
 

ROCK CREEK PROPOSED WILDERNESS AREA 
 

O ur lecture series continues on November 12 with “Rock 
Creek Proposed Wilderness Area” at 7 PM at the Oil & Gas 

Conservation Commission Building, 2211 King Blvd.   
 Guest speaker, Sara Domek, Associate Director of Programs 
with the Wyoming Wilderness Association, will give an educa-
tional presentation on the Rock Creek recommended wilderness 
in the Bighorn National Forest, with a historic overview of the 
area, current projects and the future outlook for Rock Creek.  
 Rock Creek is located in northeastern Wyoming on the east-
ern slope of the Big Horn Mountains.  This spectacular 34,000 acre area will make a wonderful addition to the 
Cloud Peak Wilderness Area, as it is uniquely suited for wilderness designation.  This area encompasses a com-
plete mountain ecosystem; from the high alpine lakes of the Cloud Peak Wilderness to the rocky low-elevation 
forests and canyons at the border of the National Forest.   Rock Creek was originally proposed as part of Cloud 
Peak, but was withdrawn as there were existing oil and gas leases as well as potential for water storage.  There 
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are no longer any energy leases held, and alternative 
sites of water storage have been developed.   
 The United States Congress designated the Cloud 
Peak Wilderness in 1984 and it now has a total of 
189,039 acres, all of which is located in Wyoming 
and is managed by the Forest Service.  The wilder-
ness has the highest peaks in the Bighorn Moun-
tains, including Cloud Peak (13,167 feet) and Black 
Tooth Mountain.   Most of the higher ground is cov-
ered by snow until July.  On the east side of Cloud 
Peak itself, a deeply inset cirque holds the last re-
maining glacier in this Range.  Several hundred beau-
tiful lakes cover the landscape and drain into miles 
of streams.  The forest is a mix of pine and spruce 
opened by meadows and wetlands.   
 This lecture is free and open to the public.  For 
more information about this and other activities, 
please contact Bruce Walgren at 234-7455.  

BRUCE WALGREN—Program Chair  
 

SIGHING WIND 
 

I  live fifteen miles 
from work and 

every so often I will 
brave the road warri-
ors and ride my bicy-
cle for a thirty mile 
workout. From my 

house to work, it’s mostly downhill. On the way 
back, well, let’s just say it’s a bit of a challenge when 
the wind blows. When I ride my bike, I get to see 
things along the road most people never have time 
to look at, let alone see at sixty five miles per hour.  
Ignoring the road kill (ten dead skunks this last 
month) and usual items like hubcaps and such, I see  
countless water bottles, beer cans, cell phones, fast 
food paper wrappers, and other items thrown from 
moving vehicles. 
 My first thought is, “why are people allowing this 
to happen?”, “Don’t they know any better?”, 
“Where did these habits come from?” My best guess 
is it starts with ignorance. Habits learned from par-
ents most likely. I remember my parents doing just 
that when I was a young boy. I also remember it 
coming to a stop when television commercials aired 

to counter the litter. My parents in turn stopped the 
habit and it passed on to me. I in turn, pass this on 
to my two sons. So why does it continue? Obviously, 
some kids never get the message, and so it contin-
ues. 
 My belief is that we must continue to hammer 
the message home, that the young need to be con-
stantly educated on good conservation habits. Teach 
them, and it becomes imprinted in their minds to 
treat nature with conservation and respect. 
 This is my goal. Teach the young to develop good 
habits. We can all participate in this. But I am speak-
ing to the choir. We already know this. As President 
of Murie Audubon Society, I want to do all I can to 
get the message out, but I can’t do it alone. I need 
help. The current chapter officers need help. We 
have chapter officers but we are very understaffed. 
Some of our officers wear several hats and they do-
nate many, many unselfish hours to Murie Audubon 
and I cannot thank them enough. This is where I am 
looking to our membership for help. We could use a 
few more local volunteers to help share the load. 
Currently, we have two key positions that need to be 
filled. The first is Vice President, a backup for me for 
when I go on a business trip or when I get over-
loaded. The second, and more importantly in my 
opinion, is a good Membership Chair. 
 The Membership Chair is currently shared by two 
volunteers and I want to fill that position with one 
energetic person who can work that duty on a full 
time basis. It is a thankless job but there are many 
rewards. The first reward is --You get to work with a 
great bunch of folks at the Audubon Center at Gar-
den Creek. Secondly, just coming to the Center has 
its rewards. I remember one meeting last year when 
the meeting was disrupted when a fight broke out 
between two marauding groups of skunks and rac-
coons for dominance over the bird feeders. What a 
noisy entertaining spectacle! Take a guess as to who 
won the battle. Needless to say it was a show stop-
per. All types of wildlife visit the center that you may 
never see in your backyard.  
 What I am looking for is a volunteer who can 
take on the task to bolster the membership. He/she 
should feel comfortable working with computers, a 
database, updating records, and providing reports 
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for the President. You can use your computer and 
any operating system you like. You can use MS Of-
fice applications or the free open source tools in 
Open Office. If you need help getting started, I can 
supply all the help you need.  If you are interested in 
this, please give me a call. I can be reached at 307-
251-0939. I look forward to working with a strong 
energetic Membership Chair. 
 The next request I have is to ask the membership 
to elect to receive electronic versions of the P&P 
newsletter. We have roughly 500 newsletters going 
out. You can imagine the number of trees we are 
losing to paper and the monthly postage that this is 
costing the Chapter. Needless to say, for each news-
letter going out, Rose-Mary suffers unknown wear 
and tear to her fingers from the folding parties and 
probably more unwanted gray hair. We are not a 
publishing house, nor do we want to be.  We are 
working on setting up a new website to make our 
information more reader friendly and to make the 
newsletters downloadable, or readable, so we can 
stop mailing these out. This is the digital age and we 
need to make more of our information accessible 
using computers, iPods, PDAs, and the new iPads 
hitting the market. We understand that not every-
one has a computer or Internet access, but we 
would like to see those folks who do have electronic 
services, switch to electronic media so we can give 
our volunteers a break.  
 Lastly, I would like to hear from you. As your new 
president, I would like to hear your ideas on how the 
officers can improve the Murie Audubon Society.  I 
have my own ideas, but I’m also interested in yours. 
I want to explore anything that we can do to edu-
cate people outside of our membership.  
 Sorry for the long rant, but I wouldn’t ask for 
help if we didn’t need it. Thanks for taking the time 
to read this.       Regards, HARRY MARTIN –President 
 

FROM THE BANQUET CHAIR 
 

O rganization and planning are underway in 
preparation for  the 25th Annual Banquet and 

Fundraiser, Feb. 12, 2011 at the Parkway Plaza.  
 Provisionally booked as guest speaker is Walkin’ 
Jim Stoltz from Montana who will present “Forever 

Wild”; a multimedia celebration of Earth in son, 
story and vision and he takes his audience closer to a 
relationship with the planet we all share. 
 The evening’s festivities will be in the Mardi Gras 
Room with a plated dinner with the main entrée of 
teriyaki grilled chicken breast with pineapple ring.  
We will again be charging $25.00 per plate and 
$175.00 for a table of eight.  
 We would also like you to consider nominating 
an individual for  Murie’s Conservation and Educa-
tion Awards (see article below). 
 And, of course, I need to mention our request for 
Raffle and Silent Auction  items.  Call me please if 
you have a donation—Karen Anfang—333-5478.  
These activities, aside from the camaraderie, pro-
vide the best entertainment! 

KAREN ANFANG—Banquet Chair 

 
NOMINATIONS WANTED 

FOR CONSERVATION AND EDUCATION 
AWARDS 

 

A s part of the banquet festivities, we would like 
to again honor those working in the state of 

Wyoming and contributing to the preservation, pro-
tection, understanding, and enjoyment of wildlife 
and ecology of our state.     
 Murie’s Conservation Award is presented to indi-
viduals, agencies, and/or organizations that have 
made contributions to wildlife, habitat, and the envi-
ronment in the state of Wyoming.  Past recipients 
include:  Lois and Frank Layton for their 35-plus 
years dedicated to the hospitalization and rehabilita-
tion of birds in our state;  the Bureau of Reclamation 
was recognized for the development of wetland 
habitat below Glendo Dam and Reservoir, ensuring 
continuous water flow and providing habitat for a 
variety of plant and animal species; Jim and Audrey 
Bailey received the award for giving a conservation 
easement to the Nature Conservancy, thus protect-
ing that land parcel at the base of Casper Mountain 
from further development and also promoting out-
door education activities in the area; Gwyn McKee, 
wildlife biologist from Gillette, was honored for her 
work protecting wildlife and the environment in the 
areas of coalbed methane development in Wyo-
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ming’s Powder River Basin.  The Eagle Ridge Ranch 
was recognized for the Scott family’s dedication to 
conservation practices in all aspects of their ranch 
operations; Bart Rea received the Conservation 
award for his many years of dedication working on a 
variety of conservation projects;  and Fred Eiser-
mann was honored for his long history with Wyo-
ming Game & Fish Dept. working on fish habitat im-
provement and stream preservation. 
 We also want to recognize contributions in edu-
cation – honoring those who have helped to in-
crease the understanding, enjoyment, and basic 
knowledge of the wildlife and ecology in our state.  
Murie has always made education our #1 priority 
(our motto is “Conservation through Education”).  
Past recipients in the field of conservation and envi-
ronmental education; Ann Hines for her years of 
work with Audubon Adventures and working with 
school kids both in the classroom and outside on 
field trips; Ed Strube was honored for his many years 
working with the summer Field Science classes here 
in the Casper area; Douglas teacher Jay Butler for his 
continued work with students on conservation-
oriented projects; and Evert and Tammy Brown for 
their years of working with teachers and students 
through Project WET, Project Wild, and Project 
Learning Tree, and for work on the development of 
the Casper Mountain Science School. 
 We are asking for nominations from you for can-
didates for Conservation Awards and for Education 
Awards.  Please be detailed, descriptive, and specific 
in your reasons for nominating candidates.  Murie’s 
Board of Directors and Banquet Committee will re-
view the nominations and determine award recipi-
ents.  Send your nominations to Murie Audubon So-
ciety, P.O. Box 2112, Casper, WY  82602, Attention—
Nomination; or you may send them by email to any 
board member (email addresses on page10). 
 Please return your nominations by January 21, 
2011. 

 Thank You for your help!!  
DONNA WALGREN 

 

 
 
 

AUDUBON ADVENTURES 
 

I t's wonderful people like the sponsors of Audu-
bon Adventures that make this responsibility so 

rewarding.  We now have sixty-three of our class-
rooms sponsored!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  I thank you 
and the children of Wyoming thank you for your 
generosity.  Sponsoring more than one class: Laurie 
Fletcher and Al, Hallie & Don Harris; Starla & Mike 
Mammon, Bart Rea, Jim Brown, Barbara Bentzin, 
Bob Yonts, Dr. & Mrs. Robert Narotzky, Mrs. Grace 
Jenkins, J.W. Warburton, and Judi Van Rensse-
lear .  Those who have sponsored one classroom: 
Mr.& Mrs. Pat Dixon, Frank Odasz, Muriel & Frank 
McNeely, Herb Waterman, Dwaine Waggoner, Rose 
Mary King, Bobbie Roberts, Carolyn Logan & Dinah 
Utah, Sandra & Miguel Leotta and Ann & Wilmer 
Hines. 

ANN HINES—Education Chair 
 

AUDUBON ADVENTURES THANK YOU 
 

T hank you for sponsoring our class and provid-
ing "Audubon Adventures."  I chose the maga-

zine that tells about how animals defend them-
selves.  The fact that I like the most is about camou-
flaging, I also liked the crossword puzzle.  The reason 
I like the camouflage part is because I thought it was 
hard to see animals camouflaging.  I have a connec-
tion to this because my dog can camouflage in the 
bathroom when it is dark.  In conclusion, I think it 
was a very good magazine and it was helpful to 
me.  Thank you! (Thank you was received by Bobby 
Roberts.) 
 
SCHOOLS AND TEACHERS RECEIVING AA 
 
Alcova  School – Hazel Schorasch, Bar Nunn School 
– Kelley  O’Brian – 4, Becky Murray – 5, Kasey Muir – 
6, Matt Kurnet, Crest Hill School – Claire Quick – 3, 
Jenny Johnson – 3, Lynne Murray – 4, Vicki Ober-
mueller – 4, Amy Sorenson – 5, Cottonwood Ele-
mentary – Theresa Limbke – 5, Douglas Elementary 
– Jamie  Miller – 3, Elaine Hallstead, Susan McKee – 
3, Carol Norfolk – 3, Carol Fenner – 5, Marilyn Mar-
rah – 5, Ron Miles – 5, Ft. Caspar Academy – Suz-
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anne Walsh – 5 , Glenrock Intermediate School – 
Darlene Green, Lusk Elementary & Middle School – 
Dory Pfister, Laurie Wasserburger, Manor Heights – 
Aaron Brooks, Margaret Courtade – 4, Sherri Leftz-
inger, Chereen Stafford, Meadowlark Elementary – 
Katie Brunson Special Ed/Science Coordinator, Mills 
School - Jerri Ferguson – 3-4, Paul Hult, Kerri Flam-
mang – 3, North Casper School – Jennifer Limback – 
3, Stacy Mittlestat – 4, Kim Kent, Oregon Trail 
School – Debbie LaChance – 3, Lisa Sexton – 3, 
Sandy Hartsky – 3, Angie McCord, Jarrod Johnson – 
5, Jamie Clouser – 5, Paintbrush Elementary – Sandi 
Anderson – 4, Mary Lundee – 4, Lois Reynoldes – 4 
Paradise Valley – Kristin Landry – 5, Tina Benson – 5, 
Kary Lloyd, Deanna Brownell – 4, Pineview Elemen-
tary – Mike Hahn, Poison Spider – Rose Ann Max-
well, Powder River School – Julia Woodward - 3-6 
(Teacher manual only), Park – Kala Williamson, Jen-
nifer Christensen, Sagewood School – Sarah Terry 
Hanna Elementary School – Susan Marich, South-
ridge School - Eric Freeman – 5, Michelle Adkins – 4 
St. Anthony’s Tri-Parish School – Michelle Smith – 3, 
Richard Shutts – 3, Tiffany Catellier – 5, Verda James 
– Lynn Lange – 3, Wayne Tuttle – 5, Annie Kepler – 5, 
Alison Seago – 5, Willard School – Talia Munsell – 3, 
Patty Arner  – 3, Linda Olsen – 5, Jody Fazier – 5, 
Woods School – Sherry Fiches - 4-6, Wanda Peters – 
Audubon Wyoming Naturalist, Jacquelyn & Dusty 
Downey – Audubon Wyoming Naturalist (Three 
classroom sets), Susan Martin – Home School 
Ann Hines, 78 classes & 1 kit 
 

THE RIPPLING WAY 
 

I t has been an amazing 
and beautiful Fall! I’ve 

taken way too many pictures 
of yellow leaves against the 
bright blue sky, and the 
abundant crabapples on the 
tree outside the windows.   
 The children in the school groups have been dis-
covering many “treasures” during their time here as 
they learn about the importance of riparian areas 
within this sagebrush steppe we call home.  This fall 
gave a great study of what happens when the proc-

ess of photosynthesis stops and the colors that were 
present all the time begin to shine through.  As one 
third grader exclaimed “you mean they were always 
this brilliant, they just had to wait?”  How much wis-
dom there is in that simple question!!!  The bridges 
over Garden Creek delighted the young preschoolers 
who attended the nature story time and the sighting 
of deer outside the windows caused squeals of joy 
and enthusiasm (and were these the same deer that 
I growl and snarl at to leave the feeders alone??) 
 Thank you to all who responded to my plea for 
help at the last chapter meeting.  
 Paula McDaniel provided her experience, exper-
tise and time to go through the first aid supplies 
from the seventies, knowing what could be salvaged, 
what was missing and what things needed to be re-
placed.  Not that this gives anyone license to be-
come injured but it’s good to know there are up to 
date supplies to be used if necessary!  Thank you 
Paula! 
 Kathy Knapp gave excellent consult and help 
with the preschool nature story time – certainly 
could not have done it without you!   
 Bruce Walgren, thank you for cleaning out the 
bird feeders and making the much needed repairs 
and replacements to our well used feeders. 
 Thanks too for all who come every week and 
feed the birds – Mary Lansing and boys, folks from 
Circle  C,  Chris Michelson, Mike Symczack, Beth 
Worthen and family, Bruce and Donna Walgren, and 
the “Sunday kids  - Terri, Emma and Jacob Narotzky 
and Judy Naginey, and sons Gabe and Micah Miller.  
Thanks for your patience and understanding as we 
make a few changes with the bird seed placement!   
 I am also forever grateful to Dwaine Wagoner 
and Ann Hines who are willing to help deal with chil-
dren when groups are too big, and the various en-
thusiastic volunteers from Casper College who 
choose the Audubon Center as the place to fulfill 
their required service hours.  
 Most importantly, the Audubon Center at Gar-
den Creek exists because of the foresight and gener-
osity of Jim and Audrey Bailey, who are gracious 
landlords and whose son, Walt gave of his time and 
energy on countless occasions these past few 
months.   
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 In case you weren’t at the meeting – here’s a list 
of the volunteer opportunities at the moment.   
Please know that all help in whatever way or form 
fits your schedule and budget is greatly appreciated.  
Sometimes it’s the smallest tasks that make the big-
gest difference. 
 (Correction to last month’s article - it was Vicki 
Easton who made the desserts from Mt View Re-
gional Hospital, not Dana.) 
 
Volunteer Job Descriptions—Fall 2010 
Fix and repair  specialist—seems like there is always 
something - from pencil sharpeners to microscopes 
and cameras, binocular straps, bird feeders, 
benches, tables, and chairs.   If you like to problem 
solve and fix things…..   
Cleaning Guru—Even 1 hour/week – whatever you 
are up for would be a huge help  
Center sitter—(1-3 hours)  organize books, record 
data, watch birds, answer the phone, set up or take 
down tables and chairs or other light tasks while 
staff is gone or with a group 
Creative Brainstormers—Meet occasionally to talk 
about the center, programs, classes and  funding – 
will involve beverages, snacks and prestige 
Volunteer Coordinator—help to keep track of who’s 
doing what when and keeping records, help match 
volunteers to jobs to be done  
 As the days continue to shorten, and the night 
takes over, I hope there are times when we can stop 
our activities and find that brilliance in Nature, in 
others and in ourselves!   
 With much gratitude, and wishes for birds to add 
to your lists, WANDA PETERS—Audubon Center at 

Garden Creek 
 

BIRD NOTES 
  

F all migration contin-
ues; in the Casper 

area sightings of note 
include: Tundra Swans, 
Bonaparte’s and Herring 
Gulls, Red-breasted Mer-

gansers, Western and Clark’s Grebes.  Another sign 
of the season: Rough-legged Hawks and American 

Tree Sparrows are showing up, coming down from 
the “North Country.”  Of particular interest was a 
Field Sparrow and a female Black-throated Blue 
Warbler at the Garden Creek Audubon Center here 
in Casper.  A Red-naped Sapsucker was also seen at 
the Center.   
September yard birds – For the month of Septem-
ber, Wayne and I received 206 yard bird selections 
from 18 states plus Yukon Territory and Switzerland, 
with 98 different species reported.  Birds are on the 
move.  Warblers are still being reported (5 different 
species), as are raptors (9 species).  Bird feeders are 
getting more “business” as sparrows and various 
finches move around looking for food to build up fat 
reserves for the coming colder weather.  The most 
reported species was Clark’s Nutcracker.  Second 
place was a 4-way ties between Yellow-rumped 
Warbler, Cedar Waxwing, Red-breasted Nuthatch, 
and Pileated Woodpecker.  Third place was also a 4-
way tie between Spotted Towhee, American Gold-
finch, Western Meadowlark, and Hairy Woodpecker.    
Wyoming Yard Birds 
Casper:  Jim Herold – Evening Grosbeak, Ann Hines – 
Cedar Waxwing, Chris Michelson – Broad-winged 
Hawk, Rose-Mary King – Wilson’s Warbler, Betty 
Rickman – Chukar, Annette Hein – Black-billed Mag-
pie, Casper College Greenhouse – White-breasted 
Nuthatch, Jeff Morton – Brown Thrasher, Jim Brown 
– Cedar Waxwing, Gloria Lawrence – Western Tana-
ger, Jim Lawrence – Hairy Woodpecker, Lois Layton 
– Red-winged Blackbird, Tammy Brown – Chukar, 
Bruce Walgren – Prairie Falcon, Donna Walgren – 
Orange-crowned Warbler;  Alcova:  Ed Reish – 
American Crow; Dubois:  Anna Moscicki – Steller’s 
Jay;  Evanston:  Patti Gorman – American Crow; Ed-
ness Kimball Wilkins SP:  Courtney Doyle – Greater 
Yellowlegs; Lovell:  Glen Olsen – Common Grackle; 
Mills:  Bruce Walgren – Black-capped Chickadee; 
Riverton:  Bob Hargis – Blue Grosbeak, Suzanne 
Hargis – Peregrine Falcon, Wanda Major – Northern 
Mockingbird; Sheridan:  Peg Cullen – American 
Goldfinch; Yellowstone NP:  Anna Moscicki – Band-
tailed Pigeon.   
 Thanks to all who helped with the Yard Bird Pro-
ject in September!!   Birds continue to move around; 
we will be very interested in what you have been 
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seeing.  Send your yard birds and observations to 
Donna Walgren, 4311 S. Center St., Casper, WY  
82601, or email to Piranga@bresnan.net, or phone 
234-7455.   Good Birding!!!  Donna Walgren 
 

THE COLORS OF AUTUMN  
(OR LEAF BIOLOGY 101) 

  

T his is the time of year when leaves on the trees 
start to change into shades of yellows, or-

anges, and reds.  New England is renowned for its 
beautiful fall foliage, but here in the higher eleva-
tions of Wyoming environmental conditions aren’t 
often conducive to producing similar color displays.   
 Three things influence leaf colors in the fall – pig-
ments in the leaves, length of night, and the 
weather.  Three pigments found in the leaves of de-
ciduous trees and shrubs give them their color:   
1. Green chlorophyll is found in all plants manufac-
turing their own food (the process of photosynthe-
sis).  
2. Carotenoids are yellow, orange, and red pig-
ments.  Other types of carotenoids are also found in 
such things as carrots (beta-carotene) and tomatoes 
(lycopene). 
3.    Anthocyanins are red to purple pigments. 
 Another substance found in the leaves and stems 
of plants is tannin; it isn’t involved in the photosyn-
thesis process, and it is masked by the three pig-
ments, but when the plant cell dies, it goes into the 
cell walls.  Tannin gives tea its brown color; and is 
also responsible for wood’s color.  Tannins are also 
used to tan leather.   
 When leaves are actively growing, the chloro-
phyll masks the other pigments.  During spring and 
summer, photosynthesis is producing food to enable 
the trees and shrubs to carry out their necessary 
metabolic processes.  But as summer fades into fall, 
the longer nights and cooler temperatures trigger a 
slow-down in plant cell activities.  Chlorophyll syn-
thesis slows down and eventually stops.  As the 
amount of chlorophyll decreases, the other pigment 
colors in the leaves start to show through.  The yel-
lows in the ashes, cottonwoods, and locusts become 
very noticeable, as do the reds and purples in the 
sumacs and Virginia creeper vines.  (While hiking 

near the Audubon Center, Scott and Tony Martin 
found a patch of Oregon grape that was a beautiful 
deep red.)  
 As fall starts to change into winter, plants must 
either protect their leaves or shed them; and pro-
tecting them is usually not an option.  As temps get 
cooler and night length increases, the veins in the 
leaf gradually close, shutting down metabolic proc-
esses, all the pigments decrease, leaving only the 
tannin’s brown color to be seen.  
 Here in Wyoming we don’t always have the slow 
“cool-down” of temperatures – it may be beautiful 
fall weather one day, a cold front moves through, 
and we get freezing temps the next day.  The leaves 
are frosted and all cellular activity is immediately 
halted.  All pigments except the tannins are reduced 
to practically nothing.  The leaves turn brown and 
become dry and brittle, and they fall or are blown 
from the tree. 
 This fall we have had a more gradual cool-down 
than most years, so we have been able to enjoy 
some colorful foliage.  We may not match New Eng-
land or the Minnesota-Wisconsin area, but a walk 
through the countryside can still be very enjoyable. 
(As I write this, a freeze warning has just been issued 
for the Casper area – the tannins may be the most 
visible colorant by the end of October.) 
 Thanks to Dr. Evert Brown at Casper College for 
providing some info on this topic; he also sent a few 
websites to check out:  Instructions on photograph-
ing fall colors:  www.chiff.com/a/fall-foliage.htm, 
some hot spots nationwide:  www.fs.fed.us/news/
fallcolors, general fall leaf info:  www.fs.fed.us/
news/fallcolors/faq.shtml.  This last site has a lot of 
info.  

DONNA WALGREN 
 

FIELD TRIP  
 

A  group of Casper area birders left Casper in a 
rain storm on October 27th for a field trip to 

the Buffalo, Healy Reservoir, Lake DeSmet and Story 
area.  The weather was great in these areas but 
there were not so many birds.  Most common dab-
bling ducks were found but there were few diving 
ducks.  Large numbers of American coot at Healy 
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Reservoir.  Two common loons and a late osprey 
also present.  Many gray partridge and quite a few 
American tree sparrows along the road.  The pond 
east of the waste water treatment plant produced 
many ring-billed gulls and one each of Bonaparte's 
gull and herring gull.  More dabbling ducks, 
also.  Pied-bill grebes were found in several loca-
tions.  Lake DeSmet was rather windy but there 
were ring-billed gulls, western grebes and a couple 
of common loons.  Common ravens in several places 
along with one mature bald eagle and one probable 
dark phase red-tailed hawk.  No rough-legged hawks 
observed.  The Wagon Box Road into Story produced 
more gray partridge and sharp-tailed grouse for 
some.  Several cedar waxwings were found eating 
some type of fruit.  One area produced many star-
lings (feed area for sheep) and one area of Russian 
olive produced a bumper crop of American rob-
ins.  The color on the trees and brush along the 
wagon box road and into Story was the best I have 
ever seen especially given the date.   

CHRIS MICHELSON 
 
 I saw a couple of additional birds to add to Chris 
Michelson's bird list from the Buffalo and Story 
area.  I came back from Story via the Wagon Box 
Road, and found my first northern shrike of the fall 
and a Harry Woodpecker that we missed when the 
group came up that road to Story.  I don't go to Story 
every fall like Chris does, but I sure agree that the 
fall colors were really good for Wyoming.   

STACEY SCOTT 
 

ACGC BIRD TRAIL POINT COUNT 
  

A  couple years ago we set up a short point count 
route at the Garden Creek Audubon Center on 

the Bailey Property here in Casper.  It starts near 
Walt Bailey’s house and includes the Bird Trail at the 
Center.  Ann Hines has been conducting the count 
since the fall of 2008, tallying all the birds seen and 
heard at each of the 8 points or stations.  She tries 
to run the survey at least once a month, but the 
weather is not always cooperative.   
 Looking over the observations Ann has made, we 
find that the survey has tallied a total of 42 species 

so far on the route itself (not counting the birds in 
the Center area).  Ann usually counts the Center too, 
which can then be added to the Center database.  
Not surprising, the most reported species was House 
Finch – reported on every count.  Other species fre-
quently tallied included Black-capped Chickadee, 
American Robin, and Black-billed Magpie.  The high 
species count for a single survey was 27 species on 
July 26, 2010, with 104 individuals counted. 
 I have not had a chance to look at the Center’s 
records yet, but I know there are many species visit-
ing the feeders that are not usually encountered on 
the point count route.  Of note – on September 27 
this fall, Ann had a Red-naped Sapsucker at point #1.  
She also had a Black-throated Blue Warbler at the 
Center area that same day. 
 Thank you, Ann!!!  We greatly appreciate you 
giving your time and effort to this project!!!  
 Murie also has a point count route at Edness 
Kimball Wilkins State Park, but I have not yet re-
ceived any data from that survey; when it comes in I 
will report that info back to you.   

DONNA WALGREN 
 

SERVING UP FEATHERED BAIT TO ATTRACT 
ECOSYSTEM DATA 

By SANDRA J. BLAKESLEE 
(Published: October 25, 2010 in the New York Times 
Science) 
 Ms. Weston is the public liaison for a five-person 
crew that is spending 10 weeks on this mountain 

observing and band-
ing hawks as they mi-
grate from North 
America down into 
Mexico and points 
south. This is the first 
northern harrier of 
the migration season, 
and the team is ec-
static.  
 This year, 131 bi-
ologists and amateur 
enthusiasts have per-
mits to trap and band 
the golden eagles, red
-tailed hawks, os-
preys, kestrels, pere-
grine falcons and 
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other birds of prey migrating to their winter habi-
tats, according to the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service.  

Ms. Weston’s team is working under the aus-
pices of HawkWatch International, a conservation 
and education nonprofit group based in Salt Lake 
City that focuses on birds of prey as indicators of 
ecosystem health. Each autumn, it counts hawks at 
10 sites in Washington, Oregon, Montana, Wyoming, 
New Mexico, Nevada, Arizona and Texas. Birds are 
captured and banded at five of the sites.  

Over the last 30 years, HawkWatch has counted 
an estimated 20 million hawks and banded 125,000 
of them, an essential task in understanding and pro-
tecting the birds. They were first to identify three 
flyways in the American West that follow a pattern 
similar to flyways in the East where migrating hawks 
navigate along coastlines and mountain ridges fea-
turing strong thermal updrafts.  
 Hawks today face many threats, said Allen Fish, 
director of the Golden Gate Raptor Observatory on 
the Marin headlands north of San Francisco, which 
makes the need to count and band them more im-
portant than ever. For example, American kestrels 
are in sharp decline, while there is a potential de-
crease in golden eagles.  

As more giant wind farms are erected, an in-
creasing number of hawks are slashed and killed by 
turbine blades. Oil and gas exploration is fragment-
ing many hawk habitats. Urban-suburban growth, 
pesticides, herbicides, electricity lines and climate 
change are other stressors, he said.  

The only way to understand what is happening 
to hawks is to collect data over many decades, band-
ing as many birds as can be captured, said James 
Dawson, a hawk biologist with 30 years of field ex-
perience and curator of wildlife at the High Desert 
Museum in Bend, Ore.  

Hawks, eagles and other birds of prey are tricky 
to catch, however. The term “eagle-eyed” did not 
come out of nowhere. Mechanical lures that appear 
overwhelmingly realistic to human eyes are uncon-
vincing to hawk eyes, Mr. Fish said. His organization 
spent 17 years trying to perfect such lures but sus-
pended the effort when researchers realized how 
easily hawks see the deception.  
 Hawks see 8 to 10 times better than we humans, 
Mr. Fish said. They have four foveas (the part of the 
eye that sees detail) instead of our two, the ability to 
detect reflected ultraviolet light and greatly acceler-
ated speed of visual processing. When a hawk dives 
at a mechanical lure, he said, it pulls up 30 to 50 feet 
before the target as if to say, “there’s something 
wrong here.”  

The only way to catch hawks is to use live birds 

as lures, Mr. Fish said. It’s the only method trappers 
use. So when the juvenile harrier approached the 
Manzano mountains last week, two trappers con-
cealed in a blind 50 yards below the lookout had 
their lures and nets ready.  

The live pigeons, doves and starlings that are 
used to attract hawks are outfitted in full body suits 
made of leather or Kevlar for protection. With only 
their heads, wings and feet exposed, the birds stand 
near the traps or are tossed up to 20 feet in the air, 
their feet securely attached to fishing lines manipu-
lated from the blind.  

At the Manzano site, three kinds of nets were 
arrayed on a spacious apron of ground in front of 
the blind. A mist net, made of nylon with a large 
mesh and multiple compartments to catch birds that 
fly into it, was suspended, like a volleyball net, be-
tween two poles.  

A dho-gaza net, with a smaller nylon mesh, was 
also affixed to two poles, but set to collapse when a 
hawk flew into it. A remotely triggered bow net, a 
hooplike device with a spring mechanism, lay on the 
ground.  

Ms. Weston described what happened next 
(HawkWatch would not allow a reporter to observe 
the trappers working): When a hawk that her col-
league Tim Hanks had identified flew overhead and 
spotted a pigeon waddling on the ground, the trap-
pers pulled on the line attached to the pigeon to jig-
gle it, hoping it would pass for a small mammal, the 
favored prey of harriers.  
 When the hawk struck, Ms. Weston said, it en-
tangled itself in the mist net before it could reach 
the pigeon. In the standard routine for all trapped 
birds, it was measured, weighed, checked for fat de-
posits under its wing and inspected for parasites. 
The harrier was healthy, Ms. Weston said, displaying 
the bird.  
 The trappers had fixed a metal band to the har-
rier’s leg, assigning it an identity should it be recap-
tured elsewhere or found dead. Ms. Weston let it go 
amid a flurry of powerful wing beats.  
 During this fall season, Aug. 27 to Nov. 5, the 
hawk team has been observing between 30 and 200 
hawks a day, capturing and banding about 10 per-
cent of the migrants. The most common species 
have been sharp-shinned hawks, Cooper’s hawks, 
red-tailed hawks, American kestrels, golden eagles, 
northern harriers and Swainson’s hawks.  
 The pigeon, unharmed, was soon able to take the 
rest of the day off. Like other lure birds, it has an en-
viable schedule, to limit job stress: 60 to 90 minutes 
every other day.  

Submitted by BART REA 


