
 

A MURDER OF CROWS 

O ur first program of the year will feature a film originally shown on the 
PBS show Nature in 2010.  A Murder of Crows covers some of the 

most recent studies of Crows that reveals their intelligence. Crows, as well 
as other corvids or jays, do not have the best of reputations.  They are usu-
ally portrayed in movies and folklore as sinister or as nuisance birds.  New 
research has shown they are among the most intelligent animals in the 
world, able to use tools, to recognize each other’s voices and 250 distinct 

calls.  They are very social, mate for life, and raise their young for up to five years. In addition, they are able to recognize 
individual humans and pick them out of a crowd up to two years later.  Crow experts from around the world sing their 
praises, and present us with captivating new footage of crows as we have never seen them before. 

Please join us on Friday, September 13, 2013 at 7 pm at the Oil & Gas Conservation Commission Building at 2211 King 
Blvd. for this interesting film about crows.  As always, the program is free and open to the public!  

PROGRAM CHAIRMAN—Bruce Walgren 

(Ed.’s Note: “A Murder of  crows”  dates back to the 15 century and refers to a group of crows.) 

CALENDAR 

Sept. 23—Deadline for October arti-

cles 

Oct. 1—MAS Bd. Mtg. 

Oct. 11—General Meeting—7PM, 

2211 King Blvd. 

Oct. Field Trip—Buffalo & Lake 

DeSmet—TBA 

Dec. 14—Casper’s CBC 

Jan. 1, 2014—Bates Hole CBC 

Feb.  8—Annual Banquet and Fund-

raiser 

 

SAVE PAPER — READ YOUR 

NEWSLETTER AT  MURIE’S WEB-

SITE, CONTACT ROSE-MARY 

KING—rking7453@bresnan.net 
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ALONG THE PATHWAY WITH HARRY 

S ummer has come and gone. Again the seasons 
change, the birds migrate and we watch them come 

and go. Change is inevitable. We cannot live without 
change and it is the only constant in life that I know of. 
 Sadly,  I must report more change. I recently 
heard from Audubon Rockies that we will eventually lose 
access to the Audubon Center at Garden Creek. I don't 
have many details to share at this point, but I can tell you 
that the current owners of the property will eventually 
offer it up for sale. It is a beautiful property, as we all 
know, and should fetch a hefty price. The property has 
been generously leased to Audubon since 1998, but next 
April  the lease will expire, and most likely it will go up for 
sale. We must honor and respect the property owner's 
wishes to sell the land, just as I could sell my home and 
property should I decide to move on. One thing we can 
hope for, is that in some way, we will find another place 
of our own again in the future. We can hope and pray, 
this could come true some day. I'm sure we will have 
more details when they become available. Access to the 
Garden Center is now restricted. I ask for your patience 
and understanding as Audubon Rockies looks for ways to 
continue education programs for the schools of Casper 
and Natrona County up until the property is sold. 
 Murie Board members will be looking for a new 
meeting location for our monthly board meetings and 
this should not affect our general meetings and pro-
grams. I look forward to our next general meeting and 
hope you had a great birding summer. 
Good birding to all, Harry MAS President, 307-258-1255 

 
 
 
 

2014 ANNUAL MURIE AUDUBON BANQUET 

A Hot Topic: Volcanoes 

A fter a warm summer and lingering fall, the topic for 
the 2014 Annual Murie Audubon Banquet will stir 

some fires and heat up the banquet facility at the Park-
way Plaza.  Kenneth Sims, an Associate Professor at the 
University of Wyoming, will share his knowledge and ex-
periences in geologic studies of active volcanoes at high 
altitudes in tough terrain and (brrr!) cold weather – yes, 
including Wyoming.  His mountaineering skills have ena-
bled him to collect data in Antarctica, the Alaska Range 
and the Andes of Peru and Ecuador and inside active, re-
mote volcanoes across the globe.  Dr. Sims’ goal has been 
to better understand the evolution of Earth’s volcanoes 
with the possibility of predicting future eruptions. 
 Mark your calendars to reserve a “hot seat” and 
share an eventful evening with your Audubon friends: 
2014 Annual Murie Audubon Banquet and Fundraiser, 
Saturday, February 8th, 2014, Parkway Plaza, Guest 
Speaker: Dr. Kenneth Sims. 

Banquet Chair—Karen Anfang 

 

 

AUDUBON ADVENTURES 

T his year is the 30th anniversary of Audubon Adven-
tures.  I think I have been involved in at least twen-

ty-five of those years.  Hopefully, it will be a good year for 
our involvement.   
 I am starting to revisit with teachers for this 
year.  I talked to a teacher from the school district while 
enrolling classes for this school year.   All of the teachers 
from grades three through six have been receiving Audu-
bon Adventure since 1999.  They are also involved with 
the Teton Science School.  Their science scores have gone 
up every year.  They think Audubon Adventures is WON-
DERFUL. 
 The topics for the school year are: 
Seabirds: Feathered Ocean Travelers (starring Project 
Puffin) 
Hooray For Hummingbirds! 
Raptors: The Birds of Prey 
Caring For Our Planet: Join in the Action 
 The cost remains the same at $45.65 to sponsor 
one classroom. 
 If you wish to sponsor a class, please make 
checks to Murie Audubon and send them to Ann Hines 
1600 Linda Vista Dr. 82609 

EDUCATION CHAIRMAN—ANN HINES 
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BIRD NOTES 

 

S ummer bird activity is slowing 
down and we are moving into 

Fall Migration Season.  As I write 
this, kettles of Turkey Vultures are 

circling above our house and a MacGillivray’s Warbler is 
chipping in our backyard (this is a new yard bird for us).  I 
am seeing large flocks of robins on the Casper College 
campus; it will be interesting to see how long they will 
stay before moving on.  Most of Wyoming experienced 
continued dry conditions this summer, but sporadic thun-
derstorms through mid to late summer have kept grass 
and sage areas greener than usual, and probably helped 
reduce the number of wildfires in Wyoming that other 
western states have been experiencing.   
 These continued dry conditions were also the 
probable factor in some of the Breeding Bird Survey re-
sults this summer.  On our Nowood route (south of Ten 
Sleep) Bruce and I found that the total number of species 
found were down from previous years, as well as the to-
tal number of individuals counted.  On the Leo BBS (near 
Miracle Mile), the number of species was about average, 
but the total number of individuals was down. Especially 
notable was the lower numbers of meadowlarks, mourn-
ing doves, and Vesper Sparrows.  On the Brookhurst 
route (from north of Casper south towards Casper Moun-
tain), the same was true.  On this route, the increased 
industrial and residential development along Coal Creek 
Rd. and Hat Six is probably an additional factor.   
 Chris Michelson conducts a BBS route east of 
Glenrock; he said that this year most of the numbers 
“had returned to what has been normal in the past.”  He 
noted that Lark Bunting numbers were still down, and 
swallow numbers were a bit low; but Sage Thrasher num-
bers were up and raptor numbers were normal.  He also 
felt that insect-eating birds were down.   
 Fall Migration will continue to pick up, and this 
“season” usually brings some surprises.  Let me know 
what you have been seeing; email to Pi-
ranga@bresnan.net or phone 234-7455.   

Donna Walgren 
 

 

 

 

 

WANDA PETERS ON A NEW ADVENTURE 

 

W armest wishes Casper friends, 

Wanda Peters, our Center Supervisor, has decid-
ed to explore new ventures.  She will wrap up her time at 
the Garden Creek Center on July 5th to head down to 
Prescott, AZ where she has been accepted into a Gradu-
ate Program and Teachership for Prescott College. This 
move is a great opportunity for her and will also allow 
her to move closer to some of her family.   Although we 
have tried to talk her out of it, with arguments such as 
“Arizona in July, are you kidding your worms will bake!”, 
she has decided that it is time for her to move on from 
her work as part of the Audubon family.  

Wanda came to us in 2009 as the center supervisor and 
has done a wonderful job of reinvigorating the position, 
and incorporating the center into the Casper Community 
while maintaining and even increasing the level of quality 
that everyone has come to expect from the Audubon 
Rockies Center at Garden Creek.  She started programs 
like Little Hands at Audubon, and  expanded Hoot and 
Howl and Brown Bag Birding along with her other duties 
as an educator and manager. She began to offer new ed-
ucation programs and was able to revamp many pro-
grams that were already in place. We wish her the best 
and hope she enjoys new adventures in sunny Arizona.   

REGIONAL COMMUNITY NATURALIST—Dusty Downey 

 

THE GENEROSITY OF OTHER BIRDERS  
IMPROVES TRAVEL EXPERIENCE 

 
By Barb Gorges 

 

M ark and I have yet to hire a birding guide or join an orga-
nized bird trip in our travels, but someday we may have 

to if we travel somewhere with unfamiliar birds. 
 Meanwhile, we find birding hotspots by using 
www.eBird.org.  But then there is also the generosity of local 
birders.  

http://www.eBird.org
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 Mid-July, Mark and I were walking the trails at the 
Sitka National Historical Park in Sitka, Alaska, overwhelmed by 
the sounds of small birds high in the rainforest canopy. We 
knew the singing was thrushes, but even though we'd gone 
online the night before to listen to the three possibilities, var-
ied (definitely different), hermit and Swainson's, our audio 
memory wasn't very good. 
 This was supposed to be a vacation so I was trying to 
just let it go. I can't reliably sort out Swainson's and hermits by 
sight in my own backyard during migration, where they never 
sing, much less these invisible birds. 
 But enter Lucy. When you are wearing binoculars, it is 
not considered rude to walk up to a total stranger also wearing 
binoculars and ask "What are you seeing?"  
 Some birders, I have heard, are curmudgeons, but not 
this woman. We chatted more than 5 minutes before she invit-
ed us to come with her to an opening in the bushes along the 
shore where she'd seen four species of gulls the day before. 
 Lucy also explained an easy way to identify the sing-
ing thrushes: the Swainson's fluting song spirals up and the 
hermit's makes a little rise before spiraling down.  
 We were surprised any birds were still singing in mid-
July, still advertising for mates and establishing territories. I 
later read that the Alaska Natives call the thrushes 
"salmonberry birds" because they sing at the time of year 
salmonberries are ripe.  
 They are right about that. Sitka's brambles were full 
of these raspberry-type berries, either a deep gold or a deep 
red when ripe. Mark's brother, Peter, who lives in Sitka, point-
ed them out. They are kind of seedy so the best way to eat 
them is to pop one in your mouth, smash it with your tongue 
to get the juice and then swallow it whole. It was hard to con-
centrate on birding with so many berries to pick. Luckily, no 
bears were competing with us. 
 Lucy still had to get to work that morning so we bid 
adieu.  
 The next day we stopped by the Fishermen's Eye Gal-
lery where she works and gave her an update on the birds 
we'd seen, including nine young bald eagles checking out the 
first returning salmon of the season and glaucous-winged, 
mew and Bonaparte's gulls. 
 We were very lucky to meet Lucy, a local, who has led 
bird tours in the past. 

 In Juneau, it was a fellow traveler who alerted us to 
birds. We took the tram up Mount Roberts, hoping to see ptar-
migan on the trail at the top. 
Instead, we got an unsolicited heads-up on a family of sooty 
grouse (formerly spruce grouse) from a man wearing all black-
and binoculars.  
 At Mendenhall Glacier, we struck up a conversation 
with another man with binoculars. He said we should talk to his 
buddy, a "real birder," an energetic, white-haired man who 
spent half our conversation promoting birding his own neigh-
borhood and encouraged us to call him if we ever travel to 
Point Reyes National Seashore in California.  
 We watched for seabirds from the Alaska Marine High-
way-the ferry-from Sitka to Skagway and all the way back to 
Bellingham, Wash., and from all our stops in between, but had 
better luck identifying whales. The fast-winging black dots re-
mained inscrutable. They might be worth a guided trip.  
 One of the crew members did point out the flock of 
pink, plastic flamingos perched in a tree on Highwater Island, 
near Sitka.  
 These migrate from China, he said, by way of the U.S. 
Coast Guard's training center.   
 How to use www.eBird.org in reverse to find birding 
hotspots:   
 Use the Explore Data function to generate checklists 
showing species observed week by week for particular areas.  
 Of course, figuring out where obscurely named 
hotspots are located means we sometimes have to pretend we 
are going to set up a new personal observation location at our 
trip destination so we can see the hotspot markers on a map 
and find out their names by clicking on them.  
 Go to Submit Observations and click on Find it on a 
Map. Enter the state or county you are interested in. Click on 
hotspot balloons in the area you are interested in visiting and 
their names will appear on the right. As long as you don't click 
on "Continue," the location will not be saved in your records.  
 When you do submit observations for your travels, be 
sure to use existing hotspot locations if you can. When you Ex-
plore Data, you can choose to explore only your own observa-
tions for that hotspot, or all the observations. 
 Many state and national parks have bird checklists 
available online or at their visitor centers. These are particularly 
helpful for getting a feel for what species are common.  
 

NOTICE TO FRIEND OF MURIE  
NEWSLETTER RECIPIENTS 

 

 Those who have not paid in one year or more should see “Expired” and a date of Expiration 
on your mailing label, probably on the same line as your name.  You will only receive one more 
(October) newsletter after this one.  If you feel this is in error, please contact Bruce Walgren (234-

7455) and we can work out the details. 

http://www.eBird.org
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MURIE’S ANNUAL SUMMER PICNIC—AUGUST 14, 2013 

AUDUBON CENTER AT GARDEN CREEK 

Fried Chicken, salads & 

yummy desserts! 
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New faces, 

good conver-

sations and 

“what did you 

do this sum-

mer?” 
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MAS VISION STATEMENT 

 

 The Vision of Murie Audubon Society 

is to instill a passion for nature in pre-

sent and future generations through 

awareness, enjoyment, understanding, 

appreciation, conservation and advoca-

cy. 

MAS MISSION STATEMENT 

 

 The Mission of Murie Audubon Society is to 

promote the conservation of birds and other 

wildlife through education and enhancements 

of natural habitats, understanding, apprecia-

tion, conservation and advocacy. 

MAS CHAPTER OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT—Harry Martin (258-1255),  
harry@harrymartincartoons.com  
VICE-PRESIDENT—Andrea Trembath (436-5343), musk-
ratranch@gmail.com 
RECORDING SECRETARY—Kathy Davis,  
(253-8581 ), kajodavis@yahoo.com 
TREASURER—Stacey Scott (262-0055),  
hustace@gmail.com 
PROGRAM CHAIR—Bruce Walgren (234-7455),  
bruce_walgren@bresnan.net 
CIRCULATION/MEMBERSHIP RECORDS—Jan Whitney 
(237-7709), janw@tribcsp.com 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR—Open Position 
EDUCATION CHAIR—Ann Hines (266-3160),  
annhines12@gmail.com 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR & WEBSITE—Rose-Mary King 
(262-4861), rking7453@bresnan.net 
HOSPITALITY CHAIR—Kathy Knapp (259-2165),  
KathyaKnapp@hotmail.com  
Nancy Stichert (265-0144), nstichert@teglerinsurance.com  

CONSERVATION COMMITTEE—Bruce & Donna Walgren,  

(234-7455), Timperley-Walgren@bresnan.net, 

Mike Szymczak (237-0372),  

mszymczak@bresnan.net 

PUBLICITY CHAIR—J. P. Cavigelli (258-1093),  
jpcavigelli@caspercollege.edu 
FIELD TRIP CHAIR—Open Position 
BANQUET CHAIR—Karen Anfang (472-0278),  
barbarb@bresnan.net 
EMERITUS—Bart Rea (234-6282), bdrea@tribscp.com  
EMERITUS—Lois Layton (472-7009) 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Term expires 2014 
Bob Yonts, bbyonts@juno.com, J.P. Cavigelli, Rose-Mary 
King, Will Waterbury, wwaterbu@yahoo.com, Karl Osvald, 
ksosvald@att.net. 
 
Term expires 2015 
Chris Michelson (234-8726), Michelsonce@aol.com; 
Ann Hines, Bruce & Donna Walgren 

AUDUBON ROCKIES - REGIONAL OFFICE OF NATIONAL  
AUDUBON SOCIETY  

Regional Office: 105 Mtn. Ave., Fort Collins, CO  80524 
Phone: 970-416-6931 (Contact for Brian Rutledge,  Alison Holloran 
and staff) 
Casper Community Naturalist—René Hansen, 473-1987, rhan-
sen@audubon.org 
Regional Community Naturalist Program:  410 McKean Rd.,   
Moorcroft WY 82721, Phone: 307-756-3149.   
Jacelyn  Downey—Cell: 504-453-4139, jdowney@audubon.org;  
Dusty Downey—Cell: 504-453-4124, ddowney@audubon.org 
  
STAFF 
Brian Rutledge - Executive Director of Audubon Rockies Region,  
307-262-1061, brutledge@audubon.org 
Alison Holloran—Director of Science—aholloran@audubon.org 
Daly Edmunds—Policy—dedmunds@audubon.org 
Sidnie Shaffer – Director Conservation Philanthropy West  
(in Washington State for Western Region), sshaffer@audubon.org,  
2038 Taft Avenue, Bremerton, WA.  98312, 360-440-3353 
 
Audubon Rockies website - http://www.rockies.audubon.org  
Facebook under Audubon Rockies 

 

 

mailto:brutledge@audubon.org
mailto:dedmunds@audubon.org
mailto:sshaffer@audubon.org


HELP SUPPORT MURIE AUDUBON SOCIETY BY BECOMING A “FRIEND OF MURIE AUDUBON” 
 

The annual cost of being an individual or family ‘Friend’ will be a donation of $10 or more.  Benefits include:  Free 
monthly programs, free field trips, subscription to the monthly Plains and Peaks newsletter (also, available at 
www.murieaudubon.org).    Your name is not shared with other organizations.   All of your funds are used locally.  
Check all that apply.  
 
o$10 One year 
 
oAudubon Adventures ($45.65 each classroom)   oOther (Designate) $__________________ 
 
oWyoBirds Listserve (An amount of your choosing) $_____________ 
 
                                   Total   $ ____________ 
 
 
Name: _______________________________   
 
Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  
City:________________ST____ZIP________ 
 
 
E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________ 
 
  
Make checks payable to Murie Audubon Society and mail to:  Murie Audubon Society, PO Box 2112, Casper, WY  
82602.   ATTN: Treasurer. 
 
An “Expired” notation to the left of your name on your mailing label indicates that it is time to renew your sup-
port.  

 

(Use your printer to print form and then fill in the blanks.) 
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CONSERVATION 
THROUGH EDUCATION 


