
 

FIRE ON THE MOUNTAIN! 
 

B ryan Anderson, District Forester for the Wyoming State Forestry Divi-
sion, will be our guest speaker for the January program.   

 The September 2012 fire on Casper Mountain will be the topic of 
the presentation.  The short and long term effects on the ecology and 
home ownership of this destructive fire will be discussed.   Comparisons 
to the fire in 2006 will also be addressed. 
 Please join us on Friday, January 11, 2013 at 7 pm at the Oil & 
Gas Conservation Commission Building at 2211 King Blvd.  As always, 
the program is free and open to the public!  

Program Chairman—Bruce Walgren 
Photo: by Bruce Walgren 

 

ALONG THE PATHWAY WITH HARRY 
 

Z ero wind and warm weather. That pretty much sums up this year's Christmas Bird Count. I remember my 
first CBC. My thoughts were, "what have I gotten myself into, anyway?". I remember the high winds and 
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IN SYMPATHY 
 

M urie Audubon wishes to extend our sympathy to Jackie Val-

dez upon the loss of her sister; our thoughts are with her. 
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below freezing temperatures, and 
a wind chill that would induce 
frostbite in a few short minutes. 
This time, it was almost t-shirt 
weather. 
     It was before sunrise when my 
oldest son, Tony, and I headed 
towards Stacey Scott's house to 
start at his feeders and make the 
CBC rounds.  Right away, we 

started counting Steller's Jay. Stacey really knows 
his birds and I learn much by listening to him. We 
make the rounds to his neighbor's feeders. Eventual-
ly, we come to Cindy's home. She has a swarm of 
Black-capped Chickadees hitting on her feeders. 
There must be about two dozen of these birds fritter-
ing about. Experts on hit-and-run, they dive in, grab 
a single seed, and then fly away. I have my camera 
and I try to capture an image. Peering through the 
viewfinder, the only clue that one has landed, is the 
occasional tapping sound from when their landing 
gear comes down and locks onto the edge of the 
feeder. Then, before your camera can focus on the 
bird, it's gone, faster than the speed of light. Later 
that evening, we reported our bird counts, and 
stuffed ourselves with great food with wonderful 
company. The only thing we forgot to count was the 
two Rainbow Trout that jumped out of the river and 
were airborne while chasing food. These fish came 
clear out of the water while we were walking along 
the river trying to flush out Snipes. Oh well, maybe 
next year. 
 It was a fun and rewarding bird count and this 
reminds me how fortunate we are to have the Audu-
bon Center at Garden Creek (ACGC). Each month, 
Wanda Peters opens the doors to Murie Audubon 
Society Chapter for our regular Board meetings and 
other activities. Every time I go there I learn some-
thing new. Wanda has many books and items on 
exhibit that are available for educating anyone who 
wants to learn about wildlife and conservation. Wan-
da seems to welcome my urge to fill her white board 
with bird cartoons and I'm delighted to see they sur-
vive the occasional erasing. We are truly fortunate to 
have Wanda and her services. 
  We always need sponsors for Audubon Adven-
tures. This year, there are 68 classrooms wanting 
Audubon Adventures, and sponsors to cover only 58 
classrooms.  The cost of a classroom set is $45.65 
which includes a teacher’s guide, posters and other 
teaching resources, as well as a newsmagazine for 
each student. How can we possibly keep our chapter 
going, and the ACGC going, if we don't take the time 
to educate and support our younger students? If you 

would like to see the program materials and sponsor 
a class, please call Ann Hines at 307 266-3160 or 
email annhines12@gmail.com. 
 We have the MAS Banquet coming up in Febru-
ary (call me if you need tickets, they only cost 
$27.50) where not only do you get to stuff yourself 
with great food and see a great show, but you have 
a plethora of ways (auctions and raffles) to donate to 
the cause.  
 Ok, off the soap box for now. Please attend our 
February Annual Banquet and bring fat wallets. I 
hope you had a fun time with the Christmas Bird 
Count. Good birding to all. 
 Questions or comments? Please call me.   

Harry Martin, President of MAS, 307-258-1255 
 
 

MURIE AUDUBON ANNUAL BANQUET 
AND FUNDRAISER 

 

L ast spring a feature article appeared in the Cas-
per Star Tribune about J.L. “Woody” Wooden. 

Woody had been teaching at Northwest College in 
Powell, WY, for 11 years and would be retiring from 
his Faculty position in the NWC Photographic Dept. 
last spring. 
   NWC wanted to celebrate the life and tenure of 
Woody with a retrospective exhibit of his works and 
highlights from a photography career that spanned 
the Vietnam War, President Reagan, lightening 
storms and world travels. 
   As banquet chairperson, I was intrigued by the sto-
ry of Woody’s award-winning career which began 
when he was a combat medic in the U.S. Marine 
Corps during the Vietnam War. This exhibit toured 
the United States for 2 years as “As Seen by Both 
Sides: American and Vietnamese Artists Look At 
The War”. This exhibit now resides at the Univ. of 
Massachusetts, Boston. 
   After the War, Woody began a promising cinema-
tography career documenting forest fires for CBS 
News and Walter Cronkite. War injuries forced him 
to turn to still cameras and his career then took him 
across the U.S. in an unpredictable and all-
encompassing pattern. 
   Woody’s vocational history includes forensics pho-
tography for the Tucson Police and Pima County 
Sheriff Depts., AZ, and later in California, he spent 
numerous years in commercial photography.   
   While living in Santa Barbara, CA, Woody was 
commissioned to photograph then President Reagan 
for an American Cancer Society Fundraiser. It was 
on this assignment Woody made the mistake of try-

mailto:annhines12@gmail.com
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ing to move past a secret 
service agent by stating he 
needed “to shoot” the 
President from a better 
angle! 
   Later, living in Nevada, 
Woody was commissioned 
by MGM Entertainment 
and Tommy Tune to do a 
promotional environmental 
portrait of Tune. Ansel Ad-
ams invited him into his 
home to “talk shop”. 
   One of Woody’s passions is capturing lightening 
on film. He has worked with lightening physicist, Le-
on Salanave, and become a leading expert on light-
ening photography,  publishing a two volume thesis 
on the subject.    
   Through all the years and all these places, Woody 
has taught photography. In addition to NWC, he has 
been on faculty rolls at colleges in Texas, California, 
Alabama and Nevada. His images can be found in 
private collections and have been exhibited world-
wide. 
   When I e-mailed Woody asking if he’d be interest-
ed in making a presentation and sharing his life’s 
experiences at the 27th Annual MAS Banquet & 
Fundraiser in February, he replied he “would”…and 
that birds are his greatest challenge! 
   Parkway Plaza will host the event, a major fund-
raiser for MAS, and will prepare a traditional turkey 
dinner, complete with pumpkin pie. Tickets prices 
are $27.50 each or a table of 8 for $200.00. Tickets 
will be available from any Audubon board member or 
at the Audubon Center at Garden Creek. Also for 
tickets or further information, call Karen Anfang, ban-
quet chairperson, 472-0278.  Deadline for purchas-
ing tickets is February 5. 
   Please consider making a donation to be used for 
a Silent Auction or Raffle item. Woody will donate 
two framed Images, 16x20 and 11x14, for the Silent 
Auction! 

Banquet Chairperson—Karen Anfang 

 
 

NEEDS FOR AUDUBON ADVENTURES 
 

F or several years, most of the classes have been 
sponsored by individuals.  We have lost several 

of our sponsors this year.  We have eight classes 
without sponsors.  On the positive side, we do have 
new sponsors.  I would like to thank Judi Van Rens-
selaer for her continued support over many years of 
sponsoring more than one class and J.P. Cavigelli 

and Jackie Valdez for sponsoring a class.  I do not 
assign sponsors until March so it is NOT TOO LATE 

to become a sponsor.  Sponsorship remains at 
$45.65 for this school year, 2012-2013.  Checks 
should be made to Murie Audubon Society and sent 
to:  Ann Hines, 1600 Linda Vista Dr., Casper 82609. 

Education Chairman—Ann Hines 

 

AUDUBON ADVENTURES 
THANKS YOUS 

 
Dear Mr. Bart Rea – Friday, April 20, 2012 

Thank you so much for sponsoring Audubon Ad-
ventures for our class! They are phenomenal! While I 
was reading the Audubon Adventures and doing 
place based education, I have learned about recy-
cling, reducing and reusing. I have also learned how 
to care for the planet. My favorite thing I have 
learned from the Audubon Adventures is learning 
about polluted water. It is my favorite part because 
we get to go to water sites and do water testing, and 
then do a science fair on it. Also because the Audu-
bon Adventures is very interesting. Thanks again for 
being our sponsor!!!   

Sincerely, Taylor C., Mrs. Adkins’ 4th grade class, 
Southridge Elementary School. 
 
Dear Mrs. Van Rensselaer – April 5, 2012 

I would like to thank you for these educational 
audubons we read. I think it’s amazing you would 
donate money for us to learn. 

My favorite part of this magazine was learning 
than an average hummingbird weights 3.25 oz. 
That’s about how much a penny weighs! I could car-
ry about a million ruby-throated hummingbirds! 

I learned that when a ruby-throated hummingbird 
migrates, it doubles it’s weight!! I think that’s amaz-
ing because then I, if I migrated, would weigh 164 
lbs.! Thanks a lot! 
 Sincerely, Mikayla 
 
 

BIRD NOTES 
 

H ere in Casper many 
people are seeing 

birds down from the moun-
tain in their yards – Steller’s 
Jays, Cassin’s Finches, 
Mountain Chicks, along with 
some Common Redpolls 
and Clark’s Nutcrackers.  In 
fact, large numbers of red-
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polls have been reported in several states so far.  In 
southeast Nebraska, 50 plus Common Redpolls 
were seen.  On the Shadehill Christmas Bird Count 
in northwest South Dakota, 13 observers counted 
589 Common Redpolls.  In southern North Dakota, 4 
people tallied 450 Common Redpolls plus 1 Hoary 
Redpoll.  Tim Gorman reported that the Evanston 
WY/UT CBC counted 140 Common Redpolls in 7 
different flocks.  

For the month of November, Wayne and I re-
ceived 189 reports for the Yard Bird Project.  81 spe-
cies were tallied from 78 locations in 18 states plus 
Yukon Territory and Ethiopia.  The Common Redpoll 
irruption was very evident on the Project list – this 
species was way out in front for November.  Second 
place was a tie between Northern Shrike and North-
ern Flicker.  Steller’s  Jay was no. 3; and fourth place 
was a 4-way tie between Brown Creeper, Red-
breasted Nuthatch, Blue Jay, and California Quail.   
Wyoming Yard Bird List 
Casper:  Ed Reish – Eurasian Collared-Dove, Ann 
Hines – Northern Shrike, Jeff Morton – Blue Jay, 
Chris Michelson – Brown Creeper,  Barb Yonts – 
Blue Jay, Bob Yonts – Dark-eyed Junco, Rose-Mary 
King – Common Redpoll, Stacey Scott – Steller’s 
Jay, Garden Creek Audubon Center – Evening Gros-
beak, Casper College Greenhouse – Bald Eagle, 
Donna Walgren – Broad-winged Hawk, Bruce 
Walgren – Steller’s Jay; Buffalo: Deane Bjerke – 
Common Redpoll; Glenrock:  Ruby MaCrae – Even-
ing Grosbeak; Riverton:  Suzanne Hargis – Blue 
Jay, Bob Hargis – Cassin’s Finch; Sundance:  Jean 

Adams - Merlin.  
Thanks to all who helped with the Yard Bird Pro-

ject in November!!!  We haven’t had all that much 
snow – yet!!  But the forecast says that is about to 
change; winter weather may bring new birds into our 
yards.  And it will be interesting to see if the redpoll 
irruption continues.  We would like to hear what you 
are seeing. Email me at Piranga@bresnan.net or 
phone 234-7455.   

Donna Walgren 

 
 

THE RIPPLING BROOK 
 

A s I write this, the Casper 
Christmas Bird Count has just 

been completed and the Bates 
Hole Count is yet to happen. I per-
sonally had a tremendous time, not 
because of the number of birds (I 
think the mountain team came in 

last as far as number of species) but because of the 
chance to marvel at winter beauty, participate in a 
long standing tradition and enjoy the company of 
dedicated birders. If you counted birds this year, 
thank you – your time and efforts helped science and 
the birds. If you missed out, I hope you are being 
sure to put it on your new 2013 calendar.  
 Speaking of 2013, Audubon Rockies will contin-
ue on solid footing to be a voice for birds, bird friend-
ly communities, sagebrush habitats and also healthy 
river systems on which so many birds depend. We 
will welcome a new development person onto the 
Rockies regional staff and Jacelyn, Dusty and myself 
will focus on education with some exciting opportuni-
ties and programs in the works.  
 As we enter into this New Year, I encourage us 
all to spend more time in nature, more time  sharing 
Nature with others, and more time thinking about all 
that is right and good both for humans and for birds.  
 May you be filled with Hope and Peace as we 
begin this New Year!  

Nature Center Supervisor – Wanda Peters 

 
 

LET’S KEEP THE LIGHTS ON, THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE NATURAL 

WORLD FLOWING AND THE  
CRITTERS AND BIRDS WELCOME 

MAT OUT! 
 

H ow important is the Audubon Center at Garden 
Creek to you? 

 
Dear Members, 
 
 Times are tough these days. The economy is not 
doing very well and many cash strapped families are 
really tightening their belts. It effects everyone and 
it's even putting a strain on the funding for the 
ACGC. I'll be up front. I'm worried that the Audubon 
funds will shrink to the point where we could lose the 
ACGC. Dusty and Wanda are now asking for our 
help and I believe we can do that. How many times 
have you gone to ACGC? Once, twice, a dozen 
times? Aren't you glad it's there? Want to keep it go-
ing? 
 I'm asking all of us to look a little bit more for that 
loose change in your pockets, okay, forget the 
change, look for dollars. I'd like to recommend that 
we all dig deeper to support the ACGC. Wanda does 
not have all the past support for fund raising and re-
searching grants. I fear that if we do not do more, it 
will become more difficult for her to support the cen-

mailto:Piranga@bresnan.net
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ter and continue her fine education programs. We 
utilize the ACGC free of charge and we hope that it 
remains there for future meetings, but there is no 
guarantee that it will continue to be funded as in the 
past. 
 What can we do to help? It's simple. Support the 
ACGC. When you visit the ACGC, stuff some extra 
cash into the bird house donation box. We have Bird
-A-Thons where you can collect donations from 
sponsors. 
 Murie's fund raising efforts go directly to support-
ing the ACGC. Other Wyoming Chapters will be sup-
porting the ACGC as well, but we benefit the most, 
as it is here in Casper. If you cannot donate more 
cash, consider volunteering some of your time at the 
ACGC. I don't know what else to say. I just know we 
need to do more. I do know that we need to encour-
age more people to visit the ACGC and get more 
visitors involved.  Harry Martin, President 

 (Excerpted from Harry Martin’s article.)  
 
Parents, Grandparents & Birders, 
 A couple years ago – November of 2010 - our 
son, Adam & his wife and children, Melody, Brooklyn 
& Brady were in town for the weekend. Melody was 
involved in a volley ball tournament – she was refer-
ring.  I took Adam and grandkids up to the ACGC to 
walk the bird path. We had a very pleasant walk 
looking at the remains of fall, listening for whatever 
birds were in the area and seeing the deer. We 
“hung out” for a while on the lawn area watching the 
deer and “dad & kids” tussled on the grass. I think 
this picture shows just how close you can bring na-
ture and kids together and it was less than 10 
minutes from home! 

 There are 
46 Audubon 
Centers listed in 
a link from the 
NAS website. 
There are sever-
al sanctuaries 
listed as well but 
I didn’t count 
them in with the 
46. Some states 
don’t have an 
Audubon Center 
and some have 
several, but  
 
 

THERE IS ONLY ONE IN WYOMING!  

 Giving of your time, talents and money will help 
keep ours going strong! More importantly, there will 
be a special place to take your children, grandchil-
dren, visiting family and friends to enjoy a personal 
experience with nature and all she offers! 
 See Bart’s letter below with information on where 
to send your contribution.  Rose-Mary King 
 
Dear Friends, 
 I have had the pleasure of being involved with 
the Audubon Center at Garden Creek since its very 
beginning and of watching its programs expand for 
all ages in our community, but especially for pre-
school and school aged kids. Its importance as a 
facility for outdoor exposure to nature and education 
is becoming better known throughout central Wyo-
ming. But the time has come when, if we wish to 
sustain the center and expand its programs, we all 
need to add our own financial support for its contin-
ued operation. Won’t you join me in making a gener-
ous contribution to Audubon Rockies for the benefit 
of the Audubon Center at Garden Creek, 101 Gar-
den Creek Rd., Casper, WY 82601 – note on your 
check “Audubon Center at Garden Creek” .  All con-
tributions for this purpose will be pooled and sent to 
Audubon Rockies for the center's operating budget. 
Thank you for your help. The kids and the wild crit-
ters at the center will appreciate it.  Bart Rea 
 (Ed.’s Note – please submit your letters of sup-
port for the ACGC to rking7453@bresnan.net. They 
will be in the next newsletter. Thank you!) 
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