, he spoke of hope for this 
ecosystem and ended with “this is the 
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start of a new beginning for the West, as we work together to bring back a healthy 
sagebrush ecosystem.”  
 Audubon Rockies is a regional office of The National Audubon Society, with dedi-
cated staff working in Wyoming and Colorado. The National Audubon Society strives to 
protect birds and their habitats throughout the Americas using science, advocacy, ed-
ucation and on-the-ground conservation. Audubon's state programs, nature centers, 
chapters and partners have an unparalleled wingspan that reaches millions of people 
each year to inform, inspire and unite diverse communities in conservation action. 

Audubon is a nonprofit conservation organization.  
 Learn more at http://rockies.audubon.org/. 
 
Brian Rutledge, Vice President of National Audubon 
Society & Central Flyway Conservation Strategy and 
Policy Advisor addresses the crowd as part of the offi-
cial announcement for the Greater Sage-grouse listing 
decision. 

CONTACT: Alison Holloran, Audubon Rockies, cell: 307-
760-9105, aholloran@audubon.org  
 

 

The annual cost of being an individual or family ‘Friend’ will be a donation of $10 or more.  Benefits in-

clude:  Free monthly programs, free field trips, subscription to the monthly Plains and Peaks newslet-

ter (also, available at www.murieaudubon.org).    Your name is not shared with other organizations.   

All of your funds are used locally.  Check all that apply.  

$10 One year 

Audubon Adventures ($45.95 each classroom)  

Other (Designate) $__________________  

WyoBirds Listserve (An amount of your choosing) $_____________ 

                                   Total   $ ____________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________   

Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:________________ST____ZIP________ 

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________ 

  

Make checks payable to Murie Audubon Society and mail to:  Murie Audubon Society, PO Box 2112, 

Casper, WY  82602.   ATTN: Treasurer.   

SUPPORT MURIE AUDUBON SOCIETY BY BECOMING A “FRIEND OF MURIE AUDUBON” 

http://rockies.audubon.org/
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MAS VISION STATEMENT 
 

 The Vision of Murie Audubon Society 
is to instill a passion for nature in pre-
sent and future generations through 
awareness, enjoyment, understanding, 
appreciation, conservation and advoca-
cy. 

MAS MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 The Mission of Murie Audubon Society is to 
promote the conservation of birds and other 
wildlife through education and enhancements 
of natural habitats, understanding, apprecia-
tion, conservation and advocacy. 

MAS CHAPTER OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT—Zach Hutchinson (267-7560) 
zhutch47@gmail.com 
VICE-PRESIDENT—Bruce Walgren (234-7455),  
bruce_walgren@bresnan.net 
RECORDING SECRETARY—Kim Grant, 
kimgrant5000@gmail.com 
TREASURER—Stacey Scott (262-0055),  
hustace@gmail.com 
PROGRAM CHAIR—Bruce Walgren  
CIRCULATION/MEMBERSHIP RECORDS—Jan Whitney 
(237-7709), janw@tribcsp.com 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR—Open Position 
EDUCATION CHAIR—Hazel Scharosch,  
schazel@hotmail.com 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR & WEBSITE—Rose-Mary King 
(262-4861), kingchick3547@live.com 
HOSPITALITY CHAIR—Kathy Knapp (259-2165),  
KathyaKnapp@hotmail.com; Nancy Stichert (265-0144), 
nstichert@teglerinsurance.com  
PUBLICITY CHAIR—J. P. Cavigelli (258-1093),  
jpcavigelli@caspercollege.edu 
FIELD TRIP CHAIR—VACANT 
BANQUET CHAIR—VACANT 
EMERITUS—Bart Rea (234-6282), bdrea@tribscp.com  
PAST PRESIDENT—Chris Michelson (234-8726),  
michelsonce@aol.com 
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Term expires 2016 
Bob Yonts – (473-3045), bbyonts@juno.com; J.P. Cavigelli; 
Rose-Mary King  
 
Term expires 2017 
Hayley Lanier, hlanier@uwyo.edu; Jenny Edwards,  
jenny5526@myncsd.org; Larry Keffer,  
lkeffer2005@yahoo.com; Donna Walgren (234-7455),  
piranga@bresnan.net 

AUDUBON ROCKIES - REGIONAL OFFICE OF NATIONAL  
AUDUBON SOCIETY  

 
Regional Office: 106 N. College Ave., Suite 1, Fort Collins, CO 
80524. Phone: 970-416-6931 (Contact number for staff)  
Regional Community Naturalists, 410 McKean Rd., Moorcroft WY 
82721, Phone: 307-756-3149. Dusty Downey—Cell: 504-453-4124, 
ddowney@audubon.org, Jacelyn Downey—Cell: 504-453-4139, 
jdowney@audubon.org;  
Casper Community Naturalist—Zach Hutchinson, 

zhutchinson@audubon.org 

STAFF 
 
Allison Holloran - Executive Director of Audubon Rockies Region, 
aholloran@audubon.org  
John Kloster-Prew, Development Director  
Daly Edmunds, Regional Policy Coordinator  
Abby Burk, WRAN Coordinator Jamie Weiss, Habitat Heroes Coordi-
nator  
Sandy McIntyre, Office Assistant  
Lynn Tennefoss, Vice President, State Programs and Chapter Ser-
vices, ltennefoss@audubon.org  
Audubon Rockies website - http://www.rockies.audubon.org  
Facebook under Audubon Rockies  

NOTICE TO FRIEND OF MURIE  
NEWSLETTER RECIPIENTS:  

Those who have not paid in one year or more 
should see “Expired” and a date of Expiration 
on your mailing label, probably on the same line 
as your name.  You will only receive one more 
(October) newsletter after this one.  If you feel 
this is in error, please contact Bruce Walgren 
(234-7455) and we can work out the details. 


