
 

SAFARI TO VICTORIA FALLS AND SURROUNDING 
AREA 

 

O ur guest speaker for the March monthly program will be 
Dr. Kent Sundell, Geology Instructor at Casper College.  

Kent and his wife Meg made a trip to Victoria Falls the last part 
of May and first part of June 2012. 
 In addition to visiting Victoria Falls, they went on photo 
safari in Zambia, Zimbabwe, and Botswana where they photo-
graphed many species of birds and native wildlife.    
 Victoria Falls is one of the Seven Natural Wonders of 
the World.  Statistically speaking, it is the largest waterfall in 
the world.  This recognition comes from combining the height 

and width together to create the largest sheet of flowing water. 
 Victoria Falls is located between Zambia and Zimbabwe, with access through either country.  The falls are also 
close to the border of Botswana.  The Zambezi River, which originates in northern Zambia, serves as the fall’s water 
source. 

CALENDAR 

 March 9—Field trip to Gray Reef and 
the Alcova area—see pg. 4.   

 March 16—Flying Wild Workshop—pg. 
2 

 Bird Classes—see pg. 3 

 April 13—Field Trip to Hat Six Greater 
Sage-grouse Lek—see pg. 4 

 May 22—Bird-a-Thon—see pg.  2 

 

 

 

 
March winds bring 
 

SAVE PAPER — READ YOUR NEWSLETTER 
AT  MURIE’S WEBSITE, CONTACT ROSE-
MARY KING—rking7453@bresnan.net 
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 Please join us on Friday, March 8, 2013 at 7 pm at 
the Oil & Gas Conservation Commission Building at 2211 
King Blvd.  As always, the program is free and open to the 
public!  

Program Chairman—Bruce Walgren 

 
ALONG THE FATHWAY WITH HARRY 

 

A nother great fundrais-
ing banquet has come 

and gone. What a great time 
and show it was. My sincerest 
gratitude to Karen Anfang 
and Jim Brown and the many-
many volunteers who helped 
make the 2103 Murie Audu-
bon Annual Banquet a round-
ing success. I am very 
pleased. It was a fun show 
with "Woody" 

Wooden with great tales about his past and cur-
rent photography skills. I learn something new with each 
banquet. At this writing, I haven't heard the final tally for 
"raked-in" funds. I suspect and hope we exceeded the 
dough from last year. Thank you all to those who attend-
ed, donated, and participated in the event. It all goes to 
supporting MAS and the Audubon Center at Garden 
Creek. 
 I've been reading some interesting news lately 
about wind generators, windows, and cats. Though there 
isn't much we can do about wind generators, I have yet 
to see any real data on how many birds are killed by 
them. As for windows, in my entire life, I've rarely seen 
many birds lost to collisions with windows. The big news 
is the numbers of birds lost to attacks by cats. Again, I 
haven't seen any good numbers, but there may be some 
good estimates that show birds are being consumed by 
cats at alarming rates. This, I can believe, as my family 
has a few cats. We routinely find gifts of deceased birds 
left at the door step of our house. 
We keep our feeders high up off the ground, but the cats 
eventually grab one either out of sport or as a snack. I 
wish I could prevent it, but cats do what they like to do 
best and that is hunting. I have read that some islands 
where cats have been introduced, are losing birds to the 
hunters. Even some governments and conservationists 
are encouraging bans to reduce cat populations to save 
the birds. The bottom line here is we may not have to 
worry about birds colliding with windows, wind gens., or 
other objects when they are being eaten into extinction. I 

expect, some day, we may see bans on domestic pets to 
keep us from wiping out rare migrating birds. Time will 
tell. 

Lastly, again at this writing, I look out the window 
as I drive under freeway underpasses, spring is here. I 
have been watching them flying rats (pigeons) building 
nests and courting with potential mates between snow 
storms. I'm also reading in the news that we should ex-
pect very early arrivals of humming birds as climate 
change has allowed them to start heading north. I'm not 
sure what else may be affected by global warming, but 
let us hope that over time, conditions bring favorable 
conditions for us all. 
 Good birding to all. 

President—Harry Martin—307-258-1255 
 

AUDUBON ADVENTURES 
 

T hanks to Dr. Keith James for sponsoring a class of 
Audubon Adventures and Jeanne Parson for spon-

soring more than one.  Both have been dedicated to this 
program for many years.  With their help, only two clas-
ses are without sponsors.  THANKS ONCE AGAIN FOR ALL 
OF YOUR HELP.   

Education Chair – Ann Hines 
 
 

THE RIPPLING WAY 
 

G reetings from Audubon Rockies! 
 

 It’s been snowing 
and blowing and spring 
seems so far away, but the 
birds certainly don’t seem 
to mind.  Even though the 
feeders are swaying in the 
Wyoming wind, they still 
come to feast apparently 
oblivious to the motion (or 
they just adjust, adapt and 
do what they always do….)  

Planning for spring and summer groups and 
events has made the winter seem non-existent in many 
ways.  Teachers are already calling to schedule classes, 
and plans are underway for summer programs and 
camps.      

Coming up in March, Audubon Rockies is hosting  
a “Flying Wild” workshop along with an outdoor science 
lab for educators on Saturday, March 16 from 8:00-3:00 



PAGE 3 PLAINS & PEAKS 

at the Audubon Center at Garden Creek.  There will be 
lessons from the award winning Flying Wild curriculum, 
bird banding training and stream ecology with water 
quality testing.  Teachers who participate in workshop 
will earn ½ PTSB credit.  For more information contact 
Wanda at the Center 307 473-1987 
wpeters@audubon.org.  To register please contact Ja-
celyn Downey 307-756-3941 - jdowney@audubon.org by 
March 8. 
 Audubon Rockies and the Murie chapter will 
once again team up to offer birding classes this spring 
with Thursday evening classes held at the Audubon Cen-
ter using a power point format. All except the first one 
are followed by a Saturday field trip to various birding 
places in the area.     

THURSDAY, APRIL 18  6:30 start time! Birds and 
Binoculars This first one is a very basic introduction to 
birding, with identification tips, and using field guides and 
binoculars effectively. We start earlier than the other 
classes so we have time to go out on the trail at the Cen-
ter, and practice our binocular and identification skills! 

The rest of the classes focuses on specific groups 
of birds:   

Thursday, April 25—7:00p.m. Waterfowl.  Field 
trip  on Saturday, April 27.   

Thursday, May 9—7:00p.m. Birds of Edness Kim-
ball Wilkins State Park .   Field trip on Saturday, April 11. 

Thursday, May 30—7:00p.m. Raptors    Field trip 
on Saturday, June  1. 

Thursday, June 6—7:00p.m. Birds of Casper Mtn. 
and Rotary Park.  Field trip Saturday, June 8. 

The annual bird–a—thon has been set for 
Wednesday, May 22.  We are hoping for more teams this 
year to get pledges, and go out and bird for the day to 
raise money for the operation of the Center.  

As we move into March and probably more win-
ter than spring, this Indian proverb comes to mind – “The 
frog does not drink up the pond in which he lives.” May 
our actions and choices be such that we take only what 
we need, and leave some for the sage grouse, eagles, 
trout, frogs, snakes, pronghorn AND future children. 
 It’s always hard to acknowledge and thank all the 
volunteers who contribute to this place, but I wanted to 
acknowledge and thank Rose-Mary King who saved me 
from pulling out all my hair as she dealt with a frustrating 
task of putting together a slide show for a digital photo 
frame.  (Sounds simple but it wasn’t!)  Thank you Rose-
Mary! 

Nature Center Supervisor – Wanda Peters 
 
 

BIRD NOTES 
 

T he results of the January 
Yard Bird Project are ba-

sically typical of species sighted 
at this time of year.  There 
were 6 species of owls report-
ed (including a couple Snowys), 
10 species of raptors, 5 species 
of sparrows, and 6 species of 
woodpeckers.  Still not seeing 

very many Tree Sparrows and Pine Siskins; but it is 2013, 
it is winter – so anything is possible.  (Plus, many birders 
are working on racking up their “First of Year” species.) 

For the month of January, Wayne and I received 
194 reports for the Yard Bird Project.  79 species were 
tallied from 71 locations in 21 states plus Yukon Territory 
and the Galapagos.  Redpolls, Steller’s Jays, Brown 
Creepers, and Northern Shrikes continue to be seen in 
good numbers, along with Evening Grosbeaks, wood-
peckers, waxwings, and nuthatches.  For the third month 
in a row, Common Redpoll was the most reported species 
on the Project list.  Northern Flicker was in second place.  
No. 3 was a tie between Brown Creeper and Bald Eagle.  
Fourth place was another tie between Sharp-shinned 
Hawk and Mountain Chickadee. 
Wyoming Yard Bird List 
Casper:  Ann Hines – Pine Grosbeak, Jim Brown – Red-
breasted Nuthatch, Magnus Trembath – Bohemian Wax-
wing, Andrea Trembath – House Sparrow, Rose-Mary 
King – White-winged Dove, Chris Michelson – Sharp-
shinned Hawk, Stacey Scott – Red-breasted Nuthatch, 
Casper College Greenhouse – Canada Goose, Joanne 
Odasz – Eurasian Collared Dove, Frank Odasz – Common 
Redpoll, Bruce Walgren – Evening Grosbeak, Donna 
Walgren – Northern Flicker; Buffalo: Deane Bjerke – 
Mountain Chickadee;  Cheyenne: Barb Gorges – Moun-
tain Chickadee; Afton: Wilson Lodge – Black-capped 
Chickadee; Dubois: Anna Moscicki – Common Redpoll, 
Michael Kenney – Mountain Chickadee; Evansville: Bruce 
Walgren – Hooded Merganser, Donna Walgren – Bar-
row’s Goldeneye; Edness Kimball Wilkins SP: June 
Calmes – Snow Goose; Lander: Andrea Orabona – Barn 
Owl; Togwotee Pass: Anna Moscicki – Three-toed Wood-
pecker, Michael Kenney – Pine Grosbeak; Riverton:  Su-
zanne Hargis – Common Redpoll, Bob Hargis – Steller’s 
Jay;  Ucross: Ruth Salvatore – Sharp-tailed Grouse.   

Thanks to all who helped with the Yard Bird Pro-
ject in January!!!  Let me know what you’all have been 
seeing; email to Piranga@bresnan.net or phone 234-

mailto:jdowney@audubon.org
mailto:Piranga@bresnan.net
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7455.  And keep track of your FOY birds!!!   
Donna Walgren 

 
FIELD TRIPS 

 

W e have 2 field trips scheduled. 
 

Saturday, March 9.  We will meet at the Audubon Center 
at Garden Creek at 9:00 AM for a bird trip to Gray Reef 
and the Alcova area.  We plan on being back by lunch 
time.  Call Stacey Scott at 262-0055 for information or 
questions.  I try to go to bed by 8:00 so please call before 
then. 
Saturday, April 13.  We will meet at the east side Safe-
way parking lot at 5:30 AM for a field trip to see the Sage-
Grouse strutting.  This lek doesn't have as many birds as 
it used to.  When you are at the lek , just look around and 
you will see that the houses are too close to the lek.  The 
grouse are not able to adapt to houses that are close to 
the lek.  It is called habitat fragmentation, and considered 
the major threat to the Sage-Grouse.  Call Stacey Scott at 
262-0055 for information or questions.  Stacey Scott 

 
 

GAME AND FISH NEEDS OUR HELP  
 
Nongame wildlife by any other name deserves support. 
 
By Barb Gorges 
 

I t's easy to support the work the Wyoming Depart-
ment of Game and Fish does. Just buy a hunting li-

cense. Or show up at the Capitol during the state  legisla-
tive session to testify on the merits of license fee increas-
es.  
            The department gets 80 percent of its funding 
from license fees, but it is the legislature that has to ap-
prove any fee changes every six or seven years. By this 
session, the fees approved in 2007 had 20 percent less 
buying power, thanks to inflation, but the legislation did 
not pass.  

Yet, there are more expenses. There are more 
people coming to work here who need education on Wy-
oming wildlife laws. And there's more baseline data col-
lection and monitoring work to be done in the face of 
more energy development.  
            Surprisingly at the committee meeting Feb. 1 to 
hear testimony on the second bill proposing increasing 
hunting fees, there was a lobbyist for a minor sports-
men's group opposed. His board members begrudge hav-

ing to pay more to hunt, even when it is apparent that 
the cost of everyday agency work gets more expensive. 
            In my testimony, I mentioned that my husband 
and I hunt and fish, we enjoy nongame wildlife, and we 
made an investment to support the Game and Fish by 
buying lifetime fishing licenses for our family. Later, the 
lobbyist told me we birdwatchers ought to be paying 
something, too. 

He is right. There are more people in Wyoming 
enjoying looking at nongame wildlife, including birds in 
their backyards, than are hunting it. We are indirectly 
benefitting from the 6 percent of hunting license fees 
spent on nongame species work.  

However, grants and legislative funding cover 
most of the $9.5 million (14.5 percent of the total Game 
and Fish budget) spent on nongame: programs to prevent 
aquatic invasive species invading; programs to prevent 
"sensitive species" from requiring listing as threatened or 
endangered; programs for wolves and sage-grouse; and 
work on brucellosis and chronic wasting disease.  There is 
also a biologist who tracks all the bird species not hunt-
ed.  
             How can a non-hunter support Game and Fish?  
 First, we need better terminology. Rather than 
"non-hunter," say "wildlife watcher." Rather than 
"nongame," I like "watchable wildlife," a term the depart-
ment already uses, even if it does seem to include the 
huntable megafauna. 

Some states sell special vehicle license plates to 
support wildlife. That was suggested here a few years 
ago, but apparently, the University of Wyoming is going 
to be the only entity with the sacred right to raise funds 
that way. 
 Some states have a check-off on their income tax 
forms to give people an easy option to contribute a few 
dollars, but it will be decades before any Wyoming legis-
lator wants to prematurely end her career by suggesting 
instituting state income tax. 
            Colorado uses the majority of its lottery income to 
support its wildlife programs. Wyoming considers legisla-
tion to join one of the national lotteries every year. If it 
ever passes, could funds be earmarked for wildlife? 
            In other places, a special license allows a person 
access to special state land. With so much federal land 
available for recreation, that probably wouldn't work in 
Wyoming, either. 
            The federal government once proposed a minor 
tax on outdoor gear that would be shared with states, 
but the gear companies nixed that. 
            Game and Fish does have a nice selection of items 
available in their gift shop here in Cheyenne and online, 
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but seriously, who needs another mug or t-shirt if you 
already belong to one wildlife organization or another? 
            What we really need is a voluntary wildlife watch-
ing license:  

Something on the order of $25 per family, with 
the option of contributing more and being listed in the 
back of Wyoming Wildlife magazine, as supporters of 
other organizations are in their publications. 
 Besides being listed in the magazine, one's sup-
port could be shown with a small sticker on the car win-
dow, maybe pasted right next to the annual state parks 
entrance pass. We wouldn't charge visitors non-resident 
fees if they also wanted a wildlife watching license. 
 And then, as sometimes happens, maybe third 
parties would offer perks for license holders-perhaps a 
discount from local purveyors of outdoor gear. Or maybe 
each year license holders would be put in a drawing for a 
pair of super-duper binoculars or a spotting scope. 
 But really, for some of us, just knowing we are 
contributing to the well-being of all the wildlife in Wyo-
ming-and there are a lot more kinds of critters out there 
than the ones sportsmen hunt-would be worth it. 
 If you have any other ideas, please contact Wyo-
ming Game and Fish Department Deputy Director John 
Emmerich, 777-4501.   
 

SAVE THE DATE: 
The 43rd annual 

Rivers and Wildlife Celebration: Nebraska’s 
Crane Festival 

March 21-24, 2013 
Holiday Inn - Kearney, Nebraska 

 
For more information: Nebraskacranefestival.org / 402-

797-2301 
 

 Hundreds of thousands of sandhill cranes - experi-
ence one of the great wildlife migrations on Earth! 

 Dan O’Brien — Wildlife biologist, author, and falcon-
er 

 Noppadol Paothong — Photographer, author 

 Rowe Sanctuary's crane viewing blinds on the Platte 
River 

 Field trips to area birding hotspots - Prairie grouse, 
cranes, geese, and more 
Family-friendly Wild Experience Room & crane behavior 
class 
On-line registration for the 2013 Rivers and Wildlife Cele-
bration is ready! Please go to the festival's web site, 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AudubonNebraska/872ce459db/
b895bf640b/6cc53d0f96. At the top of the front page is a 
link to the registration page. 
 We are very excited about this year's roster of 
speakers and activities. The festival's web site has the 
schedule of activities, field trip and workshop infor-
mation, and more. The lists of speakers and exhibitors 
will be updated periodically as information is received. 
 Thank you for your support of the great work 
being accomplished at Audubon's Rowe Sanctuary for the 
sandhill cranes and Platte River habitat. We hope to see 
you at the festival!  Kevin Poague, Audubon Nebraska. 
 

 
DANA P. VAN BURGH, JR. RECEIVES  

EDUCATION AWARD 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A mong the various activities at Murie’s 27th Annual 
Banquet was the presentation of the Education 

Award.  This year’s recipient is Dana Van Burgh.   As you 
know, Murie’s motto is “Conservation through Educa-
tion”; and each year we try to recognize those involved in 
science education, working to increase the knowledge 
and understanding of the state of Wyoming.  And it was 
universally agreed that Dana is the embodiment of the 
word “Teacher.” 
 Dana had taught 9th grade Earth Science for 38 
years.  In addition, he taught evening Geology classes at 
Casper College, as well as conducting Earth Science Semi-
nars there.  Plus, he also made numerous presentations 
at meetings of the Wyoming Science Teacher’s Associa-
tion and the National Science Teacher’s Association. 
 With Terry Logue and Ed Strube, Dana conducted 
High School and Teacher Field Science summer programs 
for the past 49 years.  He has also been involved in other 
education programs and events – Fan the Spark of Won-
der, Cowboy Coalition Teacher Field Trips, and the Osher 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AudubonNebraska/b1556c8c78/b895bf640b/1e1629215c
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AudubonNebraska/872ce459db/b895bf640b/6cc53d0f96
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AudubonNebraska/872ce459db/b895bf640b/6cc53d0f96
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Lifetime Learning Institute (OLLI).  (For those of you unfa-
miliar with the OLLI program, it is for “adults age 50+ who 
wish to continue learning and exploring for the pure joy 
of it.”)  In these classes, he shares his vast knowledge of 
geology and local Wyoming history. 

 Another project Dana was involved in worked to 
bring a group of local high school students from Russia to 
do field science with local high school students.  In addi-
tion, he helped provide support for some local students 
to travel to Russia. 
 Dana has received several other awards for his 
education achievements: 
 1997 – Kathleen Hemry  Award for Outstanding 

Teaching and Contributions to the Casper Community 
 1986 – Presidential Award for Excellence in Science 

Teaching 
 2000 – Lifetime Achievement Award in Science from 

the Wyoming Science Teacher’s   
Association 

 Another project he worked on – producing the 
Casper Mountain Field Guide, the Alcova Field Guide, and 
Sketches of Wyoming.  These were all used in the Field 
Science programs. 
 Dana has served as president of the Natrona Co. 
Historical Society, during which he focused on local histo-
ry – businesses, city growth, and especially, the families 
who have been here for many generations.  He continues 
to foster community education with exhibits of Casper 
area geology and paleontology which he has placed, and 
maintains, at the Casper International Airport and in the 
lobby of the First Interstate Bank.  Plus, he is also working 
on a field guide to the Rest Areas of Wyoming for visitors 
to our state. 
 In addition, he is teaching online courses – and, 
according to his students and peers, “he has mastered 
the material presentation such that it is as fulfilling as a 
traditionally taught course.”  Dana has been described as 
“a super strong advocate for learning, and as one who 
continues to learn himself.”  You can see why he is in-
deed “the embodiment of the word Teacher.” 
 (NOTE:  I want to thank Ed Stube, Sandy Leotta, 
Terry Logue, and Bob Yonts for “digging up the dirt” on 
Dana; we greatly appreciate all the work and infor-
mation.  Also, I have heard so very many comments on 
how happy they were to see Dana receive this award!!!) 

Donna Walgren 
 
 
 

 

BART REA RECEIVES GREAT EGRET AWARD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B art Rea, long-time Murie Board Member and Past-
President, was presented the Great Egret Award at 

the Murie Audubon Banquet on February 9, 2013. 
 The Great Egret Award is awarded to individuals 
who have made significant long-term contributions to 
Audubon and conservation in pursuit of the Audubon 
mission.   Individuals who have been in the “trenches” for 
20 or more years working for the Audubon mission, ei-
ther as a volunteer or staff member, are eligible.  Award-
ees have to have made significant contributions at one or 
more levels within the local Chapter, center, state, re-
gional, and/or national level. 
 While Bart’s love of nature and dedication to 
conservation issues were fostered by his mother, he be-
came seriously interested in the 1950’s when lured into 
birding as a serious hobby by Dr. Oliver Scott.  Bart and 
his wife Liz found themselves in the widely publicized 
court case involving the eagle killings in Jackson Canyon, 
west of Casper, during the 1970s. They kept the evidence 
in their freezer.  The case helped prompt President Nixon 
to ban the use of predator poisons on public lands. 
 Bart served on the National Audubon Society 
Board for 12 years and is Emeritus Board member for the 
Murie Audubon Society, where he has served as Presi-
dent and on the Board for over 20 years.  He has been 
active in the formation and operation of the Audubon 
Center at Garden Creek in Casper, WY.  Bart has also 
served on numerous nonprofit boards as well as civic 
planning boards promoting open spaces and habitat pro-
tection as well as philanthropy. 

Murie Audubon Society extends our 

sympathy to Dr. Keith James whose sis-

ter passed away recently.  
March 10, 2013 


