
 

WATER AND WATER STORAGE 
IN THE WEST 

 

J 
ohn Lawson, Area Manager for the 
Wyoming Area of the Bureau of Recla-
mation, will be the guest speaker for 

the first of our programs this season. 
 The Wyoming Area office adminis-
ters several multipurpose projects to the re-
gion by supplying water to 43 irrigation enti-
ties which collectively serve more than 
580,000 acres of land and 8 municipal and 
industrial contractors, as well as providing 
hydroelectric power, flood control, fish and 
wildlife habitat enhancement and recreation. 
 Snowpack in the upper North Platte 
drainage basin above Seminole and Path-

finder Reservoirs stood at 150 percent of normal as Wyoming entered the spring runoff season.  In addition, 
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Seminole, Pathfinder, Glendo, and Guernsey Reser-
voirs were at unseasonably high levels.  The efforts 
to draw down the reservoirs in anticipation of heavy 
runoff began last fall, when irrigation districts ques-
tioned the risk of letting so much water go down-
stream.  River flooding did not reach the maximum 
forecast levels due to several factors including water 
storage strategy, lack of heavy snowfall, and cooler 
temperatures which slowed the rate of snowmelt.  
Large amounts of snow across the upper Great 
Plains this year further complicated the operation of 
the overall system of water management of the river 
basins under the control of this area.  
 Please join us on Friday, September 9, 2011 
at 7 pm at the Oil & Gas Conservation Commission 
Building at 2211 King Blvd. for this complicated bal-
ancing of supply and demand of water.  As always, 
the program is free and open to the public! 

Program Chair—Bruce Walgren 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FROM THE PREZ 
 

G 
reetings birders, 
 I hope you had a good summer, I 
know I did. The "honey-do" list got longer, I 

got a little older, and the kids grew a little taller. 
 The seasons change like clockwork with bird 
migration showing signs of getting underway. As 
usual, I get very busy and so much so, I barely  
have time to get any good birding in myself. We did 
have some good backyard birding as we watched 
another tree swallow nest get constructed,  
only to have it destroyed by a nasty raccoon late one 
evening. We did have some success with a nesting 
Say's Phoebe which produced a clutch of  
four eggs. All hatched and entertained us with their 
fly and grasshopper catching expertise. The chicks 
tolerated us and allowed us to photograph  
their antics around our house as they grew and 
learned to fly.  

 The MAS Picnic was another success thanks 
to Ann Hines and her helpers.  Ann made another 
bucket of her world famous home made peach ice 
cream for dessert. The food was terrific as usual. At 
one point, one of our sharp eyed birders spotted an 
owl, which I managed to photograph before I scared 
it away in an attempt to get closer. I am learning just 
how frustrating it is to get good birding pictures with 
any kind of camera.  My hats off to wildlife photogra-
phers who spend days waiting to get one good shot 
in just the right light and composition. 
  I hope you will join us in another round of  
educational programs put on by Bruce Walgren and 
his committee. We are always looking for volunteers  
and guest speakers for our programs. If you know of 
a speaker or topic that you would like to see at our 
general meetings, please forward the information to 
myself or any board member and we will do what we 
can to accommodate the request. 
 Lastly, we have openings for volunteers on 
our board. If you are interested in working to improve 
MAS, please let me know. We need to fill positions  
for the Vice President and Hospitality and Member-
ship Chairs. I would like to grow our membership 
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and we could use energetic helpers for these impor-
tant positions.   
 If you have any ideas or comments about 
MAS,  please share them, I would like to hear from 
you.   
Thanks, and good birding to all. 

President, MAS, Harry Martin—307-251-0939 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRD NOTES – MAY 
 

Casper: Jeff Morton-White-crowned Sparrow ;       

Ann Hines—Indigo Bunting; Ed  Reish—Downy 
Woodpecker ; Barbara Reish—Pine Siskin ; Jim 
Brown—Rose-breasted Grosbeak; Cecil Foote—
Yellow-rumped Warbler ; Pat Classen—Evening 
Grosbeak ; Rose-Mary King—White-winged Dove;  
Chris Michelson—Brown Thrasher ; Sandy Leotta—
Black-headed Grosbeak; Miguel Leotta—Black-
headed Grosbeak; Annette Hein—Yellow-breasted 
Chat; Lewis Hein—Lazuli Bunting; Jim Lawrence—
Rose-breasted Grosbeak; Gloria Lawrence—
Western Tanager; Casper College Greenhouse—
Turkey Vulture;  Garden Creek Aud. Center—Rose-
breasted Grosbeak; Lois Layton—Black-capped 
Chickadee.  Buffalo:  Deane Bjerke—Spotted Tow-
hee.   Cheyenne: Barb Gorges—Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak. Dubois:  Anna Moscicki—Townsend's 
Solitaire;  Michael Kenney—Ruby-crowned Kinglet.  
Evanston:  Patti Gorman—Bullock's Oriole.  Evans-
ville:  Bruce Walgren—Northern Waterthrush; 
Donna Walgren—Black-and-white Warbler.  Lander: 
Andrea Orabona—Barn Swallow.  Sheridan:  Peg 

Cullen—Western Tanager; Tom Varcalli—Say's 
Phoebe.  Fort Casper:  Bruce Walgren—Yellow 
Warbler .  Lovell: Glen Olsen—Chipping Sparrow .  
Rolling Hills: Courtney Doyle—Killdeer.  Sun-
dance:  Jean Adams—American Goldfinch.  EKW 
State Park:  Wanda Peters—MacGillivray's War-
bler ; Donna Walgren—Spotted Sandpiper. Ucross:   

Ruth Salvatore—Western Tanager . 
DONNA WALGREN 

BIRD NOTES - JUNE 
 

A 
s is usual during mid-summer, bird activity 
has slowed somewhat.  June reports didn’t 
have as many warblers or sparrows, but did 

have lots of Black-headed Grosbeaks, nighthawks, 
Lazuli Buntings and Western Tanagers.  Lots of ju-
veniles of various species are being seen, and 
shorebirds are now starting to move back towards 
their wintering grounds 
June birds – For the month of June, Wayne and I 

received 217 bird reports with 99 different species 
tallied.  These observations came from 83 different 
locations in 16 states plus England and Uganda.  
The most reported species was Black-headed Gros-
beak (not a surprise!), followed by Lazuli Bunting in 
second place.  Third place was a 4-way tie between 
Common Nighthawk, Western Tanager, Red Cross-
bill, and Evening Grosbeak (this was a bit of a sur-
prise).  Fourth place was a 3-way tie between Bul-
lock’s Oriole, House Wren, and Cedar Waxwing. 
Wyoming Yard Birds 
Casper:  Pat Classen – Black-capped Chickadee, 

Cecil Foote – American Goldfinch, Ed Reish – 
American Crow, Jeff Morton – White-crowned Spar-
row, Ann Hines – Red-breasted Nuthatch, Lewis 
Hein – House Wren, Annette Hein – Black-headed 
Grosbeak, Lois Layton – Blue Jay, Casper College 
Greenhouse – California Gull, Chris Michelson – 
Lazuli Bunting, Rose-Mary King – Least Flycatcher, 
Garden Creek Audubon Center – Lesser Goldfinch, 
Stacey Scott – Yellow-breasted Chat, Bruce Walgren 
– Western Wood-Pewee; Cheyenne:  Barb Gorges 
– American Crow; Dubois:  Anna Moscicki – Great 
Blue Heron, Michael Kenney – Cordilleran Fly-
catcher;   Evanston: Patti Gorman – Red Crossbill, 
Tim Gorman – Lesser Goldfinch; Lander:  Andrea 
Orabona – Barn Swallow; Lost Cabin:  Bruce Wal-
gren – Common Raven; Lovell:  Glen Olsen – West-
ern Kingbird; Nowood:  Donna Walgren – Say’s 
Phoebe; Little America:  Tim Gorman – White-
throated Swift, Lusk:  Annette Hein – Western 
Meadowlark, Lewis Hein – Lark Bunting;  Riverton:  
Suzanne Hargis – Great Horned Owl; Sheridan:  
Peg Cullen – Eastern Screech-Owl; Ucross:  Ruth 

Salvatore – Barn Swallow.  
Thanks to all who helped with the Yard Bird 

Project in June.  Send your sightings to Donna Wal-
gren, 4311 S. Center St., Casper, WY  82601, or 
email to Piranga@bresnan.net, or phone 234-7455.   
Have a great month!!! 

DONNA WALGREN   

 

mailto:Piranga@bresnan.net
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BIRD NOTES - JULY 
 

T 
he summer heat is still with us, probably one 
factor in the bird activity slowdown; but birds 
are still around – just not as talkative.  As Au-

gust fades into September, southbound migrants will 
become more numerous, and chances of seeing 
new species will increase.  Fall Migration Season 
begins!!!     
July birds – For the month of July, Wayne and I re-
ceived 192 bird reports with 99 different species tal-
lied.  These observations came from 79 different lo-
cations in 17states plus Northwest Territories, British 
Columbia, and Ecuador.  The most reported species 
was a tie between Rufous Hummingbird and Ameri-
can Goldfinch.  Second place was another tie be-
tween Cedar Waxwing and California Quail.  Third 
place was a 5-way tie between Common Nighthawk, 
Western Wood-Pewee, Calliope Hummingbird, Bul-
lock’s Oriole, and Eurasian Collared-Dove.   
Wyoming Yard Birds 
Casper:  Chris Michelson – Blue Jay, Lois Layton – 

Mourning Dove, Casper College Greenhouse – 
American Crow, Bruce Walgren – Western Kingbird; 
Cheyenne:  Barb Gorges – Pine Siskin; Dubois:  
Anna Moscicki – Rufous Hummingbird; Evanston: 

Patti Gorman – Great Horned Owl, Tim Gorman – 
Lesser Goldfinch; Lander:  Andrea Orabona – Com-
mon Yellowthroat; Riverton:  Suzanne Hargis – 

Green-tailed Towhee, Bob Hargis – Cassin’s Vireo;  
Ucross:  Ruth Salvatore – Belted Kingfisher.  

Thanks to all who helped with the Yard Bird 
Project in July!!  Summer heat may be slowing some 
bird activity, but hopefully you’all are still able to tally 
up some interesting observations.  Send your sight-
ings to Donna Walgren, 4311 S. Center St., Casper, 
WY  82601, or email to Piranga@bresnan.net, or 
phone 234-7455.   Have a great month!!!  

Donna Walgren 

 
 

SUNFLOWER SEED SALE WILL BE 
LATER THIS YEAR. 

 

I 
n case you haven’t purchased sunflower seeds 
lately, you may be in for some sticker shock.  
Seed prices around Casper now range from $25 

to $35 for 50 pounds.  In early October 2010, we 
sold 50 pound bags for $17.50.  A little online re-
search found that this price increase is not unique to 
Casper. 
 According to Larry Keingartner, executive 
director of the National Sunflower Association 

―Sunflower prices have remained strong due to tight 
stocks coupled with aggressive demand as crushers 
(for sunflower seed oil) and others look to secure 
seed stocks ahead of an uncertain crop size in 
2011,‖ he also said ―Weather in the sunflower region 
will have the markets guessing all summer long on 
potential crop sizes.  Markets will remain volatile until 
there is a good estimate of the 2011 crop produc-
tion.‖  According to the statistical service of the 
USDA as of August 11, 2011 the number of acres of 
oil sunflowers planted and the projected harvest are 
both down slightly from last year.  Season ending 
stocks may stay tight so prices may not ease until 
after harvest.  Some of the large chain stores such 
as Menards and Wal-Mart may be able to offer sales 
at cheaper prices due to their ability to secure long 
term contracts with their suppliers. An update on 
acreage estimates in August will help with production 
projections. 
 The bottom line is that it would be advisable 
(in my opinion) to wait until after this year’s harvest 
in late October or early November before having our 
annual sale to hopefully get a better price.  In the 
meantime, thanks to all the generous donations from 
last year’s sale we have been able to continue to 
feed the birds at the Audubon Center.  Unfortunately, 
we are about out of that stock of seed for the Audu-
bon Center and we will need to be buying more in 
the very near future.   So, if at all possible please 
send your monetary donations designated for seeds 
for the Center to Murie Audubon, PO Box 2112, Cas-
per, WY 82601.  If you need seeds for your home, 
my hope would be to buy what you need to get by 
and support our seed sale later this fall for your win-
ter stock-up needs. 

Bruce Walgren 
 
 

THANK YOU, FOLDERS!!!!!! 
 
This newsletter marks the beginning of partnering 
with AMBI in folding, labeling and mailing our news-
letter.  So, the monthly get-together of folders to get 
the newsletter ready for mailing ended last May.  I 
want to thank all those who participated in this much 
needed, but fun, activity.  I would list all of you here, 
but won’t at the risk of omitting someone.  If you 
have participated in the past several years, thank 
you very much.  I will miss getting together with all of 
you to chat, discuss bird sightings, updates on eve-
ryone’s lives, families and going-ons! 

Editor—Rose-Mary King 

 
 

mailto:Piranga@bresnan.net
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W 
hile working at a lab in Washington state, 
Lois Bliss enrolled in the Basic Mountain-
eering Course offered at Olympic College; 

she graduated in October, 1956. 
 Ms. Bliss later moved to Casper, WY where 
she began working at the hospital lab.  She hoped to 
get involved with the local climbing club, but was told 
they didn’t allow women.  At the hospital she met a 
man who got this young lady into birding (Dr. Oliver 
Scott).  She also met a young man (Frank Layton) 
who would eventually work with her on bird rehabili-
tation with the Wyoming Audubon Society – which 
later became the Murie Audubon Society. 

Donna Walgren 
 
 

MURIE AUDUBON’S 2012 ANNUAL 
BANQUET SPEAKER ANNOUNCED 

 

T 
he speaker for our 2012 Banquet scheduled 
for Saturday February 11th will be Kurt John-
son,  Naturalist for Spring Creek Ranch, Jack-

son, who will talk on ―Some Aspects of the Greater 
Grand Teton/Yellowstone Park Ecosystem.‖  Mark 
your 2012 calendars! 
 Kurt has his Bachelors of Science Degree in 
Wildlife Biology from Northland College in Wiscon-
sin. He also completed his Masters of Science in 
Natural Resources from Utah State University. Kurt 

has been working and studying in the field of wildlife 
conservation and natural history interpretation for 
sixteen years. He has done conservation fieldwork 
for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land 
Management, U.S. Forest Service and Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources. He also worked 
for an international organization in Mexico and 
Kenya for over three years where he had the oppor-
tunity to study the marine life of the Baja Peninsula 
and the wildlife of East Africa. Aside from wildlife bi-
ology, specific interests that he enjoys sharing with 
others include astronomy and wildlife photography. 
Kurt has been living in Jackson for eight years shar-
ing his passion for the natural world with others. 

Banquet Chair—Karen Anfang 

 

AUDUBON ADVENTURES THANK YOU 
 

Dear Mr. Bart Rea, 
 
Thank you for the Audubon Adventures.  I enjoyed 
learning about the monarchs. 
 
Sincerely, 
CD 


