
 

MIGRATORY BIRD STOPOVERS AND WIND DEVELOPMENT 
SITES 

 

A 
my Pocewicz, Landscape Ecologist with the Wyoming Nature Conservan-
cy, will be the guest speaker at the January monthly program.  Amy’s re-
search has focused on the ecological and social implications of landscape 

change, alternative scenarios modeling, energy mitigation planning, and the effec-
tiveness of conservation strategies such as conservation easements. 
 One of Amy’s current projects has been to map bird migration on a land-
scape scale useful in targeting conservation efforts and to help with the siting of 
wind energy developments that may affect migratory birds. Models were devel-
oped that predict where four groups of birds concentrate or stopover during their 
migration through the state of Wyoming.  The four groups of birds are raptors, wetland, riparian, and sparse 
grassland species. The models were based on existing literature and expert knowledge concerning bird migra-
tion behavior and ecology, and were validated by using expert ratings and known occurrences. There was signif-
icant agreement between migratory occurrence data and migration models for all groups except raptors, and all 
models ranked well with experts.  Amy will elaborate on the methods used to create these maps and explain 
how the data is used and who is using the data. 

CALENDAR 

Jan. 6—MAS Bd. Mtg. 

Jan. 10—General Meeting—7PM 

Jan. 11—Field Trip—pg. 4 

Jan. 20—Deadline for February arti-

 cles 
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 Please join us on Friday, January 10 at 7 pm 
at the Oil & Gas Conservation Commission Building 
at 2211 King Blvd. for this program.  As always, the 
program is free and open to the public!  

Program Chair—Bruce Walgren 

(Photo by Pete Arnold) 
 

 

ALONG THE  
PATHWAY WITH  

HARRY 
 

B irding has many rewards. Wheth-
er you are a backyard birder, or 

a devoted professional photographer 
armed with a camera sporting $10,000 worth of 
glass. I got my reward this past weekend by partici-
pating in the annual Casper CBC held December 14. 
 As usual, it started with a meeting a couple 
days before, planning routes, looking over maps, 
and speculating on what we might see. Stacey Scott 
and I paired up to scout the area around Bessemer 
Bend. I wasn't feeling too good that morning and a 
chilly wind made the freezing temps feel that much 
more cruel and cold. 
 Stacey knows the area well and zeroed in on 
all the bird activity not wasting any daylight at all. I'm 
not going to report on all the numbers of what we 
saw as it will be published elsewhere, but I'll highlight 
some of the birds I saw. One thing I will say for sure, 
I'm no birding expert. I'm lucky if I can remember any 
bird I see cause, well, I just don't get out enough. But 
that Saturday, became a treat as it got me away 
from my computer and out of the house. 
 One thing that did help me this time around 
was I purchased some new inserts for my snow 
boots. The old ones were so filled with dirt and com-
pacted down that they no longer offered any comfort 
from the cold.  
 This time, hiking in the snow over several 
miles, was a pure joy as my feet were comfy, warm, 
and raring to go. What a difference new inserts can 
make! 
 So, we are out there working together spot-
ting and identifying birds. At one point, we came 
across a Common Raven harassing a Rough-legged 
Hawk. I guess ravens make sport of trying to force 
down hawks. I was watching the aerobatics of these 
birds in awe. Our best fighter jets can't possibly 
match the maneuvers these birds were going 
through. I kept thinking to myself, "Why doesn't that 
hawk just do a loop and come up behind that raven 
and make Raven stew out of him?" The Rough-

legged Hawk seemed more interested in working the 
ridge lift than worrying about the raven.  Soon, three 
more ravens joined in and started working together 
to pester the hawk. Eventually, the hawk grew wea-
ry, and simply rose up and away from the ravens 
and left them behind. What a show! 
 Stacey and I hike on. A little later, a Bald Ea-
gle appears and the ravens decide to gang up on the 
eagle. This doesn't last long. The eagle does a bar-
rel roll and zeroes in on a single raven. Stacey says, 
"You don't chase me, I chase you!" The ravens dis-
perse, they got the message.   Awesome! 
 I didn't expect to see anything that day. I was 
cold and miserable, but I went birding anyway. It's 
more fun in a group as more birds can be spotted 
with extra sets of eyes. The more eyes, the greater 
the bird count in my opinion. For the next bird count, 
I'm going to invite some of my non-birding friends. I 
might get lucky and see more birds and we might get 
a new MAS member out of it. 
 I'm looking forward to the next CBC. If you 
think of it, invite a friend. 

Good birding to all, Harry Martin—MAS Presi-
dent—307-258-1255 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28TH ANNUAL MURIE AUDUBON  
SOCIETY BANQUET AND  

FUND-RAISER 
 

K enneth Warren Sims, an Associate Professor 
of Geology at the University of Wyoming, will 

share his knowledge and experiences in geologic 
studies at high altitudes in tough terrain and cold 
weather, and yes, even Yellowstone Lake. He exem-
plifies peering over a crater ridge into a lake of fresh 
lava as “looking into the eye of God”.  Check out his 
“Expeditions” website: http://geofaculty.uwyo.edu/
ksims7/science-expeditions/ You’ll love it! 
 Be prepared to enjoy a “hot night in the ol’ 
town”! The annual MAS Banquet and Fundraiser is 
scheduled for Saturday, February 08, 2014, at the 

http://geofaculty.uwyo.edu/ksims7/science-expeditions/
http://geofaculty.uwyo.edu/ksims7/science-expeditions/
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Parkway Plaza. Cash bar and silent auction bidding 
begins at 5:30 p.m. Tickets are available from any 
MAS Board Member for $27.50  a piece or $200.00 
for a table of 8. The Audubon Center is no longer a 
ticket outlet, so please seek out a Board Member or 
call Karen Anfang, 472-0278. Ticket sale cut-off date 
is  February 1st!!! 
 Also, please consider making a contribution 
or donating an item (s) to be used for silent auction 
or (and this is the really fun part) a raffle item. Again, 
contact an MAS Board Member or call Karen An-
fang, Banquet chairperson, 472-0278. 

Banquet Chairperson—Karen Anfang 

 
 

COMMUNITY NATURALIST UPDATE 
 

A s you all know, our center in Casper is officially 
closed.  We are currently transitioning into all 

outreach programs and outdoor field trips/
educational programs.   
 Janet Milek from the WY Game and Fish 
contacted me offering us space for some of our 
mounts, books and educational items, along with a 
location to possibly do Brown-bag Birding and some 
outdoor education programs by the river!   Dusty and 
I have moved a few things over to their Visitors Cen-
ter area.  On the downside, the total process could 
take over a year but I am looking forward to all the 
possibilities and opportunities this will lead to. 
 Most of the fall my time has been spent on 
the Birds of Wyoming calendar fundraiser and silent 
auction I put together with the local school district art 
teachers and the Nicolaysen Art Museum.  We had 
363 public votes on the local bird art work and made 
over $300 on the auction.  We already have 80 or-
ders for the calendar, which should be to me by the 
Dec. 12th.  I am hoping to make about a $300 profit 
on the calendars as well.   I learned a lot with my first 
fundraiser.  The students greatly enjoyed producing 
the art work and learning about the different birds.   I 
look forward to having even more successful fund-
raisers in the future.    
 Starting in 2014 I will be working in the 
schools at least 3-4 times a month with the Discover 
Program through our local school district, NCSD#1.  
I also am looking forward to a scheduled 3rd grade 
program in Wheatland in late winter and numerous 
2nd grade Butterfly programs in March and April. 
 Hope everyone had a Happy Holidays! 

Rene Hansen, Community Naturalist, Audubon 
Rockies 

 
 

BIRD NOTES 
 

A t the time of this writ-
ing, Christmas Bird 

Count Season is in full 
swing.  We just finished 
with Casper’s CBC; over-
all numbers were down – 
both in number of species 
and total individuals count-

ed.  We haven’t had a chance to look at all the data 
yet, but Bohemian Waxwings and Pine Siskins were 
notably absent on this year’s Count, as well as 
crossbills and redpolls.  As results of CBCs around 
Wyoming and elsewhere come in, it will be interest-
ing to see the results.         

For the month of November, Wayne and I 
received 176 reports for the Yard Bird Project.  80 
species were tallied from 66 locations in 18 states 
plus Yukon Territory.  As is usual for this time of 
year, good numbers of woodpeckers, Steller’s Jays, 
and Clark’s Nutcrackers are being seen; sparrow 
reports were low, as were juncos, goldfinches, and 
siskins.  However, a late Turkey Vulture, and an Os-
prey, and 3 species of warblers were seen in No-
vember.  The most reported species was again Stel-
ler’s Jay (as it was last month).  Downy Woodpecker 
was in second place; and #3 was Clark’s Nutcracker.  
Wyoming Yard Birds 
Casper: Ann Hines – Steller’s Jay, Chris Michelson 
– Mountain Chickadee, Frank Odasz – Harris’s Spar-
row, Joanne Odasz – American Robin, Bart Rea – 
Steller’s Jay, Liz Rea – Steller’s Jay, June Calmes – 
MacGillivray’s Warbler, Donna Walgren – American 
Robin, Casper College Greenhouse – Townsend’s 
Solitaire, Jim Brown – Steller’s Jay, Karen Brown – 
Steller’s Jay, Bruce Walgren – Common Raven, 
Barb Yonts – Steller’s Jay, Bob Yonts – Downy 
Woodpecker; Buffalo: Deane Bjerke – Mountain 
Chickadee; Douglas: Billie Snell – Hairy  Woodpeck-
er; Dubois: Anna Moscicki – Trumpeter Swan, Mi-
chael Kenney – Great Horned Owl; Glenrock:  An-

drea Trembath – Turkey Vulture, Cam Trembath – 
Northern Flicker (red-sh.), Magnus Trembath – 
Downy Woodpecker; Gillette: Verna Hays; River-
ton: Suzanne Hargis – Northern Goshawk, Bob Har-
gis – Merlin; Ucross: Ruth Salvatore – House 
Finch.      
            Thanks to all who helped with the Yard Bird 
Project in November!!!  Cold Winter weather has 
now hit Wyoming; we shall see how it affects the va-
rieties and numbers of birds; let us know what you 
are seeing; email to Piranga@bresnan.net or phone 

mailto:Piranga@bresnan.net
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234-7455.  (If anyone would like to see the complete 
November Yard Bird Report, let me know.) 

Donna Walgren 

 
 
 
 

CASPER CBC 
RESULTS 

FOR  
DEC. 14 
COUNT 

 

O ne new species for the count was red-breasted 
merganser (with photo).  Note the number of 

species present in small numbers and a couple of 
species present in  larger than expected numbers. 
COUNT RESULTS:  
Snow  Goose–1; Canada Goose–1,527; Gadwall– 7; 
Mallard–800; N. Shoveler–1; Green-winged Teal– 1;  
Bufflehead–3; Common Goldeneye–146; Barrow's  
Goldeneye–cw; Hooded Merganser–3; Common  
Merganser–18; Red-breasted Merganser–1; Wild  
Turkey–81; Osprey–1; Bald  Eagle—17 ( 15-adult, 2-
immature ); N. Harrier–3; Sharp-shinned  Hawk–5; 
N. Goshawk–1; Red-tailed Hawk—6; Ferruginous 
Hawk–2; Rough-legged  Hawk–16; Golden  Eagle—
15 ( 13-adult  2-immature ); Merlin–1; Prairie  Falcon  
–1;  Ring-billed  Gull–8; Rock Pigeon–577; Eurasian 
Collared-Dove–1,160; Mourning  Dove–3; Eastern  
Screech-Owl–2; Great Horned  Owl–3; Belted  King-
fisher–1; Downy  Woodpecker–10; Hairy  Wood-
pecker–6; N. Flicker–77 (71-red shafted, 6-
unknown ); Steller's  Jay–7; Blue  Jay–38; Pinyon  
Jay–40; Clark's  Nutcracker–8; Black-billed  Magpie 
–109; A. Crow–81; Common  Raven–47; Horned  
Lark–2; Black-capped  Chickadee–86; Mountain  
Chickadee–50; Red-breasted  Nuthatch–10; White-
breasted  Nuthatch–6; Townsend's  Solitaire–41; A. 
Robin—710; European  Starling–2,117; Cedar  Wax-
wing–4; A. Tree  Sparrow–9; Song  Sparrow–1; 
White-crowned  Sparrow–1; Dark-eyed Junco–90 
(48-unknown, 8-Oregon, 11-pink-sided, 23-slate-
colored); Cassin's  Finch–3; House  Finch–492; A. 
Goldfinch–18; Evening Grosbeak–46; House  Spar-
row–2,316.  Total  Species – 59, Total  Number - 
10,835.  Chris Michelson - Casper, WY 
(Beau Johnston took the photo of the Red-breasted 
Merganser seen on the Platte River near The Three 
Crowns Golf Course/Platte River Business Park) 
 
 

FIELD TRIP 
 

S aturday, January 11. Meet at Morad Park at 

9:00 AM for a bird trip to Gray Reef.  We will see 
what ducks stayed for the winter.  Call Stacey Scott 
at 262-0055 for details or questions. 

Field Trip Chair—Stacey Scott 
 
 

HUMMINGBIRD IN OCTOBER 
 

M ichele Smith 
took this picture 

of a hummingbird out-
side the window at her 
Garden Creek home 
on October 4, 2013!  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CASPER’S CBC POTLUCK—

DECEMBER 14, 2013 
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The annual cost of being an individual or family ‘Friend’ will be a donation of $10 or more.  Benefits in-

clude:  Free monthly programs, free field trips, subscription to the monthly Plains and Peaks newslet-

ter (also, available at www.murieaudubon.org).    Your name is not shared with other organizations.   

All of your funds are used locally.  Check all that apply.  

$10 One year 

Audubon Adventures ($45.65 each classroom)  

Other (Designate) $__________________  

WyoBirds Listserve (An amount of your choosing) $_____________ 

                                   Total   $ ____________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________   

 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 City:________________ST____ZIP________ 

 

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________ 

  

Make checks payable to Murie Audubon Society and mail to:  Murie Audubon Society, PO Box 2112, 

Casper, WY  82602.   ATTN: Treasurer.   

(Use your printer to print just this page, fill out, and send to the above address.) 

HELP SUPPORT MURIE AUDUBON SOCIETY BY BECOMING A 
“FRIEND OF MURIE AUDUBON” 
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“Bandit” in Bruce & Donna Walgren’s yard—Dec. 27, 2013 


