
 

 

 
 
 

D waine Wagoner, guest speaker for Murie Audubon's November program, has com-
bined his expertise in photography and observation, and will update us on his photos 

of Wyoming's moths.  Dwaine, who has photographed over 350 moth species in Natrona 
County, will talk about how he found and photographed these moths and share many of 

his photos with us. 
 With the exception of "miller" moths, we seldom notice moths, yet there are more than 12,000 species in 
North America north of Mexico.  Worldwide there are more species of moths than all the species of mammals, 
birds, fish and reptiles put together.  This talk will explore a few of those moths that may be seen in Wyoming. 
 Dwaine was born in Indiana and grew up on a dairy farm in Wisconsin.  He first came to Wyoming in the 
summer of 1998 to volunteer with the Tate Museum and continued spending summers here until 2005, when he 
moved here permanently.  Dwaine continues to volunteer at the Tate Museum.  He assisted in the excavation of 
the mammoth now on display at the Tate, and is now working on the T-Rex. He has also led many field trips at 
the Audubon Center.   

CALENDAR 

Nov. 9—Gen. Mtg.—7 PM—Oil & Gas Con-

servation Commission Bldg.—2211 King 

Blvd. 

Nov. 10—Field Trip to Speas Hatchery—

Meet at ACGC at 9:30 

Nov. 26—Dec. article deadline 

Dec. 15—Casper’s CBC—no monthly 

meeting this month 

Jan. 1, 2013—Bates’ Hole CBC 

More information in December’s news-

letter regarding both CBC’s 

Feb. 9—MAS Annual Banquet 

Every Thursday—Noon—Brown Bag lunch 

with the birds 

SAVE PAPER — READ YOUR 

NEWSLETTER AT  MURIE’S WEB-

SITE, CONTACT ROSE-MARY KING—

rking7453@bresnan.net 
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 Many of you will remember Dwaine’s previ-
ous programs and this one promises to be just as 
educational and entertaining; so please join us on 
Friday, November 9, 2012 at 7 pm at the Oil & Gas 
Conservation Commission Building at 2211 King 
Blvd.  As always, the program is free and open to the 
public!  

Program Chair—Bruce Walgren 
(Photo: by Dwaine Wagoner) 
 

 

 
 

 
 

I  went for a walk the other day, along a concrete 
path parallel to the North Platte River. It was very 

windy and unpleasant, but I was determined. I 
looked over towards the river and noted that there 
were no birds to be seen. Well shoot, it was windy. If 
I were a bird, would I be down in that water fighting 
the wind and gusts? Probably not. 
 I continued, looking at all the trees, bending 
back, straining. I was bending forward, straining to 
keep my pace. I had a lunch date with Mrs.  Martin, 
and I didn't want to be late. Dust was blasting my 
eyes bringing watery tears to my eyes. I pressed on. 
Leaves flying past my face. A grounds keeper for a 
local restaurant nearly ran me over. I couldn't hear a 
motorized four wheeler through the wind. Somehow I 
escaped an accident. 
 Nature is not done with me, however. I didn't 
see it coming, I couldn't hear it happen, a rather 
large tree branch breaks loose and becomes air-
borne. It falls, gravity efficiently pulling it straight 
down, on target for my nearly hairless head. 
WHACK! Ouch...I did not deserve that. It hurt. 
 I either stopped thinking, or started thinking, I 
can't remember for sure, but one thing for sure, Na-
ture had struck. I'm not sure if I was being punished 
or not, but I started to wonder if I'm doing a good job 
and this was Nature's way of telling me to do a better 
job. Well shoot, I don't know...I can see Mrs. Martin 
and I'm glad it wasn't a larger branch, or worse...a 
tree trunk. I'm off to lunch. 
 So, what's my point? I guess what I'm trying 
to say is get out there and go birding. Recruit young 
birders. Get out and enjoy nature, even when it 
throws obstacles at you. The weather may shoo the 
birds away, but you want to observe nature (flying 
branches and all) so when the best days come at 
you, you can enjoy it even more.  :-) 

 Lastly, I have included a cartoon. It's my way 
of commenting about Soda Lake. I have mixed feel-
ings about BP, the lake, and other events related to 
the lake drying up. 

 
 
Good birding to all. Harry Martin, MAS President, 
307-258-1255 
  

GUESS WHO’S COMING 

TO DINNER? 

 

J. L. “Woody” Wooden 
Murie Audubon Annual Banquet 

And Fundraiser 

February 9, 2013 

Parkway Plaza 

Traditional Plated Turkey Dinner 

 Consider making a donation for the silent 

Auction or a raffle item. 

Karen Anfang, Banquet Chair, 472-0278 
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EXPO POETRY CONTEST WINNERS 

2012 

First Place 

 

 
Cheery yellow breast, 

Enclosed in a speckled vest, 
You’re forever wild. 

 
Gold, brown, yellow hide, 

Black horns on each front and side, 
You’re forever wild. 

 
Majestic white head, 

Dark powerful wings outspread, 
You’re forever wild. 

 
Black tufts on each ear, 

Striking, into rodents, fear, 
You’re forever wild. 

 
White cotton-y tail, 

Light grey fur, like a new nail, 
You’re forever wild. 

 
Large jaw, claws galore, 
Carnivore or herbivore, 

You’re forever wild. 
 

Antlers where birds peek, 
Chocolaty brown, so unique, 

You’re forever wild. 
 

Gray-brown, there or here, 
Bugle far, bugling near, 

You’re forever wild. 
 

Ashleigh Wigington (daughter of Luke & Linda Drury) 
Casper, WY 

CY Middle School 
Teacher: Audrey Egan 

 

 
 

Audubon Center at Garden Creek 
 

T here are leaves on the ground and sometimes 
falling like snow; the squirrels are active and 

comical in their antics; the deer youngsters are chas-

ing each other; and the turkeys top off the show. 
Garden Creek is again flowing, albeit a bit slow and 
low, but there’s water at least.  There’s Nuthatches, 
Juncos, Flickers, Downy Woodpeckers, Stellar’s 
Jays, Blue Jays, Magpies, Spotted Towhees, Spar-
rows, (White Crowned, Harris’s, Lincoln’s, White 
Throated) and of course House Finches, Chicka-
dees, Pine Siskins and more.   
 All who come these days are usually enter-
tained by the Wild Turkeys who don’t seem very wild 
as they come running in much to the delight of 
groups of students.  Since it is November and the 
domestic turkey will be on our minds and perhaps in 
our stomachs, I thought I would share some of the 
turkey talk that’s been happening at the center.  
 We worked on the classification:  
Kingdom Animalia:  Classification:  Phylum: Chor-
data, Class: Aves, Order: Galliformes, Family: Pha-
sianidae, Genus: Meleagris 

 We learned some vocabulary: 
Turkey Terms 
Caruncle – brightly colored growths on the throat 

region.  Turns bright red when the turkey is upset or 
during courtship.  
Gizzard – a part of a bird’s stomach that contains 

tiny stones.  It helps them grind up food for digestion.  
Hen – a female turkey.  
Poult – a baby turkey.  A chick.  
Snood – the flap of skin that hangs over the turkey’s 

beak.  Turns bright red when the turkey is upset or 
during courtship.  
Tom – a male turkey.  Also known as a gobbler.  
Wattle – the flap of skin under the turkey’s 

chin.  Turns bright red when the turkey is upset or 
during courtship.  
Scientific genus and species:  Meleagris gallopavo  

 Where did the turkey get its name?  Have 
you ever wondered what Turkey (the country in the 
Middle East) and the American bird have in com-
mon?  A case of mistaken identity resulted in the 
American Turkey being named after the coun-
try.  When the Spanish first found the bird in the 
Americas more than 400 years ago, they brought it 
back to Europe. The English mistakenly thought it 
was a bird they called a “turkey” so they gave it the 
same name. This other bird was actually from Afri-
ca, but came to England by way of the Turkey (lots 
of shipping went through Turkey at the time). The 
name stuck even when they realized the birds 
weren’t the same.  
 The wild turkey is one of two wild birds that 
have been domesticated; the other is the Muscovy 
Duck.  If Ben Franklin would have had his way, the 
Wild Turkey would be the National Symbol instead of 
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the Bald Eagle.  He thought the turkey was more dig-
nified.   
 I try to be thankful all year, but I am especial-
ly grateful for all the volunteers, who give of their 
time and energy and money to the Audubon Center. 
There have been more people than ever visiting, and 
participating in programs.   Volunteers make that 
possible!  I would like to grow the volunteer program, 
and am looking for someone with a few hours a 
week to serve as a volunteer coordinator. The re-
wards and pay would be non-monetary but you 
would have lots of opportunities—recruiting, schedul-
ing, and maintaining an up-to-date contact list would 
be some of the exciting tasks!  
 My birding bookshelf keeps expanding. Here 
are some suggestions for these cooler temps when 
you want to sit down by the fire with a hot beverage 
and a good book.  I have copies of these at the Cen-
ter if you would like to check them out. 
 For the creative you – The Laws Guide to 
Drawing Birds by John Muir Laws.   Just got a sam-
ple of this book and it makes me want to try to draw 
even though my artistic ability seems to stop at stick 
figures.  Living on the Wind Across the Hemi-
sphere with Migratory Birds by Scott Weidensaul. 
Bird Brains:  The Intelligence of Crows, Ravens, 
Magpies and Jays by Candace Savage. Owl by Wil-
liam Service. The Nature Principle by Richard Louv 
 “When the book and the bird disagree, al-
ways believe the bird” Birdwatchers Proverb 
 Happy Reading, bird feeding and bird watch-
ing!  

Nature Center Supervisor – Wanda Peters 
 

 

 

 

S till a few wildfires around, but cooler tempera-
tures (hopefully accompanied by some form of 

precipitation) should help contain these events.  Fall 
Migration Season continues, though a bit slow at 
times.  One of the species on the move is Sandhill 
Cranes.  Bruce and I were at Walgren Lake SRA 
(Sheridan Co., Nebr.) on Oct. 18; the northwest 
winds were extremely strong putting large amounts 
of dust in the air and the cranes were having difficul-
ties flying.  At the northwest end of the lake, next to 
the cattails and reeds, along the edge of the water, 
all we could see were heads and necks of cranes, 
trying to stay out of the wind.  We estimated there 

were 400 - 500 cranes.  It was an amazing sight. 

For the month of September, Wayne and I 
received 189 reports for the Yard Bird Project.  92 

species were tallied from 68 locations in 18 states 
plus Yukon Territory.  As is usual for this time of 
year, several species of warblers were reported (10 
species), making their way southward; also 7 spe-
cies of sparrows were tallied – and White-crowned 
Sparrow was the top bird for September.  Steller’s 
Jay was No. 2, with Evening Grosbeak in 3rd place.  
4th place was a 3-way tie between Western Tanager, 
Black-capped Chickadee, and Yellow-rumped War-

bler.     

Wyoming Yard Bird Report 

Casper:  Linda Drury – Blue Jay, Ann Hines – Even-
ing Grosbeak, Jeff Morton – Green-tailed Towhee, 
Chris Michelson – White-winged Dove,  Barb Yonts 
– Red-winged Blackbird, Bob Yonts – MacGillivray’s 
Warbler, Sandy and Miguel Leotta – Black-billed 
Magpie, Rose-Mary King – Brown Thrasher, Joanne 
Odasz – White-breasted Nuthatch, Frank Odasz – 
Swainson’s Thrush, Casper College Greenhouse – 
American Crow, Gloria Lawrence – Townsend’s 
Warbler, Jim Lawrence – Steller’s Jay, Bruce 
Walgren – Common Raven, Donna Walgren – 
Mountain Chickadee; Atlantic City: Jan Whitney – 
Green-tailed Towhee; Buffalo: Deane Bjerke – Wil-
son’s Warbler; Dubois:  Anna Moscicki – Wilson’s 

Warbler, Michael Kenney – White-crowned Sparrow; 
Douglas: Billie Snell – Brown Creeper; Edness 
Kimball Wilkins SP:  Chris Michelson – Black-

throated Blue Warbler, Donna Walgren – Palm War-
bler; Riverton:  Suzanne Hargis – Townsend’s War-

bler, Bob Hargis – Rock Wren.     

Thanks to all who helped with the Yard Bird 
Project in September!!!  Migrants are still on the 
move; let us know what you all are seeing. Email at 
Piranga@bresnan.net or phone 234-7455.  (Also, if 
anyone would like a copy of the complete August 
Yard Bird Project list – and you are not on the Pro-

ject email list, let me know.)   

Donna Walgren 
 

 
 

T hanks to Audrey Bailey, Gloria Lawrence Terri 

Narotzky, Pat Dixon and Frank Odasz for spon-

soring more than one class of Audubon Adven-

tures.  Thanks to Rose-Mary King, Wilmer and Ann 

Hines, Muriel & Frank McNeely & Bobby Roberts for 

sponsoring one class of Audubon Adventures. These 

people have all been faithful sponsors for many 

years.   

Education Chair – Ann Hines 

 

mailto:Piranga@bresnan.net
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A  small group from Casper made a field trip to 
the Buffalo/Storey  area.  A list of birds seen:  

Cackling goose, Canada goose, Gadwall, American 
Wigeon, Mallard, N. Shoveler, N. Pintail, Canvas-
back, Redhead, Ring-necked duck, Lesser Scaup, 
Bufflehead, Common Goldeneye, Hooded Mergan-
ser, Common Merganser, Ruddy Duck, Wild turkey, 
Pacific Loon, Common Loon, Pied-bill Grebe, 
Horned Grebe, Red-necked Grebe, Eared Grebe, 
Western Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant, Bald 
Eagle, N. Harrier, Red-tailed Hawk, Rough-legged 
Hawk, Golden Eagle, Greater Yellowlegs, Ring-billed 
Gull, Belted Kingfisher, Downy Woodpecker, N. 
Flicker, American Crow, Common Raven, Horned 
Lark, Black-capped Chickadee, American Robin, Eu-
ropean Starling, Song Sparrow, Harris's Sparrow, 
White-crowned Sparrow, W. Meadowlark, House 
Sparrow.    The surprise for me was no falcons,  
white geese or swans.  Also surprising was no gray 
partridge or American tree sparrows.   

Chris Michelson 

 
 
 
 

 
 

A  recent study of house cats that roam outdoors 
for 5-6 hours every day found that nearly one-

third killed birds and other wild animals. The cats, 
whose outdoor movements were recorded on small 
video cameras attached to their collars, killed an av-
erage of 2.1 animals for every 35-hour “week” they 
were outside. Bird kills constituted about 13% of the 
total wildlife kills. 

Based on these results, ABC and The Wild-
life Society estimate that house cats kill far more 
than the previous estimate of a billion birds and other 
animals each year. 

“If we extrapolate the results of this study 
across the country and include feral cats, it’s likely 
that cats are killing more than four billion animals per 
year, including at least 500 million birds,” said Steve 
Holmer, Senior Policy Advisor at ABC. “Cat preda-
tion is one of the reasons why one in three American 
bird species is in decline.” 

“I think it will be impossible to deny the ongo-
ing slaughter of wildlife by outdoor cats given the 
video documentation and the scientific credibility that 
this study brings,” said Laura Beis, Director of Gov-
ernment of The Wildlife Society. 

The study was conducted by scientists from 
the University of Georgia and the National Geo-
graphic Society’s “Crittercam” program. Small video 
cameras (dubbed Kitty Cams) were attached to 60 
outdoor cats in the city of Athens, Georgia. The cam-
eras recorded the outdoor activities of the cats 
throughout the year. 

“The results were certainly surprising, if not 
startling,” said Kerrie Anne Lloyd of the University of 
Georgia, the lead author of the study. “We found that 
about 30% of the sampled cats were successful in 
capturing and killing prey, and that those cats aver-
age about one kill for every 17 hours outdoors or 2.1 
kills per week. It was also surprising to learn that 
cats only brought 23% of their kills back to a resi-
dence.” Lloyd said the researchers found that house 
cats killed a wide variety of animals, including liz-
ards, voles, chipmunks, birds, frogs, and small 
snakes. 

The estimate that four billion animals are 
killed each year by outdoor cats could be low, ac-
cording to ABC. That’s because the 60-120 million 
feral cats in this country are outdoors every day for 
24 hours a day, and not just five or six hours, like the 
housecats with the Kitty Cams. 

A University of Nebraska study released last 
year found that feral cats were at least partly if not 
fully responsible for the extinction of 33 species of 
birds worldwide, that even well-fed cats in 
“managed” cat colonies will kill, and that feral cats 
prey more on native wildlife than on non-native wild-
life. The study also found that most feral cats 
(between 62% and 80%) tested positive for toxoplas-
mosis, a disease with serious health implications for 
pregnant women and people with weakened immune 
systems. 

(Submitted by Ann Hines - from the October 
2012 issue of Birds Calls – The Newsletter of Ameri-
can Bird Conservancy. Reprint permission granted 

by Robert Johns of the American Bird Conservancy.) 

 

 

 

 


