
 

THE DECLINE AND INCREASES OF BIRD SPECIES 

S tudies of bird numbers are used in various ways to help us understand 

changes in habitats, etc.    For example, the Eurasian Collared-Dove 

was first counted on the Casper Christmas Bird Count in 2003.  In 10 years 

this species has gone from a novelty to a very common year-round species.  

The Canada Goose, as well as other waterfowl species, are now a year-

round species.  American Robins are more plentiful.  Meanwhile, Horned 

Larks and finch species seem to be on the decline.  While these state-

ments are general and based upon data from Casper Christmas Bird Counts 

since 1949, they do indicate trends that are worth discussing. 

 Ted Floyd, Editor of Birding magazine, will be our guest speaker for our May 9 program.  Ted will 

talk about both declines and increases of bird species, with a focus on Colorado.   Most of the “trend” sto-

ries (collared-doves, beetle kill, shrinking glaciers, more Lesser Black-backed Gulls, etc.) noted in Colora-

do, are also basically true for Wyoming. 

CALENDAR 

May 8—Bird ID Class—pg. 2 

May 9—eBird Workshop—pg. 2 

May 9—General Mtg. & Election of Officers—

 pg. 6 

May 10—Field Trip—pg.2 

May 14-18—Birding Festival—pg. 5 

May 18—MAS Big Day—5:00AM—meet at 

 Dori Lou’s Place Restaurant—contact 

 Bart Rea or Andrea Trembath—

 contact info pg. 11 

May 26—Field Trip—pg. 8 

May 29—Bird ID Class—pg. 8 

May 31—Field trip—TBA at 5-29 class 

June 5—Field trip—pg. 8 

June 5—Bird ID class—pg. 8 

June 7—Field Trip—TBA at 6-5 class 

June 7-8—Bird Festival—pg. 5 

Aug. 12—Annual Summer Picnic—pg. 8 

Aug. 18—September newsletter articles due 
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 Please join us on Friday, May 9 at 7 PM at 

the Oil & Gas Conservation Commission Building at 

2211 King Blvd. for this program.   WE HAVE 

BEEN ASKED AGAIN TO PLEASE USE THE 

EAST DOOR – I APOLOGIZE FOR THE CONFU-

SION.   As always, the program is free and open 

to the public!  

Program Chair-Bruce Walgren 

 

WHAT IS eBIRD? 

e Bird is a real-time, online bird checklist pro-

gram.  It has revolutionized the way the 

birding community reports and accesses infor-

mation about birds. It was launched in 2002 by 

the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and National Audu-

bon Society.   

 eBird’s goal is to maximize the utility and 

accessibility of the vast numbers of bird observa-

tions made each year by recreational and profes-

sional bird watchers. It is amassing one of the 

largest and fastest growing biodiversity data re-

sources in existence.  

 The observations of each participant join 

those of others in an international network of 

eBird users. eBird then shares these observations 

with a global community of educators, land manag-

ers, ornithologists, and conservation biologists. In 

time these data will become the foundation for a 

better understanding of bird distribution across 

the western hemisphere and beyond. 

How Does it Work? 

 eBird documents the presence or absence 

of species, as well as bird abundance through 

checklist data. A simple web-interface engages 

tens of thousands of participants to submit their 

observations, or view results, via interactive que-

ries into the eBird database. eBird encourages 

users to participate by providing Internet tools 

that maintain their personal bird records and ena-

ble them to visualize data with interactive maps, 

graphs, and bar charts.  

 A birder simply enters when, where, and 

how they went birding, then fills out a checklist 

of all the birds seen and heard during the outing. 

eBird provides various options for data gathering 

including point counts, transects, and area search-

es. Automated data quality filters developed by 

regional bird experts review all submissions be-

fore they enter the database. Local experts re-

view unusual records that are flagged by the fil-

ters. 

Data Accessibility 

 eBird data are stored in a secure facility 

and archived daily, and are accessible to anyone 

via the eBird web site and other applications de-

veloped by the global biodiversity information 

community.  

Workshop offered 

 On May 9, Murie Audubon will sponsor a 

workshop for users of eBird, and especially de-

signed for beginners.  Ted Floyd, Editor or Bird-
ing, will lead the workshop where participants will 

learn how to create their own ebird account, cre-

ate or use existing birding locations or hotspots 

and input their observations.  The workshop will 

be held at the Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation 

building from 2 to 5 PM. 

 Bird ID Class—Birds of EKW State Park—

May 8—7PM—Wyoming Game and Fish Depart-

ment Regional office in Casper (3030 Energy 

Lane) in the Pronghorn Room.  The Field Trip on 

May 10 will begin at 8AM at Reshaw Park in Ev-

ansville.  We will meet in the vicinity of the his-

toric  bridge.  Ted Floyd, the speaker for our May 

program, will be joining us.  We will travel to EKW 

from there and other sites depending upon time 

and weather. 
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LETTER FROM THE EX-PREZ 
 

I  am sorry to re-

port that I am 

resigning from 

Murie Audubon So-

ciety as your Presi-

dent. There is just 

no easy way to say it 

other than I'm re-

signing. I'm am just 

bogged down with 

too many activities to be effective as the duties 

require of me. I'm only human and I need to ad-

dress those outside activities that are dragging 

me down. 

 Let's start with my teenage sons. Do I  

need to say more? I accepted the  position as 

your president with the support of my family. My 

oldest son asked me to step up to the challenge. I 

accepted hoping I could steer both my sons into 

birding and learning more about nature. As the 

years progressed, and my sons have entered the 

awkward teenage years, their interests have 

quickly changed to meet the pressures from 

school and their peers. I have failed. Computer 

games, TV, iPods, and other distractions have cap-

tured their attention. They refuse to refill the 

bird feeders and have lost all interest in any na-

ture activities except for fishing. What's up with 

that anyway? Birding is not cool but fishing is? 

They don't even cook or eat the fish. I can't even 

talk them into bringing the fish home for me to 

cook and eat. Thankfully, they believe in catch 

and release so there is some effort at conserva-

tion. 

 So, I have lost family support to continue 

as president. I have to refill our own feeders and 

to make matters worse, I rarely get to go birding 

any more. By the time I get off work, I'm too ex-

hausted to do anything but go home and go to bed. 

There is no way I could have predicted this would 

happen. I have been reduced to nothing more than 

a money supply to feed and house two thankless 

teenagers who see me as nothing more than a wal-

let for their personal needs. I suppose that will 

change some day, but for now, that is how I see 

it. 

 But, I haven't completely given up yet. I 

will continue my own efforts in backyard birding 

with a spring project to erect a complex of bird 

houses away from the marauding raccoons. I'm 

hoping to have a successful year of Tree Swallows 

building nests and hatching several fledging 

chicks. All recorded with video cameras tied into 

my big screen TV of course. 

 I'll also be hovering around to help the 

Murie board (if they let me). I'm sure that there 

will be projects I can help with when I do find 

some free time and who knows, when I retire 

from the National Guard in  November, I may try 

again to be president when I get an extra week-

end back from playing Army a weekend each 

month. I still have interest in becoming a mem-

bership director of some sort and building 

Murie's membership. That project will have to 

wait, but it is still on my mind. 

 Lastly, I am trying ever so hard to build a 

home business. As I near retirement, I will be 

working hard to build my home business for obvi-

ous reasons, but again, I see some projects for 

Murie where I can contribute artwork for Plains 

and Peaks. You'll just have to keep watching the 

newsletter to see what I mean. 

 I'll wrap this up by saying thank you to the 

Board and the Murie members who have support-

ed me and my past efforts. I hope that the Murie 

Audubon Society Chapter finds a new president 

with more passion with to fill the Mission and Vi-

sion statement. 

 Thank you all and I will still be lurking 

about. 

Harry, 307-258-1255 
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BIRD NOTES 

I n spite of sporadic 

snow storms, I 

think we can basically 

sa y  “S pr i n g  i s 

here!!”  Reports of Yel-

low-rumped Warblers 

are coming in; Mourn-

ing Doves are here; 

Turkey Vultures are 

back; and Red-winged 

Blackbirds are everywhere (the boys, that is, at 

this writing, the girls are not here yet).  A Swain-

son’s Hawk was sighted at Evansville; Say’’s Phoe-

bes and Tree Swallows have been seen; and wa-

terfowl species numbers are increasing.  Also, a 

Great-tailed Grackle was reported in a marsh 

along Amoco Rd. north of Casper.   

Also note that now that the weather has 

become more spring-like, wildflowers are starting 

to bloom – take a walk through the sagebrush and 

you can find phlox, yellow musineon, townsendia, 

and blooming threadleaf sedge.  Be sure to take 

advantage of the warmer weather and enjoy the 

outdoors!!  

Yard Birds for March—For the month of March, 

I received 26 reports from 14 locations in 5 

states plus the Yukon.  21 species were report-

ed.  Bruce Bennett in Whitehorse had an interest-

ing bird – a Boreal Chickadee / Mountain Chicka-

dee hybrid.  Here is the list of what we have:        

Casper, WY:  Jan Whitney – Turkey Vulture, Ed 

Whitney – Killdeer, Joanne Odasz – Evening Gros-

beak, Bart Rea – Cassin’s Finch, Casper College 

Greenhouse – Canada Goose, Bruce Walgren – Blue 

Jay, Chris Michelson – Pine Siskin, Donna Walgren 

– Northern Flicker; Gillette, WY:  Verna Hays – 

Sharp-shinned Hawk; Douglas, WY: Billie Snell – 

Cassin’s Finch; Dubois, WY:  Anna Moscicki – Red-

winged Blackbird, Michael Kenney – Sandhill 

Crane; Pacific Creek, WY:  Helen Bishop – Pine 

Grosbeak, Dave Bishop – Red-winged Blackbird; 

Glendale, AZ:  Judy Mathias – Northern Mocking-

bird; Sonoito, AZ: Gloria Lawrence – Scott’s Ori-

ole, Jim Lawrence – Bullock’s Oriole; Surprise, 

AZ:  Pat Classen – Red-winged Blackbird, Cecil 

Foote – California Quail; Bellevue, NE: Clem Klap-

hake – Eastern Phoebe; Gering, NE:  Alice Kenitz 

– American Tree Sparrow; Scottsbluff, NE: Lon-

nie Frimann – Wood Duck; Fairfield, CA:  McKen-

na Paulley – Western Scrub Jay; Rio Grande Val-

ley, TX:  Bob Hargis – Worm-eating Warbler, Su-

zanne Hargis – Audubon’s Oriole; Whitehorse, 

YT: Bruce Bennett – Boreal x Mountain Chickadee 

hybrid.  

Thanks to all who helped with the Yard 

Bird Project in March!!!  Let us know what you are 

seeing; email to Piranga@bresnan.net or phone 

234-7455.   

Donna Walgren 
 

CALLING ALL TEACHERS! 

AUDUBON ROCKIES AND THE NATURE 

CONSERVANCY TO HOST ANNUAL  

BIOBLITZ 

 
  

T his summer, Audubon Rockies and The Na-

ture Conservancy will be organizing a Bio-

Blitz on June 20th-22nd  at The Red Canyon Ranch 

near beautiful Lander, Wyoming. Audubon’s “Bio 

Blitz” will be a 24-hour event in which teams of 

scientists, teachers, volunteers, environmental 

educators, and community members join forces to 

find, identify, and learn about as many local plant, 

insect and animal species as possible. This pro-

gram will enable K-12 teachers to participate 

in hands on research in a variety of ecosystems 

while working closely with scientists and re-

searchers who are at the top of their respective 

mailto:Piranga@bresnan.net
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fields.  Audubon feels this can be used as a path-

way to improving science education through 

teachers' experiences in scientific inquiry.  The 

data collected will then be translated by our Com-

munity Naturalists during a forum on the last day 

which will help the teachers bring the collected 

information into the classroom and dictate it in a 

way that is best absorbed by their students.     

 An important aspect of the Bio Blitz is the 

field research experience, whereby teachers par-

ticipate in finding, identifying, and documenting as 

many species as possible during a two day peri-

od this summer.  We believe this project repre-

sents the leading edge of scientific inquiry and 

investigation, and we are excited to include the K-

12 teachers as integral part of the science team. 

Two PTSB Credits are available. For more infor-

mation, go to rockies.audubon.org, or con-

tact Dusty Downey at 307-756-3941 or via email 

at ddowney@audubon.org. 
 

SPRING INTO YELLOWSTONE  

BIRDING AND WILDLIFE FESTIVAL 

MAY 14—18, 2014 

 
 

T he second annual Spring into Yellowstone: 

Birding and Wildlife Festival in Cody, Wyo-

ming offers an opportunity to discover the iconic 

birds and wildlife of northwest Wyoming: from 

sage grouse to grizzly bears, and everything in 

between. The five-day festival will feature guided 

field trips and interactive seminars led by some 

big names in birding, as well as top regional biolo-

gists. Each evening, take in Buffalo Bill country's 

finest restaurant fare, check out bird and wildlife

-themed art at the galleries, tour the spectacular 

museum, and partake in evening festivities. 

 Partners include the U.S. Forest Service, 

BLM, National Park Service, Wyoming Game & 

Fish Department, the Buffalo Bill Historical Cen-

ter, the Cody Chamber of Commerce, Whistling 

Thorn Strategies, The Hatch Fly Shop & Guide 

Service, FOAL, Meadowlark Audubon, and the Na-

ture Conservancy. 

 Please feel free to contact me if you have 

any questions and thanks for keeping me apprised 

of birding observations in Wyoming. 

 Warmest Regards, Barb Cozzens—http://

www.springintoyellowstone.com 

 

BIRDING ADVENTURE AT THE TENSLEEP 

PRESERVE 

T he weekend of June 7th, Meadowlark Audu-

bon Society and The Nature Conservancy 

will be hosting a birding adventure at the 

Tensleep Preserve in eastern Washakie County. 

The programs and camping are free of charge, 

and Meadowlark Audubon Society is providing a 

spaghetti dinner on the 7th. Those wishing to ar-

rive early or stay later to explore the preserve 

are welcome to do so during open hours (Thu-Sun, 

sunrise to sunset). Space is limited to 30, so sign 

up ASAP if you plan to attend: https://

mailto:ddowney@audubon.org
http://www.springintoyellowstone.com/
http://www.springintoyellowstone.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tensleep-birding-adventure-tickets-11256216647
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www.eventbrite.com/e/tensleep-birding-

adventure-tickets-11256216647  

For more info contact CJ Grimes (cjgrimes at 

hotmail.com) 

Saturday June 7, 2014 

4:00PM—Arrive at Tensleep Preserve and sign in, 

set up camp. 

5:00PM—Introduction and Welcome, at preserve 

learning center. 

5:30PM—Social hour 

6:30PM—Dinner provided by Meadowlark Audubon 

9:00PM—Nocturnal birds of the Bighorns walk 

Sunday June 8, 2014 

6:00AM—Early bird walk 

9:00AM—Ancient trail walk/Canyon bird walk 

10:00AM—Canyon bird walk/Ancient trail walk 

11:00AM—Return to camp, pack up and explore on 

your own. 

 

MURIE NOMINATION SLATE FOR 

2014-2015 
         

A t the May 9th Membership 

Meeting, we will vote on 

the following slate of officers 

and board members for 2014-

2015.  We are still looking for 

someone to serve as secretary. 

Nominees are: 

President – Chris Michelson 

Vice-President – Andrea Trembath 

Secretary – VACANT 

Treasurer – Stacey Scott 

Board Members (term 2014-2015) 

Rose-Mary King, Bob Yonts , J.P Cavigelli, Colin 

Tierney, Kelly Kukes, Zach Hutchinson 

 Nominations will be accepted from the 

floor on May 9th. Please have the permission of 

the person you are nominating! 

 

 

BIRD BANTER—TRYING OUT TEXAS 

BIRDING 

By Barb Gorges 

T he Texas Gulf Coast during spring migration 

is legendary among birders, especially if 

weather conditions cause a “fallout” of tired mi-

grants that   have just crossed the Gulf of Mexi-

co. 

 We didn’t find birds dripping from branch-

es on our first trip to Texas, since it bridged 

March and April, a bit ahead of the peak. We  

missed the 37 species of warblers, but some will 

arrive in Cheyenne next month. 

 However, my husband Mark and I did add 

several life-list birds. 

 When our younger son Jeffrey, and his fi-

ancé, Madeleine, moved to Houston last fall, we 

started researching the Great Texas Coastal  

Birding Trail, part of the Great Texas Wildlife 

Trails. 

 The idea of a birding trail was born on the 

Texas Gulf Coast, where 450 species of birds 

might be seen. First established in 1994, the con-

cept has  since been applied to many other places. 

On the Gulf Coast, it is made up of many loop 

routes connecting 308 public places to see birds. 

 “Finding Birds on the Great Texas Coastal 

Birding Trail” (Eubanks, Behrstock and Davidson, 

c. 2008) is however, not the best guidebook, 

though it does work well in tandem with “A Bird-

er’s Guide to the Texas Coast” (Cooksey and 

Weeks, c. 2006, published by the American Bird-

ing Association). This book has a bar chart listing 

all the bird species that shows what section of 

the coast and what months to find them, and oth-

er tips.   

 Mark went online and used www.eBird.org 

<http://www.eBird.org>  to find more recent in-

formation. Under “Explore Data” are two new and 

very useful functions, “Explore a Location” and 

“Explore Hotspots.”  

 Our son’s neighborhood in Houston, the 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tensleep-birding-adventure-tickets-11256216647
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tensleep-birding-adventure-tickets-11256216647
http://www.ebird.org/
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Heights, is full of old bungalows and trees and the 

pleasant but unrelenting sound of mockingbirds 

and white-winged doves. 

 At the Houston Arboretum and Nature 

Center, we found forest birds: cardinals, tufted 

titmice and Carolina chickadees. However, the 155 

acres are flanked by Interstate 610, making it 

impossible to hear any birds on the west edge.  

 The next day, all four of us headed for 

Brazos Bend State Park, 5,000 acres of bottom-

land hardwood forest, river, ponds and grasslands 

only an hour southwest of downtown. 

 As soon as we parked, we discovered an 

amazing sight, a dead tree full of roseate spoon-

bills, large pink wading birds. This  was also where 

both Mark and I added “Black-bellied Whistling 

Duck” to our life lists. 

 This duck is primitive—it’s found at the 

beginning of the evolution-based taxonomic order 

of the North American birds. When it flies, its 

long legs stick out behind, reminding one of a cor-

morant. And yes, its voice is whistle-like.  

 It acts like a wading bird, chumming 

around with the white ibises, snowy egrets and 

spoonbills in shallow water, looking for aquatic 

plants to eat, but on the other hand, it nests in 

cavities in trees or in nest boxes, like a wood 

duck. It’s bright orange bill and pink legs add snap 

to its rich brown-colored body marked by large 

white wing patches—and a black belly. 

 A red-shouldered hawk at the park was 

another life bird for us and a glimpse of a pileat-

ed woodpecker was a first, also. Altogether, we 

saw 27 bird species at the park—and several alli-

gators. 

 The next two days, while the kids had to 

go to work and school, Mark and I headed for the 

coast. Luckily, Matagorda Island was not in our 

plans and we left cleanup of the recent oil spill to 

the experts. 

 Near Freeport are several notable stops, 

including the tiny Quintana Neotropical Bird 

Sanctuary, apparently a good place after a fallout. 

But it was while driving a farm-to-market road 

between industrial chemical facilities that Mark 

found another lifer for us, a scissor-tailed fly-

catcher perched way up on a high-tension power 

line. With a body the same size as the 8-inch 

kingbirds that perch on Wyoming fences, its ex-

treme tail makes it twice as long. 

 At Baytown Nature Center, our life bird 

was the Neotropic cormorant. It was worth Mark 

lugging the spotting scope everywhere to have it 

on hand to see the diagnostic little white feath-

ers on the sides of its head.  

 The nature center is the result of common  

sense. Back in the 1980s it was a high-class neigh-

borhood—doctors, lawyers and oil company execu-

tives. But damage from subsidence from exten-

sive oil drilling, severe storm surge flooding and 

hurricanes led to its abandonment. Local and na-
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tional officials decided to return it to nature. And 

after sighting 38 bird species there, I’m glad 

they did.  

 Like so many other birders, we hope to re 

turn—300 Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail sites 

left to visit, 380 more species to find.   

 (Published April 20, 2014, in the Wyoming 

Tribune Eagle. If you’d like to use the photo of 

the tree full of Roseate Spoonbills, please email 

me.  Thanks,  Barb Gorges—bgorges4@msn.com) 

 
 

FIELD TRIPS 
 

Monday, May 26, 

M e m o r i a l 

Day.  Meet at 8:00 

AM at Morad Park 

for a trip to Bates 

Hole.  This field trip 

has been rained out 

the last couple of 

years, so call Stacey 

Scott if you have 

any questions about 

the weather.  We plan on birding Little Red Creek 

and the Dirty Shirt Woods.  The birding in this 

area can be really good with many specialties 

(Virginia's Warbler, Plumbeous Vireo, Gray Fly-

catcher, Dusky Flycatcher, Broad-tailed Hum-

mingbird, Pinyon Jay, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Laz-

uli Bunting and many others).  This walk can be 

fairly vigorous, although some people have not 

walked far and done pretty well.  We should be 

back not too much after noon.   Call Stacey Scott 

at 262-0055 for details. 

Thursday, June 5.  The Game and Fish is con-

ducting a tour of the Bolton Creek Restoration 

Project.  This is an effort to have beavers build 

silt catching dams on Bolton Creek in order to re-

duce the sediment load in the North Platte Riv-

er.  Bolton Creek goes through a very dry area, so 

they have had to import food and dam building 

materials for the beaver.  Seeing what they are 

doing should result in a really interesting 

trip.  The tour starts at 9:00 AM at the Game 

and Fish office and should end about 2:30.  They 

hope to have more details by late May.  Call Game 

and Fish (473-3400) for more details, and to tell 

them if you are going to join the tour.  It looks 

like they are planning on providing lunch. 

Stacey Scott—(262-0055), hustace@gmail.com 

 

BIRDING CLASSES 

 

M urie Audubon volunteers are offering bird-

ing classes this spring to be held at the 

Wyoming Game and Fish Department Regional of-

fice in Casper (3030 Energy Lane) in the Prong-

horn Room.  All classes start at 7:00PM and meet-

ing times and places for the field trips will be an-

nounced at each class. 

 The remaining schedule is as follows:  May 

8th – birds of Edness Kimball Wilkins State 

Park, Thursday, May 29th – Raptors, and 

Thursday, June 5th – Casper Mountain birds.  

The charge for each class is $5.00/per person.  

There will be field trips on Saturdays following 

each class. Contact Ann Hines at 266-3160 for 

more information.   

Submitted by Ann Hines & Bruce Walgren 

 

MURIE AUDUBON SOCIETY  

ANNUAL SUMMER PICNIC 
 

WHEN:  6:00 pm, August 12, 2014 

WHERE: Centennial Shelter at Edness Wilkins 

State Park—West side 

WHO:  Murie members and Friends 

WHY: FUN, CHAT, RECAP SUMMER ACTIVI-

TIES, EAT!!!!! 

 Bring a covered dish to share and your 

plates and utensils. Questions and reservations 

(number needed to get fried chicken): Ann 

Hines—266-3160.  See map on the next page. 
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The annual cost of being an individual or family ‘Friend’ will be a donation of $10 or more.  Benefits in-

clude:  Free monthly programs, free field trips, subscription to the monthly Plains and Peaks newslet-

ter (also, available at www.murieaudubon.org).    Your name is not shared with other organizations.   

All of your funds are used locally.  Check all that apply.  

$10 One year 

Audubon Adventures ($45.65 each classroom)  

Other (Designate) $__________________  

WyoBirds Listserve (An amount of your choosing) $_____________ 

                                   Total   $ ____________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________   

 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 City:________________ST____ZIP________ 

 

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________ 

  

Make checks payable to Murie Audubon Society and mail to:  Murie Audubon Society, PO Box 2112, 

Casper, WY  82602.   ATTN: Treasurer.   

(Use your printer to print just this page, fill out, and send to the above address.) 

HELP SUPPORT MURIE AUDUBON SOCIETY BY BECOMING A 
“FRIEND OF MURIE AUDUBON” 

 


