
 

BIRDING IN AUSTRALIA 

R obin Kepple will be our guest speaker for the April 12, 2013 pro-
gram; she will present a slideshow of a recent bird and wildlife 

watching trip to Queensland, Australia. During the trip the group visited 
Lamington National Park in the lush rainforest near Brisbane, home to the 
satin bower bird, the paradise rifle bird, large colonies of flying foxes, koa-
las, wallabies, and many others. The trip also included eight days in Curra-
winya National Park in the arid outback. Extensive lakes and wetlands 
make Currawinya ideal for bird watching and wildlife watching, and pro-
vides a home for species such as emus, Major Mitchell cockatoos, carpet 
pythons, goannas, and the impressive red kangaroo. 

The program will be on Friday, April 12 at 7PM at the Oil & Gas 
Conservation Commission Building at 2211 King Blvd. The program is free 
and open to the public. (Article and photo by Robin Kepple) 

Program Chair—Bruce Walgren 
 
 
 

CALENDAR 

 

April 13—Hat Six Sage Grouse Lek 

Field Trip—see pg. 3  

April 18—Bird ID Classes begin—

see pg. 3 for remaining dates. 

April 22—May article deadline 

 

SAVE PAPER — READ YOUR 

NEWSLETTER AT  MURIE’S WEB-

SITE, CONTACT ROSE-MARY 

KING—rking7453@bresnan.net 
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ANN HINES – CASPER WOMAN OF  
DISTINCTION NOMINEE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

E very year nominations are made for Casper’s Wom-
an of Distinction.  Qualifications considered are pro-

fessional activities, citizenship, leadership, community 
service, volunteerism, advocacy of human rights and sta-
tus of women, high standards of education and depth of 
commitment.  This year nine highly qualified women 
were nominated.  The nominee selected as this year’s 
Woman of Distinction was Anne MacKinnon, whom many 
of us know and have worked with over the years; we con-
gratulate Anne – she very much deserves the honor.  
Among the other eight nominees was Murie’s own Ann 
Hines – who, we are proud to note, easily qualifies on all 
of these points. 
 Ann taught elementary school for 35 years, but 
after retiring she continued teaching, working with kids in 
outdoor education – helping them understand and ap-
preciate Wyoming’s natural world.  She has also been 
instrumental in organizing and teaching beginning birding 
classes for adults, working with Murie and the Audubon 
Center at Garden Creek.  Ann also helps Wanda Peters at 
the Center by creating and organizing a wide variety of 
teaching resources. I should mention a recent project – 
she was part of a team that Wanda set up a couple weeks 
ago – teaching about owls to 7 classes of second-graders 
in Douglas (147 students!!).  In addition, she (along with 
other volunteers) continues to help with all the various 
everyday chores that need to be done at the Center. 
 In addition, Ann is involved with the Casper His-
torical Preservation Commission, which is currently work-
ing on the history of the schools in the county and also on 
surveys of buildings in the downtown Casper area.  She 
also continues her volunteer work at church – everything 
from making sure there are flowers for the altar each 
Sunday to organizing funeral receptions.   

 I realize that I have not covered everything that 
Ann does in our community, but these few things show 
the diversity of her activities – and illustrate why we say 
“Congratulations, Ann!!  We are proud of you!!” 

Donna Walgren 
 

 
ALONG THE PATHWAY WITH  

HARRY 
 

A bout the only birding I 
have managed to do in the 

past few weeks is what I spot on 
the other side of my living room 
window. This week, I was lucky 
to count about one hundred Red
-winged Blackbirds. What a sight 
as they make their approach 
from the southwest to attack our remaining bird feeder 
chocked full of sun flower seeds. They are quickly drain-
ing our seed supply. When they aren't gorging them-
selves on seed, I can hear them down in Bates Creek, 
singing their hearts out for a mate. Their red badge 
makes a striking mark against their black feathers. Our 
cats stalk them, but the feeder is out of reach, so we 
don't worry about the cats taking any of them. 

When I get home from work, I try and relax, but 
my sons con me to into assisting with their homework. 
My chance to rest is quickly consumed with cracking the 
books and reviewing the boys’ notes and worksheets 
from school. My youngest son, Scott, is now wrestling 
with algebra, geometry, and the word problems that now 
keep us up all night. 

I look over the problems and I scratch my head. 
Something is wrong here.  The problems are way out of 
his league. The school system seems to be pushing his 
brain beyond his abilities. He is now learning about cir-
cles, radius, diameter, area, and "pie" (3.14). The con-
cepts and definitions are simple, but the usage has yet to 
sink in. I quiz him. "Tell me what radius is", I say to him. 
He struggles. I ask a different question, "how many radii 
are in a perfect circle?" "How about a circle in the shape 
of an egg?" He panics. Dad has put him on the spot. 

"Okay, how about diameter? Tell me what that 
is". I can tell it's going to be a long night. He won't be able 
to solve the problems. So, we spend the remaining hours 
drawing circles and eggs. We draw many radii and diame-
ters. I look at the daunting word problems and I see more 
problems. 

My son will also have to do substitution to ex-
tract the radius "r" from a given equation that includes 



PAGE 3 PLAINS & PEAKS 

circumference. Then there is the mysterious square root, 
a new yet to be mastered concept. He has a hand-out 
from the teacher, but it doesn't show how to do the sub-
stitution to extract critical information. Then, to com-
pound things further, it's a word problem using words 
found in road construction. As a matter of fact, all the 
problems are for construction projects that make little or 
no sense to a kid his age. No wonder kids fall asleep in 
class, like I did when I was a kid. 
 We want our kids to succeed in school, but what 
are we doing to make it more interesting? Where are 
word problems that make sense, and where are word 
problems that capture a kid's imagination? The problems 
need to fit the kids, and in my opinion, need to be enter-
taining. When will I see homework that gets the kids to 
think about conservation? 
 We look at the problems some more. I see anoth-
er construction project.  He is to compute the amount of 
asphalt it will take to make a donut shaped track that will 
cover acres of land. Why not create a new problem he 
can relate to? Something like, "How many trees need to 
be planted in the given circle of grass to make enough 
habitat for migrating birds to make new homes for their 
young?" Why do we insist on covering the ground with 
concrete and asphalt? 

It's past bedtime. I send Scott to bed, and I turn 
in for the night. 

Good birding to all.  
President Harry Martin - 307-258-1255 

 

AUDUBON ADVENTURES 
 

Y OU DID IT!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  All Audubon Adven-
tures were covered by sponsors this year.  From the 

children who receive them, THANK YOU. 
 Jack and Bert Kerns sponsored more than two 
classes bringing us to the finish line.  Now the cycle be-
gins again.  I’m in the process of TRYING to reach the 
teachers to tell them whom their sponsors are, so hope-
fully you will be getting thank you notes.   
 YOU ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

Education Chair – Ann Hines 
 

FIELD TRIP 
Saturday, April 13.  We will meet at the east side Safe-
way parking lot at 5:30 AM for a field trip to see the Sage-
Grouse strutting.  This lek doesn't have as many birds as 
it used to.  When you are at the lek, just look around and 
you will see that the houses are too close to the lek.  The 
grouse are not able to adapt to houses that are close to 

the lek.  It is called habitat 
fragmentation, and con-
sidered the major threat 
to the Sage-Grouse.  Call 
Stacey Scott at 262-0055 
for information or ques-
tions.   

Stacey Scott 
 

BIRD ID CLASSES 

 

 

 

 

 

A udubon Rockies and the Murie Audubon Society 
Chapter will once again team up to offer birding 

classes this spring with Thursday evening classes held at 
the Audubon Center using a power point format. All ex-
cept the first one are followed by a Saturday field trip to 
various birding places in the area.     

THURSDAY, APRIL 18 - 6:30 start time – Birds  
and Binoculars This first one is a very basic introduction 
to birding, with identification tips, and using field guides 
and binoculars effectively. We start earlier than the other 
classes so we have time to go out on the trail at the Cen-
ter, and practice our binocular and identification skills! 

The rest of the classes focuses on specific groups 
of birds:   
 Thursday, April 25—7:00p.m. Waterfowl.  Field trip 

on Saturday, April 27.   
 Thursday, May 9—7:00p.m. Birds of Edness Kimball 

Wilkins State Park .   Field trip on Saturday, May 11. 
 Thursday, May 30—7:00p.m. Raptors    Field trip on 

Saturday, June  1. 
 Thursday, June 6—7:00p.m. Birds of Casper Mtn. and 

Rotary Park.  Field trip Saturday, June 8. 
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THE RIPPLING WAY 
 

 

G reetings from Audubon 
Rockies!  

 It is still March as I am 
writing this, and have just seen 
the first flower of the season, 
Orogenia linear folia or Indian 
Potato.  It’s tiny flower is easy to miss, but they are here 
in full force.  April means spring migrations are under-
way, and we can only hope all things find enough water 
and food to sustain their journeys.  Mapping Migration:  
Important Places for Wyoming’s Migratory Birds is a re-
port that Alison Holloran contributed to as well as Chris 
Michelson, Andrea Orabona and many others. Quoting 
from the report:  “This report is based on a study that 
synthesized knowledge of migration behaviors for four 
functional groups of migrating birds: wetland birds, ripar-
ian birds, raptors and sparse grassland birds. These 
groups represent a majority of migrating species in Wyo-
ming, including many species of conservation concern.  
We combined important migration areas for each of the 
four groups into one map and found that 73% of these 
areas were exposed to potential wind development. 
However, 27% of the lands with high potential for wind 
development have lower importance for migrating birds. 
By focusing development here, impacts to migrating birds 
could be avoided or reduced.”  The full report can be 
seen at  http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/
northamerica/unitedstates/wyoming/mapping-wyoming-
bird-migrations.pdf   and also on the Audubon Rockies 
website.   

As bird watchers and bird lovers, we know that 
birds don’t stay in one place.  Becoming knowledgeable 
about the areas birds use, and then working to ensure 
that those places stay healthy and viable and in existence 
will mean that we will have birds to watch for years to 
come.  

I am excited for the new Audubon Citizen Sci-
ence Project called Hummingbirds at Home. This will be 
a fun way to contribute data from right here in Casper 
and help in the understanding of how earlier flowering 
plants are affecting hummingbirds.  I’ve included the fol-
lowing information in hopes that you, your family or 
someone you know will choose to be involved!   

Hummingbirds visit our yards each spring to 
breed, looking for nectar from our gardens and feeders. 
Fascinating to watch, hummingbirds captivate us with 
their magical feats of flight and their showy colors.   The 

Continental US is breeding home to 14 species of hum-
mingbirds, with a few other species making rare appear-
ances.  
 Recent science reports that flowers are blooming 
earlier and earlier due to climate change. Some flowers 
are blooming as many as 17 days before the migrating 
hummingbirds arrive.   The impact for migrating and 
breeding hummingbirds is unknown.  
 Building on our Christmas Bird Count (CBC) lega-
cy and the more recent success of the Great Backyard 
Bird Count (GBBC), Audubon is launching a new program 
called Hummingbirds at Home. 
 Through this new program Audubon’s goal is to 
gather data that will help document the hummingbirds’ 
journey, and better understand how changing flowering 
patterns and supplemental feeding by people relate to 
hummingbirds’ migration and breeding success, and also 
climate change. Since nectar is critical to hummingbirds, 
we’re asking people to document which flowering plants 
hummingbirds are feeding on in their backyards as well 
as whether hummingbird feeders are supplied and used.  
The Hummingbirds at Home program will provide an op-
portunity for citizen scientists to help us learn how these 
changes in the environment are impacting humming-
birds.    
 In this family-friendly program, participants will 
log hummingbird sightings and the flowering plants or 
feeders they visit, with free mobile technology or on 
desktop computers.  Participants can also view humming-
bird sightings online in real time.  Scientists will use the 
data to better understand how hummingbirds are im-
pacted by feeders, non-native nectar sources in gardens, 
shifting flowering times, and climate change.   

Do you enjoy watching hummingbirds and want 
to become involved in this program?  You can participate 
at a level that fits your schedule – from one sighting to 
watching hummingbirds over several weekends through-
out the program.  To learn more about this exciting citi-
zen science project, go to www.audubon.org/
citizenscience. 
 May you find the time to marvel at the migra-
tions, flowerings and spring skies! 

Happy Birding,  
Wanda Peters – Nature Center Supervisor 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/wyoming/mapping-wyoming-bird-migrations.pdf
http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/wyoming/mapping-wyoming-bird-migrations.pdf
http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/wyoming/mapping-wyoming-bird-migrations.pdf
http://www.audubon.org/citizenscience
http://www.audubon.org/citizenscience
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BIRD NOTES 
 

I t is still March as of 
this writing, with April 

just around the corner.  
Waterfowl and gull re-
ports are increasing as 
these species move 
through on their way 
northward.  Sparrow spe-

cies sightings have been noted, especially White-crowns 
and Tree Sparrows; a First of Season Sage Sparrow was 
reported in Hudson.  Mountain Bluebirds are also becom-
ing more numerous (that brilliant blue is always a joy to 
behold!!!).  The Sandhill Cranes are now staging in Ne-
braska’s Rainwater Basin, and we are getting reports of 
some crane sightings here in Wyoming.  Robins and Red-
winged Blackbirds are two of the species indicating that 
Winter might be on its way out, and the February Yard 
Bird Project Report had high numbers of these guys.  
Common Redpolls and Red Crossbills were still being 
seen frequently – obviously still have not headed back 
north just yet (so Spring isn’t quite here).  Also, we are 
still seeing quite a few raptors – 9 species on the Project 
report.  Also of note on the report was one Hoary Redpoll 
(in Casper) and a Spotted Towhee in Idaho Falls. 

For the month of February, Wayne and I received 
202 reports for the Yard Bird Project.  86 species were 
tallied from 80 locations in 20 states plus Yukon Territory 
and Panama.  The most reported species was American 
Robin.  No. 2 was Brown Creeper (up from No. 3 last 
month).  Third place was a tie between Common Redpoll 
and White-breasted Nuthatch.  Fourth place was a 3-way 
tie between Red Crossbill, Red-winged Blackbird, and 
Black-billed Magpie.    
Wyoming Yard Bird List 
Casper:  Ann Hines – Brown Creeper, Jim Brown – Com-
mon Redpoll, Magnus Trembath – Canada Goose, Andrea 
Trembath – Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cam Trembath – Com-
mon Raven, Rose-Mary King – Townsend’s Solitaire, Chris 
Michelson – Red Crossbill, Stacey Scott – Black Rosy-
Finch, Casper College Greenhouse – Bald Eagle, Joanne 
Odasz – Hairy Woodpecker, Frank Odasz – Sharp-shinned 
Hawk, Barb Yonts – Northern Flicker, Bob Yonts – Downy 
Woodpecker, Bruce Walgren – Steller’s Jay, Donna 
Walgren – Rough-legged Hawk; Buffalo: Deane Bjerke – 
Cooper’s Hawk;  Cheyenne: Barb Gorges – Cedar Wax-
wing; Dubois: Anna Moscicki – Steller’s Jay, Michael Ken-
ney – Red-breasted Nuthatch; Garden Creek Audubon 
Center: Donna Walgren – Common Redpoll, Chris Michel-

son – Hoary Redpoll; Mills: Bruce Walgren – Blue Jay.    
Thanks to all who helped with the Yard Bird Pro-

ject in February!!! Let me know what you’all have been 
seeing; email to Piranga@bresnan.net or phone 234-
7455.  Bird movements will continue to pick up as Spring 
gets closer and closer!!!   

Donna Walgren 
 

THOUSAND TURBINE WYOMING WIND 
FARM COULD BECOME COUNTRY’S BIGGEST 

EAGLE KILLER 
(Newsletter of American Bird Conservancy – Bird Calls – 
permission granted for republishing article) 
 

T he Chokecherry-Sierra Madre site may become the 
nation’s biggest eagle-killing wind farm, based on 

an estimate by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
which says the 1,000-turbine facility would kill between 
150-210 raptors a year, including 46-64 Golden Eagles. 
 If the BLM’s prediction is accurate, this single 
wind farm would kill almost as many Golden Eagles each 
year as the many wind farms of the notorious Altamont 
Pass in California. HawkWatch International has com-
mented that the BLM’s that the BLM’s mortality estimate 
for Chokecherry-Sierra Madre may even underestimated 
the potential carnage, estimating that the Wyoming wind 
farm might kill more than 700 raptors annually, more 
than 200 of them Golden Eagles. 
 “Regardless of whose estimate is ‘right’, even the 
lowest predictions are too high, and would likely turn the 
project area into a population sink for Golden Eagles, 
where more birds would be killed than could be replaced 
by the area’s breeding population,” said Kelly Fuller, 
ABC’s Wind Campaign Coordinator. 
 The Greater Sage-Grouse, a candidate for listing 
under the Endangered Species Act, is also threatened by 
the Chokecherry-Sierra Madre project.  More than 900 of 
the project’s 1,000 turbines would be located in sage-
grouse habitat.  Originally, because of the high quality of 
its sage-grouse habitat, virtually the entire Chokecherry-
Sierra Madre project area was within an area that was 
specially designated as off-limits to energy development. 
Rather than avoid the area specially designated to pro-
tect sage-grouse, the project’s developer asked to have 
the area changed. A state committee agreed to this re-
quest. 
 In addition to the Chokecherry-Sierra Madre’s 
project’s problems for raptors and sage-grouse, the pro-
ject’s Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) was 

mailto:Piranga@bresnan.net
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approved before all the necessary avian studies were 
completed, and without including plans for mitigating the 
project’s impacts on birds. Instead, some of the project’s 
most important analysis is being pushed off to a series of 
future Environmental Assessments, which raises serious 
legal questions. 
 “ABC supports wind energy when it is bird-smart, 
but the Chokecherry-Sierra Madre is not a bird-smart 
project, said Fuller (Bird Calls, Vol. 15, No. 1) 
 Recently ABC joined with Biodiversity Conserva-
tion Alliance and Western Watersheds Projects in sending 
a formal letter of protest to the BLM after the EIS was 
published. The letter pointed out scientific and legal flaws 
in the BLM’s approval of the project site, and noted that 
the project could be relocated in southeastern Wyoming 
with far fewer environmental consequences. 
 The Chokecherry-Sierra Madre project cannot be 
constructed until BLM grants Right of Way permits, the 
timing of which is uncertain. Efforts will continue to pro-
tect Wyoming’s birds from what Fuller calls “an over-
sized, irresponsible project”. 

Submitted by Ann Hines 
 

AUDUBON'S FIELD GUIDE TO BIRDING 
TRAILS 

BY KENN KAUFMAN 

Published: July-August 2008 

Complete article at:  http://www.audubonmagazine.org/
articles/birds/audubons-field-guide-birding-trails 

Birding Guide at:  http://www.audubonmagazine.org/
sites/default/files/documents/birdingtrailswest.pdf 

Great Washington State Birding Trail: For more infor-
mation, visit Audubon Washington and contact 866-WA-
BIRDS to order maps. 

Oregon Cascades Birding Trail: For more information, 
visit The Oregon Cascades Birding Trail or contact The 
Audubon Society of Portland (503-292-6855). 

Montana Birding and Nature Trail: IFor more infor-
mation, visit the Montana Birding and Nature Trail or 
contact the Montana Natural History Center (406-327-
0405).  

Idaho Birding Trail: For more information, visit the Idaho 
Birding Trail or contact the Idaho Department of Fish and 
Game (208-334-3700). 

Utah’s Great Salt Lake Birding Trail: For more infor-
mation, visit the Great Salt Lake Birding Trails or contact 
the Wasatch Audubon Society (801-621-7595). 

Southeastern Arizona Birding Trail: For more infor-
mation, check out the Southeastern Arizona Birding Trail 
Map or contact the Tucson Audubon Society (520-622-
5622). 

Colorado Birding Trail: For more information, visit the 
Colorado Birding Trail or contact Audubon Colorado (303-
415-0130). 

California Central Coast Birding Trail: For more infor-
mation, visit the Central Coast Birding Trail or call Audu-
bon California (916-649-7600). 

California’s Eastern Sierra Birding Trail: For more infor-
mation, check out the Eastern Sierra Birding Trail Map or 
contact the Eastern Sierra Audubon Society (P.O. Box 
624, Bishop, CA 93515). 

Alaska Coastal Wildlife Viewing Trail:   For more infor-
mation, visit The Alaska Coastal Wildlife Viewing Trail or 
contact the Alaska Division of Wildlife Conservation (907-
465-4190). 

Great Plains Trail of Oklahoma: For more information: 
Visit the Great Plains Trail of Oklahoma or call the Okla-
homa Tourism and Recreation Department at 800-652-
6552.  
 
The Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail:  For more infor-
mation: Visit Great Texas Wildlife Trails or call the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department at 512-389-4800.  
 
Panhandle Plains Wildlife Trail, Texas:  For more infor-
mation: Visit Great Texas Wildlife Trails or call the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department at 512-389-4800.  
 
 

 

http://www.audubonmagazine.org/articles/birds/audubons-field-guide-birding-trails
http://www.audubonmagazine.org/articles/birds/audubons-field-guide-birding-trails
http://wa.audubon.org/birds_GreatWABirdingTrail.html
http://www.oregonbirdingtrails.org/cascades.htm
http://www.audubonportland.org/
http://www.audubonportland.org/
http://www.montanabirdingtrail.org/
http://www.montananaturalist.org/
http://www.idahobirdingtrail.org/
http://www.idahobirdingtrail.org/
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/
http://www.wasatchaudubon.org/mapn_birding_trails.htm
http://www.wasatchaudubon.org/index.html
http://www.seazbirdingtrail.com/seazbirdingtrail.com/
http://www.seazbirdingtrail.com/seazbirdingtrail.com/
http://www.tucsonaudubon.org/
http://www.coloradobirdingtrail.com/
http://co.audubon.org/
http://ca-ccbt.info/
http://ca.audubon.org/index.php
http://ca.audubon.org/index.php
http://www.monolake.org/trailmap/index.html
http://esaudubon.org/
http://www.wildlife.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=trails.coastal_trail
http://www.wildlife.alaska.gov/
http://www.wildlifedepartment.com/greatplains/wildlifetrails.htm
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/wild/wildlife_trails/coastal/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/wild/wildlife_trails/plains/

