
 

28TH ANNUAL MURIE AUDUBON SOCIETY BANQUET AND FUND-RAISER 

Sat., February 08, 2014, at the Parkway Plaza. Cash bar and silent auction bidding begins at 5:30 p.m. 

CALENDAR 

Feb. 8—Annual Banquet & Fundraiser 

Feb.14–17—17th annual Great Back

 yard Bird Count (GBBC) 

Feb. 15—Field Trip—pg. 3 

Feb. 16—Deadline for March news
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 your articles to Harry 

 Martin at harrymartincar

 toons.com.  Rose-Mary will 

 be in Israel/Jordon!!! 
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WEBSITE, CONTACT  

ROSE-MARY KING 

rking7453@bresnan.net 
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ALONG THE PATHWAY WITH HARRY 
 

M y family and I recently went to Cody, Wyoming 
to visit the Buffalo Bill Center of the West. A 

short four hour drive from Casper gets you there with 
a good view of the Sagebrush Steppe. We saw a lot 
of raptors along the way and countless Pronghorn. 
The Center is well worth a visit. We stayed overnight 
so we could see everything. I was most impressed 
with the Plains Indians exhibit. I never knew how 
much art played such a role with the Indians. I exam-
ined the remarkable craftsmanship and details of 
their handiwork. It was apparent that the Indians 
loved beads and traded many hides for tiny glass 
beads to sew into everything that they wore or used. 
 In my opinion, they had achieved perfect har-
mony with nature. Everything they had came from 
what they could hunt, gather, or find laying on the 
ground around them. Perfect conservationists. Noth-
ing wasted. Bones from birds were used to make 
musical instruments and of course, feathers for dec-
oration. Women created abstract art while men used 
art to record what went on during a hunt or other ac-
tivities such as war. 
 I moved slowly along the exhibit examining 
every detail, trying to imagine every brush stroke or 
stitched piece of hide, bone, or bead. 
 On top of all that, the Indians migrated just 
like our bird friends. It is so easy to romanticize the 
lifestyle. The museum has the largest collection of 
Indian artifacts I have ever seen and I will have to 
return with follow-up visits as there is just so much to 
see. 
 Speaking of birds, the Center also has a reg-
ular raptor show where they bring out two of several 

raptors that have been rescued 
from injury.  That day we were able 
to see a Peregrine Falcon and a 
Great Horned Owl.  Very impressive 
birds when you get to within inches 
of them. The handlers were quite 
informative and answered many 

questions from the audience. You can visit their  
Facebook page by following links on the 
Center's website. 
 So much to see and do in Wyo-
ming, so little time! 
 Lastly, we have been watching 
Golden Eagles and Bald Eagles drop-
ping in on our property lately. My 
youngest son, Scott, went out to investi-
gate. He found a deer that must have been hit by a 
vehicle and made it to our property before succumb-
ing to its injuries. Lucky for the birds, it dropped way 

clear of the road, and 
very close to our 
house. So, I guess na-
ture awarded us a dif-
ferent kind of feeder 
that brings in the ea-
gles.  We have an ele-
vated porch that lets us watch the feeding. I'll try to 
get some good pictures. 

Good birding to all.  Harry—307-258-1255 
 
 

BIRD NOTES 
 

T he “ups and downs” of winter 
weather continue in Wyo-

ming as we move toward Febru-
ary. The toughest aspect of it for 
us here in the Casper area has 
been the continuous strong 
winds.  The below-average tallies 

for Casper’s Christmas Bird Count may have been 
partly due to this. Though, birders’ observations dur-
ing these last few months have indicated lower total 
numbers; in particular, Pine Siskin and Cassin’s 
Finch numbers have been very low. (Casper’s CBC 
tallied only 3 Cassin’s Finches and no siskins.) How-
ever, raptors do seem to be numerous. People trav-
eling around Wyoming have commented on seeing 
many of these birds, especially Rough-legged 
Hawks.    

For the month of December, we received 168 

reports for the Yard Bird Project.  79 species were 

counted from 68 locations in 17 states plus Yukon 

Territory.  December usually gets reports of lots of 

chickadees, juncos, and Steller’s Jays, along with a 

variety of woodpeckers, nuthatches, and spar-

rows.  This generally held true for this month.  We 

tallied 6 species of woodpeckers, 7 species of 

corvids (mostly jays, nutcrackers, and magpies), 4 

species of owls, 12 species of raptors, and 5 species 

of sparrows.   

The most reported bird in December was 

Downy Woodpecker; second place species was 

Dark-eyed Junco.  Third place was a 5-way tie:  Stel-

ler’s Jay, Pileated Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, 

Black-capped Chickadee, and Pygmy Nuthatch.   

Wyoming Yard Birds 

Casper:  Ed Reish – Blue Jay, Bart Rea – White-

throated Sparrow, Chris Michelson – Red-breasted 

Nuthatch, Barb Yonts – Blue Jay, Bob Yonts – Dark-
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eyed Junco, Joanne Odasz – Steller’s Jay, Frank 

Odasz – Steller’s Jay, Casper College Greenhouse – 

Dark-eyed Junco, Donna Walgren – Northern Shrike, 

Bruce Walgren – Dark-eyed Junco; Casper 

CBC:  Magnus Trembath – Osprey, Andrea Trem-

bath – Ferruginous Hawk, Cam Trembath – Red-

breasted Merganser; Buffalo CBC:  Deane Bjerke – 

Great Blue Heron; Dubois CBC:  Anna Moscicki – 

American Dipper, Michael Kenney – Wilson’s Snipe; 

Gillette:  Verna Hays – Sharp-shinned Hawk; 

Ucross:  Ruth Salvatore – Downy Woodpecker.  

            Thanks to all who helped with the Yard Bird 

Project in December!!!  It is somewhat warmer as I 

write this, but this is Wyoming!!!  It can change at 

any time!!  Let us know what you are seeing (or NOT 

seeing for that matter); email to Pi-

ranga@bresnan.net or phone 234-7455.  (If anyone 

would like to see the complete December Yard Bird 

list, let me know.)   

Donna Walgren 

 

AUDUBON ADVENTURES 
 
NEWS BULLETIN!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  88 PER CENT 
OF AUDUBON ADVENTURES HAVE BEEN 
SPONSORSED.  IT’S NOT TOO LATE.  YOU CAN 
STILL SPONSOR A CLASS.  ONLY $45.65 PER 
CLASS.  

 Checks should be made to Murie Audubon 
and sent to:  Ann Hines, 1600 Linda Vista Dr., Cas-
per, WY 82609 
 
 

FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday, Feb. 15.  Meet at 3:00PM Saturday after-

noon at the Goose Egg Inn parking lot for a hike to 

the Jackson Canyon Eagle Roost.  We will drive 

from the Goose Egg Inn parking lot to the base of 

Jackson Canyon for an energetic hike (a 500 foot 

climb and a mile and a half walk in, hopefully, deep 

snow).  If the weather is bad, snowing so hard that 

visibility is bad or subzero wind chill, we will post-

pone the trip.  Watching the eagles come into the 

roost is a really awesome experience.  We will walk 

back out after sundown, so head lamps or flashlights 

are suggested.  Call Stacey Scott at 262-0055 for 

more information. 

Saturday, March 29.  Meet at Morad Park at 9:00 

AM for a trip to Goldeneye Reservoir.  The duck mi-

gration should be started, and Goldeneye should 

have lots.  Call Stacey Scott at 262-0055 for more 

information. 

 

Saturday April 12.  Meet at 5:30 AM at the east side 

Safeway Parking lot for a trip to the Hat 6 Sage-

Grouse Lek.  The road to the Lek is an all weather 

road, so we can go even if it is muddy.  This Lek is 

much reduced from what it was even 5 years ago, 

but there were still a dozen birds last year.  The 

Sage-Grouse strutting is the most impressive of any 

of the North American birds, and really worth getting 

up early to see.  Call Stacey Scott at 262-0055 for 

more information. 

 

 

THE POWER OF V: CONSERVING  
ENERGY  

(THE NEW YORK TIMES) 
 

By FLORA LICHTMAN - JAN. 15, 2014  
 

 

B irds of a feather may flock together, but why 
they fly together in V formations has never been 

known for certain. 
 Now, with the help of 14 northern bald ibises 
fitted with lightweight sensors on a 600-mile migra-
tion from Austria to Tuscany, researchers are sug-
gesting that the explanation is one that was long 
suspected but never proved: The formation helps the 
birds conserve energy.  
 Reporting in the journal Nature, the scientists 
write that the ibises positioned themselves in spots 
that were aerodynamically optimal — allowing them 
to take advantage of swirls of upward-moving air 
generated by the wings of the bird ahead.  
 “We’ve been wondering for years whether 
flapping birds can save energy by following each 
other in the right way,” said Geoffrey Spedding, 
chairman of the aerospace and mechanical engi-
neering department at the University of Southern 
California, who was not involved in the study. “This 
work answers that question, and the answer is yes.”  

A typical V-formation migration pattern as seen from 

above. These bald ibises, scientists have found, are 

taking advantage of aerodynamics by flying this way. 

Each bird, except the leader, picks up swirls of up-

ward-moving air generated by the wings of the bird 

ahead of them.  

mailto:Piranga@bresnan.net
mailto:Piranga@bresnan.net
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 The scientists, led by Jim Usherwood of the 
Royal Veterinary College in England, said a major 
challenge was obtaining the data. The ibises, given 
fetching names like Amadeus, Archimedes, Bal-
thasar and Emma, were hatched at Zoo Vienna in 
March 2011 and raised as part of a conservation 
project aimed at reintroducing the critically endan-
gered species to its natural range in Europe.  
 Some of the study’s authors served as hu-
man foster parents, taking the young birds on train-
ing flights in Salzburg, Austria. The humans rode in a 
paraplane, a lightweight aircraft that looks like a 
dune buggy attached to a parachute, and the birds 
followed.  
 “They definitely got better at flying in a V as 
their training flights went on,” said one of the au-
thors, Steven J. Portugal, a postdoctoral researcher 
at Royal Veterinary College.  
 Eventually, the foster parents taught the birds 
their 600-mile migration route from Salzburg to Or-
betello, Italy, by flying alongside them. The birds 
wore custom-made data loggers that allowed the re-
searchers to track flapping, speed and direction. 
Weighing less than an ounce, the devices included 
an accelerometer, a gyroscope, a magnetometer, a 
memory card, a battery, a microcontroller and a GPS 
unit “much better than on your iPhone,” Dr. Usher-
wood said. It is accurate to about one foot and re-
freshes five times per second — the resolution nec-
essary to track the birds’ positions in relation to one 
another.  
 “Ten years ago this wouldn’t have been pos-
sible, in terms of size and sampling frequency,” Dr. 
Portugal said.  
 The hardware and software to analyze the 
data sets are “the big advances, allowing us to ob-
serve behaviors of animals under natural conditions,” 
said Andrew A. Biewener, a director of Harvard’s 
Concord Field Station and a professor of organismic 
and evolutionary biology, who was not involved in 
the study. 
 The researchers analyzed the birds’ positions 
over seven minutes of flight, and compared those 
observations with theoretical predictions generated 
by aerodynamic models. The upward-moving swirls 
of air, called tip vortices, are a byproduct of winged 
flight, said Kenny Breuer, a professor in the school of 
engineering and a professor of ecology and evolu-
tionary biology at Brown University, who with David 
Willis and other colleagues, developed the predic-
tions. As wings push air down to generate lift, other 
air rises to the right and left of the wings, forming the 
vortices. Airplane wings also shed them; they are 
sometimes visible as vapor trails.  

 But a bird’s wake is more complicated than 
an airplane’s. “The strength of those tip vortices var-
ies throughout the phase of the wing-beat,” Dr. Breu-
er said. “There’s a favored position you want to fly in 
and a favored phase you want to flap in to take ad-
vantage of the leading bird.”  
 An analysis of 24,000 flaps showed that the 
ibises on average adjusted their position and wing 
phase to optimize the lift from the vortices, and read-
justed their phasing when they changed positions 
within the V. The new study does not say how much 
energy the ibises saved by these maneuvers, but 
small gains could be useful over long migrations, ex-
perts say.  
 Another open question is how the birds know 
to fly in these optimal spots. Dr. Usherwood said that 
they might have evolved “rules of thumb” for flying, 
or that “they have good sensors” and adjust to find 
spots that feel good.  
 “Splitting apart those possibilities would be 
possible with cunning experiments we have 
planned,” he said.  
 As for the ibises, they made it to Tuscany in 
September 2011. They are expected to spend a few 
years there and then, if all goes well, migrate back to 
Salzburg. “This spring would be the first they would 
think of returning,” Dr. Portugal said. “This will be a 
telling year.” 
 
 

OWLS ARE AMONG US. HERE'S HOW 
TO TELL IF THE ELUSIVE BIRD IS 

LURKING IN YOUR CHEYENNE 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

 
(By Barb Gorges—Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Jan. 5, 
2014) 
 

I n late November, Mark and I became aware that 
a flock of crows, also known as a murder of 

crows, was convening just before sunset in a neigh-
bor's big spruce tree.   They were very loud, very 
raucous, as if they were a lynch mob yelling for 
noose justice.  
 Our double-paned windows are somewhat of 
a sound barrier, but when we let the dog out, we 
were bombarded with enough noise to overwhelm a 
backyard cookout.  
 Was there an owl roosting in the spruce? It's 
a big tree, probably planted when the neighborhood 
was new 50-60 years ago, so you can't easily see 
inside, even when standing beneath it. Or had the 
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crows decided to establish a roost in our neighbor-
hood? That was an unbearable thought. 
 Thanksgiving morning, while I was out 
sweeping up sunflower seed hulls from under our 
bird feeder and throwing the ball for the dog, the 
crows sounded even more agitated; gathered in a 
spruce even closer to our house. "There must be an 
owl within those thickly-needled branches," I thought. 
"And he isn't getting any sleep after a night of hunt-
ing." 
 The next morning, just before sunrise, I lifted 
the window shade and saw a lump on the bare 
branch of our big green ash tree. Yep, a great 
horned owl. I told the dog she would have to wait a 
few minutes before she could go out. 
 The owl was perched about a foot away from 
a small squirrel nest made of dry leaves stuffed into 
a vortex of small branches. Leaving the kitchen lights 
off, I pulled out my binoculars and there was just 
enough light to see which way the owl was facing. It 
wasn't surprising that it was facing the squirrel nest, 
bobbing its head up and down in a circular way, to 
get a better fix on a squirrel probably trying desper-
ately not to be heard breathing. 
 There's a bigger nest, or drey, on the other 
side of the alley. Ours looks like it is barely big 
enough for one squirrel, much less the three scamp-
ering around our yard every day, teasing the dog.  
 I was surprised that the owl didn't just poke a 
taloned foot or sharp beak into that pile of leaves. 
But Great Horned Owls prefer to feed in openings 
where they can perch and then wing after prey they 
hear or see, and pounce, pinning it to the ground. 
Eventually, this owl spread its wings and flew off. 
 No more mobbing crows here, however, owls 
have come up in recent conversations with two wom-
en I know, one living east of town and one on the 
northwest edge of Cheyenne. Both women were 
pretty sure their local owls were knocking off rabbits, 
the Great Horned's favorite food. And both women 
seemed fine with that, noting that there seemed to 
be bunny abundance this year. 
 I've talked to my share of folks who complain 
when an avian predator grabs a meal, especially if 
the prey is a cute songbird or furry animal. So in ad-
dition to getting reports on owl activity, it was gratify-
ing to hear people appreciate owls, even for their 
feeding habits.  
 If you are connected to any sources of bird-
ing news, you know that this winter there is another 
irruption of snowy owls, but in the Northeast and up-
per Midwest, rather than the Great Plains, as it was 
two years ago.  Another shortage of lemmings in the 
Arctic, forcing them south, I guess.  

 Snowy owls like to be out in the open, being 
birds of the tundra, even if it's the middle of the day, 
making them relatively easy to pick out when there 
isn't too much snow acting as camouflage.  
 So how many Great Horned owls are among 
us, shrouded in a cloak of nocturnal invisibility or 
daytime coniferous cover? What about the smaller, 
less common owls of southeastern Wyoming: East-
ern Screech-owl, Long-eared Owl, Short-eared Owl? 
 Is there a Great Horned owl in your neighbor-
hood? Look for the signs: angry crows, the odd rab-
bit leg on the sidewalk, a large bird flashing through 
the beam of your headlights, and even the chunky 
silhouette, the size of Harry Potter's snowy owl, in a 
tree or on a fencepost at dawn or dusk.  
 Don't begrudge your dog's request to be let 
out on a winter's evening or just before dawn. Follow 
and take a look around.  

 

WILDSCAPING 101: 

HABITAT HERO  

LANDSCAPING 

 

W hy Wildscape? Learn 
why and how to provide 

habitat while reducing irrigation 
and saving water.  Learn how 
to create inspiring gardens of 
all type with this wildscape talk. 
 Renowned plantswom-
an, garden designer, author 
and speaker, Lauren Springer Ogden, will open this 
two-hour workshop. The presentations will focus on 
learning how–and why–to make gardens healthier 
and more vibrant by providing wildlife habitat, while 
reducing chemical needs and saving water. 
 Lauren Springer Ogden, known for passion-
ate and inspired gardening that works with the Rocky 
Mountain region’s challenging conditions, will speak 
about designing and gardening for wildlife. Plant biol-
ogist and award-winning author Susan Tweit will ex-
plain wildscaping and cover the “nuts and bolts,” fol-
lowed by a live how-to session using selected gar-
den photos submitted by attendees. 
 This workshop will be held March 8, 2014 
from 10 AM  to noon at the University of Wyoming 
Cooperative Extension/Natrona County.  Contact 
Donna Cuin (307-235-9400 X31); $5 fee to register. 
 NOTE:  Congratulations to Donna Cuin – this 
year she was awarded a “Habitat Hero” award in 
recognition of the xeriscape garden at the UW Coop-
erative Extension office near the fairgrounds. 

http://agsci.psu.edu/magazine/images/2011/winter-spring/lauren_so.jpg
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The annual cost of being an individual or family ‘Friend’ will be a donation of $10 or more.  Benefits in-

clude:  Free monthly programs, free field trips, subscription to the monthly Plains and Peaks newslet-

ter (also, available at www.murieaudubon.org).    Your name is not shared with other organizations.   

All of your funds are used locally.  Check all that apply.  

$10 One year 

Audubon Adventures ($45.65 each classroom)  

Other (Designate) $__________________  

WyoBirds Listserve (An amount of your choosing) $_____________ 

                                   Total   $ ____________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________   

 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 City:________________ST____ZIP________ 

 

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________ 

  

Make checks payable to Murie Audubon Society and mail to:  Murie Audubon Society, PO Box 2112, 

Casper, WY  82602.   ATTN: Treasurer.   

(Use your printer to print just this page, fill out, and send to the above address.) 

HELP SUPPORT MURIE AUDUBON SOCIETY BY BECOMING A 
“FRIEND OF MURIE AUDUBON” 

 



 

Wolf photo taken by  

Michael Kenney in  

Yellowstone National Park.  


