
 

114TH CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

Vision and Goals 

 

T he Christmas Bird Count epitomizes Audubon’s approach to 

bird conservation, involving people to help birds. As we provide 

feedback to Citizen Scientists on the results of their work, we hope 

to empower them as spokespersons for the birds they watch. 

 CBC aims to capture an early winter snapshot of bird popula-

tions over many decades and provide birders with an enjoyable social 

birding experience. Viewed in comparison with other long-term, con-

tinentwide, monitoring programs, such as the Breeding Bird Survey, CBC data give us an understanding of 

the dynamics of bird populations across North America during the early winter. We are also gaining an un-

derstanding of the status of bird populations in Latin America, the Caribbean, and U.S. Minor Outlying Is-

lands. 

CALENDAR 

Dec. 3—7PM Bd. Mtg.—Izaak Walton 

 Club House—4205 Fort Casper Rd. 

Dec. 12—7-8:30 PM Pre-count Mtg. 

 (pg. 2) 

NO GENERAL MEETING THIS 

 MONTH! 

Dec. 14—Casper’s CBC (pg. 2 for in-

 fo.) 

Dec. 16—Deadline for January arti-

 cles 

Jan. 1, 2014—Bates Holes CBC (pg. 

 2) 

Feb. 8—Annual Banquet (pg. 3) 

SAVE PAPER — READ YOUR 

NEWSLETTER AT  MURIE’S WEB-

SITE, CONTACT ROSE-MARY 

KING—rking7453@bresnan.net 
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Activities 

 Volunteer Citizen Scientists gather infor-

mation on bird numbers over a three-week period 

at the turn of the year and submit their observa-

tions to a nationally based science staff. After 

review by a panel of regional experts, we make 

the cumulative data set available to the public and 

researchers for review and scientific study. 

 Since the Christmas Bird Count’s birth on 

Christmas Day of 1900 with 27 observers at 25 

locations across Canada and the United States 

the Count has grown to include well over 63,000 

counters at more than 2200 locations each year 

from above the Arctic Circle to the waters of the 

Drake Passage off Tierra del Fuego. 

 The widespread use of CBC data by scien-

tists almost from the beginning of the program 

have helped lead to the acceptance that citizens 

can produce valid scientific data in a wide variety 

of fields. The CBC database continues to add to 

our understanding of the distribution and status 

of bird populations across North America with 

new data available each year. 

 

Accomplishments 

 Born of the budding conservation ethic at 

the beginning of the 20th Century, the CBC is 

unique in that observers not only note each spe-

cies they encounter during their time in the field, 

but also how many of each species they see and 

the time and mileage they spend counting birds. 

In 2012/2013, as we hold the 113th CBC we add 

to the Count’s standing as the largest and longest

-running Citizen Science program in the world. 

 (Photograph of Burrowing Owl by Larry 

Smith, courtesy National Audubon Society.  From: 

http://birds.audubon.org/sites/default/files/

documents/cbc_one_pager_2012-10-5-12.pdf) 

CASPER’S CBC INFO:  The Christmas Bird Pre-

count organizational meeting will be held in the 

Pronghorn Room at the Wyoming Game and Fish 

Department office at 3030 Energy Lane on De-

cember 12, 2013 from 7 PM to 8:30 PM.  Any-

one interested in participating in the Christmas 

Bird Count on December 14, 2013 (contacts for 

more CBC info. are Chris Michelson—234-8726 or 

Stacy Scott—262-0055) is encouraged to come 

to this planning meeting. We will discuss the area 

(s) to be covered, what birds we may see on the 

count, and other aspects of the Christmas Bird 

Count.  Energy Lane is located just off of Highway 

220 / CY Avenue west of the west side 

Walmart.  There are brown information signs indi-

cating the Wyoming Game and Fish office turn-

off, and the Silverfox Steakhouse (Armor’s) is 

right at the corner of Energy Lane and Hwy 220 

(watch for the sign).  Energy Lane winds a bit, but 

stay on it to the bottom of the hill where it dead 

ends at the Wyo Game and Fish office.  There is 

also a sign at the gateway to the Game and Fish 

property.  We will be using the entrance on the 

west side of the building; look for the sign on the 

lawn indicating Handicap Access and Meeting 

rooms. 

 Gathering meeting on the morning of the 

count will be at King’s Corner (112 S. Beech—on 

the corner of 1st Street and S. Beech Street) 

from 7:30-9AM. Potluck and compiling of count 

will, also, be at King’s Corner at 5:30.  

 Help is needed to set up tables and chairs 

before the  potluck, put away tables & chairs fol-

lowing the meal and clean-up of kitchen area. 

Please bring your own table ware. Ovens and/or 

microwaves are available. If an oven is needed, 

please let Rose-Mary (262-4861) know as it takes 

awhile to warm up the ovens. 

BATES HOLE CBC INFO: January 1, 

2014.  Meet at 7:30AM at Charlie Scott's house 

(13900 State Highway 487).  Call Charlie at 473-

2512 or Stacey Scott at 262-0055 for more de-

tails.   
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ALONG THE  

PATHWAY  

WITH HARRY 

 
 

E very day my sons grow 

taller. My oldest son now 

drags his head across the big 

Wyoming sky. His younger brother, not too far 

behind. Where does the time go?  They are full 

fledged teens now. I worry about them. Will they 

survive these turbulent teen years? 

 I must prepare myself. Eventually,  they 

will want to leave home, just as fledgling birds 

flutter from their nests, looking to venture on 

their own.  

 Old makes way for new and life cycles on. 

Their interest in birding has fallen to the way 

side as other priorities have taken over. They are 

distracted by  the accelerating digital landscape 

that awaits them. How do I get their attention? 

How do I recruit them into conservation? What 

can I do to attract them into paying the same at-

tention to protecting local wildlife? Maybe I wor-

ry too much, but after all, I am their Dad. 

 I worry about MAS and I think to myself, 

how can I boost our membership? Perhaps it is 

time to start a membership drive. I can start with 

me. I need to reach out and ask friends and com-

plete strangers to come to our general meetings. 

I need to be more forward and invite folks to get 

involved with what MAS offers in conservation 

and education. Maybe they are interested and no-

body bothered to ask. Everyday is an opportunity 

to invite and encourage folks to come out and visit 

a MAS meeting, or maybe just join MAS to be-

come aware of our education programs. So now I 

stand on my soap box and I am asking all our mem-

bers to invite friends and complete strangers to 

our MAS meeting, or maybe just become a friend 

of MAS so they can get our newsletter.  

 The Casper Bird Count is fast approaching, 

along with our annual fundraiser, so we have every 

opportunity (and reason) to recruit extra sets of 

eyeballs to spot and count birds. Please, do what 

you can to recruit as much help as we can for the 

upcoming bird counts. Who knows, we might even 

pull in some new members. Off soapbox. 

 Let's see, oh yes! I have some extra tick-

ets to our annual fundraiser I can sell. If you are 

looking for some tickets, just give me a call, I'll 

set you up. 

 Happy Holidays and good birding to all.   

Harry Martin 

President Murie Audubon Society Chapter 

307-258-1255 

28TH ANNUAL MURIE AUDUBON 

SOCIETY BANQUET AND FUND-

RAISER 
    

O ur world is not as calm as it appears. Power-

ful seismic sensors installed in Yellowstone 

National Park are detecting rhythmic wave action 

in Yellowstone Lake. The waves on the lake are 

small, but wide and displace a sizable amount of 

water taking a few days for the waves to dissi-

pate. No one is quite sure what causes this phe-

nomenon, seiche (a wave that oscillates in lakes, 

bays, or gulfs from a few minutes to a few hours 

as a result of seismic or atmospheric disturb-

ances) at Yellowstone. Seismic events can trigger 

seiches. The odd thing is that the sensors are 

picking up seiches on the Lake even when it is iced 

over. The bottom of Yellowstone Lake is said to 

be an “otherworldly” place. Much like other areas 
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in the park’s ancient caldera, there are steam 

vents, craters and evidence of lave flows on the 

lake’s bottom.   This phenomenon has probably 

been going on as long as the lake has been there, 

only now there are sensors to detect it. 

 Kenneth Warren Sims, an Associate Pro-

fessor of Geology at the University of Wyoming, 

will share his knowledge and experiences in geo-

logic studies at high altitudes in tough terrain and 

cold weather, and yes, even Yellowstone Lake. He 

exemplifies peering over a crater ridge into a lake 

of fresh lava as “looking into the eye of God”. 

 When Sims visits a volcano he’s after two 

things – a whiff of ultra-fresh volcanic gas and 

samples of brand new lava. That means climbing 

into craters and getting uncomfortably close to 

bubbling lava lakes and noxious gases. Sims insists 

it’s the data he craves, not the danger. He says: 

“You only feel the heat when you’re very close or 

if the wind is blowing the lava towards you. In Ha-

waii, there are breakouts so you can just reach 

down with a hammer and scoop up a little dribble. 

In explosive types of volcanoes like Stromboli and 

Mount Erebus, it’s hard to approach the lava be-

cause there can be a big splatter which can kill 

you if it hits…” 

 Be prepared to enjoy a “hot night in the ol’ 

town”! The annual MAS Banquet and Fundraiser is 

scheduled for Saturday, February 08, 2014, at 

the Parkway Plaza. Cash bar and silent auction 

bidding begins at 5:30 p.m. Tickets are available 

from any MAS Board Member for $27.50  a piece 

or $200.00 for a table of 8. The Audubon Center 

is no longer a ticket outlet, so please seek out a 

Board Member or call Karen Anfang, 472-0278. 

Ticket sale cut-off date is  February 1st!!! 

 Also, please consider making a contribution 

or donating an item (s) to be used for silent auc-

tion or (and this is the really fun part) a raffle 

item. Again, contact a MAS Board Member or call 

Karen Anfang, Banquet chairperson, 472-0278. 

Banquet Chair—Karen Anfang 
 

 

AUDUBON ADVENTURES 

W e have seventy-four classes enrolled in 

Audubon Adventures.  Sixty-four of 

those classes have been sponsored.   

 Thanks to Laurie Fletcher and Al Fraser, 

and Bart Rea for sponsoring more than one 

class.  Bob and Rose-Mary King, Mary Lynn Cor-

bett and Donna and Terry Cleveland sponsored a 

class.  IT NOT TOO LATE !!!!!!!!!!!!  

Education Chair—Ann Hines 

 

 

BIRD NOTES 

 

 

S poradic periods of 

snow and cold weather 

hint that winter is getting 

closer.  Bird feeders are 

getting more business.  In Casper, Bart Rea noted 

a White-breasted Nuthatch, Steller’s Jay, Blue 

Jay, and Northern Flicker all together at his 

feeders one day.  In mid-November, June Calmes 

reported a late MacGillivray’s Warbler in her 

yard.  (Oliver Scott noted that this warbler is 

usually gone by the end of September.)  Liz Rea 

also enjoyed watching Blue Jays and Steller’s 

Jays together at the feeder.   

 For the month of October, Wayne and I 

received 172 reports for the Yard Bird Pro-

ject.  77 species were tallied from 64 locations in 

18 states plus Yukon Territory.  The most report-

ed species in October was Steller’s Jay.  #2 was 

Blue Jay.  Third place was a 3-way tie between 

Dark-eyed Junco, Pileated Woodpecker, and 

Northern Flicker. 

Wyoming Yard Birds 

Casper: Ann Hines – Warbling Vireo, Chris Michel-

son – Lincoln’s Sparrow, Gloria Lawrence – Harris’s 

Sparrow, Jim Lawrence – Harris’s Sparrow, Bart 

Rea – White-breasted Nuthatch, Barb Yonts – 

Blue Jay, Bob Yonts – Great Horned Owl, Donna 
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Walgren – White-crowned Sparrow, Casper Col-

lege Greenhouse – Common Raven, Joanne Odasz – 

Mountain Bluebird, Frank Odasz – Wilson’s War-

bler, Bruce Walgren – American Robin; Douglas: 

Billie Snell – Downy Woodpecker; Dubois: Anna 

Moscicki – Steller’s Jay, Michael Kenney – Ruffed 

Grouse; Glenrock:  Andrea Trembath – Blue Jay, 

Cam Trembath – Mountain Chickadee, Magnus 

Trembath – Downy Woodpecker; Riverton: Su-

zanne Hargis – Harris’s Sparrow, Bob Hargis – 

Cassin’s Finch; Ucross: Ruth Salvatore; Yellow-

stone NP: Anna Moscicki – Ruffed Grouse, Mi-

chael Kenney – Trumpeter Swan.   

 The annual Christmas Bird Counts will be 

starting all across the country on December 14, 

and they can always use more eyes and 

ears.  There will be several taking place around 

Wyoming, including 2 in the Casper area (Casper 

CBC and Bates Hole CBC); if you would like to 

help, contact Stacey Scott, Chris Michelson, or 

Bruce Walgren for more information.  

 Thanks to all who helped with the Yard 

Bird Project in October!!! Winter is coming; let us 

know what you are seeing; email to Pi-

ranga@bresnan.net or phone 234-7455. 

Donna Walgren 

 

CHEYENNE HIGH PLAINS  

AUDUBON SOCIETY 

40TH ANNIVERSARY 

 

B arb Gorges says plans are in the early stage 

for a 40th anniversary celebration. Here is 

her post:  Based on the availability of the notable 

speaker invited for the banquet, it may take place 

one of the last two weekends of September 2014. 

We are working with both the UW Biodiversity 

Institute and Audubon Rockies on this project. 

We'd like to invite Audubon folks from Colorado 

and Wyoming and give everyone a chance to visit 

with each other, talk shop (running chapters), get 

inspired, and do a little birding. We hope to have 

more definite info soon. If you have any ideas for 

activities over a weekend like this, please let me 

know (bgorges4@msn.com).  

Magnus Trembath’s  “Cardinal Painting” done in oil 

at his community education art class. CON-

GRATUALTIONS , MAGNUS!!!! 

 

 

CURIOSITY, GENEROSITY  

REWARDED BY  

UW'S BIODIVERSITY INSTITUTE 
 

By Barb Gorges 

 

I t's wonderful when friends are recognized for 

a lifetime of work they enjoy. 

 Last month, the Biodiversity Institute rec-

ognized Chris Madson of Cheyenne, and Jane and 

Robert Dorn, formerly of Cheyenne, now residing 

near Lingle. 

 The Biodiversity Institute, established in 

2012, is a division of the University of Wyoming's 

Haub School of Environment and Natural Re-

sources. It "seeks to promote  <http://

www.wyomingbiodiversity.org/resea/> research,  

<http://www.wyomingbiodiversity.org/education/> 

e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  < h t t p : / /

www.wyomingbiodiversity.org/public-programs/> 

outreach concerning the study of living organisms 

i n  W y o m i n g  a n d  b e y o n d 

(www.wyomingbiodiversity.org)  <http://
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www.wyomingbiodiversity.org)> ." This was the 

first year for what will be biannual awards. 

 Chris's award for "Contributions to Wyo-

ming Biodiversity Conservation," highlights his 30 

years as editor of Wyoming Wildlife, the maga-

zine published by the Wyoming Game and Fish De-

partment. The week before the awards ceremony, 

he retired. 

 Each issue has been a compilation of the 

work of the best nature and outdoor photogra-

phers and writers, who were attracted to the 

prize-winning magazine.  Judith Hosafros, long-

time assistant editor, should also be credited for 

her attention to graphic details and proofreading 

that made it easy to read all these years. 

 Most subscribers turned to page 4 first, 

to read Chris's monthly elucidation of issues or 

hosannas to nature, and then they looked for any 

articles he authored. 

 Getting in touch with Chris for what might 

have been a minute could turn into a conversation 

exploring a topic in nearly any field--not surpris-

ing for a man with degrees in biology, English, an-

thropology and wildlife. 

 Chris's dad was also a writer and conserva-

tionist in Chris's native state of Iowa. He remem-

bers his dad interpreting the scenery on long car 

trips. When I spoke to two of Chris and Kathy's 

three daughters at the awards, Erin and Ceara, 

they both mentioned long drives as favorite times 

with their dad. 

 Chris made Wyoming Wildlife much more 

inclusive than the typical hook and bullet publica-

tion-for instance, the October issue had three 

major non-game bird articles. Illuminating the 

conservation ethic was always uppermost for 

Chris, and that's why he was nominated for this 

biodiversity award.  

 The Dorns received the Contributions to 

Biodiversity Science Award. Both Bob and Jane 

trained as scientists: Bob with a doctorate in 

botany, and Jane with a masters in zoology. They 

met in 1969 at UW, he coming from Minnesota 

and she from Rawlins. They have been a produc-

tive partnership ever since. 

 When Bob first started his studies at UW 

that year, he realized there was no single good 

plant guide for Wyoming and he set out to cor-

rect that, publishing "Vascular Plants of Wyo-

ming" in 1977. It's essentially a key he made for 

identifying hundreds of plants, based on his and 

many others' research, and Jane has provided 

scientific illustrations for it. The third edition, 

still with a humble, plain brown paper cover, is 

available through UW's Rocky Mountain Herbari-

um. It's considered the bible by anyone working in 

botany in Wyoming. 

 Bob has had his own biological consulting 

business, working on clearances and inventories 

for threatened and endangered species, reclama-

tion evaluations and wetland determinations.  But 

he has continued to have scientific papers pub-

lished, and other books. Many of his contracts 

called for inspecting remote areas and at this 

point, out of the 448 units he divided the state 

into back in 1969, he has botanically surveyed 

445.  

 Jane is no slouch, botanically. Growing up, 

she spent a lot of time on her grandparents' 

ranch and her parents impressed on her that eve-

rything has a name. I'm not sure it is possible to 

divide Bob and Jane's joint interests in botany 

and birds, but when researching in the nation's 

great scientific libraries, Jane tends to find the 

birds. 

 Having met them through the local Audu-

bon chapter, Bob and Jane became my mentors 

when I first started writing this bird column in 

1999.  They put their research into two editions 

of their book, "Wyoming Birds."  Doug Faulkner 

continually credits them throughout his 2010 

book, "Birds of Wyoming." Jane wrote the chap-

ter for him on the history of Wyoming ornitholo-

gy and Bob wrote the chapter on landforms and 

vegetation.  

 While both books often save me from hav-

ing to make phone calls, the Dorns' book also has 
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70 pages of Wyoming birding hotspots and direc-

tions on how to get to them. 

 What Jane, Bob and Chris have in common 

is not only intelligence and education, but insatia-

ble curiosity that has and will keep them going 

long after any official retirement; the afternoon 

before the awards ceremony on campus I found 

Bob doing research in the herbarium.  

 And they also share a huge spirit of gener-

osity, making all of us, maybe unknowingly for 

many people, beneficiaries of their scientific and 

conservation passions.  

 (published Nov. 10, 2013, in the Wyoming 

Tribune Eagle) 

 

AUDUBON ROCKIES FALL 2013 

NEWSLETTER 

 
THE UNCERTAINTY OF WATER 

Brian Rutledge 

Vice President, Audubon 

Executive Director, Audubon Rockies 

 

C olorado’s mountain landscape from Boulder 

to Fort Collins has had three consecutive 

years of near-record extreme weather events, 

including high snowpack in 2011, heat, drought, 

and forest fires in 2012, and high rainfall in 2013. 

 This year’s torrential September rains 

swept over fragile fire-burned landscapes, bring-

ing down trees, rocks, and homes, and sending re-

fuse into our waterways. It caused the deaths of 

at least nine people and over $2 billion in damag-

es. Several public drinking water systems still re-

main on boil or bottled water advisories. 

 Concerns about leakages from flooded oil 

and gas wells, raw sewage, and other debris into 

rivers prompted the State health department to 

collect water samples, showing that several rivers 

had high levels of E. coli. 

 To read the whole story: http://

rockies.audubon.org/colorado-floods-oil-gas-e-coli

- l o t s - u n c e r t a i n t y - a r o u n d - w a t e r 

http://www.coloradoan.com/article/20131008/

NEWS01/310080020/State-E-col i-no-oi l -

po l l utants-found-Co lor ado-f l ood-z ones?

gcheck=1&nclick_check=1  

 

COMMUNITY NATURALISTS 

BRINGING NATURE INTO CLASSROOMS 

A s summer wanes and school begins, Audubon 

Rockies Education programs in both Wyo-

ming and Colorado have become a flurry of activi-

ty as the Community Naturalist Programs begin to 

educate students and teachers on the wonders of 

birds and all things outdoors. 

 After a one-week rain delay, Four Mile 

Ranch Environmental Education in Colorado is up 

and running for its seventh annual season. More 

than one hundred Pagosa Springs 2nd graders 

were lucky to have good weather for Audubon’s 

“Insects Are Everywhere!” program. Students 

used nets, magnifiers, and bug boxes to observe 

insects, spiders, and other creepy-crawlies, gain-

ing a greater appreciation of the diversity and 

abundance of insects that support a wide variety 

of birds and other wildlife. Over the next few 

weeks, every student from Pagosa Springs Ele-

mentary School will have a similar opportunity to 

put all five senses to work, exploring topics from 

the water cycle to plants, wildlife, and habitat. 

 In Wyoming, along with the usual classroom 

and field trip outreach - which have resulted in 

over 500 students already attending programs 

this fall - we have been focusing even more on our 

teacher trainings and educator workshops, since 

working with teachers helps us reach an exponen-

tial number of youth in the region. We conducted 

a workshop at Sheridan College on September 19th 

and 20th, and have several more planned for the 

fall. Our educators have also been asked to pre-

sent at the State Math and Science Teachers 

Conference in Casper. 

 Lastly, we are sad to report that the 

Audubon Center at Garden Creek will be closing 

next spring after 16 years. While this will be a 

change for us, we feel we can use this as an op-

http://audubon.us6.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=5af26446a2&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=5af26446a2&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=5af26446a2&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=34211954ed&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=34211954ed&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=34211954ed&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=34211954ed&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=8334c95efa&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=eec76848bd&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=eec76848bd&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=d5cdfbdae3&e=d2412625e5
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portunity to reach out to even more communities, 

students, and teachers in southern and central 

Wyoming through the community Naturalist ap-

proach. Our outreach there has already led to 

new classroom and field trip experiences in Cas-

per, as well as a collaborative fundraiser with lo-

cal elementary art teachers and the Nicolaysen 

Art Museum. 

 

POLICY 

BLM’S NATIONAL SAGE-GROUSE STRATEGY  

IMPACTING WY AND CO 

 

I n order to avoid the need to list Greater Sage-

grouse as a protected species under the En-

dangered Species Act (they are currently a candi-
date species, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to 

make a final decision in 2015), BLM has begun an 

ambitious new paradigm in wildlife management 

through its National Sage-Grouse Conservation 

Strategy.  This strategy focuses on developing 

and implementing sage-grouse conservation poli-

cies across 10 states and as such, is one of the 

highest level species recovery efforts in the his-

tory of the western U.S. 

 This huge federal effort will ultimately 

impact management of 47 million acres of sage-

brush habitat (includes 15 million acres in WY and 

8.6 million acres in CO).  BLM is revising 68 Re-

source Management Plans, compressed into 15 

large geographic areas.  These RMPs are pivotal 

because they identify how the landscape is man-

aged, often times in place for decades, and ad-

dresses everything from grazing to recreation to 

energy development.  

 In regards to Greater Sage-grouse, BLM is 

to implement science-based conservation 

measures so as to prevent the need for federal 

listing.  The BLM’s emphasis for protecting and 

managing grouse habitat incorporates the follow-

ing principles:  protection of unfragmented habi-

tat; minimization of habitat loss and fragmenta-

tion; and management of habitats to maintain, en-

hance, or restore conditions that meet grouse life 

history needs. 

 Since March, our staff have commented on 

3 draft RMPs for WY (Lander, Buffalo, Bighorn 

Basin) – pointing out the strengths, weaknesses, 

and proposing new ideas for each.  Next in line is 

Northwest CO RMP  – due Dec 2.  BLM plans to 

have all RMPs wrapped up by Fall 2014, and be-

fore then each will go through another public 

comment opportunity.  

 

GUNNISON SAGE-GROUSE – OFFICIAL  

PUBLIC HEARINGS  

W ith fewer than 5,000 birds remaining in 

Colorado and Utah, the Gunnison Sage-

grouse is in a dire situation. The U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service (USFWS) has proposed to list 

the bird as endangered and designate critical 

habitat under the Endangered Species 

Act.  Audubon continues to advocate for federal 

listing decisions based on science, not politics. 

USFWS is expected to make a final decision is 

end of March 2014. 

 

WYOMING'S IMPORTANT BIRD AREAS 

A udubon Rockies recently submitted four 

state Greater Sage-grouse Important Bird 

Areas (IBAs) in Wyoming for consideration for 

global status. The National IBA Technical Com-

mittee reviewed and identified Ninemile Draw, 

Little Sandy Landscape, Shirley Basin/Bates Hole, 

and Red Desert Complex as global IBAs based on 

their Greater Sage-grouse populations.  

 

HOW ARE GLOBAL OR CONTINENTAL IBAS 

DIFFERENT FROM STATE IBAS? 

T he difference is one of scale and relative 

importance to bird conservation. For exam-

ple, a site that contains significant numbers of a 

globally imperiled species would be a global IBA, 

while a site that contains significant numbers of a 

species that is stable in parts of its range but en-

dangered in North America would qualify as a con-

tinental IBA. In contrast, a state site that con-

http://audubon.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=43606b1121&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=43606b1121&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=6a8bf8d1ce&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=5660cebb57&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=55a8e05475&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=55a8e05475&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=9816341d41&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=4565a1774b&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=4565a1774b&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=0cab3a6d77&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=0cab3a6d77&e=d2412625e5
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tains significant numbers of a species that is sta-

ble elsewhere in the U.S. but endangered in that 

particular state would be a state IBA.  

  

WHAT DOES THIS ALL MEAN? 

A ll IBAs are important and can be used to 

conserve our local, national, and global bird 

populations. However, a site that is globally im-

portant lends more weight when stressing the im-

portance of an area in our policy, education and/

or science actions. For example, Audubon will be 

using the global designation when commenting on 

various energy development scenarios in the 

state.   

 

THANK YOU TO THE BAILEY FAMILY 

I n the spring of 2014, the Audubon Center at 

Garden Creek will officially close. For the past 

16 years, the Baily Family has graciously allowed 

Audubon Wyoming (now Audubon Rockies) to car-

ry out our nature education on their proper-

ty. Now the family has decided to return the 

property to a more natural state, taking out the 

old and deteriorating buildings and eliminating 

trails. We would like to thank the Bailys for their 

generosity to Audubon and the community. 

 Although we will miss the center, Audubon 

Rockies respects the Baily family’s decision and 

welcomes this change as a way to further our con-

servation education. Audubon is refocusing our 

efforts in Casper by going to schools, rather than 

relying on the schools to come to the center. This 

Community Naturalist Program is a “traveling edu-

cation” program, a “center without walls” which 

delivers conservation education directly to the 

classroom or to nearby natural areas. We feel we 

will continue and even increase our outreach to 

Casper and surrounding communities through this 

Community Naturalist Program approach. 

 The Audubon Center will always hold a spe-

cial place in our heart as we forward our conser-

vation education outreach in Casper.  

 

 

CREATING BIRD-FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES 

I n late August of 2013, leaders from through-

out the One Audubon Network, including Audu-

bon Rockies’ own Jacelyn Downey, convened for 

two days at Maine’s Hog Island Camp to chart a 

clear and achievable course for Audubon’s national 

conservation strategy, “Creating Bird-Friendly 

Communities.” This document summarizes the out-

comes and proceedings of this first Creating Bird

-Friendly Communities Summit. The successful 

summit culminated in agreement among attendees 

about: 

 The essential elements of a bird friendly com-

munity (BFC) 

 A collective definition of a BFC 

 Programs, activities, and products that al-

ready promote BFCs 

 Additional BFC programs, activities, and prod-

ucts to be developed 

 Models for BFC recognition programs 

 
LOOKING FOR A GROUP ACTIVITY?  
 
BECOME A HABITAT HERO!  

T urn your yard or community garden into a 
wildscape by incorporating native plants that 

support a diversity of wildlife. 
 

WHAT IS A HABITAT HERO? 

H abitat Heroes are people who practice a 

form of landscape stewardship called 
"wildscaping", designed to provide habitats for 

wildlife, large and small. 
 Whether the landscape you tend is a home 

yard, a few pots on a balcony, a public park, a 
schoolyard garden, or a farm or orchard . . . Habi-

tat Heroes believe in growing a healthy communi-
ty. 

 Make a positive differ-
ence for birds, pollinators, and 

other wildlife right at home! 
 

http://audubon.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=6dffec786e&e=d2412625e5
http://audubon.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=6e38aae74b0a0ffe3610ff4ca&id=745cf3d276&e=d2412625e5
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The annual cost of being an individual or family ‘Friend’ will be a donation of $10 or more.  Benefits in-

clude:  Free monthly programs, free field trips, subscription to the monthly Plains and Peaks newslet-

ter (also, available at www.murieaudubon.org).    Your name is not shared with other organizations.   

All of your funds are used locally.  Check all that apply.  

$10 One year 

Audubon Adventures ($45.65 each classroom)  

Other (Designate) $__________________  

WyoBirds Listserve (An amount of your choosing) $_____________ 

                                   Total   $ ____________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________   

 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 City:________________ST____ZIP________ 

 

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________ 

  

Make checks payable to Murie Audubon Society and mail to:  Murie Audubon Society, PO Box 2112, 

Casper, WY  82602.   ATTN: Treasurer.   

(Use your printer to print just this page, fill out, and send to the above address.) 

HELP SUPPORT MURIE AUDUBON SOCIETY BY BECOMING A 
“FRIEND OF MURIE AUDUBON” 

 



DECORATE YOUR BACKYARD WITH WREATH 

TREATS FOR THE BIRDS!!!! 


